Productivity Commission Act 1998
Part 2
8 General policy guidelines for Commission
(1) In the performance of its functions, the Commission must have regard to the need:

(a) to improve the overall economic performance of the economy through higher productivity in the
public and private sectors in order to achieve higher living standards for all members of the Australian community;
and

(b) to reduce regulation of industry (including regulation by the States, Territories and local
government) where this is consistent with the social and economic goals of the Commonwealth Government; and

(c) to encourage the development and growth of Australian industries that are efficient in their use of
resources, enterprising, innovative and internationally competitive; and

(d) to facilitate adjustment to structural changes in the economy and the avoidance of social and
economic hardships arising from those changes; and

(e) to recognise the interests of industries, employees, consumers and the community, likely to be
affected by measures proposed by the Commission; and

(f) to increase employment, including in regional areas; and
(9) to promote regional development; and

(h) to recognise the progress made by Australia’s trading partners in reducing both tariff and non-tariff
barriers; and

(i) to ensure that industry develops in a way that is ecologically sustainable; and

(j) for Australia to meet its international obligations and commitments.



