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Animal welfare brief submissions 1

The Commission received a large number of brief submissions from private individuals
and organisations expressing opinions on the regulation of farm animal welfare in
Australia. These submissions are a valuable source of information about people’s views on
animal welfare issues. They are being considered by the Commissioners and staff, and will
be drawn on in the preparation of the final inquiry report.

Many of the submissions were in template form (there were three main templates). To aid
transparency and ease of reading by others with an interest in this inquiry, the Commission
has published the three submissions, followed by the names of the submitters.

To aid readability, some minor formatting has also been undertaken.



| strongly support recommendations 5.1 and 5.2 of the Draft Report, relating to the regulation of
farm animal welfare. - We urgently need an independent animal welfare body to develop animal
welfare standards that are based on current animal welfare science and community
expectations. The independent body should also be responsible for overseeing the
effectiveness of live export regulation and animal welfare enforcement at a state level. - Greater
resources must be dedicated to animal welfare policy and enforcement at federal and state
levels. - These reforms will improve community and consumer confidence in Australian livestock

industries and the government’s commitment to animal welfare.
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Establish a new independent farmed animal welfare body. The body should represent the
interests of farmed animals. The body should recognise the sentience of animals, as supported
by animal science. The main objective should be to end animal agriculture in Australia. This is
because animals suffer when used in agriculture and humans do not need to consume animal
products as shown by nutritional science. The farmed animal welfare body should plan for the
complete phasing out of animal agriculture within ten years. The body should conduct research
into how to phase out animal agriculture with the least impact on the economy and employment
and the best impact on the environment and human health. The managing board of the body
should only include those who represent the interests of animals and not include representatives
of animal agriculture industries. The body should educate the community about animal sentience,
animal exploitation in agriculture, and a healthy vegan diet. The community is 99% against
cruelty to animals and the majority believe that vegan diets can be healthy. Given the right
information, the public will support the complete phasing out of animal agriculture in Australia.
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Dear Commissioners, The Australian community expects animals involved in farming to be
treated with compassion and protected from cruel practices. | wish to lend my support to
recommendations 5.1 and 5.2 in the draft report seeking to provide national independent
frameworks for animal welfare. | recommend this body is a statutory Independent Office of
Animal Welfare (IOAW) which would: Have a mandate to achieve excellence in animal welfare.
Facilitate balanced consultation between all stakeholders on nationally consistent, evidence
based standards to protect animals from cruelty and promote good animal welfare. Meet the
expectations of the public and consumers with regard to animal welfare standards. Safeguard
Australia’s reputation and investment opportunities, by meeting international benchmarks for
animal welfare. Reduce poor animal welfare incidences by taking a proactive, instead of
reactive approach to animal welfare. Be staffed by policy, law & community consultation
experts, and guided by a balanced advisory committee, with strong animal welfare expertise.
The establishment of a national body for animal welfare has broad community support. Galaxy
polling undertaken by World Animal Protection in early 2016 found; 75% of people support the
re-establishment of a national body focusing on animal welfare. 84% believe the federal
government should set goals for animal welfare and have a plan to achieve them. A clear
majority of Australian believe farm animals could be treated better, both city residents (73%)
and rural and regional people (70%) alike. Horrific footage of animals involved in the live export
trade continue to shock the Australians. The draft report discusses the difficulty in assessing
community expectations related to animal welfare. It is safe to say the community expects
better than this.
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