
Comments and Thoughts on the draft report: 
 
Nannies and Grandparents – we struggle enough in our services to fill occupancy, without the added 
competition of nannies and grandparents being approved for CCB etc.  Whether there is a qualification 
attached or not – the reality is that nannies and grandparents will not be focused on providing the best 
possible early learning environments for our young Australians.  A huge part of their role is to tidy the 
house, cook the dinner, wash the clothes etc.  It may be a convenient thought, but it definitely won’t be 
in the best interests of children’s early learning, and it will greatly affect centres that are already 
struggling to stay afloat.  If we are looking at flexible options for families we already have that in Family 
Day Care.  We don’t believe Long Day Care is the place for overnight care, that would be the role of 
other services such as Family Day Care.  Children should be in a home, in a bed – not on a little 
stretcher in a child care centre.  Overnight care is not something we would ever like to see in ANY child 
care centre.   
 
There could be an option for slightly longer operating hours during the day, however there would also 
be an increase in staffing wages for this service, and therefore an increase in fees for this service.  Also, 
however, as is stands at the moment our families who get 50 hours CCB are already penalized if they 
come 5 days per week as we are open for 57.5 hours per week, so they are already charged more for their 
5th day.  If we were to open for longer hours, it would also cost them more from that perspective too.  If 
this was to come into play, maybe the CCB hours should be increased as well. 
 
   
Kindy at School -  I read something about a recommendation to attach our Kindy children (3-4 year 
olds in QLD) to schools.  This would see us close down.  At the moment there is absolutely no 
profitability in 0-3 care.  The only way we are able to make a small profit, is from the older children in 
our centres.  If you were to take our older children away – we wouldn’t be able to stay open.  Prep has 
already taken away all of our pre-schoolers (and is rapidly damaging them in the process), don’t take our 
Kindy children away too.  Children need to PLAY.  They shouldn’t be at school until they are 7 – never 
mind when they are 4.  This is a whole different argument, with LOTS of supporting evidence.  Let us 
keep our Kindy children so we can provide the best possible play and learning environment for them 
without the horrendous Australian Curriculum pushed down their throats.   
 
Reduced Quals for 0-3 – There is much research that supports the benefits of qualified educators for 
our babies and toddlers.  Their brain growth is rapid, their language development and sense of 
themselves and the world around them is in such an important stage.  It would be wrong for us to leave 
them with unqualified people who don’t understand the necessity of these crucial early years.  Whilst on 
the topic of qualifications, we feel it is necessary to raise some concern with the current Bachelor 
Qualifications.  There are a couple of problems we have clearly identified: 
 

1. The course qualifies people to teach BOTH in early childhood and schools.  Most people who 
complete their Bachelor of Education (Early Childhood), do it with the intention of teaching in 
a school, and use child care as a “fall back” option.  Many leave child care if they can get a good 
in the door of the school system, as they are attracted to the working hours, holidays and pay.  
There needs to be 2 separate courses.  One which is just for 0-5 years and does NOT allow 
graduates to teach in a school, and one which is for 5-12 years which DOES allow graduates to 
teach in a school.  Child care can’t be seen as a “fall back” option.  We need people in the 
industry who are passionate about early childhood and WANT to work within the child care 
industry, not people who aren’t good enough for school or who can’t get a job at a school.  They 
are NOT passionate about what they’re doing.  There is also a great difference in the content 
that should be in each of those courses.  Early Childhood in child care is VERY DIFFERENT 
than early childhood in a school.  We need to have educators in child care who understand the 



importance of PLAY, not those who think we need to push the ABC’s and 123’s down into 
Kindy Programs.   

2. Some of the courses are complete rubbish.  One of our Directors gained a scholarship for the 
Bachelor of Child and Family Services and it was a complete waste of time.  She was doing Year 
9 maths subjects and 90% of the course was useless for Early Childhood.  This course has 
qualified this Director to be a “Teacher” in a child care setting.  Whilst she is very competent at 
what she does, there are many who aren’t and I shudder to think that some people who have 
completed THAT course are now qualified to teach in our settings.  A review needs to be done 
on what courses are acceptable for our industry.  This course was NOT acceptable. 

 
 
Ratios – there wasn’t much said about ratios, however as a business owner, I would strongly suggest 
adopting the old QLD ratios.  With the change in ratios our centre will require 3 extra educators.  In 
order to fund the wages for 3 extra educators (working on approximately $50 000 each by the time you add super and 
payroll tax), we need to find an additional $150000 each year.  We are unable to absorb this cost and therefore it will need 
to be passed onto families.  Working at 75% occupancy (and please note, even though we have achieved the excellence 
rating, we have NEVER had 100% occupancy), fees would need to increase $12.45 per day to support the extra 3 
educators. 
 
We have already started to add a little bit more to our annual fee rise, so instead of rising $3 per day, we have made the last 
2 raises $5 per day.  When we raised fees by $5 in July last year, we immediately had families who dropped days, as they 
couldn’t afford the fee rise.  (We should also make mention that we are still the cheapest child care centre in our area at 
$74-$75 per day). 
 
Queensland ratios have always been good, and they have always supported high quality. 
 
6 weeks – 15 months –  1:4 
15 months – 2 years –  1:5 
2 years – 2.5 years -  1:6 
2.5 years – 3 years -  1:8 
3 years – 5 years -  1:12 
 
The ratios change gradually as the children get older and it is much more flexible.  We have always worked with a 1:8 for 
children aged 2.5 to 3 years, and to have to drop back to the new ratio of 1:6 affects us greatly.  We have always worked 
with a 1:5 for children aged 15 months – 2 years, and there really isn’t a need to bring it back to a 1:4.   
 
Whilst on the topic of ratios – there should be NO option to go greater that a 3x ratio eg 3 educators to 12 babies.  We 
know services won’t get an exceeding rating if they go above 3 educators to a group, however those who don’t care about 
the exceeding rating won’t care that they can’t get it.  They can still get meeting and run a baby farm with no further 
consequences.  
 
CCB and CCR – I was interested to read the proposal to join CCB and CCR and also about it being applied to a set rate.  I 
see this as being quite a fair way to look at things, however we need to ensure families are able to get relief for the whole 
number of hours the centre is open.  ie – we are open for 11.5 hours per day (57.5 hours per week), However families only 
get CCB for 50 of those hours which makes those coming 5 days quite expensive for their 5th day.  
 
Not in your report – Educating Families 
 
Unfortunately, there is a great perception in the community that children need to have the ABC’s and 123’s pushed down 
their throats when they are 3-4 years old.  There is much conversation on some of the “mummies” Facebook pages about 
how much better C&K are because they are “more structured” and children learn more. (I have posted an example post 
below”.  This is SO SAD.  There needs to be greater information to families about what is best for children – PLAY.  
Many are under some illusion that pushing formalized, teacher-directed learning down their throats will benefit them, they 
don’t understand how wrong this is. 
 



 



 



 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 


