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12 Outcomes for Torres Strait Islander 
people 

Box 12.1 Key messages 
• Between 2001 and 2006: 

– the proportion of Torres Strait Islander people aged 15 years or over who had 
completed year 12 or an equivalent increased from 27.4 per cent to 32.2 per cent 
(figure 12.1) and the proportion aged 25–64 years with a non-school qualification 
increased from 21.8 per cent to 28.5 per cent (figure 12.2) 

– the proportion of Torres Strait Islander people aged 15–64 years who were 
employed increased from 49.5 per cent to 55.1 per cent (figure 12.3) 

– after adjusting for the effects of inflation, median individual incomes for Torres 
Strait Islander people aged 15 years and over increased by 3.9 per cent 
(figure 12.4) 

– there was little change in the proportion of Torres Strait Islander people living in a 
home owned or being purchased by a member of the household (around 
28 per cent) (figure 12.7) or in the proportion living in overcrowded housing 
(around 25 per cent) (figure 12.9).  

 

12.1 Selected outcomes for Torres Strait Islander people 

The estimated Indigenous population of Australia at 30 June 2006 was 517 043, of 
whom 53 337 (10.3 per cent of the Indigenous population) were Torres Strait 
Islander people. People who identified as being of Torres Strait Islander origin only 
comprised 6.4 per cent of the Indigenous population, while the remaining 
3.9 per cent identified as being of both Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander origin. 
The majority (61.5 per cent) of Torres Strait Islander people lived in Queensland 
(ABS 2008). For more information on the distribution of the Indigenous population, 
including Torres Strait Islander people, see ABS (2007).  

Torres Strait Islander people comprise a small proportion of the Australian 
population (and of the Indigenous population), making it difficult to extract reliable 
data on Torres Strait islander people from surveys and administrative data 
collections. The five-yearly ABS Census provides the most reliable data on Torres 
Strait Islander people.  
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This chapter presents a selection of results from the ABS 2001 Census and ABS 
2006 Census showing outcomes for Torres Strait Islander, Aboriginal and 
non-Indigenous people. These outcomes are selected proxy measures of the COAG 
targets and other headline indicators and the strategic areas for action. In these data, 
‘Torres Strait Islander’ comprises people who identified as ‘Torres Strait Islander 
only’ and people who identified as ‘Both Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander’. 
‘Aboriginal’ in this section is limited to people who identified as ‘Aboriginal only’.  

Data for this chapter are disaggregated into three geographical areas; the Torres 
Strait Indigenous Region (which was known as the Torres Strait Area in 2001, and 
is directly comparable), the Balance of Queensland, which comprises the remainder 
of Queensland, and the Balance of Australia, which comprises the remainder of 
Australia. This contrasts to other chapters of this report which are geographically 
disaggregated by remoteness areas and by State and Territory. The three 
geographical areas used in this section of the report better reflect the distribution of 
Torres Strait Islander people across Australia. Data for each of these areas includes 
a small number of people whose usual residence was not stated or inadequately 
described. 

Highest year of school completed 

Figure 12.1 Proportion of people aged 15 years and over who had 
completed year 12 or equivalenta, b, c 
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a Excludes people still attending secondary school and those who did not state their highest year of school 
completed. b Torres Strait Islander includes people who identified as Torres Strait Islander only or both 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander origin. Aboriginal includes people who identified as being of Aboriginal 
origin. c Calculations exclude those who did not state their highest year of schooling completed.  

Source: ABS (unpublished) derived from the 2006 Census of Population and Housing; 2001 Census of 
Population and Housing; table 12A.2; table 12A.4. 
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Between 2001 and 2006, for those aged 15 years and over: 

• the proportion of Torres Strait Islander people who had completed year 12 or an 
equivalent increased from 27.4 per cent to 32.2 per cent (figure 12.1) 

• the proportion of Aboriginal people who had completed year 12 or an equivalent 
increased from 18.6 per cent to 21.9 per cent (figure 12.1) 

• the proportion of non-Indigenous people who had completed year 12 or an 
equivalent increased from 43.4 per cent to 49.1 per cent (figure 12.1) 

• the proportion of Torres Strait Islander people who had competed year 12 or an 
equivalent increased from 32.4 per cent to 38.5 per cent in the Torres Strait 
Indigenous Region (tables 12A.2 and 12A.4) increased from 32.1 per cent to 
36.5 per cent in the Balance of Queensland (tables 12A.2 and 12A.4) and 
increased from 21.5 per cent to 25.5 per cent in the Balance of Australia 
(tables 12A.2 and 12A.4). 

The proportion of Torres Strait Islander people who had completed year 12 or an 
equivalent increased for those aged 25–34, 35–44, 45–54, 55–64 and 65 years and 
over (tables 12A.2 and 12A.4).  

In both 2001 and 2006 the proportion of Torres Strait Islander people who had 
completed year 12 or an equivalent was highest amongst those aged 25–34 years, 
and lower among older age groups (tables 12A.2 and 12A.4).  

In both 2001 and 2006 the proportion of Torres Strait Islander people aged 15 years 
and over who had completed year 12 or an equivalent was slightly higher amongst 
those who lived in the Torres Strait Indigenous Region than in the Balance of 
Queensland and much higher than those who lived in the Balance of Australia.  
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Post secondary education 

Figure 12.2 Proportion of people aged 25–64 with a non-school 
qualificationa, b, c, d 
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a Includes ‘Certificate Level’, ‘Advanced Diploma & Diploma Level’, ‘Bachelor Degree Level’, ‘Graduate 
Diploma & Graduate Certificate Level’, ‘Postgraduate Degree Level’ and ‘Level of education inadequately 
described’. b The denominator for this calculation includes ‘Persons who have a qualification that is out of 
scope of this variable’, ‘Persons with no qualifications’ and ‘Level of education not stated.’ c Denominator for 
calculation includes ‘Level of education not stated’. d Torres Strait Islander includes people who identified as 
Torres Strait Islander only or both Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander origin. Aboriginal includes people who 
identified as being of Aboriginal origin only. 

Source: ABS (unpublished) derived from the 2006 Census of Population and Housing; 2001 Census of 
Population and Housing; table 12A.6; table 12A.8. 

In both 2001 and 2006, for people aged 25–64 years, the proportion of Torres Strait 
Islander people with a non-school qualification was slightly higher than for 
Aboriginal people, but much lower than for non-Indigenous people. 

Between 2001 and 2006, for people aged 25–64 years: 

• the proportion of Torres Strait Islander people with a non-school qualification 
increased from 21.8 per cent to 28.5 per cent (figure 12.2) 

• the proportion of Aboriginal people with a non-school qualification increased 
from 19.3 per cent to 25.8 per cent (figure 12.2) 

• the proportion of non-Indigenous people with a non-school qualification 
increased from 45.7 per cent to 52.5 per cent (figure 12.2). 

In both 2001 and 2006, for people aged 25–64 years, the proportion of Torres Strait 
Islander people with a bachelor degree or higher was slightly lower than for 
Aboriginal people, and much lower than for non-Indigenous people (tables 12A.6 
and 12A.8). 
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Between 2001 and 2006, for people aged 25–64 years: 

• the proportion of Torres Strait Islander people with a bachelor degree or higher 
increased from 3.6 per cent to 4.7 per cent (tables 12A.6 and 12A.8) 

• the proportion of Aboriginal people with a bachelor degree or higher increased 
from 4.0 per cent to 5.2 per cent (tables 12A.6 and 12A.8) 

• the proportion of non-Indigenous people with a bachelor degree or higher 
increased from 17.4 per cent to 21.5 per cent (tables 12A.6 and 12A.8). 

• the proportion of Torres Strait Islander people with Certificate III or IV as their 
highest non-school qualification increased from 10.0 per cent to 13.4 per cent 
(tables 12A.6 and 12A.8) 

• the proportion of Aboriginal people aged 25–64 with Certificate III or IV as their 
highest non-school qualification increased from 8.5 per cent to 11.7 per cent 
(tables 12A.6 and 12A.8) 

• the proportion of non-Indigenous people with Certificate III or IV as their 
highest non-school qualification higher increased from 16.0 per cent to 
17.0 per cent (tables 12A.6 and 12A.8). 

In both 2001 and 2006, for people aged 25–64 years, the proportion of Torres Strait 
Islander people with a Certificate III or IV as their highest non-school qualification 
was slightly higher than for Aboriginal people but slightly lower than for non-
Indigenous people. 

In both 2001 and 2006, the proportion of Torres Strait Islander people with a 
non-school qualification was highest in the 25–34 and 35–44 years age groups. A 
similar pattern occurred for Aboriginal and non-Indigenous people. More 
information on the age breakdown of non-school qualifications can be found in 
tables 12A.5 to 12A.8.  

In both 2001 and 2006, the proportion of Torres Strait Islander people 
aged 25–64 years with a non-school qualification varied substantially across 
Australia.  

Between 2001 and 2006, for Torres Strait Islander people aged 25–64 years:  

• the proportion with a non-school qualification increased significantly in the 
Torres Strait Indigenous Region (from 15.7 per cent to 35.1 per cent) 
(tables 12A.6 and 12A.8) – mainly due to an increase in the proportion of males 
and females with a certificate level 3 or 4 

• the proportion with a non-school qualification increased slightly in the Balance 
of Queensland (from 22.1 per cent to 27.4 per cent) and in the Balance of 
Australia (from 23.3 per cent to 27.3 per cent) (tables 12A.6 and 12A.8).  
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In both 2001 and 2006, Torres Strait Islander, Aboriginal and non-Indigenous males 
aged 25–64 years were more likely than females to have a non-school qualification 
– primarily a certificate 3 or 4 (tables 12A.6 and 12A.8). However, between 2001 
and 2006 the proportion of Torres Strait Islander, Aboriginals and non-Indigenous 
females aged 25–64 years with a non-school qualification increased, and at a faster 
rate than for males, closing the relative and absolute gap (tables 12A.6 and 12A.8). 

Labour force status 

This section presents data for employment, unemployment and persons not in the 
labour force as proportions of the population of working age (aged 15–64 years). 
This is a different approach to measures of employment and unemployment as a 
proportion of the labour force.  

Figure 12.3 Labour force status, people aged 15–64 years, 2001 and 
2006a, b 
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a  Torres Strait Islander includes people who identified as Torres Strait Islander only or both Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander origin. Aboriginal includes people who identified as being Aboriginal only. b Calculations 
exclude those who did not state their labour force status.  

Source: ABS (unpublished) derived from the 2006 Census of Population and Housing; 2001 Census of 
Population and Housing; table 12A.21; table 12A.22. 

In both 2001 and 2006, for 15–64 year olds, a higher proportion of Torres Strait 
Islander people were employed than Aboriginal people. However, a much lower 
proportion of Torres Strait Islander than non-Indigenous people were employed.  

Between 2001 and 2006, for 15–64 year olds: 

• the proportion of Torres Strait Islander people who were employed increased 
from 49.5 per cent to 55.1 per cent (figure 12.3) 
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• the proportion of Aboriginal people who were employed increased from 
42.5 per cent to 47.2 per cent (figure 12.3) 

• the proportion of non-Indigenous people who were employed increased from 
68.0 per cent to 71.7 per cent (figure 12.3). 

In both 2001 and 2006, for those aged 15–64 years, similar proportions of Torres 
Strait Islander and Aboriginal people were unemployed. A much lower proportion 
of non-Indigenous people were unemployed (figure 12.4). 

Between 2001 and 2006, for 15–64 year olds: 

• the proportion of Torres Strait Islander people who were unemployed decreased 
from 11.0 per cent to 7.7 per cent (figure 12.3) — this equates to a fall in the 
unemployment rate of 6 percentage points (from 18.2 per cent to 12.3 per cent) 

• the proportion of Aboriginal people who were unemployed decreased from 
10.8 per cent to 9.0 per cent (figure 12.3) — this equates to a fall in the 
unemployment rate of 4 percentage points (from 20.3 per cent to 16.1 per cent) 

• the proportion of non-Indigenous people who were unemployed decreased from 
5.3 per cent to 3.9 per cent (figure 12.3) — this equates to a fall in the 
unemployment rate of 2 percentage points (from 7.3 per cent to 5.1 per cent). 

In both 2001 and 2006, for 15–64 year olds: 

• lower proportions of Torres Strait Islander people were not in the labour force 
than Aboriginal people. However, much lower proportions of non-Indigenous 
people were not in the labour force (figure 12.3). 

Between 2001 and 2006, for 15–64 year olds: 

• the proportion of Torres Strait Islander people who were not in the labour force 
decreased from 39.5 per cent to 37.2 per cent (figure 12.3) 

• the proportion of Aboriginal people who were not in the labour force decreased 
from 46.7 per cent to 43.8 per cent (figure 12.3) 

• the proportion of non-Indigenous people who were not in the labour force 
decreased from 26.7 per cent to 24.5 per cent (figure 12.3). 
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Table 12.1 Employed people as a proportion of the population, Torres 
Strait Islander people aged 15–64 years, 2001 and 2006a, b 

 2001 2006 

 % % 
Torres Strait Indigenous Region 63.6 68.9 
Balance of Queensland 45.2 51.2 
Balance of Australia  49.2 54.3 
Australia 49.5 55.1 
a Torres Strait Islander includes people who identified as Torres Strait Islander only or both Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander origin. Aboriginal includes people who identified as being of Aboriginal origin and not 
Torres Strait Islander origin. b Calculations exclude those who did not state their labour force status.  

Source: ABS (unpublished) derived from the 2006 Census of Population and Housing; 2001 Census of 
Population and Housing; table 12A.21 and 12A.22. 

For people aged 15–64 years: 

• in both 2001 and 2006, a much higher proportion of Torres Strait Islander people 
living in the Torres Strait Indigenous Region were employed than for Torres 
Strait Islander people living elsewhere in Australia (table 12.1). However, CDEP 
participation accounts for a much larger proportion of employment for 
Indigenous people in the Torres Strait Indigenous Region than in other parts of 
Australia (table 12A.23) 

• between 2001 and 2006, the proportion of Torres Strait Islander people who 
were employed increased in the Torres Strait Indigenous Region, the Balance of 
Queensland and the Balance of Australia (table 12.1)  

• in 2006, in the Torres Strait Indigenous Region, 52.4 per cent of employed 
Torres Strait Islander people participated in CDEP (32.5 per cent part time, 
15.8 per cent full time and 4.1 per cent were employed but away from work) 
(table 12A.23). Section 4.6 of this report contains more information on CDEP 
participation for Indigenous people.  
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Income  

Figure 12.4 Median real gross weekly individual income, people aged 
15 years and over, (2006 dollars)a, b, c 
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a  Torres Strait Islander includes people who identified as Torres Strait Islander only or both Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander origin. Aboriginal includes people who identified as being Aboriginal only. b Real income 
is adjusted for the effects of inflation, and allows comparisons to made between incomes in different years, by 
holding purchasing power constant. The 2001 data are adjusted for inflation using the Consumer Price Index 
for the September quarter 2001 and the September quarter 2006. c Calculations exclude those who did not 
state their income.  

Source: ABS (unpublished) derived from the 2006 Census of Population and Housing; 2001 Census of 
Population and Housing; ABS (2008), Consumer price index Cat. no. 6401.0, Canberra, 
http://www.abs.gov.au/AUSSTATS/abs@.nsf/DetailsPage/6401.0Dec%202008?OpenDocument (accessed 
19 January 2009): tables 12A.15 and 12A.19. 

For people aged 15 years and over: 

• in 2006, the individual median income for Torres Strait Islander people was 
$323, which was higher than for Aboriginal people ($272 per week) but much 
lower than for non-Indigenous people ($473 per week) (figure 12.4). 

After adjusting for the effects of inflation: 

• between 2001 and 2006, there were increases in real individual median incomes 
for Torres Strait Islander, Aboriginal and non-Indigenous people (3.9 per cent, 
6.1 per cent and 7.3 per cent, respectively) (figure 12.4) 

• in 2006, individual weekly median incomes for Torres Strait Islander people 
were equivalent to 68.3 per cent of those for non-Indigenous people, and in 
2001, were equivalent to 70.5 per cent (figure 12.4) 

• in 2006, individual weekly median incomes for Aboriginal people were 
equivalent to 57.5 per cent of those for non-Indigenous people, and in 2001, 
were equivalent to 58.2 per cent (figure 12.4) 
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• data on mean average individual incomes are shown in tables 12A.15 and 
12A.19. 

Figure 12.5 Median real gross weekly individual income for Torres 
Strait Islander people aged 15 years and over (2006 
dollars)a, b, c 
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a  Torres Strait Islander includes people who identified as Torres Strait Islander only or both Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander origin. Aboriginal includes people who identified as being Aboriginal only. b Real income 
is adjusted for the effects of inflation, and allows comparisons to made between incomes in different years, by 
holding purchasing power constant. The 2001 data are adjusted for inflation using the Consumer Price Index 
for the September quarter 2001 and the September quarter 2006. c Calculations exclude those who did not 
state their income. 

Source: ABS (unpublished) derived from the 2006 Census of Population and Housing; 2001 Census of 
Population and Housing; ABS (2008), Consumer price index Cat. no. 6401.0, Canberra, 
http://www.abs.gov.au/AUSSTATS/abs@.nsf/DetailsPage/6401.0Dec%202008?OpenDocument (accessed 
19 January 2009); tables 12A.15 and 12A.19. 

In both 2001 and 2006, for people aged 15 years and over, median gross weekly 
individual income for Torres Strait Islander people was much lower for those living 
in the Torres Strait Indigenous Region than in other parts of Australia (figure 12.5).  

After adjusting for the effects of inflation, between 2001 and 2006, for people aged 
15 years and over: 

• median real gross weekly individual income for Torres Strait Islander people 
living in the Torres Strait Indigenous Region decreased by 3.8 per cent (from 
$280 to $269) (figure 12.5) 

• median real gross weekly individual income for Torres Strait Islander people 
living in the Balance of Queensland increased by 9.3 per cent (from $311 to 
$340) (figure 12.5) 
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• median real gross weekly individual income for Torres Strait Islander people 
living in the Balance of Australia increased by 1.9 per cent (from $324 to $330) 
(figure 12.5). 

Figure 12.6 Distribution of gross weekly individual income, Torres 
Strait Islander people aged 15 years and over, 2006a, b 
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a  Torres Strait Islander includes people who identified as Torres Strait Islander only or both Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander origin. Aboriginal includes people who identified as being Aboriginal only. b Calculations 
exclude those who did not state their income. 

Source: ABS (unpublished) derived from the 2006 Census of Population and Housing; 2001 Census of 
Population and Housing; table 12A.18. 

Figure 12.6 above shows the distribution of gross weekly individual incomes 
amongst Torres Strait Islander, Aboriginal and non-Indigenous people for Australia.  

In 2006: 

• the majority of both Torres Strait Islander and Aboriginal people had incomes of 
below $400 a week (58.9 per cent and 64.6 per cent, respectively) (figure 12.6)  

• a similar proportion of Torres Strait Islander and Aboriginal people earned 
$1000 or more per week (8.4 per cent and 7.7 per cent, respectively). A much 
higher proportion of non-Indigenous people earned $1000 or more per week 
(20.0 per cent) (figure 12.6). 

More detailed data on the distribution of income for Torres Strait Islander people, 
and comparisons for Aboriginal and non-Indigenous people in 2001 and 2006 are 
presented in tables 12A.13–20. Additional data on the distribution of household and 
individual income for Indigenous people and comparisons with non-Indigenous 
people are contained in section 4.9 and the attachment tables for chapter 4. 
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Housing Tenure  

Figure 12.7 Proportion of people living in a home owned or being 
purchased by a member of the household, 2001 and 2006a, b 
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a  Torres Strait Islander includes people who identified as Torres Strait Islander only or both Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander origin. Aboriginal includes people who identified as being Aboriginal only. b Includes 
dwellings ‘Fully owned’, ‘Being purchased’, and ‘Being purchased under a rent/buy scheme’. 

Source: ABS (unpublished) derived from the 2006 Census of Population and Housing; 2001 Census of 
Population and Housing; tables 12A.10 and 12A.12. 

In both 2001 and 2006, the proportion of Torres Strait Islander people and 
Aboriginal people living in a home owned or being purchased by a member of the 
household was much lower than for non-Indigenous people (figure 12.7).  

Between 2001 and 2006, the proportion of people living in a home owned or being 
purchased by a member of the household: 

• increased slightly for Torres Strait Islander people (from 27.2 per cent to 
28.0 per cent) (figure 12.7) 

• increased slightly for Aboriginal people (26.1 per cent to 29.0 per cent) 
(figure 12.7) 

• changed little for non-Indigenous people (72.3 per cent in 2001 and 72.1 per cent 
in 2006) (figure 12.7). 

Much higher proportions of Torres Strait Islander and Aboriginal people lived in 
rented homes in both 2001 and 2006 than non-Indigenous people (around 
65 per cent compared to around 25 per cent) (tables 12A.10 and 12A.12).  
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Figure 12.8 Proportion of Torres Strait Islander people living in 
community or public rentals, 2001 and 2006a, b 
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a Torres Strait Islander includes people who identified as Torres Strait Islander only or both Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander origin. Aboriginal includes people who identified as being Aboriginal only. b Community 
rental comprises rental from ‘Housing co-operative/community/church group’; ‘Community or co-operative 
housing group’.  

Source: ABS (unpublished) derived from the 2006 Census of Population and Housing; 2001 Census of 
Population and Housing; tables 12A.10 and 12A.12. 

A large proportion of Torres Strait Islander people lived in public or community 
rentals.  

Between 2001 and 2006: 

• in Australia, the proportion of Torres Strait Islander people who were living in 
community rental housing decreased from 14.4 per cent to 12.4 per cent 
(figure 12.8) 

• the proportion of Torres Strait Islander people in the Torres Strait Indigenous 
Region who were living in community rental housing decreased from 
56.9 per cent to 39.7 per cent (figure 12.8) 

• the proportion of Torres Strait Islander people in the Balance of Queensland who 
were living in community rental housing decreased from 11.8 per cent to 
10.7 per cent (figure 12.8) 

• the proportion of Torres Strait Islander people in the Balance of Australia who 
were living in community rental housing increased from 2.8 per cent to 
4.1 per cent (figure 12.8). 

Between 2001 and 2006: 

• in Australia, the proportion of Torres Strait Islander people who were living in 
public rental housing increased from 22.3 per cent to 23.9 per cent (figure 12.8) 
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• the proportion of Torres Strait Islander people in the Torres Strait Indigenous 
Region who were living in public rental housing increased from 13.0 per cent to 
37.7 per cent (figure 12.8) 

• the proportion of Torres Strait Islander people in the Balance of Queensland who 
were living in public rental housing decreased from 25.1 per cent to 
24.4 per cent (figure 12.8) 

• the proportion of Torres Strait Islander people in the Balance of Australia who 
were living in public rental housing decreased from 22.5 per cent to 
18.1 per cent (figure 12.8). 

More detailed information on tenure type for Torres Strait Islander people can be 
found in tables 12A.9–12. 

Overcrowding in housing 

Figure 12.9 Overcrowding in housing, 2001 and 2006a, b 
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a Torres Strait Islander includes people who identified as Torres Strait Islander only or both Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander origin. Aboriginal includes people who identified as being Aboriginal only. b Based on 
the Canadian National Occupancy Standard for housing appropriateness. Rates are based on households for 
which utilisation could be determined. 

Source: ABS (unpublished) derived from the 2006 Census of Population and Housing; 2001 Census of 
Population and Housing; tables 12A.27 and 12A.31. 



   

 OUTCOMES FOR 
TORRES STRAIT 
ISLANDER PEOPLE 

12.15

 

In both 2001 and 2006 a slightly lower proportion of Torres Strait Islander than 
Aboriginal people lived in overcrowded housing. However, a much higher 
proportion of Torres Strait Islander than non-Indigenous people lived in 
overcrowded housing.  

Between 2001 and 2006: 

• the proportion of Torres Strait Islander people living in overcrowded housing 
changed little (25.7 per cent in 2001 and 25.1 per cent in 2006) (figure 12.9) 

• the proportion of Aboriginal people living in overcrowded housing decreased 
from 31.3 per cent to 27.4 per cent (figure 12.9) 

• the proportion of non-Indigenous people living in overcrowded housing changed 
little (6.3 per cent in 2001 and 5.7 per cent in 2006) (figure 12.9). 

Table 12.2 Proportion of Torres Strait Islander people living in 
overcrowded housing, 2001 and 2006a, b  

 2001 2006

 % % 
Torres Strait Indigenous Region 46.8 41.1
Balance of Queensland 27.7 27.9
Balance of Australia 16.6 15.4
Australia 25.7 25.1
a Torres Strait Islander includes people who identified as Torres Strait Islander only or both Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander origin. Aboriginal includes people who identified as being Aboriginal only. b Based on 
the Canadian National Occupancy Standard for housing appropriateness. Rates are based on households for 
which utilisation could be determined. 

Source: ABS (unpublished) derived from the 2006 Census of Population and Housing; 2001 Census of 
Population and Housing; table 12A.27; table 12A.31. 

Between 2001 and 2006, the proportion of Torres Strait Islander people living in 
overcrowded housing fell slightly in the Torres Strait Indigenous Region, the 
Balance of Australia and Australia, but was unchanged in the Balance of 
Queensland (table 12.2). 

In both 2001 and 2006: 

• the proportion of Torres Strait Islander people living in overcrowded housing 
was highest in the Torres Strait Indigenous Region (table 12.2) 

• around 30 per cent of Torres Strait Islander young people (under 25 years of age) 
were living in overcrowded housing. Rates tapered off for older age groups (to 
around 10 per cent for those aged 65 years and over) (tables 12A.27 and 12A.31) 

• a similar proportion of male and female Torres Strait Islander people lived in 
overcrowded housing. This pattern was similar for the Aboriginal and 
non-Indigenous populations (tables 12A.27 and 12A.31).  
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For more information on overcrowding in housing for Indigenous and 
non-Indigenous people see section 9.1 of this report.  

Disability 

The 2001 and 2006 Census did not collect data on long term health conditions. In 
the 2007 report, data were presented on long term health conditions from the 
National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Health Survey (NATSIHS). Similar 
proportions of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people aged 18 years and over 
reported having a long term health condition in 2004-05 (tables 12A.1.5 and 
12A.1.6 from the 2007 report). This section contains information on the proportion 
of Torres Strait Islander people and other Australians who needed assistance with 
one or more core activities (self-care, mobility and communication) and those who 
provided unpaid assistance to people with a disability, long term illness or problems 
relating to old age. For more information on these topics, and comparisons with 
non-Indigenous people, see section 4.8 of this report. 

Core activity need for assistance is a disability measure that was included in the 
2006 Census. Core activity need for assistance data are often age standardised 
because the age structure of the Indigenous population is significantly different to 
the non-Indigenous population. The Indigenous population is much younger than 
the non-Indigenous population and disabilities are generally much more common 
among older age groups. Therefore, non age standardised data can understate the 
prevalence of disability among Indigenous people. This section includes some 
information by age groups (table 12.3), as well as age standardised data for 
sub-populations. Section 4.8 (disability and chronic disease) includes age 
standardised core activity need for assistance data for both the Indigenous and 
non-Indigenous population.  

In 2006, for Australia, for people aged 15 years and over, 5.4 per cent of Torres 
Strait Islander people had a core activity need for assistance. Similar proportions of 
Aboriginal and non-Indigenous people had a core activity need for assistance 
(6.1 per cent and 5.0 per cent, respectively) (table 12.10).  
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Table 12.3 Core activity need for assistance, by age group, 2006a, b 
 Torres Strait Islander Aboriginal Non-Indigenous
15–24 1.9 2.4 1.4
25–34 2.2 2.7 1.3
35–44 4.2 4.8 1.9
45–54 7.0 8.3 2.9
55–64 10.7 14.7 5.1
65+ 21.2 29.5 18.2
15 years and over (not 
age standardised) 

5.4 6.1 5.0

15 years and over (age 
standardised) 

7.4 9.7 4.8

a Torres Strait Islander includes people who identified as Torres Strait Islander only or both Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander origin. Aboriginal includes people who identified as being Aboriginal only. b Calculations 
exclude those people who did not state whether they had a core activity need for assistance. 

Source: ABS (unpublished) derived from the 2006 Census of Population and Housing; table 12A.33–4. 

In 2006: 

• in each age group, Torres Strait Islander people had lower rates of core activity 
need for assistance than Aboriginal people and higher rates than non-Indigenous 
people. Rates of core activity need for assistance for Torres Strait Islander 
people were particularly high relative to non-Indigenous people in the 35–44, 
45–54 and 55–64 years age groups (table 12.3) 

• the proportion of Torres Strait Islander people who had a core activity need for 
assistance was lowest in the Torres Strait Indigenous Region (3.7 per cent) and 
higher in the Balance of Queensland and the Balance of Australia (4.7 and 
6.8 per cent, respectively) (table 12A.33). 

Rates of core activity need for assistance alone do not fully account for the impact 
of disabilities on peoples’ lives. Many people provide unpaid assistance to people 
with a disability, long term illness or problems related to old age. Table 12A.36 
presents rates of unpaid assistance (care) to a person with a disability amongst 
Torres Strait Islander, Aboriginal and non-Indigenous people. Rates have been 
calculated for the 15 years and over population, excluding those who did not state 
their carer status. 

In 2006, for people aged 15 years and over, 12.7 per cent of Torres Strait Islander 
people provided unpaid assistance to a person with a disability. A similar proportion 
of Aboriginal and non-Indigenous people provided unpaid assistance to a person 
with a disability (13.3 per cent and 11.2 per cent, respectively) (table 12A.36).  

After adjusting for differences in the age structure of the two populations, Torres 
Strait Islander people aged 15 years and over were 1.2 times as likely as all 
Australian people to have provided unpaid assistance in 2006 (table 12A.37). 
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The proportion of Torres Strait Islander people who provided unpaid assistance 
varied across age groups. Torres Strait Islander people in the 45 to 54 and 55 to 
64 years age groups were most likely to have provided unpaid assistance (15.7 and 
15.2 per cent, respectively) (table 12A.36). Torres Strait Islander people in younger 
and older age groups were less likely to have provided unpaid assistance. 

The proportion of Torres Strait Islander aged 15 years and over who provided 
unpaid assistance did not vary much between the Torres Strait Indigenous Region, 
the Balance of Queensland and the Balance of Australia (table 12A.36).  

12.2 Attachment tables 

Attachment tables are identified in references throughout this chapter by an ‘A’ 
suffix (for example, table 12A.2 is table 2 in the attachment tables for chapter 12). 
The files containing the attachment tables can also be found on the Review web 
page (www.pc.gov.au/gsp) or can be obtained by contacting the Secretariat directly. 

12.3 References 
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people — attachment

This file is available in both Microsoft Excel and Adobe PDF formats on the Review website
(www.pc.gov.au/gsp). Users without Internet access can contact the Secretariat to obtain these
tables (details inside the front cover of the report).

The tables in this file accompany the report, Overcoming Indigenous Disadvantage: Key
Indicators 2009, prepared by the Steering Committee for the Review of Government Service
Provision. Background and definitions are available in the report, which is available on the
Review website (www.pc.gov.au/gsp).
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Table 12A.15

Table 12A.15

Median individual income 
($/weekly) (c)

Mean individual income 
($/weekly) (c)

$/week $/week
Nominal values

Males
Torres Strait Islander (d)

Torres Strait Area (e)   224   296
Balance of Queensland (e)   262   360
Balance of Australia (e)   306   413
Australia   274   376

Aboriginal
Australia   202   344

Indigenous (f)
Australia   210   347

Non-Indigenous
Australia   506   587

Not stated
Australia   301   419

Total males
Australia   498   581

Females
Torres Strait Islander (d)

Torres Strait Area (e)   255   309
Balance of Queensland (e)   272   320
Balance of Australia (e)   262   329
Australia   264   322

Aboriginal
Australia   233   306

Indigenous (f)
Australia   236   307
Australia   293   393

Not stated
Australia   246   314

Total females
Australia   291   390

Persons
Torres Strait Islander (d)

Torres Strait Area (e)   241   303

Individual weekly income of people aged 15 years and over
(median and mean), 2001 (a), (b)

OVERCOMING INDIGENOUS
DISADVANTAGE: KEY
INDICATORS 2009

ATTACHMENT
TABLES



Table 12A.15

Table 12A.15

Median individual income 
($/weekly) (c)

Mean individual income 
($/weekly) (c)

$/week $/week

Individual weekly income of people aged 15 years and over
(median and mean), 2001 (a), (b)

Balance of Queensland (e)   268   339
Balance of Australia (e)   279   372
Australia   268   349

Aboriginal
Australia   221   324

Indigenous (f)
Australia   226   326

Non-Indigenous
Australia   380   488

Not stated
Australia   263   362

Total persons
Australia   375   484

Real values (2006 dollars)
Males

Torres Strait Islander (d)
Torres Strait Area (e)   260   343
Balance of Queensland (e)   304   418
Balance of Australia (e)   355   479
Australia   318   436
Australia   234   399

Indigenous (f)
Australia   244   403

Non-Indigenous
Australia   587   681

Not stated
Australia   349   486

Total males
Australia   578   674

Females
Torres Strait Islander (d)

Torres Strait Area (e)   296   359
Balance of Queensland (e)   316   371
Balance of Australia (e)   304   382
Australia   306   374

OVERCOMING INDIGENOUS
DISADVANTAGE: KEY
INDICATORS 2009

ATTACHMENT
TABLES



Table 12A.15

Table 12A.15

Median individual income 
($/weekly) (c)

Mean individual income 
($/weekly) (c)

$/week $/week

Individual weekly income of people aged 15 years and over
(median and mean), 2001 (a), (b)

Aboriginal
Australia   270   355

Indigenous (f)
Australia   274   356

Non-Indigenous
Australia   340   456

Not stated
Australia   285   364

Total females
Australia   338   452

Persons
Torres Strait Islander (d)

Torres Strait Area (e)   280   352
Balance of Queensland (e)   311   393
Balance of Australia (e)   324   432
Australia   311   405

Aboriginal
Australia   256   376

Indigenous (f)
Australia   262   378

Non-Indigenous
Australia   441   566

Not stated
Australia   305   420

Total persons
Australia   435   562

(a)
(b)
(c)

(d)
(e)
(f)
Source : ABS (unpublished) derived from the 2001 Census of Population and Housing .

Based on place of usual residence excluding overseas visitors. 

Includes ‘Both Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander’.
Includes people whose usual residence was not stated or inadequately described. 
Includes ‘Aboriginal’, ‘Torres Strait Islander’, and ‘Both Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander’.

When the median and mean lies within a range which does not have two specified finite end points 
(ie: $2,000 or more in the case of INCP) the default value (ie: $2,000 in the case of INCP) is 
retained.

Cells in this table have been randomly adjusted to avoid the release of confidential data.

OVERCOMING INDIGENOUS
DISADVANTAGE: KEY
INDICATORS 2009

ATTACHMENT
TABLES
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Table 12A.19

Table 12A.19

Median Individual Income 
(c)

Mean Individual Income 
(c)

$ week $ week
Males

Torres Strait Islander (d)
Torres Strait Indigenous Region (e)   242   364
Balance of Queensland (e)   380   490
Balance of Australia (e)   381   518
Australia   354   483

Aboriginal
Australia   268   441

Indigenous (f)
Australia   277   446

Non-Indigenous
Australia   627   742

Not stated
Australia   376   523

Total males
Australia   618   734

Females
Torres Strait Islander (d)

Torres Strait Indigenous Region (e)   294   357
Balance of Queensland (e)   320   390
Balance of Australia (e)   297   395
Australia   306   387

Aboriginal
Australia   275   371

Indigenous (f)
Australia   278   372

Non-Indigenous
Not stated

Australia   271   367
Total females

Australia   364   487

Persons
Torres Strait Islander (d)

Torres Strait Indigenous Region (e)   269   360
Balance of Queensland (e)   340   437

Individual weekly income of people aged 15 years and over
(median and mean), 2006 (a), (b)

OVERCOMING INDIGENOUS
DISADVANTAGE: KEY
INDICATORS 2009

ATTACHMENT
TABLES



Table 12A.19

Table 12A.19

Median Individual Income 
(c)

Mean Individual Income 
(c)

$ week $ week

Individual weekly income of people aged 15 years and over
(median and mean), 2006 (a), (b)

Balance of Australia (e)   330   457
Australia   323   434

Aboriginal
Australia   272   404

Indigenous (g)
Australia   278   407

Non-Indigenous
Australia   473   613

Not stated
Australia   309   440

Total persons
Australia   466   607

(a)
(b)
(c)

(d)
(e)
(f)
Source : ABS (unpublished) derived from the 2006 Census of Population and Housing .

Cells in this table have been randomly adjusted to avoid the release of confidential data.
Based on place of usual residence excluding overseas visitors. 

Includes ‘Both Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander’.
Includes people whose usual residence was not stated or inadequately described. 
Includes ‘Aboriginal’, ‘Torres Strait Islander’, and ‘Both Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander’.

When the median and mean lies within a range which does not have two specified finite end points 
(ie: $2,000 or more in the case of INCP) the default value (ie: $2,000 in the case of INCP) is 
retained.

OVERCOMING INDIGENOUS
DISADVANTAGE: KEY
INDICATORS 2009

ATTACHMENT
TABLES
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Table 12A.21

Table 12A.21

no. % no. % no. %
Torres Strait Islander (c)

Torres Strait Area (d)
Employed  1 187   73.5   881   53.8  2 068   63.6
Unemployed   71   4.4   45   2.7   116   3.6
Not in the labour force   356   22.1   712   43.5  1 068   32.8
Total stated  1 614   100.0  1 638   100.0  3 252   100.0
Not stated   40 ..   54 ..   94 ..
Total  1 654 ..  1 692 ..  3 346 ..

Balance of Queensland (d)    
Employed  2 466   51.7  2 017   39.1  4 483   45.2
Unemployed   776   16.3   529   10.3  1 305   13.1
Not in the labour force  1 530   32.1  2 607   50.6  4 137   41.7
Total stated  4 772   100.0  5 153   100.0  9 925   100.0
Not stated   161 ..   177 ..   338 ..
Total  4 933 ..  5 330 ..  10 263 ..

  
Employed  3 001   55.2  2 207   42.9  5 208   49.2
Unemployed   756   13.9   442   8.6  1 198   11.3
Not in the labour force  1 683   30.9  2 501   48.6  4 184   39.5
Total stated  5 440   100.0  5 150   100.0  10 590   100.0
Not stated   174 ..   197 ..   371 ..
Total  5 614 ..  5 347 ..  10 961 ..

Australia    
Employed  6 654   56.3  5 105   42.8  11 759   49.5
Unemployed  1 603   13.6  1 016   8.5  2 619   11.0
Total stated  11 826   100.0  11 941   100.0  23 767   100.0
Not stated   375 ..   428 ..   803 ..
Total  12 201 ..  12 369 ..  24 570 ..

Aboriginal    
Australia    

Employed  47 615   47.6  40 213   37.8  87 828   42.5
Unemployed  13 624   13.6  8 687   8.2  22 311   10.8
Not in the labour force  38 893   38.8  57 560   54.1  96 453   46.7
Total stated  100 132   100.0  106 460   100.0  206 592   100.0

Males Females Persons

Balance of Australia (d)

Count and proportion of people aged 15–64 years, by labour force
status, 2001 (a), (b)
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Table 12A.21

Table 12A.21

no. % no. % no. %
Males Females Persons

Count and proportion of people aged 15–64 years, by labour force
status, 2001 (a), (b)

Not stated  3 194 ..  3 280 ..  6 474 ..
Total  103 326 ..  109 740 ..  213 066 ..

Indigenous (e)    
Australia    

Employed  54 269   48.5  45 318   38.3  99 587   43.2
Unemployed  15 227   13.6  9 703   8.2  24 930   10.8
Not in the labour force  42 462   37.9  63 380   53.5  105 842   45.9
Total stated  111 958   100.0  118 401   100.0  230 359   100.0
Not stated  3 569 ..  3 708 ..  7 277 ..
Total  115 527 ..  122 109 ..  237 636 ..

Non-Indigenous    
Australia    

Employed 4 354 041   74.5 3 631 147   61.5 7 985 188   68.0
Unemployed  371 244   6.4  253 093   4.3  624 337   5.3
Not in the labour force 1 116 504   19.1 2 016 543   34.2 3 133 047   26.7
Total stated 5 841 789   100.0 5 900 783   100.0 11 742 572   100.0
Not stated  31 844 ..  36 610 ..  68 454 ..
Total 5 873 633 .. 5 937 393 .. 11 811 026 ..

Not stated    
Australia    

Employed  29 376   56.2  21 322   46.6  50 698   51.8
Unemployed  4 444   8.5  2 427   5.3  6 871   7.0
Not in the labour force  18 425   35.3  21 963   48.0  40 388   41.2
Total stated  52 245   100.0  45 712   100.0  97 957   100.0
Not stated  178 381 ..  160 896 ..  339 277 ..
Total  230 626 ..  206 608 ..  437 234 ..

Total    
Australia    

Employed 4 437 686   73.9 3 697 787   61.0 8 135 473   67.4
Unemployed  390 915   6.5  265 223   4.4  656 138   5.4
Not in the labour force 1 177 391   19.6 2 101 886   34.7 3 279 277   27.2
Total stated 6 005 992   100.0 6 064 896   100.0 12 070 888   100.0
Not stated  213 794 ..  201 214 ..  415 008 ..
Total 6 219 786 .. 6 266 110 .. 12 485 896 ..

(a) Cells in this table have been randomly adjusted to avoid the release of confidential data. 
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Table 12A.21

Table 12A.21

no. % no. % no. %
Males Females Persons

Count and proportion of people aged 15–64 years, by labour force
status, 2001 (a), (b)

(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)

.. Not applicable.
Source : ABS (unpublished) derived from the 2001 Census of Population and Housing .

Includes ‘Both Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander’.
Includes people whose usual residence was not stated or inadequately described.
Includes ‘Aboriginal’, ‘Torres Strait Islander’, and ‘Both Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander’.

Based on place of usual residence excluding overseas visitors. 
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Table 12A.22

Table 12A.22

no. % no. % no. %
Torres Strait Islander (c)

Torres Strait Indigenous Region (d)
Employed  1 427   78.3  1 192   60.3  2 619   68.9
Unemployed   60   3.3   69   3.5   129   3.4
Not in the labour force   335   18.4   716   36.2  1 051   27.7
Total stated  1 822   100.0  1 977   100.0  3 799   100.0
Not stated   71 ..   64 ..   135 ..
Total  1 893 ..  2 041 ..  3 934 ..

Balance of Queensland (d)
Employed  3 255   56.6  2 590   45.7  5 845   51.2
Unemployed   511   8.9   461   8.1   972   8.5
Not in the labour force  1 983   34.5  2 622   46.2  4 605   40.3
Total stated  5 749   100.0  5 673   100.0  11 422   100.0
Not stated   349 ..   339 ..   688 ..
Total  6 098 ..  6 012 ..  12 110 ..

Balance of Australia (d)
Employed  3 072   60.1  2 334   48.3  5 406   54.3
Unemployed   470   9.2   373   7.7   843   8.5
Not in the labour force  1 572   30.7  2 129   44.0  3 701   37.2
Total stated  5 114   100.0  4 836   100.0  9 950   100.0
Not stated   488 ..   373 ..   861 ..
Total  5 602 ..  5 209 ..  10 811 ..

Australia
Employed  7 754   61.1  6 116   49.0  13 870   55.1
Unemployed  1 041   8.2   903   7.2  1 944   7.7
Total stated  12 685   100.0  12 486   100.0  25 171   100.0
Not stated   908 ..   776 ..  1 684 ..
Total  13 593 ..  13 262 ..  26 855 ..

Aboriginal
Australia

Employed  57 087   52.0  50 581   42.6  107 668   47.2
Unemployed  11 159   10.2  9 440   8.0  20 599   9.0
Not in the labour force  41 440   37.8  58 588   49.4  100 028   43.8
Total stated  109 686   100.0  118 609   100.0  228 295   100.0

Persons

Count and proportion of people aged 15–64 years, by labour
force status, 2006 (a), (b)

Males Females
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Table 12A.22

Table 12A.22

no. % no. % no. %
Persons

Count and proportion of people aged 15–64 years, by labour
force status, 2006 (a), (b)

Males Females

Not stated  7 019 ..  6 639 ..  13 658 ..
Total  116 705 ..  125 248 ..  241 953 ..

Indigenous (e)
Australia

Employed  64 841   53.0  56 697   43.2  121 538   48.0
Unemployed  12 200   10.0  10 343   7.9  22 543   8.9
Not in the labour force  45 330   37.0  64 055   48.9  109 385   43.2
Total stated  122 371   100.0  131 095   100.0  253 466   100.0
Not stated  7 927 ..  7 415 ..  15 342 ..
Total  130 298 ..  138 510 ..  268 808 ..

Non-Indigenous
Australia

Employed 4 660 653   77.8 4 034 342   65.6 8 694 995   71.7
Unemployed  251 168   4.2  220 060   3.6  471 228   3.9
Not in the labour force 1 077 037   18.0 1 891 971   30.8 2 969 008   24.5
Total stated 5 988 858   100.0 6 146 373   100.0 12 135 231   100.0
Not stated  73 162 ..  68 391 ..  141 553 ..
Total 6 062 020 .. 6 214 764 .. 12 276 784 ..

Not stated
Australia

Employed  39 317   64.6  29 826   52.2  69 143   58.6
Unemployed  3 411   5.6  2 393   4.2  5 804   4.9
Not in the labour force  18 129   29.8  24 931   43.6  43 060   36.5
Total stated  60 857   100.0  57 150   100.0  118 007   100.0
Not stated  338 790 ..  271 321 ..  610 111 ..
Total  399 647 ..  328 471 ..  728 118 ..

Total
Australia

Employed 4 764 811   77.2 4 120 865   65.1 8 885 676   71.0
Unemployed  266 780   4.3  232 797   3.7  499 577   4.0
Not in the labour force 1 140 496   18.5 1 980 958   31.3 3 121 454   25.0
Total stated 6 172 087   100.0 6 334 620   100.0 12 506 707   100.0
Not stated  419 877 ..  347 126 ..  767 003 ..
Total 6 591 964 .. 6 681 746 .. 13 273 710 ..

(a) Cells in this table have been randomly adjusted to avoid the release of confidential data. 
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Table 12A.22

Table 12A.22

no. % no. % no. %
Persons

Count and proportion of people aged 15–64 years, by labour
force status, 2006 (a), (b)

Males Females

(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)

.. Not applicable.
Source :

Includes people whose usual residence was not stated or inadequately described. 
Comprises ‘Torres Strait Islander’, ‘Aboriginal’, and ‘Both Torres Strait Islander & Aboriginal’.

Based on place of usual residence excluding overseas visitors. 
Comprises ‘Both Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander’.

ABS (unpublished) derived from the 2006 Census of Population and Housing .
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Table 12A.23

Table 12A.23

no. %
Torres Strait Islander (f)

Part time
Part time: Participant worker in CDEP   847   32.5
Part time: Other employment   278   10.7
Total Part time employment  1 125   43.2

Full time
Full time: Participant worker in CDEP   411   15.8
Full time: Other employment   818   31.4
Total Full time employment  1 229   47.2

Away from work
Employed, away from work: Participant worker in CDEP   107   4.1
Employed, away from work: CDEP not stated – –
Employed, away from work: Other employment   143   5.5
Total Employed, away from work   250   9.6

Total
Total Employed  2 604   100.0

Indigenous (g)
Part time

Part time: Participant worker in CDEP   852   32.0
Part time: Other employment   291   10.9
Total Part time employment  1 143   42.9

Full time
Full time: Participant worker in CDEP   416   15.6
Full time: Other employment   850   31.9
Total Full time employment  1 266   47.5

Away from work
Employed, away from work: CDEP not stated – –
Employed, away from work: Other employment   146   5.5
Total Employed, away from work   257   9.6

Total
Total Employed  2 666   100.0

(a)
(b)

Community Development Employment Projects (CDEP)
participation by Indigenous people aged 15–64 years as a
proportion of total employed Indigenous people, Torres
Strait Indigenous Region, 2006 (a), (b), (c), (d), (e)

Cells in this table have been randomly adjusted to avoid the release of confidential data. 
Based on place of usual residence excluding overseas visitors. 

Torres Strait Indigenous Region
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Table 12A.23

Table 12A.23 Community Development Employment Projects (CDEP)
participation by Indigenous people aged 15–64 years as a
proportion of total employed Indigenous people, Torres
Strait Indigenous Region, 2006 (a), (b), (c), (d), (e)

(c)

(d)

(e)

(f)
(g)

– Nil or rounded to zero.
Source :

Care should be exercised when using Community Development Employment Projects 
Participation due to its limited collection in the 2006 Census. This variable does provide 
information on the characteristics of those persons for whom it was collected. For 2006, the 
number of persons in the CDEP category ‘Participant worker in CDEP’ was 14 497. 

Comprises ‘Both Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander’.
Comprises ‘Torres Strait Islander’, ‘Aboriginal’, and ‘Both Torres Strait Islander & Aboriginal’.

In the Census, the question on CDEP is only included on the Interviewer household form.
Interviewer household forms are designed specifically for use in discrete Indigenous
communities. Most Indigenous people fill out standard forms that do not ask about CDEP.

ABS (unpublished) derived from the 2006 Census of Population and Housing .

The CDEP data in the Census suffer from some under reporting, as people often do not identify 
as participating in CDEP, but may consider that they are unemployed, or working for the 
government or a community organisation. The Australian Bureau of Statistics estimates that it 
identifies around 60 per cent of CDEP participants overall, although identification is higher in 
remote and very remote areas.
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