
Domestic premises
The Asbestos Diseases Foundation estimates that up to 
25 per cent of newly diagnosed cases of mesothelioma are 
in respect of home renovators.  
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people would be aware that asbestos has also been used to 
reinforce some marble swimming pools.���  
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While Master Builders supports efforts to educate home own-
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and the home owner suspects that the building may contain 
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permitted to be carried out by a person licensed to remove 
asbestos. 

Recommendation 5
Master Builders recommends that the removal of 
any friable asbestos or more than 10 square metres 
of bonded asbestos should only be permitted to be 
carried out by a person licensed to remove asbestos 
and should apply to all situations (all workplaces and 
domestic premises that are not workplaces).
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of asbestos should end immediately to ensure that 
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to their health.  

Recommendation 2
Master Builders supports the uniform regulation of 
asbestos management, control and removal across 
jurisdictions, including consistent training and licensing 
requirements.  

Recommendation 3
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of asbestos management, control and removal across 
jurisdictions should be maintained and enforced as it 
already provides a realistic and adequate framework for 
the gradual removal of asbestos containing materials 
from all premises (domestic and commercial).  

Recommendation 4
Master Builders’ recommends that the current 
requirement in the Code of Practice for the Management 
and Control of Asbestos in Workplaces for the person in 
control of a workplace to maintain an accurate register 
of asbestos containing materials should be retained.

Recommendation 5
Master Builders recommends that the removal of 
any friable asbestos or more than 10 square metres 
of bonded asbestos should only be permitted to be 
carried out by a person licensed to remove asbestos 
and should apply to all situations (all workplaces and 
domestic premises that are not workplaces).
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Conclusion and summary of  
recommendations
Master Builders is committed to reducing the incidence rate 
for serious claims and fatalities in the building and con-
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Introduction
Master Builders supports the introduction of best practice in 
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The number of people diagnosed with mesothelioma and 
other asbestos-related conditions is rising every year.  The 
number of people diagnosed with asbestos related dis-
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such material.

Background
Asbestos-related diseases are moving away from heavy 
exposures (involving direct contact with airborne asbestos 
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containing materials) to diseases resulting from exposures 
during the abatement of loose asbestos and the use and 
removal of asbestos containing materials.2 

The occupations that account for the greatest number of 
mesothelioma cases have changed over the years from 
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greater absolute numbers to the national mesothelioma toll.#  
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cent of all compensated fatalities in the building and con-
struction industry were related to exposure to asbestos.5  

Master Builders is committed to reducing the incidence rate 
for serious claims and fatalities in the building and construc-
�������
�����$��&
�����*���
���N�6QS3�4���	��*���������)((!G

)(�O���	�������&
�����*���
���N�	�����������������%
����
��
6QS3�3��
�����
�
����
	���������������
����	������������
�
�
targets in that strategy. One of the strategic priorities is to 
prevent occupational disease more effectively.  

Master Builders therefore supports the Code of Practice for 
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and has done so from the time of their introduction.  

Recommendation 1
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asbestos should end immediately to ensure that work-
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health.  
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Recommendation 2
Master Builders supports the uniform regulation of 
asbestos management, control and removal across 
jurisdictions, including consistent training and licensing 
requirements.  

Eradication of asbestos
The ACTU has recently called for the establishment of a 
national program to accelerate the removal of asbestos.!�� 

Master Builders supports existing programs to remove 
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the indirect impact of the disruption to their business while 
the asbestos is removed.  

Given the large number of buildings which contain asbestos 
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disposal.  

Master Builders preferred approach is that asbestos be left in 
situ and wherever possible should not be disturbed. Where 
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recommends that the alternative abatement measures out-
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response.  

Recommendation 3
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tion of asbestos management, control and removal 
across jurisdictions should be maintained and enforced 
as it already provides a realistic and adequate frame-
work for the gradual removal of asbestos containing 
materials from all premises (domestic and commercial).  

Register of infrastructure  
containing asbestos
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does not contain asbestos.  
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Recommendation 4
Master Builders’ recommends that the current 
requirement in the Code of Practice for the Management 
and Control of Asbestos in Workplaces for the person in 
control of a workplace to maintain an accurate register 
of asbestos containing materials should be retained.�� <������������
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Asbestosis.
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tion as approved codes of practice.  
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