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Appendix 3 Indigenous population and 
language use  

This appendix provides contextual data on the Indigenous and non-Indigenous 
populations to aid interpretation of data elsewhere in the report. It also includes data 
on language use by Indigenous people. 

Indigenous population 

Figure A3.1 Proportion of the population in each age category, 2006 
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Source: ABS 2008, Experimental Estimates of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Australians, June 2006, 
Cat. no.  3238.0.55.001; table A.1. 

According to experimental estimates of the Australian population in 2006: 

• the Indigenous population had a significantly different age structure to the 
non-Indigenous population. The Indigenous population tended to be younger, 
with 37.6 per cent of the Indigenous population being aged 14 years or under, 
compared to 19.1 per cent for the non-Indigenous population (figure A3.1)  

• the proportion of the Indigenous population over the age of 75 years was  
1.0 per cent, compared to 6.3 per cent for the non-Indigenous population  
(figure A3.1)  
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• the difference in age structure of these populations was also reflected in their 
median ages. The median age of the Indigenous population was 21.0 years, 
compared with a median age of 37.0 years for the non-Indigenous population 
(table A.1). 

Figure A3.2 Proportion of the population in each remoteness area, 
2006 
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Source: ABS 2008, Experimental Estimates of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Australians, June 2006, 
Cat. no. 3238.0.55.001; table A.2. 

In 2006: 

• the two populations also differed in their geographic distribution. Both 
Indigenous and non-Indigenous people lived predominantly in major cities and 
regional areas (figure A3.2) 

• however, a much higher proportion of the Indigenous population lived in remote 
and very remote areas: 24.6 per cent, compared to 1.8 per cent for 
non-Indigenous people (figure A3.2). 
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Figure A3.3 Proportion of each State and Territory population who 
were Indigenous, 2006 
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Source: ABS 2008, Experimental Estimates of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Australians, June 2006, 
Cat. no. 3238.0.55.001; table A.2. 

• In 2006, the proportion of the population who were Indigenous differed across 
jurisdictions. The NT had the highest proportion of the population who were 
Indigenous (30.4 per cent) and Victoria had the lowest (0.7 per cent)  
(figure A3.3). 

Figure A3.4 Proportion of the total Indigenous/non-Indigenous 
population in each State and Territory, 2006 

0

  10

  20

  30

  40

NSW Vic Qld WA SA Tas ACT NT

Pe
r c

en
t

Indigenous Non-Indigenous

 
Source: ABS 2008, Experimental Estimates of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Australians, June 2006, 
Cat. no. 3238.0.55.001; table A.2. 

• In 2006, a higher proportion of the Indigenous population lived in NSW than 
other states (29.5 per cent and 33.0 per cent respectively). Other jurisdictions 
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with relatively large Indigenous populations were Queensland, WA and the NT 
(figure A3.4). 

Use of Indigenous languages 

Information about the use of Indigenous languages is relevant to many areas of the 
report. Language plays an important role in the continuation of culture and 
promotion of resilient communities. Therefore, there is a clear relationship between 
the loss of Indigenous languages and speakers and ‘disadvantage’ — the focus of 
this report (chapter 2). That said, a lack of proficiency in English can also create 
barriers for Indigenous people in education, employment and in access to services 
(section 11.3).  

Figure A3.5 Language spoken at home by Indigenous people, 2006a  
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a Indigenous people who did not state what language they spoke at home are excluded from the analysis. 

Source: ABS 2008, Population Characteristics, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Australians, Australia, 
2006, Cat. no.  4713.0.55.001; table A.4. 

• Nationally in 2006, 12.1 per cent of the Indigenous population spoke an 
Indigenous language at home. This proportion varied significantly across states 
and territories. The NT had the highest proportion (59.1 per cent) and Tasmania 
had the lowest (0.2 per cent) (figure A3.5). 
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Figure A3.6 Indigenous people who spoke an Indigenous language at 
home, by remoteness area and age, 2006a  
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a Indigenous people who did not state what language they spoke at home are excluded from the analysis. 

Source: ABS 2008, Population Characteristics, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Australians, Australia, 
2006, Cat. no. 4713.0.55.001; table A.5. 

• The proportion of Indigenous people who spoke an Indigenous language at home 
also differed across remoteness areas and age groups. Very remote areas had the 
highest proportions and inner regional areas had the lowest  
(figure A3.6). Across all remoteness areas, the age group with the lowest 
proportion of Indigenous language speakers was children aged 0–14 years.   

• Overall, 2.3 per cent of Indigenous people who spoke an Indigenous language at 
home, also said they did not speak English well, or at all. In very remote areas, 
the proportion was 13.0 per cent (table A.6). 
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Figure A3.7 Indigenous people who spoke an Indigenous language at 
home, by remoteness area and proficiency in English, 2006 
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Source: ABS 2008, Population Characteristics, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Australians, Australia, 
2006, Cat. no. 4713.0.55.001; table A.6. 

• The majority of the Indigenous population who spoke an Indigenous language at 
home also spoke English well or very well (78.6 per cent) (figure A3.7).  

• People aged 0–24 years represented a significant proportion (69.5 per cent) of all 
people who spoke an Indigenous language at home, but who did not speak 
English well or at all (table A.6).  

Attachment tables  

Attachment tables are identified in references throughout this appendix by an ‘A’ 
prefix (for example, table A.2 is table 2 in the attachment tables for this appendix). 
The files containing the attachment tables can be found on the Review web page 
(www.pc.gov.au/gsp). Users without access to the Internet can contact the 
Secretariat directly. 



Preamble

Appendix 3 

The tables in this file accompany the report, Overcoming Indigenous Disadvantage: Key 
Indicators 2009,  prepared by the Steering Committee for the Review of Government Service 
Provision. Background and definitions are available in the report, which is available on the 
Review website (www.pc.gov.au/gsp).

This file is available in both Microsoft Excel and Adobe PDF formats on the Review website
(www.pc.gov.au/gsp). Users without Internet access can contact the Secretariat to obtain these
tables (details inside the front cover of the report).
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Table A.2

Table A.2

Unit Indigenous Non-Indigenous Total
New South Wales

Major cities  no.  66 068 4 880 279 4 946 347
Inner regional no.  50 705 1 335 860 1 386 565
Outer regional no.  28 046  417 053  445 099
Remote        no.  6 616  26 913  33 529
Very remote   no.  1 250  3 297  4 547
Total no.  152 685 6 663 402 6 816 087
Share of jusridiction population % 2.2 97.8 100.0
Share of total population % 29.5 33.0 32.9

Victoria (b)
Major Cities  no.  16 629 3 817 614 3 834 243
Inner Regional no.  11 694 1 025 458 1 037 152
Balance of Vic. no.  5 194  249 951  255 145
Total no.  33 517 5 093 023 5 126 540
Share of jusridiction population % 0.7 99.3 100.0
Share of total population % 6.5 25.2 24.8

Queensland
Major cities  no.  40 685 2 397 669 2 438 354
Inner regional no.  29 831  867 217  897 048
Outer regional no.  42 160  578 960  621 120
Remote        no.  12 410  72 236  84 646
Very remote   no.  19 799  29 941  49 740
Total no.  144 885 3 946 023 4 090 908
Share of jusridiction population % 3.5 96.5 100.0
Share of total population % 28.0 19.6 19.8

Western Australia
Major cities  no.  24 429 1 446 074 1 470 503
Inner regional no.  5 711  252 859  258 570
Outer regional no.  10 601  180 956  191 557
Remote        no.  12 159  80 589  92 748
Very remote   no.  18 066  27 937  46 003
Total no.  70 966 1 988 415 2 059 381
Share of jusridiction population % 3.4 96.6 100.0
Share of total population % 13.7 9.9 9.9

South Australia
Major cities  no.  13 714 1 125 484 1 139 198
Inner regional no.  2 568  186 193  188 761
Outer regional no.  6 534  174 263  180 797
Remote        no.  1 200  44 039  45 239
Very remote   no.  4 039  9 854  13 893
Total no.  28 055 1 539 833 1 567 888
Share of jusridiction population % 1.8 98.2 100.0

Estimated resident population, by remoteness areas and Indigenous
status, 2006 (a)
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Table A.2

Table A.2

Unit Indigenous Non-Indigenous Total

Estimated resident population, by remoteness areas and Indigenous
status, 2006 (a)

Share of total population % 5.4 7.6 7.6
Tasmania (c)

Inner regional no.  9 918  306 887  316 805
Balance of Tas. no.  8 497  164 649  173 146
Total no.  18 415  471 536  489 951
Share of jusridiction population % 3.8 96.2 100.0
Share of total population % 3.6 2.3 2.4

Australian Capital Territory (d)
Total no.  4 282  329 837  334 119
Share of jusridiction population % 1.3 98.7 100.0
Share of total population % 0.8 1.6 1.6

Northern Territory (e)
Outer regional no.  12 951  102 434  115 385
Remote        no.  14 985  31 562  46 547
Very remote   no.  36 069  12 626  48 695
Total no.  64 005  146 622  210 627
Share of jusridiction population % 30.4 69.6 100.0
Share of total population % 12.4 0.7 1.0

Australia (f)
Major cities  no.  165 804 13 996 450 14 162 254
Inner regional no.  110 643 3 975 154 4 085 797
Outer regional no.  113 280 1 854 026 1 967 306
Remote        no.  47 852  267 199  315 051
Very remote   no.  79 464  88 008  167 472
Total no.  517 043 20 180 837 20 697 880
Share of Australian population % 2.5 97.5 100.0
Share of total population % 100.0 100.0 100.0

Australia
Major Cities  % 32.1 69.4 68.4
Inner Regional % 21.4 19.7 19.7
Outer Regional % 21.9 9.2 9.5
Remote        % 9.3 1.3 1.5
Very Remote   % 15.4 0.4 0.8
Total % 100.0 100.0 100.0

(a)
(b)
(c)

(d)

(e)
(f) Includes other territories.

The NT does not have major cities or inner regional areas.

For the ACT, major cities and the inner regional areas have been combined. The ACT does not have
outer regional, remote or very remtoe areas.

There is no major cities area in Tasmania. For confidentiality purposes, the Outer Regional, Remote
and Very Remote area have been combined.

For confidentiality purposes, the Outer Regional and Remote areas of Victoria have been combined.
Some states and territories do not have all five remoteness classifications.
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Table A.2

Table A.2

Unit Indigenous Non-Indigenous Total

Estimated resident population, by remoteness areas and Indigenous
status, 2006 (a)

Source : ABS (2008), Experimental Estimates of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Australians, Jun
2006 , Cat. no.  3238.0.55.001. 

ATTACHMENT 
TABLES 

 

OVERCOMING INDIGENOUS
DISADVANTAGE: KEY
INDICATORS 2009



Table A.3

Table A.3

NSW Vic Qld WA SA Tas ACT NT Aust (d)
Female

2000  66 199  13 798  63 175  32 396  12 688  8 520  1 887  27 825  226 608
2001  67 456  14 047  65 384  33 050  12 940  8 666  1 946  28 383  230 994
2002  68 548  14 337  65 683  33 702  13 203  8 779  2 000  28 839  235 214
2003  69 664  14 643  66 985  34 365  13 468  8 892  2 052  29 287  239 480
2004  70 800  14 950  68 296  35 041  13 731  9 006  2 101  29 746  243 796
2005  71 957  15 267  69 629  35 728  14 004  9 128  2 143  30 187  248 169
2006  73 141  15 590  70 976  36 421  14 280  9 252  2 188  30 630  252 605
2007  74 350  15 923  72 342  37 120  14 562  9 383  2 229  31 069  257 106
2008  75 586  16 261  73 724  37 834  14 846  9 518  2 272  31 503  261 673
2009  76 848  16 604  75 135  38 559  15 129  9 656  2 315  31 932  266 308

Male
2000  66 105  13 582  60 318  32 308  12 417  8 543  1 920  27 959  223 260
2001  67 432  13 799  61 526  32 881  12 604  8 718  1 963  28 492  227 526
2002  68 513  14 098  62 923  33 460  12 843  8 835  2 008  28 919  231 711
2003  69 616  14 407  64 317  34 038  13 083  8 956  2 055  29 347  235 932
2004  70 733  14 733  65 717  34 624  13 329  9 081  2 103  29 762  240 196
2005  71 867  15 062  67 125  35 217  13 574  9 205  2 157  30 186  244 508
2006  73 018  15 398  68 551  35 822  13 825  9 334  2 208  30 602  248 874
2007  74 192  15 737  69 991  36 443  14 079  9 463  2 261  31 016  253 299
2008  75 385  16 084  71 450  37 069  14 339  9 597  2 314  31 429  257 786
2009  76 606  16 441  72 920  37 705  14 607  9 731  2 365  31 843  262 337

Persons
2000  132 304  27 380  123 493  64 704  25 105  17 063  3 807  55 784  449 868
2001  134 888  27 846  125 910  65 931  25 544  17 384  3 909  56 875  458 520
2002  137 061  28 435  128 606  67 162  26 046  17 614  4 008  57 758  466 925
2003  139 280  29 050  131 302  68 403  26 551  17 848  4 107  58 634  475 412
2004  141 533  29 683  134 013  69 665  27 060  18 087  4 204  59 508  483 992
2005  143 824  30 329  136 754  70 945  27 578  18 333  4 300  60 373  492 677
2006  146 159  30 988  139 527  72 243  28 105  18 586  4 396  61 232  501 479
2007  148 542  31 660  142 333  73 563  28 641  18 846  4 490  62 085  510 405
2008  150 971  32 345  145 174  74 903  29 185  19 115  4 586  62 932  519 459
2009  153 454  33 045  148 055  76 264  29 736  19 387  4 680  63 775  528 645

(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)
Source :

Experimental projections of the Indigenous population, 2000 to 2009
(number) (a), (b), (c)

ABS (2004),Experimental Estimates and Projections, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders , Cat.
no. 3238.0.

At 30 June.
Total persons may not add as a result of rounding.
Based on low series figures.
Includes other territories.
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Table A.5
Table A.5

Unit Major 
Cities

Inner 
Regional

Outer 
Regional Remote

Very 
Remote Total (a)

0–14 years no.   555   293  1 154  2 159  12 777  16 958
15–24 years no.   315   153   640  1 367  7 639  10 128
25–44 years no.   611   260  1 000  2 120  11 268  15 288
45 years and over no.   353   189   681  1 385  6 993  9 623

Total no.  1 834   895  3 475  7 031  38 677  51 997
English only

0–14 years no.  51 374  37 857  34 975  11 320  8 944  144 752
15–24 years no.  26 900  17 490  15 660  5 203  4 445  69 984
25–44 years no.  35 450  21 964  21 939  7 733  6 941  94 503
45 years and over no.  22 129  15 594  15 603  5 184  4 029  62 767

Total no.  135 853  92 905  88 177  29 440  24 359  372 006
Other languages (b)

0–14 years no.  1 114   292   581   142   599  2 742
15–24 years no.   473   143   279   82   302  1 289
25–44 years no.   831   247   393   77   435  2 010
45 years and over no.   468   160   258   58   269  1 224

Total no.  2 886   842  1 511   359  1 605  7 265
Total language spoken stated

0–14 years no.  53 043  38 442  36 710  13 621  22 320  164 452
15–24 years no.  27 688  17 786  16 579  6 652  12 386  81 401
25–44 years no.  36 892  22 471  23 332  9 930  18 644  111 801
45 years and over no.  22 950  15 943  16 542  6 627  11 291  73 614

Total no.  140 573  94 642  93 163  36 830  64 641  431 268

0–14 years % 1.0 0.8 3.1 15.9 57.2 10.3
15–24 years % 1.1 0.9 3.9 20.6 61.7 12.4
25–44 years % 1.7 1.2 4.3 21.3 60.4 13.7
45 years and over % 1.5 1.2 4.1 20.9 61.9 13.1

Total % 1.3 0.9 3.7 19.1 59.8 12.1
English only

0–14 years % 96.9 98.5 95.3 83.1 40.1 88.0
15–24 years % 97.2 98.3 94.5 78.2 35.9 86.0
25–44 years % 96.1 97.7 94.0 77.9 37.2 84.5
45 years and over % 96.4 97.8 94.3 78.2 35.7 85.3

Total % 96.6 98.2 94.6 79.9 37.7 86.3
Other languages (b)

0–14 years % 2.1 0.8 1.6 1.0 2.7 1.7
15–24 years % 1.7 0.8 1.7 1.2 2.4 1.6
25–44 years % 2.3 1.1 1.7 0.8 2.3 1.8
45 years and over % 2.0 1.0 1.6 0.9 2.4 1.7

Total % 2.1 0.9 1.6 1.0 2.5 1.7

Language spoken at home by Indigenous people, by
remoteness areas, 2006 

Indigenous languages

Indigenous languages
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Table A.5
Table A.5

Unit Major 
Cities

Inner 
Regional

Outer 
Regional Remote

Very 
Remote Total (a)

Language spoken at home by Indigenous people, by
remoteness areas, 2006 

Total language spoken stated
0–14 years % 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
15–24 years % 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
25–44 years % 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
45 years and over % 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

Total % 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Language spoken not stated

0–14 years no.  1 841  1 109  1 374   679  1 608  6 659
15–24 years no.  1 315  1 008  1 004   471   796  4 617
25–44 years no.  2 339  1 738  2 076   936  1 111  8 278
45 years and over no.  1 232   814  1 031   495   595  4 206

Total no.  6 727  4 669  5 485  2 581  4 110  23 760
All Indigenous people 

0–14 years no.  54 884  39 551  38 084  14 300  23 928  171 111
15–24 years no.  29 003  18 794  17 583  7 123  13 182  86 018
25–44 years no.  39 231  24 209  25 408  10 866  19 755  120 079
45 years and over no.  24 182  16 757  17 573  7 122  11 886  77 820

Total no.  147 300  99 311  98 648  39 411  68 751  455 028
(a)

(b)
Source : ABS (2008), Population Characteristics, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander

Australians, Australia, 2006 , Cat. no.  4713.0.55.001.

Includes persons with no usual address and persons enumerated in migratory CDs, as a
result components may not add to total.
Includes persons whose language spoken at home was inadequately described.
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