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Ken Jasper, MLA,
15 Murphy St.,
Wangaratta 3677.

Dear Sir, ;
In an interview broadcast on ABC-2CO April 5™ 1999 Graeme Bechaz, (
Weekly Telegraph, Wangaratta referred to comment by the Minister for Planning,%
Rob McLellan about the failure of Shire of Delatite and the Rural City of %
Wangaratta to introduce planning controls to stop the introduction of Electronic |
Gaming Machines in strip shopping centres. Discussion of these controls is /
included in the Hansard record of the debate on the Alcohol Control Reform Bill, /
Spring Session 1998, Assembly, Victoria_r_lfg_rliament;_w’_____/__(,\
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Hansard records Mr Haemeyer speaking of the direct relationship between the
liquor industry and the gaming industry. He discusses changes in legislation to
abolish the Liquor Licensing Commission and replace it with a Director of
Liquor Licensing under the control of the Minister and an advisory panel
appointed by the Minister. He explains the Bill reduces the capacity of residents
to object on the grounds of local amenity or social concern. An existing
operation would be able to apply for an extended license and run for 24 hours a
day.

Mrs Maddigan refers to the rights of Victorians to appeal against liquor licenses,
and the removal of requirement for advertising in the press of applications to
inform communities and allow objections.  Mr Hulls records a direct link exists
in this state between liquor licenses and the ability of the holders of licenses to
obtain approval for gaming machines. He refers to the Gaming Machines
Control Act and the import of the decision to grant a liquor license is
fundamental to the granting of gaming licenses.

The debate repeatedly records concern at the lack of public scrutiny of the Bill.
Hansard records you were in the house when Mr Haemeyer related the case of the
Craigeburn Sporting Club which has a full liquor license and serves food and has
gaming machines. It was formed from the joining of the Craigeburn Football
Club, Craigeburn Cricket Club and a number of sporting clubs.

The Victorian Casino and Gaming Authority research report 1997 “Impact of
EGM:s on Small Rural Communities” records Maffra Community Sports Club
has license approval for 25 gaming machines.



Ci«ify
I have forwarded to the Productivity Commission, Gambling Inquiry, an 80-page
submission. This submission documents substantial funding by the Victorian
Government through the Community Support Fund of a building which with the
coordination of planning regulations, liquor and gambling licensing controls
threatens the introduction of EGMs into my local community in the Rural City of
Wangaratta.

Yours faithfully,

Alison. G. Walpole.

Copy to Rob Hulls MLA.
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_.51 NEW enteriaipment centre and an
artificial lake are among the suggestions

already received as part of the Rural City
of Wangaratta's call for major project
fdeas.

Rural city chlef executive officer
Graeme Emonson said council has been
pleased with the response to the invitation
extended to residents to identify commu-
nity enhancement projects they believe

1 could be developed over the next 15 years.
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comimercial pressure on TabCorp
-and Tattersalls which was not always
consistent with responsible gaming.

“We can't complain’ when the
operators decide that they will
ield per machine,” he
said. “If they've got no chance to
increase the aggregate number, then
they're going to look at indivi };@1
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eview of all areas next
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“We have been getting several project
submisslons, including an artsfentertain-
ment centre, lake, and o the water-
ways to the urban_area,” Mr Emonson
said.

«Council is obviously anxieus to ensure
it receives a broad range of input, and we
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look forward to recelving more ideas be-
fore the end of April.”

Suggestions about prajects which could
be implemented in the municipality over
the next 15 years will be received until
Friday, April 30.

Expressions of interest are also sought
from people interested in participating as
2 member of the working group which
will oversee the selection of major projects
to be pursued. '
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