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Release No: 26/03

News Release

25 June 2003

New approach to trans-Tasman Standardization
The national Standards bodies for Australia and New Zealand are currently in talks to develop a new
approach to trans-Tasman Standards development.

The talks come as a result of the pending expiry of a 12-year agreement between the two Standards
development organizations and the need to formulate a new arrangement to reflect the internationalization
of both economies.

The Chief Executive of Standards Australia, Mr Ross Wraight, said today: "It is essential for Australian and
New Zealand stakeholders, as well as both Standards Australia and Standards New Zealand, that a fair and
equitable trans-Tasman Standardization system is put in place."

"The discussions are about developing a better mechanism for the development and distribution of
Standards, and it is imperative that in areas crucial for trans-Tasman trade we ensure the same Standards
are applied in both countries and, where necessary, we continue to develop and maintain joint Standards."

According to The Executive General Manager for Standards Development at Standards Australia, Mr Peter
Walsh: "Under any new agreement both organizations will still be able to adopt international Standards in
accordance with their commitments under the World Trade Organization [WTO]."

According to Mr Wraight: "I know both organizations and are looking forward to creating a fair and equitable
system for trans-Tasman standardization and are optimistic about the outcome of the talks."

For more information please contact Tom Godfrey at Standards Australia on (02) 8206 6863 or 0414
191034.
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