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Deur Professor Snape

DRAFT REPORT ON BROADCASTING

I amt wriling to make comment on your drafr report on hehalr of the Lobby. The Lobby
s a group of eoncerned cinizens who care about access, chotce and radocality in the

CONUNUNICAUONS ndasizy.

Fiestly ler me say thar the Lobby agrees with the tenor of the report and most of the
recommendations. The broadeasimg mdusery i Austraba has heen cramped for oo long
v g

v contzod The convergence of the web, personal compusers, mobile

ohones mud vadittonn o iRt consr e tieg ety pote
I wonn v o] tee gy e ey s o e
commead rour courage and Wish you success.
3 PR dations wo Sy
ALECDINITCIAATIONS WL S 6TH

+.4: absolutelv!

$.00 uprecd.

4.7 & L8 separation of spectrwm planning from leence ssue s essentad, T radiaonally
the same oreanisition has had conmral of both and manipulated access to one by the
other. Dur snecrrem management is hirrered with the debris from the folly of aur
spectrun: managers - lool at the dectsion to put 1V channels 54, and 2 A right mothe
miditle o7 tae BFM band. That meanc no TM radie tor 20 vears. Then ther wanted FM
radio to be m a non satndard band to encoutage Austialian manufacturing. Now diey

wanl unigque HIDTV standards. They are tools.

6.1: agreed. We should change to digital because it expands optons. Mandated ITDTV
does not and malkes no sense. Let the market decide,

.20 agreed - let us nor arntionlly constrain the meaning of datacasung. Convergenec 1s
coming. National multichanneling should not be prevented for anyone. It is already
effecuvely there on the web.

71 emphatically ves. Something is not necessarily wrong just becanse Ruperr Murdoch

wants 1L 1o happen n lus mterest In this case he s absolutely entilled to be pissed offl So

should consumers be.
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8.3: agreed - again we have the tarce 1n the regions where AM stanons were allowed to
bave an I'M station withowt breeching dus rule. Ciry stauons were not. [t 1s meanmgless
n o digieal world,

B4 ngreced,

1010 Agreed absolutely,

12.2: O Tf this just means maore commuity opportunity to be involved, but T would
not want this process to close out optnns, frestlct programiing Or stop access.

1.3 agreed.
1134 11g:‘¢:ud,
Recommendatons we do NOT support:

41 There 1 no need o heence production ¢f content. This is very backwaid step and a

threal wo treccoimn of speech.

1.2: This 1v a deadend. The coproach comes from the commercialisativa of Government

services and assers ol wie eaxdy 1990s, Whitie superticniile sezmble, 11 cunnot cope wiih the
coange nf value brovght abont by rechnelogical change or chunging Government

decisions. Today's stundon vis a vis FHTV 15 case ln point.

The value of the TV spectrum changes with technology. Channel 9s TV heence was
worth S5 milion belore cable/satellice and the DTV /HD TV proposals. If aot
jeopardismig thal value s a Governnent objecuve - and 1t seems © be - then access o
spectrum will be restricted. If we do not cate, we will allow other entrants to compete.
We shoulkd not value specttum in such 2 way as to male enty harder poittically.

Itis a lor ke heeosing more taxis, only these srreers can cope with 2 Tot more s,
Wlether there 1s a marker for the neweomers 15 thetr p‘.-TObIET-)‘l to work ouc nac the
Geoverninent's,

4.3 same as 4.2. What 13 the value ot the spectum and won't technology change 17 You
are creaunyr a future labiity tor Government and taxpavers that they will not want to pay

similar to the current one.

4.5 as for 4.2 and 4.3. The value of 2X°s licence dropped considerably when it ceased
to be the only licensed community staton mn Canberra.

11 let the groups wotk 1t out themselves, No subsidy.

L

5.2 Abornginal groups are no different (o any other commumnity broadeaster. No spectal

licenses.

[o¥]
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Arst releases. Tae ful amount should bhe announced m advance and :mnal homits on the

0,00 auctionig speciruin as v becomes w e wall arntamlle muse the price of the
amouns individuals can buy al tase release W prevent mual hoarding, it not used withun
one yeat, 1t shoutd be relingueshed.

9.1: Nor supporred. There should be no quoras. Thev coconrage cheating and crente roo
much bureaucracy in checking whether thev are be: ng met. if the people want local
maenal at prime nme, they wall =cek i Tooan open m:‘.r|~.cr like thar which vou are

suggesting should work, an entrant will always appear to meet an uwninet geed.

There mav he a piace for Governmenr grants o broadeasters w produce Slostralian
PLOFLANS, Sl that is 2aother SLOLY

0.2 INotsupported. Have vou nodced how mans kids prefer ther PC or Nickelodeon on
L .
cable/sarelhre? | wonder why rhat1s? Does it matrers

¥ 3 Not supported,
. Nor supporred.

.3 Novsupporied. The regulaory regime should be abohshed. Tris a joke. Tris connrer

free speech and unenforeable.

-

Finalle Tt me make & commenr an somm.

weineer spectium contiollers. tn 2 auber of })L‘lu:s LOu :-111\' ubouL Uie

resimiciod T amouant of .\.})LL[JL!’T: Currenny OAE ]\( rT‘IQ‘ A Const T"ll L1oon greater

acoigs o speoiram. Y ou wse 11 o explun why diere cannet be s fourth commercial TV

network naucaally [oos also why we have three pubic radio heenee Masprrants™ o

Canbera fignoing for ane livence.

This s con, Uhe mdey and TV spearmims can handie - conside rably more brondeasters
than we have at present without t:-lluu: digital trangmission into account | cite three

CRALTI e

= AL radio specirum runs from S8MHz o HIEMHz, Thar can accommuodate ar leasi
ferry B0 sranons in aoy locaocn. Have vorr ever beea to the USA or France or [aly?
= lhe UHEF TV bands have 41 channels w use. The most i use at any locanon s five.
That could be doubled warhour any degradanon ro local signals. In fact a sepanauon
- - . 1= . - ..
ot three would be OK too, so vou could have up to thirteen, no sweat; plus six in

VHF.

Decistons taken to restrict the number of statons is a political decision using fraudulent
technical reasons oy an excuse.

Yours sincerely

/_'?

2
’\nlh()n\a ] Rulmlaun
18 January 2000
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