


Australian Design Rules (ADR) Harmonisation 

The FCAI has previously submitted to other government consultations on the need to harmonise AD Rs for vehicles 

to global standards where there is no compelling case for enforcing a unique Australian standard. The FCAI 

recommends withdrawing unique ADRs for light passenger vehicles and light commercial vehicles and replacing 

them with fully harmonised regulations developed by the UN World Forum for the Harmonisation of Vehicle 

Regulations (WP.29). 

Harmonisation with global standards reduces the costs of re-engineering vehicles for a relatively small-volume 

market like Australia and supports timely consumer access to advanced technology at competitive cost. 

The ADRs that should be withdrawn and replaced with UN Rs include: 

• ADR 34 - Child Restraint Anchorages and Child Restraint Anchor Fittings

• ADR 69 - Full Frontal Impact Occupant Protection

• ADR 73 - Offset Frontal Impact Occupant Protection

• ADR 81- Fuel Consumption Labelling for Light Vehicles

Similarly, the ADRs that contain some unique requirements that should be harmonised with relevant UNRs 

include: 

• ADR 42 - General Safety Requirements

• ADR 43 - Vehicle Configuration and Dimensions

• ADR 61- Vehicle Marking

Conclusion 

The Commission rightly highlights that emissions reduction policies come with costs. The key to a quick transition 

towards a low emission fleet is affordability. The automotive industry has responded to Government policies by 

increasing supply of electric vehicles in Australia. 

Without targeted demand measures, consumers are not transition at scale. We recommend rebalancing demand 

policies towards charging, grid infrastructure and targeted incentives, while harmonising ADRs to global 

standards. 

Should you wish to discuss it in more detail, please feel free to contact Philip Skinner, Director - Policy 

and Advocacy,. 

Kind Regards 

Tony Weber 

Chief Executive 
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