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To whom it may concern 

 

Re.: Investing in cheaper, cleaner energy and the net zero transformation 

 

I am writing to express my deep concern about the proposed amendments to the Environment 

Protection and Biodiversity Conservation (EPBC) Act that aim to accelerate approval processes. This 

seems ludicrous given how poorly Australia has fared in the Biodiversity Crisis. We lead the world in 

mammal extinctions and are up there for birds, frogs and reptiles. Paving paradise for the sake of 

productivity will destroy the intergeneration equity of nature experiences our children deserve (Hayward et 

al. 2022). Our biodiversity, natural environment and indigenous cultural heritage are the only things that 

make this country unique, yet fast tracking development to make us more like the US or UK will devastate 

that.  

The EPBC Act 1999 remains a decent framework for safeguarding threatened and endangered 

species and the habitats that sustain them, although it is tepid at best. Its protections are essential for 

preserving our nation’s unique biodiversity. Diluting these safeguards would undermine decades of 

scientific and community driven effort and could erode public confidence in the legislation. 

Key reasons why the EPBC Act should remain unchanged—or even be strengthened: 

1. Scientific Rigor: The Act’s rigorous assessment process ensures that any development 

projects are evaluated against the best available ecological data. 

2. Social License: Australians expect their government to prioritize environmental 

stewardship over short term industrial gains. Weakening the Act would jeopardize that trust. 

3. Long Term Economic Value: Healthy ecosystems underpin sectors such as tourism, 

agriculture, and fisheries; protecting them is an investment in our future prosperity. 

4. International Obligations: The Act aligns with Australia’s commitments under global 

biodiversity conventions. Any rollback could damage our international reputation. 






