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Dear Commissioners. 

SUBM ISSION: NATIONAL WATER REFORM 2020 

On be half o f the orthern Land Council. I thank you fo r the opportunity to pro,·ide comments on 
the Product i, ity Commission ·s report on 1 ationa l Water Reform 2020. 

The Northern Land Counci l is an independent statutory authority responsible for assisting 
Aboriginal people in the northern region of the Northern Territory to acquire and manage their 
tradit iona l lands and ,,·aters. 

The Northern Land Counci l·s , ·ision is for a Territory in ,,·hich the ri ghts and responsibilities of 
e, ery Traditional O,vner are recognised and in ,,·hich Aboriginal people benefit economically. 
soc ially and cul turally from the secure possess ion of their lands. freslrn ater. seas and intellectual 
property. Our mission is to assist Aboriginal people in the northern region of the I orthern Territory 
to acquire and manage their traditional lands and seas. through strong leadership. adrncacy. industry 
engagement and management. 

Water is of great importance to Abori ginal Territorians. The I orthern Land Council constituents 
,·iew land. ,,·ater and people as being ine:,.; tricably connected. They ha,·e cultural and kinship 
responsibi lities and ob ligations under customary Im,· to look after ,,ater. and a responsibi lity fo r 
maintain ing ,, ater places so as to ensure sustainability is ac hie,·ed fo r the ,,·hole en,·ironment and 
e\'erything that it supports. 

Please do not hesitate to contact iVls Bridie Ve li k-Lord. our Em·ironmental Policy Officer 
 to discuss thi s submission in greater detail. 

Yours sincerely. 
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