
Regulation Benchmarking Study: Planning, Zoning and Development Assessments 
Productivity Commission 
GPO Box 1428 Canberra City 
ACT 2601 
By email: planning@pc.gov.au 
 
 
 
 
Dear Sir / Madam, 

Performance Benchmarking of Australian Business Regulation:  
Planning, Zoning and Development Assessments — Productivity 
Commission Issues Paper 
Thank you for the opportunity to review and respond to the Issues Paper on the 
Performance Benchmarking of Australian Business Regulation, produced by the 
Productivity Commission. 
Certain Planning would like to thank the Productivity Commission for the opportunity 
to provide comments in response to the Issues Paper regarding the performance 
benchmarking of Planning, Zoning and Development Assessments. 
It is understood that the Issues Paper is the first step of the study, with a draft report 
to be prepared and is anticipated to be released for public comment in October 2010.  
A formal response is provided and relates to the following identified themes: 

• Impact on efficiency and effectiveness in the functioning of cities, and 

• Ensuring adequate supply of land for different uses. 
This response enables the awareness of the Productivity Commission of a Formal 
Submission made to the NSW State Government. The Submission is attached and 
has direct relevance to the above themes and associated issues. 
The Formal Submission to the NSW State Government is consistent with 
Infrastructure Australia’s recent Report to the Council of Australian Governments 
June 2010 and readily sourced vide the following link:   
http://www.infrastructureaustralia.gov.au/publications.aspx 

In this Report  (Chapter 3 — Transforming Our Cities — page 20/21) states the 
intention to ‘work with the Council of Australian Governments Reform  Council 
and the State and Territory administrations  to ensure that metropolitan 
strategies meet the national objective and criteria for city planning’, and in 
particular, noted that ‘to win support urban infrastructure proposals will need to 
be well integrated with surrounding land use, and will need to leverage high 
quality, higher intensity land use outcomes that maximise the benefit of the 
infrastructure investment and contribute to a more compact, sustainable and 
diverse urban form.’   Reference is also made to: 

• ‘leveraging concurrent outcomes for increased productivity’, and  

• ‘development rights at and around transport nodes and  land value capture 
mechanisms, including the use of a metropolitan transport property rate as 
a funding source.’ 

Certain Planning would again like to thank the Productivity Commission for the 
opportunity to comment on the Issues Paper, and welcomes the opportunity for 
continued involvement in the benchmarking study. 



If you have any further queries please do not hesitate to contact as per the phone or 
email details below. 
Yours faithfully 
 
 

Robert Senior 
Director 
Certain Planning Pty Ltd 
Box 1144 Haymarket 
Sydney 2000 
ABN 26 071 419 639 



 

 
From: Robert Senior [mailto:robert.senior@optusnet.com.au]  
Sent: Friday, 28 May 2010 4:52 PM 

To: 'metrostrategy@planning.nsw.gov.au' 
Subject: RESPONSE TO METROPOLITAN STRATEGY REVIEW DISCUSSION PAPER  

 

 

Submissions Manager, 

 

Attached is a response to the Sydney Metropolitan Strategy Review 2036 Discussion Paper.   

 

The purpose of the Submission is to describe the utilisation of Air space above rail for the 

delivery of Transit Oriented Development as a contributing solution to: 
 

• the improved integration of strategic land-use and transport planning and 

infrastructure; 

• the evident realisation of ‘air space’ as a Government owned portfolio within the GMR 

rail network; 

• the consequential opportunity to redress an existing lazy asset and generate a 

substantial but unscheduled revenue stream; 

• the current difficulties faced with existing urban area infill;  

• the provision of transit oriented development for such uses as residential, commuter 

car parking, long day child care centres, vertical aged care facilities, and dependent on 

location specific unmet demand - possibly commercial or retail or both; 

• the enhancement of public transport patronage, lessened car dependency, lessened 

road congestion, improved road safety and reduced GHG emissions. 

 

 

Should you have any issues you wish to discuss regarding the Submission please do not 

hesitate to contact the undersigned. 

 

Regards, 

 

Robert Senior 

 

 

Director 

Certain Planning Pty Ltd 

ABN 26 071 419 639 

Mob:  0419 431 064 

robert.senior@optusnet.com.au 
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