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By LORNA KNOWLES -

A MAN stood by as
his accomplice shot an
elderly man dead be-
fore executing his

bound and gagged de -

facto wife during a
home invasion, a court
heard yesterday.
Peter Francis, 44, of
Ainslie, Canberra, is on
trial for the murders of
Edward Cavanagh, 72,
and his partner Carme-
lita Lee, 37, at their

home in Sydney’s south-

west 14 years ago.
Francis has pleaded
not guilty.
In her opening ad-

dress, Crown Prosecu-

tor Margaret Cunneen
told a jury in the NSW
Supreme Court that
"Francis and another
. man, Lindsay Rose, had
"planned to rob Mr Cava-
nagh’s home,

Prancis had flown to
. 8ydney from Canberra
on January 20, 1984, for
“the job”, she sa.I(L

M Cavanagh_ ran a
“trucking business from
~home and was known to

have large sums of cash
with him a{ his house.

The pair wenf to Mr -

Cavanagh’s home "ab’
Hoxton Park, on Janu—
ary 20, 1984,

At the time Mr Cava-
nagh was drinking with
friends at a nearby ho-
tel, - but Ms Lee was
home.

Ms Cunneen said
when Ms Lee came {o
the door, Rose forced
his way in and tied her
wrists and ankles with
telephone cord, linking
them behind her back.

They put her on a

double waterbed in the

Shot . . . Edward Cavanagh

master bedroom and be-
gan searching the
house for money when
Mr Cavanagh arrived
home.

There was a struggle
~up the hallway to the
deor of the master bed-
room, where Rose shot
Mr Cavanagh in the

‘back of the head at

point blank range.
Francis said in a pol-

ice interview he heard

Mr Cavanagh “gurgling

‘away on the floor” and
- told Rose: “You can't

leave 8 man like that.”

Francis claimed Rose
then dragged Mr Cava-
nagh into the bedroom
and shot him three
more times in the back
of the head and neck,
before waving the gun
in Ms Lee's face, de-
manding {0 know where
the money was.

Ms Lee allegedly
cried: “No more money,
no inoney, no money”

before Rose shot her
four times at close
range in the back of the
head and back. o

Francis allegedly told
police the . pair ran-
sacked the house and
Rose shot open & roll-

* top organ in the lounge.

Rose then drove
Prancls to Sydney Air-
port, where he caught a
flight back to Canberra.

Mr (Cavanagh's son,.
Gien, discovered the
bodies the next day.

Ms Cunneen said
while Rose had pulled
the trigger for each of
the nine shots fireqd,
Francis had not with-
drawn from the of-
fences and was there-
fore liable for them.

The court heard Rose
had been dealt with
over the killings and
had refused to give evi-

" dence at the trial, which

continues tod&y.
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should be applied “for the benefit of the community”. The trustees will be fully at liberty to
recommend gambling-related community benefit applications, but the trustees should not
be regarded as having primary public responsibility in that regard. If that view were taken,
governments in the future could see themselves as free from having to play a role of
addressing gambling-related social harm.

4.8.3 Before leaving reference to the: Fund | regard it as desirable to require the
trustees to make an annual report to Parliament. It may be that when the ftrust is formally
established it will fall within the scope of the Annuai Reports (Statutory Bodies) Act 1984.
It it does not, then a specific statutory obligation to report should be imposed on the
trustees by clause 113. This is one aspect of a much wider principle: the public
importance of proper administration of casinos, the necessary width of the powers and
discretions of the Authority and the need to ensure public confidence in every aspect of the
administration of the legistation combine to create a high level of public accountability;
publicly available reports to Parliament are a most important element meeting the
requirements of accountability.

4.9 FUNDING FOR RESEARCH, EDUCATION AND SERVICES

491 In paragraph P15 of the Preface to this Report | made specific reference both to
the need for, and to the funding of, social programs. The paragraph will bear repeating:

There is a final consideration to which | attach a high degree of importance. The
"L tax revenue derivable from one or more casinos could provide the source of

A"d'

W e generously adequate funding for major on-going research into and study of the
f ’ 40.:/ overall effects ot all forms of gambling, a major public educational program
. N VO covering the potential dangers of all forms of gambling and major extensions of
o the support and therapeutic services available to alleviate the harm caused by all _
’ forms of gambling. As gambling is a national predilection, it would seem entirely
appropriate that the___ research and educatlonal programs be ¢ conducted on a
@s NSW could, perhaps.hlﬁﬁféie'_ar]romt program with other her States and

’ Temritpries financed by casino revenues from across the nation. The social
services responsibiliies of the Commonwealth could well result in its active

support for such an initiative.

492 My specific recommendation, pursuant to those comments, is that generously
adequate fundin should be _made avallable to meet those needs. Casino taxation

e i ————— e

revenues dwarf the amount requ:red in this regard The quoted paragraph is & summary.
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Twelve specific topics justifying inclusion in these programs have peen identified during the
course of the Inquiry:

# 1. A continuing media campaign designed to raise the level of awareness of
problem gambling in the community. The campalgn should inciude

education in schools and in the workplace.

I 2. Research into gambling behaviour generally, including, but not limited to,
research into the nature and prevalence of problem gambiing, factors

l aftecting the development of problem gambling and the relationship between
problem gambling and crime.

3. Research into the social and economic effects of probiem gambling on
individuals, families and the community generally mcludmg research into the

l (ﬁucf /éc’;‘— %Z//‘““*‘“" costs of problem gambling to the community.

197742

I ,‘"7‘ 4. Research into treatment of problem gamblers including a study of the costs

75 i o0 jpad and efficacy of various forms of treatment.
mé w"—‘la x4 1’7 . . . . .
,.(,écuo 5. The establishment of a centralised reference tacility for information on
5‘4‘ < ,4&)-’-4 problem gambling.
e
"'Z’M"‘ /,u:—_____—'

o Specialist training for personal and financial counsellors to enable them to
(,;uu-c’f/ / ’27“"“2;”"" effectively counsel people with gambling problems.

P
A/W‘*M 7.

l ﬂ:’/ﬁf—,uZo%ﬂ- e.«:ﬁigambiers

]/j/ /dw. ”wf 8. Provision of crisis accommodation for problem gamblers.

Provision of personal and financial counselling services for problem

) L""”’é 9. Provision of hospital in-patient treatment facilities for problem gamblers.

' srﬁr/’/ V_Z;é{f

4/@ nidé &7 10. Specialist training for counsellors and other social welfare workers t0 enable
! them to detect and effectively counsel and help family members and others

ﬂ ' , //;{ /(:' el affected by their relationship to a problem gambier.
& et o
I /La:"—‘r {7{'/‘"“ 11 P P . . .
l L . rovision of counselling and other welfare services for family members and
- g;.;.,,f/ s foirth), others affected by their relationship with a problem gambler.
ant fe< ee ol
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