
SUBMISSION TO THE INQUIRY INTO COMPENSATION AND REHABILITATION FOR  

VETERANS 

 For some veterans, obtaining recognition of past service and making a successful claim for 
entitlements attached to that service is a herculean task. 

 As one of those who have fought for such recognition, at times it feels like you are all alone, 
confronted with a sea of shifting sand coming from the DVA authorities. The hopelessness of 
it all seems to permeate into your innermost self, which is why we are continuing to see so 
many veterans attempting suicide. 

To ensure those conducting the inquiry are confronted with the simple facts of the problem 
and the true cause of it (which is a failure to honour the contract between ADF members 
and Government) I have attached a publication (Onus of Proof - volume 2) that contains a 
description of the real life, extreme difficulties experienced by some veterans to have their 
past service recognised and to receive the entitlements attached to that service that are 
rightfully theirs. 

Harry Harkness 


