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Dear (AACS),

(My husband) and I have a child, (Andrew), who is now twelve years old and has entered Year
7 at (XYZ) Christian Community School, the school he has attended since Kindergarten.
(Andrew) has Aspergers Syndrome, ADHD and intellectual disabilities.  He exhibits many of the
signs associated with Aspergers, notably poor social skills and a restricted pattern of behaviour
and interests coupled with hyperactivity and an inability to adjust and cope with changes in his
routines and environment.

Given these problems, (Andrew) finds it extremely difficult to cope academically and socially in
a mainstream class at year seven-age/grade level.  Frustration from a lack of understanding
and an inability to cope further exacerbates (Andrew’s) behavioural problems.

(Andrew) requires a high level of support and recent recommendations from specialists at the
Royal Far West Children’s Scheme, along with the experiences of the staff at his school and
our own observations suggest (Andrew) requires an STLD.  (Andrew’s) school is currently
unable to provide a full time STLD due to a lack of funding.  A part-time aid is available to
assist (Andrew) for half a day per week.

An alternative would be to send (Andrew) to (Government) High School, which has a program
for children with moderate levels of disabilities, as well as the support resources and staff
required.  To gain access to the funding and STLD support that (Andrew) needs, it has been
suggested that we move (Andrew) to this school.
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However, inherent in the child with Asperger’s is an inability to cope with change and we and
his specialists feel the move would not be beneficial to (Andrew).  Coupled with this, (Andrew)
would be required to catch two buses each way to (Government High School), a trip fraught
with hazards.  (Andrew) has already experienced problems catching one bus that goes directly
to his current school.

I feel (Andrew) is being disadvantaged by the current funding situation for disabled children in
non-Government schools.  I know that a disabled child in a Government school will receive a
much higher level of funding than a child with the same disability enrolled in a non-Government
school.

I would like to see (Andrew) receive the support he requires supplied at our school of choice.

(Andrew’s) disability is no more or no less regardless of the school he attends and the support
he requires is the same regardless of the school we have chosen for him.

I would like to see the Government understand the plight of families caring for children with
disabilities.  In particular, I am asking that the Government supply the same level of funding for
each disabled child regardless of the school their families have chosen for them.  The current
system of funding is putting strain on the child, the family and the school he or she attends.

In our case, it is an almost impossible decision.  Do we keep him where he is, where (Andrew)
is on familiar ground, but limited funding which means limited support available, or do we force
him to make a very difficult transition in order to access a higher level of support including an
STLD?

We would like freedom of choice in this issue.  Currently, our only choice is dependent on the
differing levels of support for children with disabilities that exists between Government and non-
Government schools.  We would like to be able to choose the school for (Andrew).  In our
case, our choice is (XYZ) Christian Community School, which provides the Christian education
we desire for (Andrew) within an environment in which (Andrew) feels safe and familiar.

Yours sincerely,
(Mother)

�
�
������

���������� �	
�������
��� ���
����������
�:

“We are parents of a severely vision-impaired child who attends a non-Government (Christian
school) in (Western Sydney).  The Deaf and Blind Children’s Centre at North Rocks have been
assisting in (Richard’s) special academic requirements for the past six years.

The work involved has been quite extensive as (Richard) requires all his textbooks and readers
to be reproduced in a large print format.  (Richard) needs various vision aids such as large
screen computer, binoculars, monocular visulette and slope board.  The Deaf and Blind
Children’s Centre have assessed (Richard’s) itinerant support needs as five and a half hours
broken up over two days per week.

This is a sample of the font size that
(Richard) requires for all his textbooks and
readers.
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We are very pleased with the support (Richard) has received from his Christian school and the
Deaf and Blind Children’s Centre.

In Terms 3 and 4 of 2000, the Deaf and Blind Children’s Centre charged the Christian school
$892.50 for their services.  This year (2001) for Terms 1 and 2, they have charged &1,740 (an
agreement has recently been made that the Christian school will only pay 50% of yearly
charges).  It seems that Government funding has not increased accordingly.

It seems that because we have chosen to send (Richard) to a non-Government school, that he
is being severely disadvantaged as opposed to a child attending a Government school.

Shouldn’t ALL students with special needs, whether Government or non-Government, receive
the same level of funding?

Yours sincerely,
(Mother and Father)
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