
Preamble

4A School education — attachment

Definitions for the indicators and descriptors in this attachment are in section 4.6 of the chapter.
Data in this Report are examined by the School Education Working Group, but have not been
formally audited by the Secretariat. Unsourced information was obtained from the Australian,
State and Territory governments.
This file is available in Adobe PDF format on the Review web page (www.pc.gov.au/gsp).
Users without Internet access can contact the Secretariat to obtain these tables (details on the
inside front cover of the Report).
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Table 4A.5

Table 4A.5 Students as a proportion of the population, 2007 (per cent) (a)
NSW Vic Qld WA SA Tas ACT NT Aust

All students as a proportion of the population
   Government schools   10.7   10.3   11.5   10.9   10.3   11.9   10.2   13.5   10.8
   Non-government schools   5.4   5.7   5.2   5.5   5.5   4.6   7.3   4.4   5.5
   All schools   16.1   16.0   16.7   16.4   15.9   16.6   17.5   17.8   16.3
Primary students as a proportion of the population
   Government schools   6.3   6.0   7.4   7.1   6.7   6.9   5.5   9.5   6.6
   Non-government schools   2.7   2.7   2.9   2.9   3.2   2.3   3.5   2.5   2.8
   All schools   9.0   8.7   10.2   10.0   9.9   9.1   9.1   12.0   9.4
Secondary students as a proportion of the population
   Government schools   4.4   4.3   4.1   3.8   3.6   5.1   4.6   4.0   4.2
   Non-government schools   2.7   3.0   2.4   2.6   2.3   2.4   3.8   1.8   2.7
   All schools   7.1   7.3   6.5   6.4   6.0   7.5   8.4   5.8   6.9

(a) 

Source : 

Full time students as a proportion of the total population. Population is as at 30 June 2007, using
preliminary ERP.

ABS 2008, Schools Australia 2007 , Cat. no. 4221.0; ABS (unpublished) Australian Demographic
Statistics December quarter 2007.

REPORT ON
GOVERNMENT
SERVICES 2009

SCHOOL 
EDUCATION



Table 4A.6

Table 4A.6 Average FTE student population, by school sector
NSW Vic Qld WA SA Tas ACT NT Aust

Average FTE student population in government schools (no.)
2002-03  752 993  536 176  444 287  232 752  172 176  62 757  36 975  28 754 2 266 868
2003-04  748 346  537 559  448 560  230 630  170 043  62 387  36 266  28 816 2 262 607
2004-05  743 543  538 116  451 565  229 891  168 364  61 911  35 649  28 895 2 257 933
2005-06  740 997  537 953  454 697  230 142  167 235  61 297  35 262  28 991 2 256 573
2006-07  739 525  537 394  468 784  230 524  166 859  60 421  34 874  29 100 2 267 482

Average FTE student population in non-government schools (no.)
2002-03  354 586  282 721  182 238  102 945  80 138  21 092  23 513  8 518 1 055 750
2003-04  360 403  285 162  187 565  105 381  82 106  21 415  23 842  8 636 1 074 511
2004-05  365 283  287 947  193 328  108 223  83 985  21 753  24 206  8 773 1 093 497
2005-06  368 689  291 782  199 266  111 193  85 699  22 187  24 459  8 964 1 112 237
2006-07  370 862  296 119  210 668  113 928  87 147  22 703  24 694  9 234 1 135 354

Average FTE student population in all schools (no.)
2002-03 1 107 579  818 896  626 525  335 697  252 314  83 849  60 489  37 272 3 322 619
2003-04 1 108 750  822 721  636 125  336 011  252 150  83 802  60 108  37 452 3 337 118
2004-05 1 108 826  826 063  644 893  338 113  252 349  83 663  59 854  37 668 3 351 428
2005-06 1 109 686  829 736  653 962  341 334  252 935  83 484  59 720  37 954 3 368 809
2006-07 1 110 387  833 513  679 452  344 452  254 006  83 124  59 568  38 334 3 402 835

(a) 

Source : 

FTE students by financial year are derived by averaging the FTE students numbers for the two
associated calendar years.

Tables 4A.1–3; ABS 2003, Schools Australia 2002 , Cat. no. 4221.0; ABS 2004, Schools
Australia 2003 , Cat. no. 4221.0; ABS 2005, Schools Australia 2004 , Cat. no. 4221.0; ABS 2006,
Schools Australia 2005, Cat. no. 4221.0; ABS 2007, Schools Australia  2006 , Cat. no. 4221.0.
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Table 4A.16

Table 4A.16 Students-to-staff ratios, 2007 (a)
NSW Vic Qld WA SA Tas ACT NT Aust

Government schools
Teaching staff (b)

Primary schools   16.2   15.7   15.5   15.3   15.6   15.6   13.6   13.7   15.7
Secondary schools   12.5   11.8   12.9   11.7   12.7   13.1   12.2   10.9   12.3
All schools   14.4   13.8   14.5   13.8   14.4   14.4   13.0   12.7   14.2

Non-teaching school staff (c), (d)
Primary schools   48.4   51.1   38.8   29.3   37.0   34.1   45.8   27.5   41.7
Secondary schools   45.1   42.9   37.6   28.4   33.4   32.0   45.1   27.2   39.3
All schools   46.9   47.3   38.4   29.0   35.6   33.2   45.5   27.4   40.7

All school staff (e)
Primary schools   12.1   12.0   11.1   10.1   11.0   10.7   10.5   9.2   11.4
Secondary schools   9.8   9.2   9.6   8.3   9.2   9.3   9.6   7.8   9.4
All schools   11.0   10.7   10.5   9.4   10.2   10.1   10.1   8.7   10.5

Non-government schools
Teaching staff (b)

Primary schools   16.8   15.2   17.4   17.1   16.5   16.6   17.3   17.0   16.5
Secondary schools   11.7   11.3   12.2   12.0   11.7   12.1   12.8   10.6   11.7
All schools   13.8   12.9   14.6   14.2   14.1   13.9   14.7   13.6   13.8

Non-teaching school staff (c), (d)
Primary schools   54.9   49.9   35.8   30.0   44.6   38.4   71.0   24.4   43.8
Secondary schools   35.6   28.4   25.5   28.3   28.5   27.8   33.0   16.8   29.7
All schools   43.3   35.8   30.2   29.1   36.0   32.1   44.6   20.5   35.6

All school staff (e)
Primary schools   12.9   11.7   11.7   10.9   12.0   11.6   13.9   10.0   12.0
Secondary schools   8.8   8.1   8.3   8.4   8.3   8.4   9.2   6.5   8.4
All schools   10.5   9.5   9.8   9.5   10.1   9.7   11.0   8.2   9.9

All schools
Teaching staff (b)

Primary schools   16.4   15.6   16.0   15.8   15.9   15.8   14.8   14.3   15.9
Secondary schools   12.2   11.6   12.7   11.8   12.3   12.8   12.5   10.8   12.1
All schools   14.2   13.4   14.5   14.0   14.3   14.3   13.6   12.9   14.0

Non-teaching school staff (c), (d)
Primary schools   50.2   50.7   37.9   29.5   39.1   35.1   53.2   26.8   42.3
Secondary schools   41.0   35.5   32.0   28.3   31.4   30.5   38.8   22.8   35.0
All schools   45.6   42.4   35.4   29.0   35.7   32.9   45.1   25.3   38.9

All school staff (e)
Primary schools   12.3   11.9   11.3   10.3   11.3   10.9   11.6   9.3   11.6
Secondary schools   9.4   8.7   9.1   8.3   8.8   9.0   9.5   7.3   9.0
All schools   10.8   10.2   10.3   9.4   10.2   10.0   10.5   8.6   10.3

(a) FTE students and FTE staff.
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Table 4A.16

Table 4A.16 Students-to-staff ratios, 2007 (a)
NSW Vic Qld WA SA Tas ACT NT Aust

(b)

(c)

(d)

(e)

Source : ABS 2008, Schools Australia 2007, Cat. no. 4221.0, Canberra.

Teaching staff have teaching duties (that is, they are engaged to impart the school curriculum) and
spend the majority of their time in contact with students, and support students, either by direct class
contact or on an individual basis. Teaching staff include principals, deputy principals and senior
teachers mainly involved in administrative duties, but not specialist support staff (who, although they
may spend the majority of their time in contact with students, are not engaged directly to impart the
school curriculum).
Non-teaching staff generally perform their duties in one or more schools/Australian educational
establishments as specialist support staff; administrative and clerical staff (including teacher aides and
assistants) mainly perfoming general administrative and clerical duties; and building operations, general
maintenance and other staff (including staff providing associated technical services and janitorial staff).

School staff include all teaching staff and those non-teaching staff who spend more than half their time
actively engaged in one or more schools (excluding cleaners and emergency and casual relief staff).

The ratio of ‘FTE students to FTE non-teaching in school staff’ needs to be interpreted with care
because it can be affected by:
• the amount of administrative work undertaken by staff nominally classified as teachers (such as
principals, assistant principals and senior teachers)
• the proportion of administrative work undertaken outside the school (because administrative tasks
such as personnel management are centralised in some jurisdictions but undertaken at the school level
in others)
• the extent to which technology is applied to teaching, learning and school administration 
• the extent to which there are support staff in the classroom setting and whether these staff are
classified as teaching or non-teaching
• the degree to which schools contract out services.
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Table 4A.17

Table 4A.17

NSW Vic Qld WA SA Tas ACT NT Aust
Primary schools, by size

1–20   8.9   5.2   12.5   3.9   2.1   1.4 –   17.9   7.4
21–35   7.6   6.2   9.2   4.1   5.8   2.9 –   13.1   6.9
36–100   15.2   15.9   17.5   12.0   18.7   20.7   8.5   20.2   15.9
101–200   13.9   21.1   11.1   17.1   22.2   25.7   23.7   4.8   16.5
201–300   16.6   18.4   9.8   21.8   26.1   26.4   18.6   19.0   17.4
301–600   30.4   27.6   25.4   36.7   24.0   22.1   49.2   23.8   28.7
601–1000   7.3   5.5   13.4   4.5   1.2   0.7 –   1.2   6.8
1001+   0.1   0.2   1.1 – – – – –   0.3
Total   100.0   100.0   100.0   100.0   100.0   100.0   100.0   100.0   100.0

Secondary schools, by size
1–20 – – – – – – – – –
21–35 – – – – – – – – –
36–100 –   2.7   1.7   2.0 – – – –   1.2
101–200   2.2   6.2   5.7   5.1   4.2   2.6   5.0   9.1   4.3
201–300   5.4   5.0   5.1   8.2   8.3   10.3   5.0   9.1   5.9
301–600   19.5   24.0   18.8   22.4   33.3   41.0   20.0   36.4   22.7
601–1000   49.3   31.8   32.4   41.8   38.9   35.9   70.0   27.3   40.4
1001+   23.6   30.2   36.4   20.4   15.3   10.3 –   18.2   25.5
Total   100.0   100.0   100.0   100.0   100.0   100.0   100.0   100.0   100.0

Combined primary/secondary schools, by size (c)
1–20 –   1.8 –   7.6   5.2   3.8 –   2.0   3.0
21–35 – – – – – – – – –
36–100   18.2   7.3   20.9   28.3   27.3   11.5 –   46.9   23.4
101–200   25.8   14.5   16.5   25.0   10.4   23.1 –   20.4   18.9
201–300   36.4   30.9   24.2   16.3   28.6   34.6 –   20.4   25.8
301–600   13.6   23.6   16.5   18.5   15.6   26.9   20.0   10.2   17.1
601–1000   1.5   7.3   5.5   3.3   7.8 –   60.0 –   4.8
1001+   4.5   14.5   16.5   1.1   5.2 –   20.0 –   6.9
Total   100.0   100.0   100.0   100.0   100.0   100.0   100.0   100.0   100.0

(a)
(b)
(c)

– Nil or rounded to zero.
Source :  ABS (unpublished) Schools Australia 2007.

Combined schools comprise both primary and secondary students. The student numbers for
combined schools are estimated as the sums of the midpoints of their respective primary and
secondary categories in the cross tabulated classification of the NSSC.

Distribution of school sizes — government schools, 2007 (per 
cent) (a), (b)

Data are based on full time equivalent students.
Special schools are excluded from the calculations.
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Table 4A.18

Table 4A.18

NSW Vic Qld WA SA Tas ACT NT Aust
Primary schools, by size

1–20   3.4   2.5   2.5   2.0 – – –   7.1   2.5
21–35   3.7   3.7   3.4   4.6 –   3.4 – –   3.4
36–100   15.8   14.1   14.3   21.6   16.5   13.8   7.7   28.6   15.6
101–200   26.4   29.8   21.5   19.6   24.8   44.8   26.9   14.3   26.1
201–300   14.0   22.6   12.2   24.8   28.4   17.2   15.4   35.7   18.6
301–600   32.7   24.2   38.4   23.5   24.8   20.7   46.2   14.3   29.5
601–1000   3.9   3.0   7.2   3.9   5.5 –   3.8 –   4.2
1001+ – –   0.4 – – – – –   0.1
Total   100.0   100.0   100.0   100.0   100.0   100.0   100.0   100.0   100.0

Secondary schools, by size
1–20   3.1   1.8 –   2.4   4.3 –   16.7   14.3   2.5
21–35   3.1   1.8   3.6   2.4   4.3 – – –   2.7
36–100   6.8   8.9   10.7   16.7   17.4   28.6 –   42.9   10.4
101–200   2.5   2.7   9.5   7.1   4.3 – –   14.3   4.5
201–300   3.1   5.4   8.3   2.4   4.3 – –   14.3   4.7
301–600   21.0   16.1   31.0   11.9   26.1   14.3 –   14.3   20.5
601–1000   45.1   36.6   29.8   50.0   39.1   42.9   16.7 –   39.1
1001+   15.4   26.8   7.1   7.1 –   14.3   66.7 –   15.6
Total   100.0   100.0   100.0   100.0   100.0   100.0   100.0   100.0   100.0

Combined primary/secondary schools, by size (c)
1–20   1.8   3.4   2.1   4.9 –   3.3 – –   2.4
21–35   1.8 – – – – – – –   0.5
36–100   5.0   5.4   4.2   19.4   3.0   26.7   8.3   13.3   7.9
101–200   7.7   6.7   8.5   8.7   1.5   6.7   8.3   20.0   7.5
201–300   15.8   11.4   9.9   13.6   9.1   16.7   16.7   26.7   13.1
301–600   25.8   24.8   19.7   16.5   30.3   16.7   8.3   20.0   22.8
601–1000   24.9   24.2   24.6   13.6   34.8   26.7   8.3   13.3   23.6
1001+   17.2   24.2   31.0   23.3   21.2   3.3   50.0   6.7   22.2
Total   100.0   100.0   100.0   100.0   100.0   100.0   100.0   100.0   100.0

(a)
(b)
(c)

– Nil or rounded to zero.
Source :  ABS (unpublished) Schools Australia 2007.

Combined schools comprise both primary and secondary students. The student numbers for
combined schools are estimated as the sums of the midpoints of their respective primary and
secondary categories in the cross tabulated classification of the NSSC.

Distribution of school sizes — non-government schools, 2007
(per cent) (a), (b)

Data are based on full time equivalent students.
Special schools are excluded from the calculations.
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Table 4A.19

Table 4A.19
NSW Vic Qld WA SA Tas ACT NT Aust

Primary schools, by size
1–20   7.6   4.5   10.5   3.5   1.7   1.2 –   16.3   6.3
21–35   6.7   5.6   8.0   4.2   4.6   3.0 –   11.2   6.1
36–100   15.3   15.4   16.9   14.2   18.3   19.5   8.2   21.4   15.9
101–200   16.9   23.4   13.2   17.6   22.7   29.0   24.7   6.1   18.7
201–300   16.0   19.5   10.3   22.5   26.6   24.9   17.6   21.4   17.7
301–600   30.9   26.7   28.0   33.6   24.2   21.9   48.2   22.4   28.9
601–1000   6.5   4.8   12.1   4.4   2.0   0.6   1.2   1.0   6.2
1001+   0.1   0.1   0.9 – – – – –   0.2
Total   100.0   100.0   100.0   100.0   100.0   100.0   100.0   100.0   100.0

Secondary schools, by size
1–20   0.9   0.5 –   0.7   1.1 –   3.8   5.6   0.7
21–35   0.9   0.5   1.2   0.7   1.1 – – –   0.8
36–100   2.1   4.6   4.6   6.4   4.2   4.3 –   16.7   3.9
101–200   2.3   5.1   6.9   5.7   4.2   2.2   3.8   11.1   4.4
201–300   4.7   5.1   6.2   6.4   7.4   8.7   3.8   11.1   5.6
301–600   20.0   21.6   22.7   19.3   31.6   37.0   15.4   27.8   22.1
601–1000   48.0   33.2   31.5   44.3   38.9   37.0   57.7   16.7   40.0
1001+   21.1   29.2   26.9   16.4   11.6   10.9   15.4   11.1   22.5
Total   100.0   100.0   100.0   100.0   100.0   100.0   100.0   100.0   100.0

Combined primary/secondary schools, by size (c)
1–20   1.4   2.9   1.3   6.2   2.8   3.6 –   1.6   2.7
21–35   1.4 – – – – – – –   0.3
36–100   8.0   5.9   10.7   23.6   16.1   19.6   5.9   39.1   13.8
101–200   11.8   8.8   11.6   16.4   6.3   14.3   5.9   20.3   11.8
201–300   20.6   16.7   15.5   14.9   19.6   25.0   11.8   21.9   18.0
301–600   23.0   24.5   18.5   17.4   22.4   21.4   11.8   12.5   20.6
601–1000   19.5   19.6   17.2   8.7   20.3   14.3   23.5   3.1   16.3
1001+   14.3   21.6   25.3   12.8   12.6   1.8   41.2   1.6   16.3
Total   100.0   100.0   100.0   100.0   100.0   100.0   100.0   100.0   100.0

(a)
(b)
(c)

– Nil or rounded to zero.
Source :  ABS (unpublished) Schools Australia 2007.

Combined schools comprise both primary and secondary students. The student numbers for
combined schools are estimated as the sums of the midpoints of their respective primary and
secondary categories in the cross tabulated classification of the NSSC.

Data are based on full time equivalent students.

Distribution of school sizes — all schools, 2007 (per cent) (a), (b)

Special schools are excluded from the calculations.
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Table 4A.21

Table 4A.21

NSW Vic Qld WA SA Tas ACT NT Aust
2003–07 overall change

Schools
Government schools 0.2 -1.4 -2.6 -1.2 -1.1 -1.9 -7.4 -0.7 -1.1
Non-government schools 1.2 0.3 4.5 4.5 0.5 – 2.3 9.1 1.9
All schools 0.5 -0.9 -0.8 0.4 -0.7 -1.4 -4.3 1.1 -0.3

Students
Government schools -1.6 0.1 7.6 -0.3 -2.4 -3.6 -5.4 1.6 0.6
Non-government schools 3.9 5.0 18.6 10.8 8.1 8.1 5.1 9.6 7.9
All schools 0.2 1.8 10.8 3.2 1.1 -0.6 -1.3 3.4 3.0

2003–07 average annual change
Schools

Government schools – -0.3 -0.6 -0.3 -0.3 -0.5 -1.9 -0.2 -0.3
Non-government schools 0.3 0.1 1.1 1.1 0.1 – 0.6 2.2 0.5
All schools 0.1 -0.2 -0.2 0.1 -0.2 -0.4 -1.1 0.3 -0.1

Students
Government schools -0.4 0.0 1.9 -0.1 -0.6 -0.9 -1.4 0.4 0.2
Non-government schools 1.0 1.2 4.3 2.6 2.0 2.0 1.3 2.3 1.9
All schools – 0.4 2.6 0.8 0.3 -0.2 -0.3 0.8 0.7

(a)
– Nil or rounded to zero.

Source : ABS 2004, Schools Australia 2003 , Cat. no. 4221.0; ABS 2008, Schools Australia 2007 , Cat. 
no. 4221.0.

Change in number of schools and number of students, 2003–07
(per cent) (a)

Student numbers are full time students, not FTE students.
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Table 4A.23

Table 4A.23

NSW Vic Qld WA SA Tas ACT NT
Government schools

1996 23.4 23.5 12.1 17.1 15.2 5.8 21.9 32.8
2001 23.6 22.0 11.0 15.3 13.0 4.7 20.5 33.1
2006 23.6 21.3 11.7 14.1 12.7 4.7 19.7 26.1

Non-government schools
1996 na na na na na na na na
2001 29.9 31.5 14.6 24.1 20.0 9.1 21.4 27.5
2006 27.9 28.6 14.9 21.5 18.3 9.3 18.6 24.9

All schools
1996 26.1 27.3 13.4 20.2 17.9 7.2 22.4 33.0
2001 25.6 25.3 12.2 18.0 15.2 5.9 20.9 31.8
2006 25.0 23.9 12.7 16.5 14.6 6.0 19.2 25.8

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

(e)

na Not available.
Source : DEEWR (unpublished) based on the ABS (1996, 2001, 2006) Census of Population and Housing.

The DEEWR definition of students from a non-English speaking background is one used for allocating
an element of Australian Government targeted program funds. It may not be the same as definitions
adopted by individual jurisdictions. Further allocation of Commonwealth LBOTE funding will not be
necessarily based on the 2006 data shown in this table.

Students from language backgrounds other than English as a
proportion of all students (per cent) (a), (b), (c), (d), (e)

There have been some changes to the data collected in the 1996 and 2001 Censuses. Data may not be
strictly comparable between these two years.

The number of students from a language background other than English in each state/territory in
government schools, in non-government schools and in total, as a percentage of the total number of
students in each state/territory in government schools, in non-government schools and in total. The
2006 data excludes students counted in the external territories.
Based on the numbers of students who fall into categories related to: home language (non-English or
English); country of birth of student (non-English or English speaking country); and country of birth of
one or both parents (non-English speaking country). Data include Indigenous students whose home
language is not English.

Number of LBOTE students and number of all students. Absolute numbers of LBOTE students are
sourced from the 2006 Census of Population and Housing, whilst data on all full time students are
sourced from the ABS Schools Australia collection.
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Table 4A.25

Table 4A.25

NSW Vic Qld WA SA Tas ACT NT
2003

LBOTE (a) na na na na na na na na
Indigenous students 4.5 1.1 6.9 7.2 3.9 7.2 2.3 40.0
Students with disabilities (b) 4.8 4.0 3.4 3.1 7.5 4.8 4.2 16.0
Seniority profile (c) 10.6 11.7 12.0 11.7 11.2 11.0 16.0 9.1

67.7 65.4 70.7 68.9 67.5 74.2 60.8 76.9

2004
LBOTE (a) na na na na na na na na
Indigenous students 4.7 1.2 7.0 7.4 4.1 7.4 2.5 40.2
Students with disabilities (b) 5.0 4.3 3.5 3.2 7.8 4.8 4.5 15.0
Seniority profile (c) 10.5 11.7 11.9 11.7 11.2 9.8 15.7 9.9

67.2 65.2 70.2 68.4 66.7 73.9 59.9 76.5

2005
LBOTE (a) na na na na na na na na
Indigenous students 4.9 1.3 7.3 7.6 4.2 7.6 2.6 41.2
Students with disabilities (b) 5.2 4.6 3.8 3.1 8.3 4.9 4.7 12.6
Seniority profile (c) 10.4 11.7 11.9 5.6 11.5 10.7 15.8 9.6

66.8 65.0 69.7 67.6 66.0 73.5 59.3 76.4

2006
LBOTE (a) 23.6 21.3 11.7 14.1 12.7 4.7 19.7 26.1
Indigenous students 5.0 1.3 7.6 8.0 4.4 7.6 2.6 42.0
Students with disabilities (b) 5.5 5.2 4.0 3.3 8.8 5.0 4.8 12.6
Seniority profile (c) 10.5 11.6 12.2 12.1 11.7 10.8 16.2 10.4

66.7 64.6 69.3 67.2 65.6 72.8 58.9 75.9

2007
LBOTE (a) na na na na na na na na
Indigenous students 5.1 1.4 7.8 8.2 4.6 7.6 2.6 43.4
Students with disabilities (b) 5.7 5.3 4.1 3.4 9.0 5.1 4.9 12.4
Seniority profile (c) 10.7 11.8 11.9 11.8 11.7 10.9 16.3 10.2

66.5 64.3 68.6 66.6 65.2 72.0 58.3 75.6

(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)

Government students as % of 
all students (d)

Proportion relates to full time students only and does not include the impact of part time enrolments.

Government students as % of 
all students (d)

Student body mix, government schools (per cent)

Government students as % of 
all students (d)

Government students as % of 
all students (d)

Government students as % of 
all students (d)

Refer to footnotes for table 4A.23. LBOTE data only available for 2006 in this table.
Refer to footnotes for table 4A.24.
Proportion of students in years 11 and 12.
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Table 4A.25

Table 4A.25

NSW Vic Qld WA SA Tas ACT NT

Student body mix, government schools (per cent)

Source : ABS 2004, Schools Australia 2003 , Cat. no. 4221.0; ABS 2005, Schools Australia 2004 , Cat.
no. 4221.0; ABS 2006, Schools Australia 2005 , Cat. no. 4221.0; ABS 2007, Schools Australia
2006 , Cat. no. 4221.0; ABS 2008, Schools Australia 2007 , Cat. no. 4221.0; DEEWR
(unpublished).
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Table 4A.26

Table 4A.26

NSW Vic Qld WA SA Tas ACT NT
2003

LBOTE (a) na na na na na na na na
Indigenous students 1.0 0.2 2.5 3.3 0.8 2.4 0.8 27.2
Students with disabilities (b) 2.7 2.0 1.4 1.4 3.1 1.5 1.3 1.7
Seniority profile (c) 13.7 15.7 18.1 16.4 15.1 14.0 24.9 7.3

32.3 34.6 29.3 31.1 32.5 25.8 39.2 23.1

2004
LBOTE (a) na na na na na na na na
Indigenous students 1.0 0.2 2.5 3.2 0.9 2.5 0.9 27.3
Students with disabilities (b) 2.8 2.2 1.5 1.5 3.1 1.5 1.3 1.9
Seniority profile (c) 13.7 15.8 17.9 16.7 14.9 13.4 13.4 8.0

32.8 34.8 29.8 31.6 33.3 26.1 40.1 23.5

2005
LBOTE (a) na na na na na na na na
Indigenous students 1.1 0.3 2.6 3.3 1.0 2.6 0.7 28.3
Students with disabilities (b) 2.9 2.4 1.6 1.6 3.0 1.6 1.3 2.0
Seniority profile (c) 14.0 15.9 17.7 16.8 15.2 13.0 14.0 8.1

33.2 35.0 30.3 32.4 34.0 26.5 40.7 23.6

2006
LBOTE (a) 27.9 28.6 14.9 21.5 18.3 9.3 18.6 24.9
Indigenous students 1.2 0.3 2.6 3.2 1.0 2.7 0.9 29.3
Students with disabilities (b) 3.1 2.4 1.8 1.7 3.0 1.7 1.4 2.4
Seniority profile (c) 14.3 15.9 17.4 16.8 15.6 13.0 13.8 8.3

33.3 35.4 30.7 32.8 34.4 27.2 41.1 24.1

2007
LBOTE (a) na na na na na na na na
Indigenous students 1.3 0.3 2.6 3.1 1.0 3.0 1.1 29.6
Students with disabilities (b) 3.3 2.6 1.9 1.9 3.1 1.7 1.6 2.5
Seniority profile (c) 14.3 16.1 16.8 16.5 15.8 13.6 13.8 9.1

33.5 35.7 31.4 33.4 34.8 28.0 41.7 24.4

(a)
(b)
(c)
Source : ABS 2004, Schools Australia 2003 , Cat. no. 4221.0; ABS 2005, Schools Australia 2004 , Cat.

no. 4221.0; ABS 2006, Schools Australia 2005 , Cat. no. 4221.0; ABS 2007, Schools Australia
200 6, Cat. no. 4221.0; ABS 2008, Schools Australia 2007 , Cat. no. 4221.0; DEEWR
(unpublished).

Student body mix, non-government schools (per cent)

Refer to footnotes for table 4A.23. LBOTE data only available for 2006 in this table.
Refer to footnotes for table 4A.24.
Proportion of students in years 11 and 12.

Non-government students as 
% of all students

Non-government students as 
% of all students

Non-government students as 
% of all students

Non-government students as 
% of all students

Non-government students as 
% of all students
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Table 4A.27

Table 4A.27

NSW Vic Qld WA SA Tas ACT NT
2003

LBOTE (a) na na na na na na na na
Indigenous students 3.4 0.8 5.6 6.0 2.9 6.0 1.7 37.1
Students with disabilities (b) 4.1 3.3 2.8 2.6 6.1 4.0 3.0 12.7
Seniority profile (c) 11.6 13.1 13.8 13.2 12.5 11.8 19.5 8.7

2004
LBOTE (a) na na na na na na na na
Indigenous students 3.5 0.9 5.7 6.1 3.0 6.1 1.8 37.2
Students with disabilities (b) 4.3 3.6 2.9 2.6 6.2 4.0 3.2 11.9
Seniority profile (c) 11.6 13.1 13.7 13.2 12.5 10.8 14.8 9.5

2005
LBOTE (a) na na na na na na na na
Indigenous students 3.6 0.9 5.9 6.2 3.1 6.3 1.8 38.1
Students with disabilities (b) 4.4 3.8 3.1 2.6 6.5 4.0 3.3 10.1
Seniority profile (c) 11.6 13.2 13.7 9.2 12.8 11.3 15.1 9.2

2006
LBOTE (a) 25.0 23.9 12.7 16.5 14.6 6.0 19.2 25.8
Indigenous students 3.7 1.0 6.1 6.5 3.2 6.3 1.9 38.9
Students with disabilities (b) 4.7 4.2 3.3 2.7 6.8 4.1 3.4 10.1
Seniority profile (c) 11.8 13.1 13.8 13.7 13.0 11.4 15.2 9.9

2007
LBOTE (a) na na na na na na na na
Indigenous students 3.9 1.0 6.2 6.5 3.3 6.3 2.0 40.0
Students with disabilities (b) 4.9 4.3 3.4 2.9 7.0 4.1 3.6 10.0
Seniority profile (c) 11.9 13.4 13.5 13.4 13.2 11.6 15.3 9.9

(a)
(b)
(c)

Source : ABS 2004, Schools Australia 2003 , Cat. no. 4221.0; ABS 2005, Schools Australia 2004 , Cat.
no. 4221.0; ABS 2006, Schools Australia 2005 , Cat. no. 4221.0; ABS 2007, Schools Australia
2006 , Cat. no. 4221.0; ABS 2008, Schools Australia 2007 , Cat. no. 4221.0; DEEWR
(unpublished).

Student body mix, all schools (per cent)

Refer to footnotes for table 4A.23. LBOTE data only available for 2006 in this table.
Refer to footnotes for table 4A.24.
Proportion of students in years 11 and 12.
na Not available.
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Table 4A.28

Table 4A.28

NSW Vic Qld WA SA Tas ACT NT Aust
Metropolitan zone

Primary
Government schools   74.0   72.6   65.2   68.0   66.6   38.7   99.8 ..   69.0
Non-government schools   76.9   78.7   74.4   76.6   78.5   52.0   100.0 ..   76.2
All schools   74.9   74.5   67.8   70.5   70.5   42.0   99.9 ..   71.1

Secondary
Government schools   71.8   71.9   65.6   68.9   68.2   42.0   100.0 ..   68.9
Non-government schools   80.5   79.5   77.0   82.8   83.6   55.3   100.0 ..   79.4
All schools   75.1   75.0   69.8   74.5   74.0   46.2   100.0 ..   72.9

All school levels
Government schools   73.1   72.3   65.3   68.3   67.2   40.1   99.9 ..   68.9
Non-government schools   78.7   79.1   75.6   79.5   80.7   53.7   100.0 ..   77.8
All schools   75.0   74.7   68.5   72.1   71.8   43.9   99.9 ..   71.9

Provincial zone
Primary

Government schools   25.4   27.3   30.4   21.8   27.9   59.5   0.2   49.4   27.6
Non-government schools   22.6   21.3   23.7   18.7   19.9   46.9 –   55.1   22.2
All schools   24.5   25.4   28.5   20.9   25.3   56.4   0.1   50.7   25.9

Secondary
Government schools   27.6   28.0   31.6   23.6   27.5   56.7 –   59.7   28.8
Non-government schools   19.5   20.5   22.7   15.3   15.3   44.7 –   61.1   20.0
All schools   24.5   24.9   28.3   20.2   22.9   53.0 –   60.1   25.4

All school levels
Government schools   26.3   27.6   30.8   22.4   27.8   58.3   0.1   53.3   28.1
Non-government schools   21.0   20.9   23.3   17.1   18.0   45.8 –   57.7   21.1
All schools   24.5   25.2   28.4   20.6   24.4   54.8   0.1   54.4   25.7

Remote zone
Remote areas

Primary
Government schools   0.5   0.1   2.5   6.4   4.2   1.2 ..   18.0   2.0
Non-government schools   0.5 –   1.2   2.5   1.3   1.1 ..   30.1   1.1
All schools   0.5   0.1   2.1   5.3   3.3   1.2 ..   20.8   1.7

Secondary
Government schools   0.5   0.2   1.7   4.9   3.4   0.8 ..   16.7   1.4
Non-government schools – –   0.3   1.5   1.1 – ..   30.6   0.5
All schools   0.3   0.1   1.2   3.5   2.5   0.6 ..   20.4   1.1

All school levels
Government schools   0.5   0.1   2.2   5.9   3.9   1.0 ..   17.5   1.8
Non-government schools   0.2 –   0.8   2.0   1.2   0.5 ..   30.3   0.8
All schools   0.4   0.1   1.8   4.6   3.0   0.9 ..   20.6   1.5

Proportion of students attending schools in metropolitan,
provincial and remote zones, 2007 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)
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Table 4A.28

Table 4A.28

NSW Vic Qld WA SA Tas ACT NT Aust

Proportion of students attending schools in metropolitan,
provincial and remote zones, 2007 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)

Very remote areas
Primary

Government schools   0.1 ..   2.0   3.8   1.3   0.6 ..   32.6   1.4
Non-government schools   0.1 ..   0.6   2.2   0.3 – ..   14.7   0.5
All schools   0.1 ..   1.6   3.3   0.9   0.5 ..   28.5   1.2

Secondary
Government schools   0.1 ..   1.2   2.7   0.9   0.4 ..   23.6   0.9
Non-government schools – .. –   0.4   0.1 – ..   8.3   0.1
All schools   0.1 ..   0.8   1.8   0.6   0.3 ..   19.6   0.6

All school levels
Government schools   0.1 ..   1.7   3.4   1.1   0.5 ..   29.2   1.2
Non-government schools – ..   0.3   1.4   0.2 – ..   12.0   0.3
All schools   0.1 ..   1.3   2.7   0.8   0.4 ..   25.0   0.9

(a)

(b)

(c)
.. Not applicable. – Nil or rounded to zero. 

Source : DEEWR (unpublished).

FTE students.

Geographic categorisation is based on the agreed MCEETYA Geographic Location Classification. See
section 4.6 of the chapter for definitions.

Calculated as the number of students attending a particular type of school (such as government primary
school) in a particular geographic classification (such as metropolitan zone), divided by the total number
of students attending that type of school.
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Table 4A.29

Table 4A.29

1 Average age  (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling  (e) All students students students students  (f) students  (f)

NSW 92.2 ± 1.8 90.6 ± 2.1 93.9 ± 1.4 80.4 ± 4.4 91.7 ± 1.7
1. 8 years, 9 months
2. 3 years, 7 months

Victoria 90.5 ± 1.9 88.2 ± 2.3 92.8 ± 1.6 76.6 ± 5.2 86.7 ± 2.5
1. 9 years, 0 months
2. 3 years, 7 months

Queensland 97.0 ± 0.5 96.3 ± 0.6 97.7 ± 0.4 94.6 ± 1.3 94.2 ± 0.5
1. 8 years, 4 months
2. 2 years, 8 months

WA 95.6 ± 1.4 94.8 ± 1.7 96.4 ± 1.3 84.1 ± 5.0 95.0 ± 1.8
1. 8 years, 2 months
2. 2 years, 7 months

SA 90.9 ± 1.7 88.9 ± 2.0 92.9 ± 1.5 73.3 ± 6.4 89.4 ± 2.1
1. 8 years, 6 months
2. 3 years, 3 months

Tasmania 96.5 ± 0.7 95.8 ± 0.9 97.1 ± 0.7 93.7 ± 3.0 91.5 ± 2.5
1. 9 years, 1 month
2. 3 years, 7 months

ACT 95.2 ± 0.9 94.0 ± 1.4 96.4 ± 0.8 94.6 ± 5.3 88.1 ± 1.8
1. 8 years, 10 months
2. 3 years, 6 months

NT 76.0 ± 3.0 73.7 ± 3.7 78.4 ± 3.2 44.7 ± 4.9 46.9 ± 4.9
1. 8 years, 8 months
2. 3 years, 3 months

Australia 93.0 ± 1.5 91.5 ± 1.8 94.6 ± 1.2 82.9 ± 3.6 90.0 ± 1.8

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)
(e)

(f)

The typical average age of students at the time of testing (expressed in years and months).
The typical average time that students had spent in schooling at the time of testing (expressed in years
and months).
The methods used to identify Indigenous students and LBOTE students varied across jurisdictions. The
two categories are not mutually exclusive. Definitions can be found at section 4.6. Table 4A.33 contains
more information. 

MCEETYA 2007a, National Report on Schooling in Australia 2004: Preliminary Paper National
Benchmark Results Reading, Writing and Numeracy Years 3, 5 and 7 . 

Source :

Proportion of year 3 students who achieved the reading
benchmark, 2004 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)

The achievement percentages reported in this table include 95 per cent confidence intervals (for
example, 80.0 per cent ± 2.7 per cent). Table 4A.32 contains details of test populations in all states and
territories.

Students who were absent or withdrawn from testing are not classified as assessed students and are
not included in the benchmark calculations. The proportion of absent and withdrawn students varies
across jurisdictions, as shown in table 4A.33. Readers are urged to be cautious when comparing results.

Some movements in the results over time might have occurred as a result of state equating processes
and may not reflect improvements in student performance.
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Table 4A.30

Table 4A.30

1 Average age  (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling  (e) All students students students students  (f) students  (f)

NSW 90.9 ± 1.0 88.6 ± 1.2 93.3 ± 0.8 75.7 ± 2.8 89.3 ± 1.2
1. 10yrs 9mths
2. 5yrs 7mths

Victoria 87.6 ± 2.1 85.3 ± 2.4 89.9 ± 1.8 71.4 ± 5.6 83.1 ± 2.7
1. 10yrs 11mths
2. 5yrs 7mths

Queensland 83.4 ± 2.3 81.4 ± 2.5 85.6 ± 2.1 65.0 ± 4.2 80.1 ± 2.8
1. 10yrs 4mths
2. 4yrs 8mths

WA 93.7 ± 1.0 92.4 ± 1.2 95.0 ± 0.9 74.2 ± 3.9 91.7 ± 1.8
1. 10yrs 2mths
2. 4yrs 8mths

SA 90.0 ± 1.2 87.8 ± 1.5 92.2 ± 1.1 60.3 ± 5.2 86.6 ± 2.0
1. 10yrs 6mths
2. 5yrs 3mths

Tasmania 94.0 ± 1.0 92.9 ± 1.3 95.2 ± 0.9 88.1 ± 3.9 88.3 ± 3.7
1. 11yrs 1mth
2. 5yrs 7mths

ACT 96.5 ± 0.6 95.6 ± 0.9 97.3 ± 0.7 86.7 ± 7.0 92.0 ± 2.5
1. 10yrs 10mths
2. 5yrs 6mths

NT 77.2 ± 2.5 74.1 ± 3.3 80.5 ± 2.9 47.1 ± 4.5 44.8 ± 4.6
1. 10yrs 8mths
2. 5yrs 3mths

Australia 88.7 ± 1.6 86.6 ± 1.8 90.9 ± 1.4 69.4 ± 3.8 86.2 ± 1.9

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)
(e)

(f)

The typical average time that students had spent in schooling at the time of testing (expressed in years
and months).
The methods used to identify Indigenous students and LBOTE students varied across jurisdictions. The
two categories are not mutually exclusive. Definitions can be found at section 4.6. Table 4A.33 contains
more information. 

MCEETYA 2007a, National Report on Schooling in Australia 2004: Preliminary Paper National
Benchmark Results Reading, Writing and Numeracy Years 3, 5 and 7 . 

Source :

The typical average age of students at the time of testing (expressed in years and months).

Proportion of year 5 students who achieved the reading
benchmark, 2004 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)

The achievement percentages reported in this table include 95 per cent confidence intervals (for
example, 80.0 per cent ± 2.7 per cent). Table 4A.32 contains details of test populations in all states and
territories.

Students who were absent or withdrawn from testing are not classified as assessed students and are
not included in the benchmark calculations. The proportion of absent and withdrawn students varies
across jurisdictions, as shown in table 4A.33. Readers are urged to be cautious when comparing results.

Some movements in the results over time might have occurred as a result of state equating processes
and may not reflect improvements in student performance.
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Table 4A.31

Table 4A.31

1 Average age  (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling  (e) All students students students students  (f) students  (f)

NSW 88.1 ± 0.8 85.7 ± 0.9 90.6 ± 0.7 68.5 ± 2.1 86.2 ± 1.0
1. 12yrs 4mths
2. 7yrs 2mths

Victoria 93.1 ± 0.5 91.5 ± 0.6 94.8 ± 0.5 77.0 ± 4.1 89.8 ± 0.9
1. 13yrs 0mths
2. 7yrs 7mths

Queensland 94.5 ± 0.7 93.1 ± 0.8 95.9 ± 0.6 85.5 ± 2.1 92.0 ± 1.3
1. 12yrs 4mths
2. 6yrs 8mths

WA 88.9 ± 1.1 86.6 ± 1.4 91.4 ± 1.1 57.6 ± 3.9 84.1 ± 2.0
1. 12yrs 2mths
2. 6yrs 7mths

SA 92.5 ± 0.6 91.0 ± 0.8 94.0 ± 0.6 69.2 ± 4.2 89.1 ± 1.4
1. 12yrs 6mths
2. 7yrs 3mths

Tasmania 88.9 ± 1.0 85.7 ± 1.5 92.2 ± 1.1 75.7 ± 5.7 80.1 ± 5.3
1. 13yrs 1mth
2. 7yrs 7mths

ACT 95.0 ± 0.7 93.4 ± 1.1 96.7 ± 0.9 81.6 ± 7.8 85.0 ± 4.9
1. 12yrs 10mths
2. 7yrs 6mths

NT 73.9 ± 1.9 72.1 ± 2.7 75.7 ± 2.7 38.8 ± 4.3 39.7 ± 4.0
1. 12yrs 8mths
2. 7yrs 3mths

Australia 91.0 ± 0.7 89.1 ± 0.9 93.0 ± 0.7 71.0 ± 2.8 86.9 ± 1.2

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)
(e)

(f)

Source :

Proportion of year 7 students who achieved the reading
benchmark, 2004 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)

The achievement percentages reported in this table include 95 per cent confidence intervals (for
example, 80.0 per cent ± 2.7 per cent). Table 4A.32 contains details of test populations in all states and
territories.

Students who were absent or withdrawn from testing are not classified as assessed students and are
not included in the benchmark calculations. The proportion of absent and withdrawn students varies
across jurisdictions, as shown in table 4A.33. Readers are urged to be cautious when comparing results.

Some movements in the results over time might have occurred as a result of state equating processes
and may not reflect improvements in student performance.

MCEETYA 2007a, National Report on Schooling in Australia 2004: Preliminary Paper National
Benchmark Results Reading, Writing and Numeracy Years 3, 5 and 7.

The typical average time that students had spent in schooling at the time of testing (expressed in years
and months).
The methods used to identify Indigenous students and LBOTE students varied across jurisdictions. The
two categories are not mutually exclusive. Definitions can be found at section 4.6. Table 4A.33 contains
more information. 

The typical average age of students at the time of testing (expressed in years and months).
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Table 4A.34

Table 4A.34

1 Average age  (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling  (e) All students students students students  (f) students  (f)

NSW 95.8 ± 0.8 94.5 ± 1.1 97.1 ± 0.6 86.9 ± 2.7 94.8 ± 0.9
1. 8 years, 9 months
2. 3 years, 7 months

Victoria 97.1 ± 0.1 96.3 ± 0.2 98.1 ± 0.1 93.5 ± 1.2 94.5 ± 0.1
1. 9 years, 0 months
2. 3 years, 7 months

Queensland 88.4 ± 3.2 85.1 ± 3.9 92.0 ± 2.5 75.0 ± 5.7 87.0 ± 3.2
1. 8 years, 4 months
2. 2 years, 8 months

WA 85.5 ± 2.9 81.9 ± 3.4 89.3 ± 2.5 56.9 ± 5.4 84.5 ± 3.2
1. 8 years, 2 months
2. 2 years, 7 months

SA 90.0 ± 2.3 87.1 ± 2.7 93.0 ± 1.9 62.1 ± 6.0 86.4 ± 2.5
1. 8 years, 6 months
2. 3 years, 3 months

Tasmania 91.4 ± 1.5 88.3 ± 2.0 94.7 ± 1.4 86.2 ± 3.9 89.5 ± 3.1
1. 9 years, 1 month
2. 3 years, 7 months

ACT 95.5 ± 0.9 94.6 ± 1.3 96.5 ± 0.9 95.9 ± 4.6 88.4 ± 2.2
1. 8 years, 10 months
2. 3 years, 6 months

NT 83.8 ± 2.5 81.7 ± 3.7 86.1 ± 2.6 56.7 ± 5.3 58.5 ± 5.2
1. 8 years, 8 months
2. 3 years, 3 months

Australia 92.9 ± 1.5 90.9 ± 1.8 95.0 ± 1.2 76.8 ± 4.3 92.5 ± 1.2

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

(e)

(f)

Source :

The typical average time students had spent in schooling at the time of testing, expressed in years and
months.

The methods used to identify Indigenous students with a language background other than English
(LBOTE) varied between jurisdictions, as outlined in the explanatory notes.

MCEETYA 2007a, National Report on Schooling in Australia 2004: Preliminary Paper National
Benchmark Results Reading, Writing and Numeracy Years 3, 5 and 7.

Proportion of year 3 students who achieved the writing
benchmark, 2004 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)

Some movements in the results over time might have occurred because of State/Territory equating
processes, and may not reflect actual improvements in student performance.

The typical average age of students at the time of testing, expressed in years and months. 

The achievement percentages reported in this table include 95 per cent confidence intervals, for
example, 80.0 per cent ± 2.7 per cent). 

Students who were absent or withdrawn from testing are not classified as assessed students and are
not included in the benchmark calculations. The proportion of absent and withdrawn students varies
across jurisdictions, as shown in table 4A.38. Readers are urged to be cautious when comparing results.
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Table 4A.35

Table 4A.35

1 Average age  (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling  (e) All students students students students  (f) students  (f)

NSW 95.9 ± 1.4 94.6 ± 1.9 97.3 ± 1.0 87.4 ± 4.2 94.9 ± 1.4
1. 10yrs 9mths
2. 5yrs 7mths

Victoria 93.4 ± 0.7 91.1 ± 0.9 95.9 ± 0.5 82.2 ± 4.2 92.3 ± 0.7
1. 10yrs 11mths
2. 5yrs 7mths

Queensland 97.1 ± 0.4 96.2 ± 0.5 98.1 ± 0.2 92.6 ± 1.4 94.3 ± 0.4
1. 10yrs 4mths
2. 4yrs 8mths

WA 87.4 ± 1.9 83.5 ± 2.4 91.4 ± 1.5 59.2 ± 4.6 86.0 ± 2.3
1. 10yrs 2mths
2. 4yrs 8mths

SA 92.7 ± 1.4 90.3 ± 1.8 95.3 ± 1.1 69.7 ± 5.8 90.1 ± 1.7
1. 10yrs 6mths
2. 5yrs 3mths

Tasmania 91.6 ± 1.6 88.6 ± 2.2 94.9 ± 1.4 83.0 ± 4.7 86.6 ± 4.4
1. 11yrs 1mth
2. 5yrs 7mths

ACT 92.8 ± 2.4 90.8 ± 3.3 94.7 ± 1.9 78.7 ± 9.4 88.1 ± 3.5
1. 10yrs 10mths
2. 5yrs 6mths

NT 81.1 ± 1.9 77.8 ± 2.8 84.4 ± 2.2 49.5 ± 4.2 47.1 ± 4.3
1. 10yrs 8mths
2. 5yrs 3mths

Australia 94.2 ± 1.1 92.3 ± 1.4 96.2 ± 0.8 81.7 ± 3.5 92.6 ± 1.3

(a)

(b)

(c) 

(d)
(e)

(f)

Source :

The typical average age of students at the time of testing, expressed in years and months.
The typical average time that students had spent in schooling at the time of testing, expressed in years
and months. 

The methods used to identify Indigenous students and language background other than English
(LBOTE) students varied across jurisdictions, as outlined in the explanatory notes.

MCEETYA 2007a, National Report on Schooling in Australia 2004: Preliminary Paper National
Benchmark Results Reading, Writing and Numeracy Years 3, 5 and 7 .

Proportion of year 5 students who achieved the writing
benchmark, 2004 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)

The achievement percentages reported in this table include 95 per cent confidence intervals, for
example, 80 per cent ± 2.7 per cent.

Students who were absent or withdrawn from testing are not classifed as assessed students and are
not included in the benchmark calculations. The proportion of absent and withdrawn students varies
considerably across juridictions as shown in table 4A.38. Readers are urged to be cautious when
comparing results.

Some of the movements in the results over time may have occurred because of State/Territory
equating processes, and may not reflect actual improvements in student performance.
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Table 4A.36

Table 4A.36

1 Average age  (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling  (e) All students students students students  (f) students  (f)

NSW 93.7 ± 2.0 91.8 ± 2.5 95.8 ± 1.5 81.8 ± 4.9 93.2 ± 2.3
1. 12yrs 4mths
2. 7yrs 2mths

Victoria 96.0 ± 0.7 94.2 ± 1.1 97.9 ± 0.4 87.1 ± 3.4 95.7 ± 0.8
1. 13yrs 0mths
2. 7yrs 7mths

Queensland 97.3 ± 0.4 96.4 ± 0.6 98.3 ± 0.2 92.3 ± 1.7 95.4 ± 0.5
1. 12yrs 4mths
2. 6yrs 8mths

WA 86.6 ± 1.4 81.8 ± 1.9 91.7 ± 1.2 58.2 ± 3.9 84.2 ± 2.2
1. 12yrs 2mths
2. 6yrs 7mths

SA 88.0 ± 2.1 84.1 ± 2.7 92.1 ± 1.7 59.4 ± 6.3 85.7 ± 2.4
1. 12yrs 6mths
2. 7yrs 3mths

Tasmania 86.5 ± 1.9 80.2 ± 2.6 92.7 ± 1.5 75.2 ± 6.2 82.6 ± 6.5
1. 13yrs 1mth
2. 7yrs 7mths

ACT 93.1 ± 2.1 90.4 ± 3.0 96.0 ± 1.4 79.7 ± 9.4 81.2 ± 5.2
1. 12yrs 10mths
2. 7yrs 6mths

NT 79.4 ± 1.9 76.3 ± 2.6 82.7 ± 2.5 42.4 ± 4.2 43.0 ± 4.4
1. 12yrs 8mths
2. 7yrs 3mths

Australia 93.6 ± 1.3 91.3 ± 1.7 95.9 ± 0.9 78.8 ± 3.8 92.3 ± 1.8

(a)

(b)

(c) 

(d)
(e)

(f)

Source :

Proportion of year 7 students who achieved the writing benchmark, 
2004 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)

The achievement percentages reported in this table include 95 per cent confidence intervals, for
example, 80 per cent ± 2.7 per cent.

Students who were absent or withdrawn from testing are not classifed as assessed students and are not
included in the benchmark calculations. The proportion of absent and withdrawn students varies
considerably across juridictions as shown in as shown in table 4A.38. Readers are urged to be cautious
when comparing results.
Some of the movements in the results over time may have occurred because of State/Territory equating
processes, and may not reflect actual improvements in student performance.

The typical average age of students at the time of testing, expressed in years and months.
The typical average time that students had spent in schooling at the time of testing, expressed in years
and months. 

MCEETYA 2007a, National Report on Schooling in Australia 2004: Preliminary Paper National
Benchmark Results Reading, Writing and Numeracy Years 3, 5 and 7.

The methods used to identify Indigenous students and language background other than English
(LBOTE) students varied across jurisdictions.
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Table 4A.39

Table 4A.39

1 Average age  (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling  (e) All students students students students  (f) students  (f)

NSW 95.8 ± 0.8 95.4 ± 0.8 96.2 ± 0.7 89.5 ± 2.4 94.7 ± 0.8
1. 8 years, 9 months
2. 3 years, 7 months

Victoria 96.0 ± 0.5 95.4 ± 0.4 96.6 ± 0.6 88.2 ± 2.5 92.8 ± 0.7
1. 9 years, 0 months
2. 3 years, 7 months

Queensland 90.5 ± 1.9 90.6 ± 1.7 90.5 ± 2.1 74.3 ± 4.2 87.2 ± 2.3
1. 8 years, 4 months
2. 2 years, 8 months

WA 89.9 ± 2.6 89.5 ± 2.6 90.3 ± 2.8 68.1 ± 6.8 88.7 ± 2.9
1. 8 years, 2 months
2. 2 years, 7 months

SA 91.5 ± 1.8 90.6 ± 1.8 92.4 ± 1.9 68.0 ± 6.4 87.5 ± 2.4
1. 8 years, 8 months
2. 3 years, 6 months

Tasmania 93.7 ± 1.4 93.0 ± 1.7 94.5 ± 1.4 89.1 ± 4.4 87.4 ± 4.8
1. 9 years, 1 month
2. 3 years, 7 months

ACT 95.3 ± 1.2 94.9 ± 1.6 95.8 ± 1.3 91.8 ± 7.7 88.3 ± 2.2
1. 8 years, 10 months
2. 3 years, 6 months

NT 88.0 ± 2.5 88.0 ± 2.8 88.0 ± 2.8 69.0 ± 5.7 69.4 ± 5.7
1. 8 years, 8 months
2. 3 years, 3 months

Australia 93.7 ± 1.2 93.3 ± 1.2 94.1 ± 1.3 79.2 ± 4.1 92.3 ± 1.2

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

(e)

(f)

Source :

The typical average age of students at the time of testing, expressed in years and months. 

The typical average time students had spent in schooling at the time of testing, expressed in years and
months.

The methods used to identify Indigenous students with a language background other than English
(LBOTE) varied between jurisdictions, as outlined in the explanatory notes.

MCEETYA 2007a, National Report on Schooling in Australia 2004: Preliminary Paper National
Benchmark Results Reading, Writing and Numeracy Years 3 and 5. 

Proportion of year 3 students who achieved the numeracy
benchmark, 2004 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)

The achievement percentages reported in this table include 95 per cent confidence intervals, for
example, 80.0 per cent ± 2.7 per cent). 

Students who were absent or withdrawn from testing were not classified as assessed students and are
not included in the benchmark calculations. The proportion of absent and withdrawn students varies
across jurisdictions, as shown in table 4A.43. Readers are urged to be cautious when comparing
results.
Some movements in the results over time might have occurred because of State/Territory equating
processes, and may not reflect actual improvements in student performance.
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Table 4A.40

Table 4A.40

1 Average age  (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling  (e) All students students students students  (f) students  (f)

NSW 92.2 ± 1.2 91.9 ± 1.1 92.5 ± 1.3 77.0 ± 3.6 91.0 ± 1.2
1. 10yrs 9mths
2. 5yrs 7mths

Victoria 94.7 ± 0.7 94.3 ± 0.7 95.2 ± 0.8 85.8 ± 3.4 92.4 ± 0.9
1. 10yrs 11mths
2. 5yrs 7mths

Queensland 89.3 ± 1.6 89.3 ± 1.5 89.2 ± 1.7 71.7 ± 3.6 86.2 ± 1.9
1. 10yrs 4mths
2. 4yrs 8mths

WA 87.1 ± 1.6 86.9 ± 1.7 87.3 ± 1.6 56.6 ± 4.2 82.8 ± 2.2
1. 10yrs 2mths
2. 4yrs 8mths

SA 90.0 ± 1.3 89.6 ± 1.3 90.5 ± 1.4 62.4 ± 5.4 87.6 ± 2.1
1. 10yrs 6mths
2. 5yrs 3mths

Tasmania 89.2 ± 1.5 89.2 ± 1.7 89.2 ± 1.8 81.9 ± 5.0 82.0 ± 5.1
1. 11yrs 1mth
2. 5yrs 7mths

ACT 92.1 ± 1.2 91.6 ± 1.5 92.6 ± 1.5 72.0 ± 10.6 85.3 ± 3.0
1. 10yrs 10mths
2. 5yrs 6mths

NT 71.5 ± 2.5 70.5 ± 3.0 72.6 ± 3.1 38.8 ± 3.8 36.5 ± 4.0
1. 10yrs 8mths
2. 5yrs 3mths

Australia 91.2 ± 1.2 91.0 ± 1.2 91.5 ± 1.3 69.4 ± 3.9 89.3 ± 1.4
(a)

(b)

(c) 

(d)
(e)

(f)

Source :

The methods used to identify Indigenous students and language background other than English
(LBOTE) students varied across jurisdictions.

MCEETYA 2007a, National Report on Schooling in Australia 2004: Preliminary Paper National
Benchmark Results Reading, Writing and Numeracy Years 3, 5 and 7 .

The typical average time that students had spent in schooling at the time of testing, expressed in years
and months. 

Proportion of year 5 students who achieved the numeracy
benchmark, 2004 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)

Students who were absent or withdrawn from testing are not classifed as assessed students and are
not included in the benchmark calculations. The proportion of absent and withdrawn students varies
considerably across juridictions as shown in table 4A.43. Readers are urged to be cautious when
comparing results.
Some of the movements in the results over time may have occurred because of State/Territory
equating processes, and may not reflect actual improvements in student performance.

The typical average age of students at the time of testing, expressed in years and months.

The achievement percentages reported in this table include 95 per cent confidence intervals, for
example, 80 per cent ± 2.7 per cent.

REPORT ON
GOVERNMENT
SERVICES 2009

SCHOOL 
EDUCATION



Table 4A.41

Table 4A.41

1 Average age  (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling  (e) All students students students students  (f) students  (f)

NSW (g) 76.1 ± 0.9 75.5 ± 1.0 76.8 ± 1.0 46.6 ± 2.1 75.8 ± 1.1
1. 12yrs 6mths
2. 7yrs 4mths

Victoria 85.8 ± 0.7 86.1 ± 0.7 85.5 ± 0.8 62.9 ± 4.5 82.0 ± 1.1
1. 13yrs 0mths
2. 7yrs 7mths

Queensland 84.6 ± 0.6 84.9 ± 0.6 84.3 ± 0.7 60.6 ± 2.1 82.3 ± 1.3
1. 12yrs 4mths
2. 6yrs 8mths

WA 84.6 ± 0.8 83.7 ± 1.0 85.6 ± 0.8 47.8 ± 2.8 79.4 ± 1.7
1. 12yrs 2mths
2. 6yrs 7mths

SA 87.3 ± 1.0 87.6 ± 1.2 87.1 ± 1.1 59.1 ± 5.6 84.6 ± 1.9
1. 12yrs 6mths
2. 7yrs 3mths

Tasmania 80.9 ± 1.3 79.1 ± 1.7 82.6 ± 1.6 67.9 ± 5.0 70.6 ± 6.1
1. 13yrs 1mth
2. 7yrs 7mths

ACT 87.7 ± 1.1 87.0 ± 1.6 88.5 ± 1.5 65.0 ± 10.8 76.3 ± 5.7
1. 12yrs 10mths
2. 7yrs 6mths

NT 66.1 ± 2.1 66.6 ± 3.0 65.5 ± 2.7 26.8 ± 3.7 30.9 ± 4.0
1. 12yrs 8mths
2. 7yrs 3mths

Australia 82.1 ± 0.8 81.9 ± 0.9 82.3 ± 0.9 51.9 ± 2.8 77.9 ± 1.3

(a)

(b)

(c) 

(d)
(e)

(f)

(g)

Some of the movements in the results over time may have occurred because of State/Territory
equating processes, and may not reflect actual improvements in student performance.

Proportion of year 7 students who achieved the numeracy
benchmark, 2004 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)

The achievement percentages reported in this table include 95 per cent confidence intervals, for
example, 80 per cent ± 2.7 per cent.

Students who were absent or withdrawn from testing are not classifed as assessed students and are
not included in the benchmark calculations. The proportion of absent and withdrawn students varies
considerably across juridictions as shown in table 4A.43. Readers are urged to be cautious when
comparing results.

NSW considers that the year 7 results for NSW are anomalous. The national numeracy benchmark
results show that:

The typical average age of students at the time of testing, expressed in years and months.
The typical average time that students had spent in schooling at the time of testing, expressed in years
and months. 

The methods used to identify Indigenous students and language background other than English
(LBOTE) students varied across jurisdictions.
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Table 4A.41

Table 4A.41

1 Average age  (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling  (e) All students students students students  (f) students  (f)

Proportion of year 7 students who achieved the numeracy
benchmark, 2004 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)

Source :

National benchmarks represent the minimum standard of performance a student must achieve to be
able to progress through his/her schooling. The national benchmark results show that NSW students in
years 3 and 5 are consistently performing at or above the national average for reading, writing and
numeracy. The NSW results for year 7 reading and writing are also fairly consistent with the national
average.

MCEETYA 2007a, National Report on Schooling in Australia 2004: Preliminary Paper National
Benchmark Results Reading, Writing and Numeracy Years 3, 5 and 7.

(ii) a lower proprtion of students are meeting the numeracy benchmark in year 7 than in year 3 and year
5.

(i) a lower proportion of year 7 students are meeting the minimum numeracy benchmark than are
meeting the reading and writing benchmarks
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Table 4A.44

Table 4A.44

1 Average age  (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling  (e) All students students students students  (f) students  (f)

NSW 93.3 ± 1.6 92.0 ± 1.8 94.7 ± 1.3 81.8 ± 3.9 92.7 ± 1.5
1. 8yrs 9mths
2. 3yrs 7mths

Victoria 91.7 ± 1.9 90.0 ± 2.3 93.7 ± 1.6 83.6 ± 5.1 93.3 ± 2.2
1. 9yrs 0mths
2. 3yrs 7mths

Queensland 93.7 ± 1.2 92.1 ± 1.5 95.5 ± 1.0 83.2 ± 3.9 91.2 ± 1.3
1. 8yrs 4mths
2. 2yrs 8mths

WA 93.6 ± 1.7 92.3 ± 2.0 95.0 ± 1.5 73.8 ± 6.6 91.4 ± 2.4
1. 8yrs 5mths
2. 3yrs 7mths

SA 91.1 ± 1.6 89.2 ± 1.8 93.1 ± 1.4 71.0 ± 4.8 93.8 ± 2.1
1. 8yrs 6mths
2. 3yrs 3mths

Tasmania 94.9 ± 1.5 93.5 ± 1.9 96.3 ± 1.3 87.4 ± 5.0 93.5 ± 2.8
1. 9yrs 1mth
2. 3yrs 7mths

ACT 96.3 ± 0.8 95.2 ± 1.1 97.4 ± 0.7 95.3 ± 4.5 93.6 ± 1.3
1. 8yrs 10mths
2. 3yrs 6mths

NT 70.4 ± 2.7 67.3 ± 3.5 73.6 ± 3.1 40.1 ± 4.4 41.5 ± 4.4
1. 8yrs 8mths
2. 3yrs 3mths

Australia 92.7 ± 1.6 91.2 ± 1.9 94.4 ± 1.3 78.0 ± 4.3 92.0 ± 1.8

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)
(e)

(f)

Source :

The typical average age of students at the time of testing, expressed in years and months. 
The typical average time students had spent in schooling at the time of testing, expressed in years and
months.

MCEETYA 2008a, National Report on Schooling in Australia 2005: Preliminary Paper National
Benchmark Results Reading, Writing and Numeracy Years 3, 5 and 7.

Proportion of year 3 students who achieved the reading
benchmark, 2005 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)

The achievement percentages reported in this table include 95 per cent confidence intervals, for
example, 80.0 per cent ± 2.7 per cent). 

Students who were absent or withdrawn from testing are not classified as assessed students and are
not included in the benchmark calculations. The proportion of absent and withdrawn students varies
across jurisdictions, as shown in table 4A.49. Readers are urged to be cautious when comparing
results.
Some movements in the results over time might have occurred because of State/Territory equating
processes, and may not reflect actual improvements in student performance.

The methods used to identify Indigenous students and language background other than English 
(LBOTE) students varied across jurisdictions.
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Table 4A.45

Table 4A.45

1 Average age  (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling  (e) All students students students students  (f) students  (f)

NSW 89.7 ± 1.6 87.9 ± 1.8 91.5 ± 1.5 72.3 ± 3.5 87.2 ± 1.9
1. 10yrs 9mths
2. 5yrs 7mths

Victoria 88.7 ± 1.8 86.4 ± 2.0 91.2 ± 1.6 73.7 ± 5.5 89.3 ± 2.1
1. 10yrs 11mths
2. 5yrs 7mths

Queensland 79.7 ± 2.4 75.7 ± 2.6 83.9 ± 2.1 52.2 ± 4.2 74.8 ± 2.9
1. 10yrs 4mths
2. 4yrs 8mths

WA 91.6 ± 1.5 89.6 ± 1.8 93.7 ± 1.3 64.7 ± 4.8 89.3 ± 2.0
1. 10yrs 2mths
2. 4yrs 8mths

SA 89.0 ± 1.2 86.7 ± 1.5 91.4 ± 1.1 63.9 ± 4.7 87.1 ± 2.0
1. 10yrs 6mths
2. 5yrs 3mths

Tasmania 92.8 ± 1.1 90.9 ± 1.5 94.9 ± 1.0 87.3 ± 3.7 87.3 ± 3.1
1. 11yrs 1mth
2. 5yrs 7mths

ACT 94.9 ± 0.8 93.8 ± 1.2 96.2 ± 0.9 85.2 ± 6.5 92.9 ± 1.6
1. 10yrs 10mths
2. 5yrs 6mths

NT 73.1 ± 2.0 71.2 ± 2.6 75.2 ± 2.5 40.7 ± 3.7 40.0 ± 3.8
1. 10yrs 8mths
2. 5yrs 3mths

Australia 87.5 ± 1.8 85.1 ± 2.0 90.1 ± 1.6 62.8 ± 4.1 86.2 ± 2.1

(a)

(b)

(c) 

(d)

(e)

(f)

Source : MCEETYA 2008a, National Report on Schooling in Australia 2005: Preliminary Paper National
Benchmark Results Reading, Writing and Numeracy Years 3, 5 and 7 . 

Proportion of year 5 students who achieved the reading
benchmark, 2005 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)

The achievement percentages reported in this table include 95 per cent confidence intervals, for
example, 80 per cent ± 2.7 per cent.

Students who were absent or withdrawn from testing are not classifed as assessed students and are
not included in the benchmark calculations. The proportion of absent and withdrawn students varies
considerably across juridictions as shown in table 4A.49. Readers are urged to be cautious when
comparing results.
Some of the movements in the results over time may have occurred because of State/Territory equating
processes, and may not reflect actual improvements in student performance.

The typical average age of students at the time of testing, expressed in years and months.

The typical average time that students had spent in schooling at the time of testing, expressed in years
and months. 
The methods used to identify Indigenous students and language background other than English
(LBOTE) students varied across jurisdictions.
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Table 4A.46

Table 4A.46

1 Average age  (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling  (e) All students students students students  (f) students  (f)

NSW 88.1 ± 0.8 85.4 ± 0.9 91.0 ± 0.8 69.4 ± 2.2 86.8 ± 1.1
1. 12yrs 4mths
2. 7yrs 2mths

Victoria 95.1 ± 0.5 93.8 ± 0.6 96.5 ± 0.4 85.0 ± 3.3 94.3 ± 0.8
1. 13yrs 0mths
2. 7yrs 7mths

Queensland 88.1 ± 1.1 85.6 ± 1.3 90.9 ± 0.9 64.9 ± 2.9 83.2 ± 1.7
1. 12yrs 4mths
2. 6yrs 8mths

WA 85.6 ± 0.8 83.3 ± 1.0 88.0 ± 0.9 46.8 ± 3.0 81.4 ± 1.9
1. 12yrs 2mths
2. 6yrs 7mths

SA 93.8 ± 0.6 92.4 ± 0.8 95.2 ± 0.7 69.4 ± 4.7 90.5 ± 1.5
1. 12yrs 6mths
2. 7yrs 3mths

Tasmania 88.3 ± 0.9 85.4 ± 1.3 91.2 ± 1.2 78.0 ± 4.2 80.0 ± 4.6
1. 13yrs 1mth
2. 7yrs 7mths

ACT 93.5 ± 0.8 92.4 ± 1.3 94.7 ± 0.9 76.9 ± 10.6 89.0 ± 2.4
1. 12yrs 10mths
2. 7yrs 6mths

NT 71.6 ± 1.9 66.7 ± 2.8 76.5 ± 2.6 36.8 ± 3.4 36.0 ± 3.5
1. 12yrs 8mths
2. 7yrs 3mths

Australia 89.8 ± 0.8 87.6 ± 1.0 92.2 ± 0.8 63.8 ± 2.9 87.9 ± 1.2

(a)

(b)

(c) 

(d)
(e)

(f)

Source : MCEETYA 2008a, National Report on Schooling in Australia 2005: Preliminary Paper National
Benchmark Results Reading, Writing and Numeracy Years 3, 5 and 7.

The typical average time that students had spent in schooling at the time of testing, expressed in years
and months. 

The methods used to identify Indigenous students and language background other than English
(LBOTE) students varied across jurisdictions.

The typical average age of students at the time of testing, expressed in years and months.

Proportion of year 7 students who achieved the reading
benchmark, 2005 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)

The achievement percentages reported in this table include 95 per cent confidence intervals, for
example, 80 per cent ± 2.7 per cent.

Students who were absent or withdrawn from testing are not classifed as assessed students and are
not included in the benchmark calculations. The proportion of absent and withdrawn students varies
considerably across juridictions as shown in table 4A.49. Readers are urged to be cautious when
comparing results.
Some of the movements in the results over time may have occurred because of State/Territory equating
processes, and may not reflect actual improvements in student performance.
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Table 4A.50

Table 4A.50

1 Average age  (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling  (e) All students students students students  (f) students  (f)

NSW 93.6 ± 1.9 91.7 ± 2.3 95.6 ± 1.4 80.6 ± 4.9 92.5 ± 1.9
1. 8 years, 9 months
2. 3 years, 7 months

Victoria (g) 97.5 ± 0.1 97.1 ± 0.1 98.2 ± 0.0 98.6 ± 0.4 99.5 ± 0.1
1. 9 years, 0 months
2. 3 years, 7 months

Queensland 89.3 ± 2.6 85.7 ± 3.3 93.1 ± 2.0 74.6 ± 5.0 88.4 ± 2.3
1. 8 years, 4 months
2. 2 years, 8 months

WA 86.8 ± 1.6 82.9 ± 2.0 91.1 ± 1.3 56.1 ± 4.4 84.6 ± 2.5
1. 8 years, 5 months
2. 3 years, 7 months

SA 91.8 ± 2.7 89.5 ± 3.2 94.3 ± 2.3 71.7 ± 6.8 94.9 ± 3.1
1. 8 years, 6 months
2. 3 years, 3 months

Tasmania 91.9 ± 1.4 88.8 ± 1.9 95.2 ± 1.1 85.5 ± 5.1 91.9 ± 2.7
1. 9 years, 1 month
2. 3 years, 7 months

ACT 94.0 ± 1.4 91.8 ± 2.0 96.3 ± 1.0 87.6 ± 11.3 92.0 ± 1.9
1. 8 years, 10 months
2. 3 years, 6 months

NT 73.5 ± 2.6 70.2 ± 3.4 77.0 ± 3.0 40.3 ± 4.3 40.4 ± 4.2
1. 8 years, 8 months
2. 3 years, 3 months

Australia 92.8 ± 1.6 90.7 ± 2.0 95.1 ± 1.3 74.0 ± 4.7 93.4 ± 1.5

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

(e)

(f)

(g)

Proportion of year 3 students who achieved the writing
benchmark, 2005 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)

Some movements in the results over time might have occurred because of State/Territory equating
processes, and may not reflect actual improvements in student performance.

The typical average age of students at the time of testing, expressed in years and months. 

The achievement percentages reported in this table include 95 per cent confidence intervals, for
example, 80.0 per cent ± 2.7 per cent). 

Students who were absent or withdrawn from testing are not classified as assessed students and are
not included in the benchmark calculations. The proportion of absent and withdrawn students varies
across jurisdictions, as shown in table 4A.55. Readers are urged to be cautious when comparing results.

The typical average time students had spent in schooling at the time of testing, expressed in years and
months.

The methods used to identify Indigenous students with a language background other than English
(LBOTE) varied between jurisdictions, as outlined in the explanatory notes.

Victoria has advised that the increase in 2005 (and 2004) in the percentage of students reaching the
Writing benchmark in Victoria was due to changes in the marking instructions.
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Table 4A.50

Table 4A.50

1 Average age  (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling  (e) All students students students students  (f) students  (f)

Proportion of year 3 students who achieved the writing
benchmark, 2005 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)

Source : MCEETYA 2008a, National Report on Schooling in Australia 2005: Preliminary Paper National
Benchmark Results Reading, Writing and Numeracy Years 3, 5 and 7.

REPORT ON
GOVERNMENT
SERVICES 2009

SCHOOL 
EDUCATION



Table 4A.51

Table 4A.51

1 Average age  (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling  (e) All students students students students  (f) students  (f)

NSW 94.3 ± 1.9 92.6 ± 2.4 96.0 ± 1.4 81.5 ± 5.5 93.0 ± 1.9
1. 10yrs 9mths
2. 5yrs 7mths

Victoria (g) 97.4 ± 0.1 96.7 ± 0.1 98.4 ± 0.1 95.8 ± 1.6 99.0 ± 0.1
1. 10yrs 11mths
2. 5yrs 7mths

Queensland 92.0 ± 1.5 89.3 ± 1.9 94.8 ± 1.1 79.0 ± 3.4 88.9 ± 1.5
1. 10yrs 4mths
2. 4yrs 8mths

WA 86.8 ± 1.7 83.1 ± 2.2 90.6 ± 1.3 56.4 ± 4.0 85.7 ± 2.0
1. 10yrs 2mths
2. 4yrs 8mths

SA 92.1 ± 1.4 89.8 ± 1.8 94.6 ± 1.1 73.2 ± 4.8 93.7 ± 1.8
1. 10yrs 6mths
2. 5yrs 3mths

Tasmania 90.1 ± 1.4 86.4 ± 1.9 94.0 ± 1.3 82.0 ± 4.3 87.0 ± 2.9
1. 11yrs 1mth
2. 5yrs 7mths

ACT 92.6 ± 2.3 90.5 ± 2.9 94.9 ± 1.9 80.4 ± 9.9 91.0 ± 3.1
1. 10yrs 10mths
2. 5yrs 6mths

NT 72.4 ± 2.3 69.4 ± 3.2 75.8 ± 2.5 36.1 ± 3.7 35.5 ± 3.8
1. 10yrs 8mths
2. 5yrs 3mths

Australia 93.3 ± 1.3 91.3 ± 1.7 95.4 ± 1.0 74.3 ± 4.3 93.1 ± 1.4

(a)

(b)

(c) 

(d)
(e)

(f)

(g)

Proportion of year 5 students who achieved the writing benchmark,
2005 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)

The achievement percentages reported in this table include 95 per cent confidence intervals, for
example, 80 per cent ± 2.7 per cent.

Students who were absent or withdrawn from testing are not classifed as assessed students and are not
included in the benchmark calculations. The proportion of absent and withdrawn students varies
considerably across juridictions as shown in table 4A.55. Readers are urged to be cautious when
comparing results.

Some of the movements in the results over time may have occurred because of State/Territory equating
processes, and may not reflect actual improvements in student performance.

The typical average age of students at the time of testing, expressed in years and months.
The typical average time that students had spent in schooling at the time of testing, expressed in years
and months. 

The methods used to identify Indigenous students and language background other than English
(LBOTE) students varied across jurisdictions, as outlined in the explanatory notes.

Victoria has advised that the increase in 2005 (and 2004) in the percentage of students reaching the
Writing benchmark in Victoria was due to changes in the marking instructions.
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Table 4A.51

Table 4A.51

1 Average age  (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling  (e) All students students students students  (f) students  (f)

Proportion of year 5 students who achieved the writing benchmark,
2005 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)

Source : MCEETYA 2008a, National Report on Schooling in Australia 2005: Preliminary Paper National
Benchmark Results Reading, Writing and Numeracy Years 3, 5 and 7.
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Table 4A.52

Table 4A.52

1 Average age  (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling  (e) All students students students students  (f) students  (f)

NSW 92.1 ± 2.2 89.3 ± 2.9 95.0 ± 1.6 75.3 ± 5.6 92.1 ± 2.4
1. 12yrs 4mths
2. 7yrs 2mths

Victoria (g) 94.7 ± 0.5 92.1 ± 0.8 97.4 ± 0.3 83.9 ± 3.6 95.7 ± 0.6
1. 13yrs 0mths
2. 7yrs 7mths

Queensland 95.0 ± 0.6 93.1 ± 0.9 97.1 ± 0.4 83.8 ± 2.1 92.1 ± 0.9
1. 12yrs 8mths
2. 6yrs 8mths

WA 87.7 ± 1.6 83.7 ± 2.0 91.9 ± 1.2 56.7 ± 4.9 86.3 ± 2.1
1. 12yrs 2mths
2. 6yrs 7mths

SA 87.7 ± 2.9 84.1 ± 3.6 91.5 ± 2.2 60.3 ± 6.3 85.8 ± 3.2
1. 12yrs 6mths
2. 7yrs 3mths

Tasmania 83.6 ± 2.2 77.4 ± 2.9 89.8 ± 1.8 74.6 ± 5.5 76.5 ± 5.2
1. 13yrs 1mth
2. 7yrs 7mths

ACT 92.1 ± 2.7 89.5 ± 3.6 94.9 ± 2.0 78.9 ± 12.7 89.6 ± 4.0
1. 12yrs 10mths
2. 7yrs 6mths

NT 72.6 ± 2.0 67.3 ± 2.9 78.0 ± 2.6 34.6 ± 3.6 32.2 ± 3.9
1. 12yrs 8mths
2. 7yrs 3mths

Australia 92.2 ± 1.5 89.3 ± 2.0 95.2 ± 1.1 72.3 ± 4.3 91.6 ± 1.8

(a)

(b)

(c) 

(d)
(e)

(f)

(g)

The typical average age of students at the time of testing, expressed in years and months.
The typical average time that students had spent in schooling at the time of testing, expressed in years
and months. 

The methods used to identify Indigenous students and language background other than English
(LBOTE) students varied across jurisdictions.

Victoria has advised that the increase in 2005 (and 2004) in the percentage of students reaching the
Writing benchmark in Victoria was due to changes in the marking instructions.

Proportion of year 7 students who achieved the writing benchmark, 
2005 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)

The achievement percentages reported in this table include 95 per cent confidence intervals, for
example, 80 per cent ± 2.7 per cent.

Students who were absent or withdrawn from testing are not classifed as assessed students and are not
included in the benchmark calculations. The proportion of absent and withdrawn students varies
considerably across juridictions as shown in table 4A.55. Readers are urged to be cautious when
comparing results.
Some of the movements in the results over time may have occurred because of State/Terriotory
equating processes, and may not reflect actual improvements in student performance.
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Table 4A.52

Table 4A.52

1 Average age  (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling  (e) All students students students students  (f) students  (f)

Proportion of year 7 students who achieved the writing benchmark, 
2005 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)

Source : MCEETYA 2008a, National Report on Schooling in Australia 2005: Preliminary Paper National
Benchmark Results Reading, Writing and Numeracy Years 3, 5 and 7.
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Table 4A.56

Table 4A.56

1 Average age  (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling  (e) All students students students students  (f) students  (f)

NSW 95.4 ± 0.9 94.9 ± 1.0 95.9 ± 0.9 87.6 ± 2.6 94.2 ± 1.0
1. 8 years, 9 months
2. 3 years, 7 months

Victoria 95.5 ± 0.6 95.1 ± 0.6 96.1 ± 0.6 91.8 ± 3.0 97.3 ± 0.7
1. 9 years, 0 months
2. 3 years, 7 months

Queensland 92.7 ± 1.4 92.1 ± 1.4 93.4 ± 1.5 78.9 ± 3.9 89.5 ± 1.8
1. 8 years, 4 months
2. 2 years, 8 months

WA 90.2 ± 2.0 89.6 ± 2.1 91.0 ± 2.1 64.8 ± 5.7 86.6 ± 3.0
1. 8 years, 5 months
2. 3 years, 7 months

SA 92.6 ± 0.9 91.7 ± 0.9 93.4 ± 1.0 74.5 ± 4.1 95.4 ± 1.6
1. 8 years, 6 months
2. 3 years, 3 months

Tasmania 91.2 ± 2.0 90.0 ± 2.2 92.5 ± 2.0 82.4 ± 5.1 86.8 ± 4.1
1. 9 years, 1 month
2. 3 years, 7 months

ACT 94.6 ± 1.2 93.5 ± 1.4 95.7 ± 1.2 92.8 ± 6.5 91.8 ± 1.9
1. 8 years, 10 months
2. 3 years, 6 months

NT 86.2 ± 2.5 85.5 ± 2.9 87.2 ± 2.8 68.0 ± 5.6 66.7 ± 5.5
1. 8 years, 8 months
2. 3 years, 3 months

Australia 94.1 ± 1.1 93.5 ± 1.1 94.7 ± 1.1 80.4 ± 3.8 94.0 ± 1.2

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

(e)

(f)

Source :

Proportion of year 3 students who achieved the numeracy
benchmark, 2005 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)

The achievement percentages reported in this table include 95 per cent confidence intervals, for
example, 80.0 per cent ± 2.7 per cent). 

Students who were absent or withdrawn from testing were not classified as assessed students and are
not included in the benchmark calculations. The proportion of absent and withdrawn students varies
across jurisdictions, as shown in table 4A.61. Readers are urged to be cautious when comparing
results.

Some movements in the results over time might have occurred because of State/Territory equating
processes, and may not reflect actual improvements in student performance.

The typical average age of students at the time of testing, expressed in years and months. 

The typical average time students had spent in schooling at the time of testing, expressed in years and
months.

The methods used to identify Indigenous students with a language background other than English
(LBOTE) varied between jurisdictions, as outlined in the explanatory notes.

MCEETYA 2008a, National Report on Schooling in Australia 2005: Preliminary Paper National
Benchmark Results Reading, Writing and Numeracy Years 3, 5 and 7. 
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Table 4A.57

Table 4A.57

1 Average age  (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling  (e) All students students students students  (f) students  (f)

NSW 91.7 ± 1.1 91.1 ± 1.1 92.3 ± 1.1 75.4 ± 3.1 90.1 ± 1.2
1. 10yrs 9mths
2. 5yrs 7mths

Victoria 95.4 ± 0.7 94.8 ± 0.7 96.1 ± 0.7 89.5 ± 3.3 96.3 ± 0.9
1. 10yrs 11mths
2. 5yrs 7mths

Queensland 88.1 ± 1.9 88.0 ± 1.9 88.4 ± 2.0 65.8 ± 4.3 84.0 ± 2.3
1. 10yrs 4mths
2. 4yrs 8mths

WA 85.9 ± 1.8 86.4 ± 1.8 85.4 ± 2.0 51.6 ± 4.7 83.4 ± 2.4
1. 10yrs 2mths
2. 4yrs 8mths

SA 90.1 ± 1.3 90.5 ± 1.3 89.7 ± 1.5 69.8 ± 5.2 89.1 ± 2.0
1. 10yrs 6mths
2. 5yrs 3mths

Tasmania 89.1 ± 1.5 89.1 ± 1.6 89.1 ± 1.7 78.7 ± 4.8 84.0 ± 3.7
1. 11yrs 1mth
2. 5yrs 7mths

ACT 93.2 ± 1.2 92.9 ± 1.4 93.4 ± 1.5 81.4 ± 8.2 91.7 ± 1.9
1. 10yrs 10mths
2. 5yrs 6mths

NT 69.6 ± 2.4 69.8 ± 2.9 69.4 ± 2.9 35.1 ± 3.6 35.2 ± 3.6
1. 10yrs 8mths
2. 5yrs 3mths

Australia 90.8 ± 1.3 90.5 ± 1.3 91.2 ± 1.4 66.5 ± 3.9 90.0 ± 1.4
(a)

(b)

(c) 

(d)
(e)

(f)

Source :

The methods used to identify Indigenous students and language background other than English
(LBOTE) students varied across jurisdictions.

MCEETYA 2008a, National Report on Schooling in Australia 2005: Preliminary Paper National
Benchmark Results Reading, Writing and Numeracy Years 3, 5 and 7. 

The typical average time that students had spent in schooling at the time of testing, expressed in years
and months. 

Proportion of year 5 students who achieved the numeracy
benchmark, 2005 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)

Students who were absent or withdrawn from testing are not classifed as assessed students and are
not included in the benchmark calculations. The proportion of absent and withdrawn students varies
considerably across juridictions as shown in table 4A.61. Readers are urged to be cautious when
comparing results.
Some of the movements in the results over time may have occurred because of State/Territory
equating processes, and may not reflect actual improvements in student performance.

The typical average age of students at the time of testing, expressed in years and months.

The achievement percentages reported in this table include 95 per cent confidence intervals, for
example, 80 per cent ± 2.7 per cent.
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Table 4A.58

Table 4A.58

1 Average age  (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling  (e) All students students students students  (f) students  (f)

NSW (g) 75.8 ± 1.1 75.7 ± 1.2 75.9 ± 1.2 44.5 ± 2.3 75.2 ± 1.2
1. 12yrs 6mths
2. 7yrs 4mths

Victoria 86.9 ± 0.6 86.6 ± 0.6 87.3 ± 0.8 66.5 ± 4.5 85.9 ± 0.9
1. 13yrs 0mths
2. 7yrs 7mths

Queensland 83.2 ± 0.6 82.7 ± 0.7 83.9 ± 0.7 54.5 ± 2.4 79.8 ± 1.6
1. 12yrs 4mths
2. 6yrs 8mths

WA 84.3 ± 0.8 84.9 ± 0.8 83.6 ± 1.0 46.8 ± 2.9 81.8 ± 1.6
1. 12yrs 2mths
2. 6yrs 7mths

SA 85.7 ± 1.2 86.6 ± 1.2 84.9 ± 1.3 55.8 ± 5.3 82.5 ± 1.9
1. 12yrs 6mths
2. 7yrs 3mths

Tasmania 80.5 ± 1.2 80.4 ± 1.6 80.5 ± 1.7 66.4 ± 4.9 75.4 ± 5.8
1. 13yrs 1mth
2. 7yrs 7mths

ACT 88.1 ± 1.2 88.0 ± 1.5 88.3 ± 1.8 62.6 ± 11.4 84.4 ± 2.6
1. 12yrs 10mths
2. 7yrs 6mths

NT 64.8 ± 2.0 62.7 ± 2.8 66.9 ± 2.6 24.9 ± 3.3 24.8 ± 3.2
1. 12yrs 8mths
2. 7yrs 3mths

Australia 81.8 ± 0.9 81.6 ± 0.9 82.0 ± 1.0 48.8 ± 2.9 78.8 ± 1.3

(a)

(b)

(c) 

(d)
(e)

(f)

(g)

Proportion of year 7 students who achieved the numeracy
benchmark, 2005 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)

The achievement percentages reported in this table include 95 per cent confidence intervals, for
example, 80 per cent ± 2.7 per cent.

Students who were absent or withdrawn from testing are not classifed as assessed students and are
not included in the benchmark calculations. The proportion of absent and withdrawn students varies
considerably across juridictions as shown in table 4A.61. Readers are urged to be cautious when
comparing results.

NSW considers that the year 7 results for NSW are anomalous. The national numeracy benchmark
results show that:

The typical average age of students at the time of testing, expressed in years and months.
The typical average time that students had spent in schooling at the time of testing, expressed in years
and months. 

The methods used to identify Indigenous students and language background other than English
(LBOTE) students varied across jurisdictions.

Some of the movements in the results over time may have occurred because of State/Territory
equating processes, and may not reflect actual improvements in student performance.
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Table 4A.58

Table 4A.58

1 Average age  (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling  (e) All students students students students  (f) students  (f)

Proportion of year 7 students who achieved the numeracy
benchmark, 2005 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)

Source :

(i) a lower proportion of year 7 students are meeting the minimum numeracy benchmark than are
meeting the reading and writing benchmarks

National benchmarks represent the minimum standard of performance a student must achieve to be
able to progress through his/her schooling. The national benchmark results show that NSW students in
years 3 and 5 are consistently performing at or above the national average for reading, writing and
numeracy. The NSW results for year 7 reading and writing are also fairly consistent with the national
average.

MCEETYA 2008a, National Report on Schooling in Australia 2005: Preliminary Paper National
Benchmark Results Reading, Writing and Numeracy Years 3, 5 and 7. 

(ii) a lower proprtion of students are meeting the numeracy benchmark in year 7 than in year 3 and year
5.
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Table 4A.62

Table 4A.62

1 Average age  (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling  (e) All students students students students  (f) students  (f)

NSW 93.1 ± 1.7 91.2 ± 2.2 95.2 ± 1.2 81.6 ± 4.3 93.0 ± 1.7
1. 8 years, 9 months
2. 3 years, 7 months

Victoria 91.5 ± 2.0 89.3 ± 2.4 93.8 ± 1.6 81.5 ± 5.1 90.1 ± 2.2
1. 9 years, 0 months
2. 3 years, 7 months

Queensland 94.5 ± 1.3 93.3 ± 1.6 96.1 ± 1.0 88.5 ± 3.3 90.6 ± 1.4
1. 8 years, 4 months
2. 2 years, 8 months

WA 94.0 ± 1.6 93.0 ± 1.9 95.1 ± 1.4 75.7 ± 5.8 92.6 ± 1.7
1. 8 years, 6 months
2. 3 years, 7 months

SA 93.1 ± 1.8 91.6 ± 2.1 94.5 ± 1.6 75.2 ± 6.3 92.2 ± 2.5
1. 8 years, 6 months
2. 3 years, 3 months

Tasmania 94.1 ± 1.3 92.5 ± 1.8 95.8 ± 1.2 88.5 ± 3.5 89.9 ± 2.3
1. 9 years, 1 month
2. 3 years, 7 months

ACT 96.4 ± 0.8 95.7 ± 1.0 97.1 ± 0.7 90.7 ± 6.1 93.7 ± 1.2
1. 8 years, 10 months
2. 3 years, 6 months

NT 70.8 ± 2.6 69.5 ± 3.3 72.2 ± 3.0 39.6 ± 4.0 40.3 ± 4.0
1. 8 years, 8 months
2. 3 years, 3 months

Australia 93.0 ± 1.7 91.3 ± 2.0 94.8 ± 1.3 79.7 ± 4.3 91.0 ± 1.9

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

(e)

(f)

The typical average age of students at the time of testing, expressed in years and months. 

The typical average time students had spent in schooling at the time of testing, expressed in years and
months.

Proportion of year 3 students who achieved the reading
benchmark, 2006 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)

The achievement percentages reported in this table include 95 per cent confidence intervals (for
example, 80.0 per cent ± 2.7 per cent). 

Students who were absent or withdrawn from testing are not classified as assessed students and are
not included in the benchmark calculations. The proportion of absent and withdrawn students varies
across jurisdictions, as shown in table 4A.67. Readers are urged to be cautious when comparing results.

Revised definitions and standards for the collection and reporting of student socioeconomic background
information (sex, Indigenous status, socioeconomic background and language background) were
introduced in 2005 through the school enrolment processes for all schools to ensure greater national
consistency in reporting against characteristics from 2006.

The methods used to identify Indigenous students and students with a LBOTE varied across
jurisdictions.
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Table 4A.62

Table 4A.62

1 Average age  (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling  (e) All students students students students  (f) students  (f)

Proportion of year 3 students who achieved the reading
benchmark, 2006 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)

Source : MCEETYA 2008a, National Report on Schooling in Australia 2006: Preliminary Paper National
Benchmark Results Reading, Writing and Numeracy Years 3, 5 and 7 . 
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Table 4A.63

Table 4A.63

1 Average age  (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling  (e) All students students students students  (f) students  (f)

NSW 90.3 ± 1.1 87.9 ± 1.3 92.8 ± 1.0 73.6 ± 3.0 89.4 ± 1.3
1. 10yrs 9mths
2. 5yrs 7mths

Victoria 89.9 ± 1.4 87.7 ± 1.7 92.1 ± 1.2 69.7 ± 4.9 87.6 ± 1.7
1. 11yrs 0mths
2. 5yrs 7mths

Queensland 81.2 ± 3.1 78.5 ± 3.4 84.3 ± 2.8 60.7 ± 5.7 77.5 ± 3.5
1. 10yrs 4mths
2. 4yrs 8mths

WA 92.6 ± 1.4 91.1 ± 1.6 94.1 ± 1.2 70.8 ± 4.9 93.0 ± 1.5
1. 10yrs 2mths
2. 4yrs 8mths

SA 88.0 ± 1.4 85.4 ± 1.7 90.8 ± 1.3 58.8 ± 5.0 87.1 ± 2.2
1. 10yrs 6mths
2. 5yrs 3mths

Tasmania 94.1 ± 1.0 92.6 ± 1.3 95.6 ± 1.2 90.3 ± 3.4 89.1 ± 2.6
1. 11yrs 1mths
2. 5yrs 7mths

ACT 95.6 ± 0.6 94.2 ± 1.1 96.9 ± 0.7 89.7 ± 6.4 92.8 ± 1.6
1. 10yrs 10mths
2. 5yrs 6mths

NT 74.5 ± 2.0 71.7 ± 2.8 77.6 ± 2.6 39.7 ± 3.8 38.5 ± 3.7
1. 10yrs 8mths
2. 5yrs 3mths

Australia 88.4 ± 1.6 86.0 ± 1.9 90.8 ± 1.5 66.3 ± 4.4 87.2 ± 1.7

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)
(e)

(f)

Proportion of year 5 students who achieved the reading
benchmark, 2006 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)

The achievement percentages reported in this table include 95 per cent confidence intervals (for
example, 80.0 per cent ± 2.7 per cent). 

Students who were absent or withdrawn from testing are not classified as assessed students and are
not included in the benchmark calculations. The proportion of absent and withdrawn students varies
across jurisdictions, as shown in table 4A.67. Readers are urged to be cautious when comparing results.

Revised definitions and standards for the collection and reporting of student socioeconomic background
information (sex, Indigenous status, socioeconomic background and language background) were
introduced in 2005 through the school enrolment processes for all schools to ensure greater national
consistency in reporting against characteristics from 2006.

The typical average age of students at the time of testing, expressed in years and months. 
The typical average time students had spent in schooling at the time of testing, expressed in years and
months.

The methods used to identify Indigenous students and students with a LBOTE varied across
jurisdictions.
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Table 4A.63

Table 4A.63

1 Average age  (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling  (e) All students students students students  (f) students  (f)

Proportion of year 5 students who achieved the reading
benchmark, 2006 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)

Source : MCEETYA 2008a, National Report on Schooling in Australia 2006: Preliminary Paper National
Benchmark Results Reading, Writing and Numeracy Years 3, 5 and 7 . 
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Table 4A.64

Table 4A.64

1 Average age  (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling  (e) All students students students students  (f) students  (f)

NSW 88.4 ± 0.9 86.0 ± 1.0 90.9 ± 0.8 68.4 ± 2.4 85.7 ± 1.2
1. 12yrs 4mths
2. 7yrs 2mths

Victoria 94.9 ± 0.5 93.6 ± 0.6 96.2 ± 0.5 80.7 ± 3.8 93.2 ± 0.8
1. 13yrs 0mths
2. 7yrs 7mths

Queensland 85.6 ± 1.0 84.2 ± 1.1 87.2 ± 1.0 63.6 ± 2.7 81.9 ± 1.6
1. 12yrs 4mths
2. 6yrs 8mths

WA 84.4 ± 0.8 81.4 ± 1.0 87.7 ± 0.9 47.0 ± 3.1 83.8 ± 1.8
1. 12yrs 2mths
2. 6yrs 7mths

SA 93.3 ± 0.4 91.7 ± 0.6 94.9 ± 0.4 71.4 ± 3.7 87.4 ± 1.1
1. 12yrs 6mths
2. 7yrs 3mths

Tasmania 86.5 ± 1.1 84.2 ± 1.5 89.0 ± 1.4 72.2 ± 4.7 83.4 ± 4.2
1. 13yrs 1mths
2. 7yrs 7mths

ACT 94.2 ± 0.9 92.5 ± 1.4 95.8 ± 1.2 76.4 ± 10.2 92.2 ± 2.1
1. 12yrs 10mths
2. 7yrs 6mths

NT 72.3 ± 2.0 70.4 ± 2.8 74.1 ± 2.8 38.6 ± 3.7 36.4 ± 3.8
1. 12yrs 8mths
2. 7yrs 3mths

Australia 89.2 ± 0.8 87.2 ± 1.0 91.2 ± 0.8 63.2 ± 3.0 87.0 ± 1.2

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)
(e)

(f)

Proportion of year 7 students who achieved the reading
benchmark, 2006 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)

The achievement percentages reported in this table include 95 per cent confidence intervals (for
example, 80.0 per cent ± 2.7 per cent). 

Students who were absent or withdrawn from testing are not classified as assessed students and are
not included in the benchmark calculations. The proportion of absent and withdrawn students varies
across jurisdictions, as shown in table 4A.67. Readers are urged to be cautious when comparing results.

Revised definitions and standards for the collection and reporting of student socioeconomic background
information (sex, Indigenous status, socioeconomic background and language background) were
introduced in 2005 through the school enrolment processes for all schools to ensure greater national
consistency in reporting against characteristics from 2006.

The typical average time students had spent in schooling at the time of testing, expressed in years and
months.

The methods used to identify Indigenous students and students with a LBOTE varied across
jurisdictions.

The typical average age of students at the time of testing, expressed in years and months. 
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Table 4A.64

Table 4A.64

1 Average age  (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling  (e) All students students students students  (f) students  (f)

Proportion of year 7 students who achieved the reading
benchmark, 2006 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)

Source : MCEETYA 2008a, National Report on Schooling in Australia 2006: Preliminary Paper National
Benchmark Results Reading, Writing and Numeracy Years 3, 5 and 7 . 
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Table 4A.68

Table 4A.68

1 Average age  (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling  (e) All students students students students  (f) students  (f)

NSW 93.8 ± 1.9 92.0 ± 2.4 95.6 ± 1.4 80.8 ± 5.0 93.5 ± 1.9
1. 8 years, 9 months
2. 3 years, 7 months

Victoria 96.6 ± 0.5 95.2 ± 0.8 98.0 ± 0.3 91.8 ± 2.9 96.1 ± 0.5
1. 9 years, 0 months
2. 3 years, 7 months

Queensland 95.3 ± 0.6 93.9 ± 0.8 97.3 ± 0.4 89.7 ± 2.0 92.2 ± 0.7
1. 8 years, 4 months
2. 2 years, 8 months

WA 90.2 ± 1.4 87.0 ± 1.8 93.5 ± 1.1 63.1 ± 4.2 89.2 ± 1.6
1. 8 years, 6 months
2. 3 years, 7 months

SA 92.2 ± 2.4 89.6 ± 3.0 94.8 ± 1.8 71.1 ± 6.6 90.2 ± 3.0
1. 8 years, 6 months
2. 3 years, 3 months

Tasmania 90.8 ± 1.6 87.0 ± 2.2 94.7 ± 1.3 83.6 ± 4.3 86.7 ± 3.0
1. 9 years, 1 month
2. 3 years, 7 months

ACT 93.8 ± 1.8 91.9 ± 2.4 95.7 ± 1.6 85.4 ± 7.4 90.9 ± 2.4
1. 8 years, 10 months
2. 3 years, 6 months

NT 66.6 ± 3.6 62.7 ± 4.0 70.7 ± 4.3 33.5 ± 4.7 35.1 ± 4.7
1. 8 years, 8 months
2. 3 years, 3 months

Australia 93.9 ± 1.3 92.0 ± 1.7 96.0 ± 1.0 77.9 ± 3.8 92.7 ± 1.5

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)
(e)

(f)

Proportion of year 3 students who achieved the writing
benchmark, 2006 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)

Revised definitions and standards for the collection and reporting of student socioeconomic background
information (sex, Indigenous status, socioeconomic background and language background) were
introduced in 2005 through the school enrolment processes for all schools to ensure greater national
consistency in reporting against characteristics from 2006.

The typical average age of students at the time of testing, expressed in years and months. 

The achievement percentages reported in this table include 95 per cent confidence intervals (for
example, 80.0 per cent ± 2.7 per cent). 

Students who were absent or withdrawn from testing are not classified as assessed students and are
not included in the benchmark calculations. The proportion of absent and withdrawn students varies
across jurisdictions, as shown in table 4A.73. Readers are urged to be cautious when comparing results.

The typical average time students had spent in schooling at the time of testing, expressed in years and
months.

The methods used to identify Indigenous students and students with a LBOTE varied across
jurisdictions.
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Table 4A.68

Table 4A.68

1 Average age  (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling  (e) All students students students students  (f) students  (f)

Proportion of year 3 students who achieved the writing
benchmark, 2006 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)

Source : MCEETYA 2008a, National Report on Schooling in Australia 2006: Preliminary Paper National
Benchmark Results Reading, Writing and Numeracy Years 3, 5 and 7 . 
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Table 4A.69

Table 4A.69

1 Average age  (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling  (e) All students students students students  (f) students  (f)

NSW 93.9 ± 2.0 92.1 ± 2.5 95.8 ± 1.4 80.7 ± 5.8 93.3 ± 2.0
1. 10yrs 9mths
2. 5yrs 7mths

Victoria 97.6 ± 0.1 96.7 ± 0.2 98.6 ± 0.1 93.5 ± 1.7 97.0 ± 0.2
1. 11yrs 0mths
2. 5yrs 7mths

Queensland 96.0 ± 0.4 94.8 ± 0.6 97.6 ± 0.2 90.8 ± 1.5 93.4 ± 0.5
1. 10yrs 4mths
2. 4yrs 8mths

WA 84.7 ± 2.3 79.8 ± 2.8 89.8 ± 1.8 53.0 ± 4.8 87.0 ± 2.2
1. 10yrs 2mths
2. 4yrs 8mths

SA 92.7 ± 2.8 90.6 ± 3.6 94.9 ± 1.9 75.6 ± 7.7 94.7 ± 2.5
1. 10yrs 6mths
2. 5yrs 3mths

Tasmania 87.5 ± 1.8 82.7 ± 2.4 92.5 ± 1.6 79.0 ± 4.7 83.7 ± 3.7
1. 11yrs 1mths
2. 5yrs 7mths

ACT 95.5 ± 1.2 94.4 ± 1.8 96.6 ± 0.9 85.8 ± 8.1 93.3 ± 1.7
1. 10yrs 10mths
2. 5yrs 6mths

NT 66.1 ± 3.1 61.6 ± 3.8 71.0 ± 3.6 29.5 ± 4.1 30.6 ± 3.9
1. 10yrs 8mths
2. 5yrs 3mths

Australia 93.8 ± 1.3 91.9 ± 1.7 95.8 ± 0.9 77.0 ± 4.0 93.0 ± 1.4

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)
(e)

(f)

The typical average age of students at the time of testing, expressed in years and months. 
The typical average time students had spent in schooling at the time of testing, expressed in years and
months.

The methods used to identify Indigenous students and students with a LBOTE varied across
jurisdictions.

Proportion of year 5 students who achieved the writing
benchmark, 2006 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)

The achievement percentages reported in this table include 95 per cent confidence intervals (for
example, 80.0 per cent ± 2.7 per cent). 

Students who were absent or withdrawn from testing are not classified as assessed students and are
not included in the benchmark calculations. The proportion of absent and withdrawn students varies
across jurisdictions, as shown in table 4A.73. Readers are urged to be cautious when comparing
results.

Revised definitions and standards for the collection and reporting of student socioeconomic
background information (sex, Indigenous status, socioeconomic background and language
background) were introduced in 2005 through the school enrolment processes for all schools to ensure
greater national consistency in reporting against characteristics from 2006.
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Table 4A.69

Table 4A.69

1 Average age  (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling  (e) All students students students students  (f) students  (f)

Proportion of year 5 students who achieved the writing
benchmark, 2006 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)

Source : MCEETYA 2008a, National Report on Schooling in Australia 2006: Preliminary Paper National
Benchmark Results Reading, Writing and Numeracy Years 3, 5 and 7 . 
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Table 4A.70

Table 4A.70

1 Average age  (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling  (e) All students students students students  (f) students  (f)

NSW 93.0 ± 2.1 90.4 ± 2.8 95.7 ± 1.4 77.5 ± 5.4 92.0 ± 2.4
1. 12yrs 4mths
2. 7yrs 2mths

Victoria 95.4 ± 0.5 93.2 ± 0.8 97.7 ± 0.3 83.3 ± 3.9 95.3 ± 0.6
1. 13yrs 0mths
2. 7yrs 7mths

Queensland 96.0 ± 0.3 94.8 ± 0.4 97.5 ± 0.2 88.6 ± 1.3 93.8 ± 0.6
1. 12yrs 4mths
2. 6yrs 8mths

WA 85.5 ± 1.6 80.4 ± 2.0 90.9 ± 1.2 54.2 ± 3.7 87.5 ± 1.9
1. 12yrs 2mths
2. 6yrs 7mths

SA 87.7 ± 5.0 83.5 ± 6.3 92.1 ± 3.7 59.3 ± 10.2 84.0 ± 4.4
1. 12yrs 6mths
2. 7yrs 3mths

Tasmania 81.7 ± 2.0 75.5 ± 2.7 88.4 ± 1.7 69.4 ± 5.4 77.2 ± 5.2
1. 13yrs 1mths
2. 7yrs 7mths

ACT 91.4 ± 2.9 87.5 ± 4.1 95.1 ± 2.0 75.6 ± 10.6 90.3 ± 3.7
1. 12yrs 10mths
2. 7yrs 6mths

NT 61.6 ± 2.7 56.0 ± 3.4 67.4 ± 3.1 25.9 ± 3.5 26.1 ± 3.7
1. 12yrs 8mths
2. 7yrs 3mths

Australia 92.4 ± 1.5 89.8 ± 2.0 95.3 ± 1.1 73.8 ± 3.9 91.4 ± 1.8

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)
(e)

(f)

Proportion of year 7 students who achieved the writing benchmark, 
2006 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)

The achievement percentages reported in this table include 95 per cent confidence intervals (for
example, 80.0 per cent ± 2.7 per cent). 

Students who were absent or withdrawn from testing are not classified as assessed students and are not
included in the benchmark calculations. The proportion of absent and withdrawn students varies across
jurisdictions, as shown in table 4A.73. Readers are urged to be cautious when comparing results.

Revised definitions and standards for the collection and reporting of student socioeconomic background
information (sex, Indigenous status, socioeconomic background and language background) were
introduced in 2005 through the school enrolment processes for all schools to ensure greater national
consistency in reporting against characteristics from 2006.

The typical average age of students at the time of testing, expressed in years and months. 
The typical average time students had spent in schooling at the time of testing, expressed in years and
months.

The methods used to identify Indigenous students and students with a LBOTE varied across jurisdictions.
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Table 4A.70

Table 4A.70

1 Average age  (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling  (e) All students students students students  (f) students  (f)

Proportion of year 7 students who achieved the writing benchmark, 
2006 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)

Source : MCEETYA 2008a, National Report on Schooling in Australia 2006: Preliminary Paper National
Benchmark Results Reading, Writing and Numeracy Years 3, 5 and 7 . 
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Table 4A.74

Table 4A.74

1 Average age  (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling  (e) All students students students students  (f) students  (f)

NSW 95.8 ± 0.8 95.4 ± 0.9 96.2 ± 0.8 88.1 ± 2.7 94.9 ± 1.0
1. 8 years, 9 months
2. 3 years, 7 months

Victoria 95.9 ± 0.7 95.2 ± 0.7 96.6 ± 0.7 90.7 ± 2.8 94.7 ± 0.8
1. 9 years, 0 months
2. 3 years, 7 months

Queensland 88.9 ± 2.3 88.7 ± 2.2 89.4 ± 2.3 72.1 ± 4.9 84.4 ± 2.5
1. 8 years, 4 months
2. 2 years, 8 months

WA 88.4 ± 2.5 87.9 ± 2.6 88.9 ± 2.4 59.6 ± 6.2 85.4 ± 2.8
1. 8 years, 6 months
2. 3 years, 7 months

SA 91.5 ± 1.3 90.8 ± 1.4 92.2 ± 1.4 72.8 ± 4.6 93.8 ± 2.4
1. 8 years, 6 months
2. 3 years, 3 months

Tasmania 88.5 ± 1.8 87.1 ± 2.1 90.0 ± 1.8 78.7 ± 4.7 83.2 ± 4.4
1. 9 years, 1 month
2. 3 years, 7 months

ACT 94.3 ± 1.6 93.6 ± 1.8 95.0 ± 1.7 82.8 ± 9.2 92.3 ± 2.3
1. 8 years, 10 months
2. 3 years, 6 months

NT 85.4 ± 2.1 85.5 ± 2.4 85.3 ± 2.6 65.5 ± 4.5 63.8 ± 4.3
1. 8 years, 8 months
2. 3 years, 3 months

Australia 93.0 ± 1.4 92.5 ± 1.4 93.5 ± 1.4 76.2 ± 4.3 92.6 ± 1.3

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)
(e)

(f)

The typical average age of students at the time of testing, expressed in years and months. 
The typical average time students had spent in schooling at the time of testing, expressed in years and
months.

The methods used to identify Indigenous students and students with a LBOTE varied across
jurisdictions.

Proportion of year 3 students who achieved the numeracy
benchmark, 2006 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)

The achievement percentages reported in this table include 95 per cent confidence intervals (for
example, 80.0 per cent ± 2.7 per cent). 

Students who were absent or withdrawn from testing are not classified as assessed students and are
not included in the benchmark calculations. The proportion of absent and withdrawn students varies
across jurisdictions, as shown in table 4A.79. Readers are urged to be cautious when comparing
results.

Revised definitions and standards for the collection and reporting of student socioeconomic
background information (sex, Indigenous status, socioeconomic background and language
background) were introduced in 2005 through the school enrolment processes for all schools to ensure
greater national consistency in reporting against characteristics from 2006.
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Table 4A.74

Table 4A.74

1 Average age  (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling  (e) All students students students students  (f) students  (f)

Proportion of year 3 students who achieved the numeracy
benchmark, 2006 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)

Source : MCEETYA 2008a, National Report on Schooling in Australia 2006: Preliminary Paper National
Benchmark Results Reading, Writing and Numeracy Years 3, 5 and 7 . 
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Table 4A.75

Table 4A.75

1 Average age  (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling  (e) All students students students students  (f) students  (f)

NSW 92.6 ± 1.2 92.4 ± 1.2 92.9 ± 1.3 78.0 ± 3.5 91.8 ± 1.3
1. 10yrs 9mths
2. 5yrs 7mths

Victoria 94.9 ± 0.9 94.5 ± 0.9 95.3 ± 0.9 84.4 ± 4.3 93.7 ± 0.9
1. 11yrs 0mths
2. 5yrs 7mths

Queensland 85.4 ± 1.6 85.2 ± 1.6 85.7 ± 1.7 62.8 ± 3.4 82.2 ± 2.2
1. 10yrs 4mths
2. 4yrs 8mths

WA 86.0 ± 1.5 86.0 ± 1.5 86.1 ± 1.6 52.9 ± 4.3 86.2 ± 1.9
1. 10yrs 2mths
2. 4yrs 7mths

SA 88.3 ± 1.7 88.5 ± 1.8 88.1 ± 1.9 63.0 ± 6.1 86.6 ± 2.7
1. 10yrs 6mths
2. 5yrs 3mths

Tasmania 88.7 ± 1.5 88.0 ± 1.7 89.5 ± 1.7 81.9 ± 4.0 83.4 ± 4.1
1. 11yrs 1mths
2. 5yrs 7mths

ACT 93.0 ± 1.4 92.6 ± 1.6 93.4 ± 1.5 83.0 ± 10.9 90.9 ± 2.3
1. 10yrs 10mths
2. 5yrs 6mths

NT 70.0 ± 2.2 69.4 ± 2.8 70.6 ± 2.8 32.8 ± 3.6 33.4 ± 3.7
1. 10yrs 8mths
2. 5yrs 3mths

Australia 90.3 ± 1.3 90.0 ± 1.3 90.6 ± 1.4 66.0 ± 3.8 90.0 ± 1.4

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)
(e)

(f) The methods used to identify Indigenous students and students with a LBOTE varied across
jurisdictions.

The typical average time students had spent in schooling at the time of testing, expressed in years and
months.

Proportion of year 5 students who achieved the numeracy
benchmark, 2006 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)

Students who were absent or withdrawn from testing are not classified as assessed students and are
not included in the benchmark calculations. The proportion of absent and withdrawn students varies
across jurisdictions, as shown in table 4A.79. Readers are urged to be cautious when comparing
results.

Revised definitions and standards for the collection and reporting of student socioeconomic
background information (sex, Indigenous status, socioeconomic background and language
background) were introduced in 2005 through the school enrolment processes for all schools to ensure
greater national consistency in reporting against characteristics from 2006.
The typical average age of students at the time of testing, expressed in years and months. 

The achievement percentages reported in this table include 95 per cent confidence intervals (for
example, 80.0 per cent ± 2.7 per cent). 
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Table 4A.75

Table 4A.75

1 Average age  (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling  (e) All students students students students  (f) students  (f)

Proportion of year 5 students who achieved the numeracy
benchmark, 2006 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)

Source : MCEETYA 2008a, National Report on Schooling in Australia 2006: Preliminary Paper National
Benchmark Results Reading, Writing and Numeracy Years 3, 5 and 7 . 
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Table 4A.76

Table 4A.76

1 Average age  (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling  (e) All students students students students  (f) students  (f)

NSW (g) 72.7 ± 1.6 72.0 ± 1.5 73.5 ± 1.8 39.8 ± 2.4 70.5 ± 1.7
1. 12yrs 6mths
2. 7yrs 4mths

Victoria 84.6 ± 0.7 84.9 ± 0.7 84.3 ± 0.9 60.0 ± 4.0 83.5 ± 0.9
1. 13yrs 0mths
2. 7yrs 7mths

Queensland 79.8 ± 1.2 80.9 ± 1.2 78.9 ± 1.3 53.3 ± 2.5 77.1 ± 2.1
1. 12yrs 4mths
2. 6yrs 8mths

WA 84.5 ± 0.7 84.4 ± 0.8 84.6 ± 0.8 48.2 ± 2.7 84.9 ± 1.5
1. 12yrs 2mths
2. 6yrs 7mths

SA 87.3 ± 0.8 87.0 ± 0.9 87.7 ± 1.0 55.4 ± 5.0 80.7 ± 1.8
1. 12yrs 6mths
2. 7yrs 3mths

Tasmania 80.4 ± 1.2 80.4 ± 1.5 80.3 ± 1.7 66.9 ± 5.1 73.2 ± 5.5
1. 13yrs 1mths
2. 7yrs 7mths

ACT 89.5 ± 1.2 88.4 ± 1.7 90.5 ± 1.8 67.2 ± 11.3 88.1 ± 2.7
1. 12yrs 10mths
2. 7yrs 6mths

NT 67.3 ± 1.9 67.3 ± 2.6 67.4 ± 2.8 30.0 ± 3.7 28.4 ± 3.4
1. 12yrs 8mths
2. 7yrs 3mths

Australia 79.7 ± 1.1 79.7 ± 1.1 79.7 ± 1.3 47.5 ± 2.9 76.3 ± 1.5

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)
(e)

(f)

Revised definitions and standards for the collection and reporting of student socioeconomic
background information (sex, Indigenous status, socioeconomic background and language
background) were introduced in 2005 through the school enrolment processes for all schools to ensure
greater national consistency in reporting against characteristics from 2006.

Proportion of year 7 students who achieved the numeracy
benchmark, 2006 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)

The achievement percentages reported in this table include 95 per cent confidence intervals (for
example, 80.0 per cent ± 2.7 per cent). 

Students who were absent or withdrawn from testing are not classified as assessed students and are
not included in the benchmark calculations. The proportion of absent and withdrawn students varies
across jurisdictions, as shown in table 4A.79. Readers are urged to be cautious when comparing
results.

The typical average age of students at the time of testing, expressed in years and months. 
The typical average time students had spent in schooling at the time of testing, expressed in years and
months.

The methods used to identify Indigenous students and students with a LBOTE varied across
jurisdictions.
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Table 4A.76

Table 4A.76

1 Average age  (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling  (e) All students students students students  (f) students  (f)

Proportion of year 7 students who achieved the numeracy
benchmark, 2006 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)

(g)

Source :

(iii) the drop in performance for NSW beyond the normal range of annual fluctuations was expected in
2006 and is attributable to the conduct of testing two months earlier, in March rather than in May.

MCEETYA 2008a, National Report on Schooling in Australia 2006: Preliminary Paper National
Benchmark Results Reading, Writing and Numeracy Years 3, 5 and 7 . 

(ii) a lower proprtion of students are meeting the numeracy benchmark in year 7 than in year 3 and year
5. The national benchmark results show that NSW students in years 3 and 5 are consistently
performing at or above the national average for reading writing and numeracy. The NSW results for
year 7 reading and writing are also fairly consistent with the national average.

(i) a lower proportion of year 7 students are meeting the minimum numeracy benchmark than are
meeting the reading and writing benchmarks

NSW considers that the year 7 results for NSW are anomalous. The national numeracy benchmark
results show that:
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Table 4A.80

Table 4A.80

1 Average age  (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling  (e) All students students students students  (f) students  (f)

NSW 93.5 ± 1.5 91.8 ± 1.8 95.2 ± 1.2 83.3 ± 4.1 93.1 ± 1.4
1. 8 years, 9 months
2. 3 years, 7 months

Victoria 93.6 ± 1.8 92.0 ± 2.1 95.3 ± 1.4 86.1 ± 4.7 92.0 ± 2.0
1. 9 years, 0 months
2. 3 years, 7 months

Queensland 93.5 ± 1.5 92.7 ± 1.7 95.1 ± 1.3 87.0 ± 3.6 90.7 ± 1.5
1. 8 years, 4 months
2. 2 years, 8 months

WA 95.0 ± 1.4 94.2 ± 1.6 95.9 ± 1.2 81.0 ± 5.0 94.1 ± 1.4
1. 8 years, 6 months
2. 3 years, 7 months

SA 91.7 ± 1.0 89.5 ± 1.3 94.1 ± 0.8 70.5 ± 4.0 85.9 ± 1.6
1. 8 years, 6 months
2. 3 years, 3 months

Tasmania 95.6 ± 1.3 94.5 ± 1.7 96.8 ± 1.1 92.8 ± 3.4 91.3 ± 3.0
1. 9 years, 1 month
2. 3 years, 7 months

ACT 96.1 ± 0.8 94.5 ± 1.3 97.7 ± 0.6 86.2 ± 6.9 94.3 ± 1.1
1. 8 years, 10 months
2. 3 years, 6 months

NT 72.8 ± 2.4 71.2 ± 3.0 74.4 ± 2.8 41.0 ± 4.1 42.3 ± 4.3
1. 8 years, 8 months
2. 3 years, 3 months

Australia 93.4 ± 1.5 92.0 ± 1.8 95.0 ± 1.3 80.7 ± 4.1 91.6 ± 1.6

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)
(e)

(f)

Source :

The typical average age of students at the time of testing, expressed in years and months. 
The typical average time students had spent in schooling at the time of testing, expressed in years and
months.

MCEETYA 2008c, National Report on Schooling in Australia 2007: Preliminary Paper National
Benchmark Results Reading, Writing and Numeracy Years 3, 5 and 7 . 

Proportion of year 3 students who achieved the reading
benchmark, 2007 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)

The achievement percentages reported in this table include 95 per cent confidence intervals (for
example, 80.0 per cent ± 2.7 per cent). 

Students who were absent or withdrawn from testing are not classified as assessed students and are
not included in the benchmark calculations. The proportion of absent and withdrawn students varies
across jurisdictions, as shown in table 4A.85. Readers are urged to be cautious when comparing results.

Some movements in the results over time might have occurred because of State/Territory equating
processes, and may not reflect actual improvements in student performance.

The methods used to identify Indigenous students and students with a LBOTE varied across
jurisdictions.
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Table 4A.81

Table 4A.81

1 Average age  (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling  (e) All students students students students  (f) students  (f)

NSW 92.0 ± 1.2 90.2 ± 1.4 93.8 ± 1.0 77.3 ± 3.1 90.4 ± 1.3
1. 10yrs 9mths
2. 5yrs 7mths

Victoria 91.4 ± 1.4 89.6 ± 1.5 93.2 ± 1.2 79.9 ± 5.1 89.5 ± 1.5
1. 11yrs 0mths
2. 5yrs 7mths

Queensland 80.5 ± 3.1 78.6 ± 3.2 83.2 ± 3.1 59.3 ± 4.9 78.0 ± 3.2
1. 10yrs 4mths
2. 4yrs 8mths

WA 93.9 ± 0.9 92.7 ± 1.1 95.1 ± 1.0 71.9 ± 4.8 92.1 ± 1.5
1. 10yrs 4mths
2. 5yrs 7mths

SA 89.3 ± 1.2 87.1 ± 1.4 91.7 ± 1.1 60.8 ± 5.0 81.9 ± 1.9
1. 10yrs 6mths
2. 5yrs 3mths

Tasmania 95.1 ± 1.0 93.9 ± 1.3 96.3 ± 0.9 89.5 ± 4.4 90.0 ± 3.7
1. 11yrs 1mths
2. 5yrs 7mths

ACT 94.9 ± 1.0 93.3 ± 1.4 96.5 ± 0.9 83.2 ± 9.7 93.0 ± 1.6
1. 10yrs 10mths
2. 5yrs 6mths

NT 72.3 ± 2.1 70.0 ± 2.8 74.5 ± 2.7 40.3 ± 3.5 40.7 ± 3.7
1. 10yrs 8mths
2. 5yrs 3mths

Australia 89.2 ± 1.6 87.4 ± 1.8 91.1 ± 1.5 67.6 ± 4.2 88.1 ± 1.6

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)
(e)

(f)

Source : MCEETYA 2008c, National Report on Schooling in Australia 2007: Preliminary Paper National
Benchmark Results Reading, Writing and Numeracy Years 3, 5 and 7 . 

Proportion of year 5 students who achieved the reading
benchmark, 2007 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)

The achievement percentages reported in this table include 95 per cent confidence intervals (for
example, 80.0 per cent ± 2.7 per cent). 

Students who were absent or withdrawn from testing are not classified as assessed students and are
not included in the benchmark calculations. The proportion of absent and withdrawn students varies
across jurisdictions, as shown in table 4A.85. Readers are urged to be cautious when comparing results.

Some movements in the results over time might have occurred because of State/Territory equating
processes, and may not reflect actual improvements in student performance.

The typical average age of students at the time of testing, expressed in years and months. 
The typical average time students had spent in schooling at the time of testing, expressed in years and
months.

The methods used to identify Indigenous students and students with a LBOTE varied across
jurisdictions.
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Table 4A.82

Table 4A.82

1 Average age  (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling  (e) All students students students students  (f) students  (f)

NSW 91.3 ± 0.8 89.1 ± 1.0 93.6 ± 0.7 75.8 ± 2.3 90.3 ± 1.0
1. 12yrs 4mths
2. 7yrs 2mths

Victoria 93.0 ± 0.7 91.6 ± 0.8 94.5 ± 0.7 79.9 ± 4.3 90.7 ± 1.0
1. 13yrs 0mths
2. 7yrs 7mths

Queensland 84.2 ± 0.9 83.2 ± 1.0 85.9 ± 0.9 61.5 ± 2.5 77.5 ± 1.8
1. 12yrs 4mths
2. 6yrs 8mths

WA 84.1 ± 0.8 82.0 ± 1.0 86.3 ± 0.9 44.6 ± 2.8 81.6 ± 1.6
1. 12yrs 2mths
2. 6yrs 7mths

SA 93.7 ± 0.4 92.2 ± 0.6 95.2 ± 0.4 74.3 ± 3.5 89.6 ± 1.1
1. 12yrs 6mths
2. 7yrs 3mths

Tasmania 85.7 ± 1.3 83.3 ± 1.7 88.3 ± 1.4 71.0 ± 4.6 81.4 ± 5.4
1. 13yrs 1mths
2. 7yrs 7mths

ACT 94.4 ± 0.7 92.8 ± 1.1 96.0 ± 1.0 83.3 ± 8.0 94.7 ± 1.4
1. 12yrs 10mths
2. 7yrs 6mths

NT 68.0 ± 2.1 65.8 ± 2.7 70.2 ± 2.6 31.1 ± 3.3 29.1 ± 3.4
1. 12yrs 8mths
2. 7yrs 3mths

Australia 89.3 ± 0.8 87.6 ± 1.0 91.2 ± 0.8 64.7 ± 2.8 87.9 ± 1.2

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)
(e)

(f)

Source :

The typical average time students had spent in schooling at the time of testing, expressed in years and
months.

The methods used to identify Indigenous students and students with a LBOTE varied across
jurisdictions.

MCEETYA 2008c, National Report on Schooling in Australia 2007: Preliminary Paper National
Benchmark Results Reading, Writing and Numeracy Years 3, 5 and 7. 

The typical average age of students at the time of testing, expressed in years and months. 

Proportion of year 7 students who achieved the reading
benchmark, 2007 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)

The achievement percentages reported in this table include 95 per cent confidence intervals (for
example, 80.0 per cent ± 2.7 per cent). 

Students who were absent or withdrawn from testing are not classified as assessed students and are
not included in the benchmark calculations. The proportion of absent and withdrawn students varies
across jurisdictions, as shown in table 4A.85. Readers are urged to be cautious when comparing results.

Some movements in the results over time might have occurred because of State/Territory equating
processes, and may not reflect actual improvements in student performance.
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Table 4A.86

Table 4A.86

1 Average age  (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling  (e) All students students students students  (f) students  (f)

NSW 93.9 ± 1.6 92.0 ± 2.0 96.0 ± 1.2 82.2 ± 4.4 92.9 ± 1.6
1. 8 years, 9 months
2. 3 years, 7 months

Victoria (g) 94.1 ± 1.2 91.6 ± 1.6 96.6 ± 0.8 86.1 ± 4.2 93.7 ± 1.0
1. 9 years, 0 months
2. 3 years, 7 months

Queensland 95.1 ± 0.6 94.1 ± 0.8 97.0 ± 0.4 89.0 ± 2.0 92.4 ± 0.6
1. 8 years, 4 months
2. 2 years, 8 months

WA 87.4 ± 1.9 83.9 ± 2.4 91.0 ± 1.5 58.7 ± 4.6 87.5 ± 2.0
1. 8 years, 6 months
2. 3 years, 7 months

SA 91.1 ± 2.5 88.3 ± 3.3 93.9 ± 1.8 71.7 ± 6.5 90.5 ± 2.8
1. 8 years, 6 months
2. 3 years, 3 months

Tasmania 89.6 ± 1.6 85.9 ± 2.3 93.4 ± 1.5 81.3 ± 4.7 89.1 ± 4.1
1. 9 years, 1 month
2. 3 years, 7 months

ACT 95.1 ± 1.1 93.3 ± 1.5 96.8 ± 0.9 83.9 ± 7.4 92.9 ± 1.8
1. 8 years, 10 months
2. 3 years, 6 months

NT 66.6 ± 2.9 62.6 ± 3.6 70.5 ± 3.4 31.0 ± 3.7 33.7 ± 3.9
1. 8 years, 8 months
2. 3 years, 3 months

Australia 93.0 ± 1.4 90.8 ± 1.8 95.4 ± 1.0 76.6 ± 3.8 91.7 ± 1.5

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)
(e)

(f)

(g)

Proportion of year 3 students who achieved the writing
benchmark, 2007 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)

Some movements in the results over time might have occurred because of State/Territory equating
processes, and may not reflect actual improvements in student performance.

The typical average age of students at the time of testing, expressed in years and months. 

The achievement percentages reported in this table include 95 per cent confidence intervals (for
example, 80.0 per cent ± 2.7 per cent). 

Students who were absent or withdrawn from testing are not classified as assessed students and are
not included in the benchmark calculations. The proportion of absent and withdrawn students varies
across jurisdictions, as shown in table 4A.91. Readers are urged to be cautious when comparing results.

The typical average time students had spent in schooling at the time of testing, expressed in years and
months.

The methods used to identify Indigenous students and students with a LBOTE varied across
jurisdictions.

Victoria has advised that the increase (since 2004) in the percentage of students reaching the Writing 
benchmark in Victoria was due to changes in the marking instructions. See MCEEYTA (2008c) p.6 for 
further information.
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Table 4A.86

Table 4A.86

1 Average age  (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling  (e) All students students students students  (f) students  (f)

Proportion of year 3 students who achieved the writing
benchmark, 2007 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)

Source : MCEETYA 2008c, National Report on Schooling in Australia 2007: Preliminary Paper National
Benchmark Results Reading, Writing and Numeracy Years 3, 5 and 7. 
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Table 4A.87

Table 4A.87

1 Average age  (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling  (e) All students students students students  (f) students  (f)

NSW 95.4 ± 1.2 93.9 ± 1.6 96.9 ± 0.9 85.6 ± 3.7 94.1 ± 1.3
1. 10yrs 9mths
2. 5yrs 7mths

Victoria 96.0 ± 0.3 94.4 ± 0.4 97.8 ± 0.2 89.6 ± 2.8 95.7 ± 0.3
1. 11yrs 0mths
2. 5yrs 7mths

Queensland 96.3 ± 0.3 95.4 ± 0.4 97.9 ± 0.2 91.4 ± 1.3 93.7 ± 0.4
1. 10yrs 4mths
2. 4yrs 8mths

WA 84.8 ± 2.0 80.6 ± 2.4 89.4 ± 1.7 51.0 ± 5.1 85.8 ± 2.1
1. 10yrs 4mths
2. 5yrs 7mths

SA 91.3 ± 1.6 88.4 ± 2.1 94.4 ± 1.2 75.5 ± 5.2 86.9 ± 2.0
1. 10yrs 6mths
2. 5yrs 3mths

Tasmania 86.2 ± 2.2 81.2 ± 2.9 91.4 ± 1.9 75.3 ± 6.3 85.7 ± 4.9
1. 11yrs 1mth
2. 5yrs 7mths

ACT 94.2 ± 1.9 92.3 ± 2.5 96.1 ± 1.4 79.8 ± 10.0 92.9 ± 2.3
1. 10yrs 10mths
2. 5yrs 6mths

NT 63.3 ± 3.3 57.5 ± 4.1 69.1 ± 3.5 29.6 ± 4.0 31.1 ± 4.1
1. 10yrs 8mths
2. 5yrs 3mths

Australia 94.1 ± 0.9 92.3 ± 1.2 96.2 ± 0.7 79.5 ± 3.2 92.8 ± 1.0

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)
(e)

(f)

Source :

Proportion of year 5 students who achieved the writing
benchmark, 2007 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)

The achievement percentages reported in this table include 95 per cent confidence intervals (for
example, 80.0 per cent ± 2.7 per cent). 

Students who were absent or withdrawn from testing are not classified as assessed students and are
not included in the benchmark calculations. The proportion of absent and withdrawn students varies
across jurisdictions, as shown in table 4A.91. Readers are urged to be cautious when comparing
results.

Some movements in the results over time might have occurred because of State/Territory equating
processes, and may not reflect actual improvements in student performance.

The typical average age of students at the time of testing, expressed in years and months. 
The typical average time students had spent in schooling at the time of testing, expressed in years and
months.

The methods used to identify Indigenous students and students with a LBOTE varied across
jurisdictions.

MCEETYA 2008c, National Report on Schooling in Australia 2007: Preliminary Paper National
Benchmark Results Reading, Writing and Numeracy Years 3, 5 and 7. 
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Table 4A.88

Table 4A.88

1 Average age  (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling  (e) All students students students students  (f) students  (f)

NSW 93.4 ± 1.9 91.2 ± 2.4 95.6 ± 1.3 79.3 ± 5.0 92.8 ± 2.1
1. 12yrs 4mths
2. 7yrs 2mths

Victoria 94.8 ± 0.5 92.1 ± 0.8 97.7 ± 0.3 82.8 ± 3.3 94.9 ± 0.6
1. 13yrs 0mths
2. 7yrs 7mths

Queensland 96.3 ± 0.3 95.3 ± 0.5 97.7 ± 0.3 91.6 ± 1.3 93.3 ± 0.5
1. 12yrs 4mths
2. 6yrs 8mths

WA 85.2 ± 1.7 80.2 ± 2.3 90.6 ± 1.3 53.6 ± 4.5 86.6 ± 1.8
1. 12yrs 2mths
2. 6yrs 7mths

SA 88.8 ± 2.3 85.0 ± 3.0 92.9 ± 1.7 61.8 ± 6.5 85.4 ± 2.6
1. 12yrs 6mths
2. 7yrs 3mths

Tasmania 81.9 ± 1.9 75.1 ± 2.7 88.9 ± 1.7 67.7 ± 6.1 80.5 ± 5.5
1. 13yrs 1mth
2. 7yrs 7mths

ACT 91.2 ± 2.5 88.0 ± 3.4 94.4 ± 1.8 74.5 ± 11.0 91.2 ± 3.0
1. 12yrs 10mths
2. 7yrs 6mths

NT 55.9 ± 2.9 48.5 ± 3.6 63.7 ± 3.3 20.7 ± 3.1 21.5 ± 3.6
1. 12yrs 8mths
2. 7yrs 3mths

Australia 92.5 ± 1.3 89.8 ± 1.7 95.3 ± 0.9 74.5 ± 3.8 91.5 ± 1.6

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)
(e)

(f)

Source :

The typical average age of students at the time of testing, expressed in years and months. 
The typical average time students had spent in schooling at the time of testing, expressed in years and
months.

The methods used to identify Indigenous students and students with a LBOTE varied across jurisdictions.

MCEETYA 2008c, National Report on Schooling in Australia 2007: Preliminary Paper National
Benchmark Results Reading, Writing and Numeracy Years 3, 5 and 7. 

Proportion of year 7 students who achieved the writing benchmark, 
2007 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)

The achievement percentages reported in this table include 95 per cent confidence intervals (for
example, 80.0 per cent ± 2.7 per cent). 

Students who were absent or withdrawn from testing are not classified as assessed students and are not
included in the benchmark calculations. The proportion of absent and withdrawn students varies across
jurisdictions, as shown in table 4A.91. Readers are urged to be cautious when comparing results.

Some movements in the results over time might have occurred because of State/Territory equating
processes, and may not reflect actual improvements in student performance.
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Table 4A.92

Table 4A.92

1 Average age  (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling  (e) All students students students students  (f) students  (f)

NSW 95.9 ± 0.9 95.4 ± 0.9 96.4 ± 0.9 90.2 ± 2.6 94.8 ± 0.9
1. 8 years, 9 months
2. 3 years, 7 months

Victoria 95.0 ± 1.1 94.5 ± 1.0 95.6 ± 1.2 88.5 ± 4.1 93.1 ± 1.3
1. 9 years, 0 months
2. 3 years, 7 months

Queensland 90.2 ± 2.1 90.1 ± 2.0 90.8 ± 2.1 77.6 ± 4.3 85.9 ± 2.4
1. 8 years, 4 months
2. 2 years, 8 months

WA 90.4 ± 2.2 90.1 ± 2.1 90.7 ± 2.3 67.5 ± 5.7 89.4 ± 2.3
1. 8 years, 6 months
2. 3 years, 7 months

SA 89.5 ± 1.6 88.9 ± 1.4 90.2 ± 1.8 67.6 ± 5.2 83.2 ± 2.2
1. 8 years, 6 months
2. 3 years, 3 months

Tasmania 91.1 ± 2.1 90.4 ± 2.4 91.9 ± 2.1 84.2 ± 5.3 88.2 ± 3.8
1. 9 years, 1 month
2. 3 years, 7 months

ACT 94.3 ± 1.3 93.6 ± 1.6 95.0 ± 1.5 82.7 ± 8.3 91.7 ± 2.4
1. 8 years, 10 months
2. 3 years, 6 months

NT 82.3 ± 2.2 80.9 ± 2.6 83.8 ± 2.7 57.7 ± 4.5 57.0 ± 4.9
1. 8 years, 8 months
2. 3 years, 3 months

Australia 93.2 ± 1.4 92.8 ± 1.4 93.7 ± 1.5 78.8 ± 4.1 92.1 ± 1.4

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)
(e)

(f)

Source :

Proportion of year 3 students who achieved the numeracy
benchmark, 2007 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)

The achievement percentages reported in this table include 95 per cent confidence intervals (for
example, 80.0 per cent ± 2.7 per cent). 

Students who were absent or withdrawn from testing are not classified as assessed students and are
not included in the benchmark calculations. The proportion of absent and withdrawn students varies
across jurisdictions, as shown in table 4A.97. Readers are urged to be cautious when comparing
results.

Some movements in the results over time might have occurred because of State/Territory equating
processes, and may not reflect actual improvements in student performance.

The typical average age of students at the time of testing, expressed in years and months. 
The typical average time students had spent in schooling at the time of testing, expressed in years and
months.

The methods used to identify Indigenous students and students with a LBOTE varied across
jurisdictions.

MCEETYA 2008c, National Report on Schooling in Australia 2007: Preliminary Paper National
Benchmark Results Reading, Writing and Numeracy Years 3, 5 and 7. 
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Table 4A.93

Table 4A.93

1 Average age  (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling  (e) All students students students students  (f) students  (f)

NSW 91.3 ± 0.9 91.4 ± 0.9 91.3 ± 1.0 76.0 ± 2.7 89.7 ± 1.0
1. 10yrs 9mths
2. 5yrs 7mths

Victoria 91.5 ± 1.3 91.6 ± 1.2 91.4 ± 1.4 75.4 ± 4.6 89.9 ± 1.3
1. 11yrs 0mths
2. 5yrs 7mths

Queensland (g) 83.7 ± 1.6 84.2 ± 1.5 83.8 ± 1.7 62.3 ± 3.0 81.4 ± 1.9
1. 10yrs 4mths
2. 4yrs 8mths

WA 87.3 ± 1.6 87.5 ± 1.6 87.1 ± 1.8 54.8 ± 4.8 85.3 ± 2.2
1. 10yrs 4mths
2. 5yrs 7mths

SA 89.6 ± 1.5 88.8 ± 1.5 90.3 ± 1.7 63.9 ± 5.6 83.4 ± 2.0
1. 10yrs 6mths
2. 5yrs 3mths

Tasmania 89.4 ± 1.5 89.0 ± 1.8 89.8 ± 1.7 79.5 ± 5.3 83.3 ± 5.4
1. 11yrs 1mth
2. 5yrs 7mths

ACT 92.4 ± 1.3 91.7 ± 1.5 93.1 ± 1.4 79.1 ± 9.1 90.1 ± 2.0
1. 10yrs 10mths
2. 5yrs 6mths

NT 70.2 ± 2.2 69.8 ± 2.7 70.6 ± 3.0 34.5 ± 3.5 35.6 ± 3.8
1. 10yrs 8mths
2. 5yrs 3mths

Australia 89.0 ± 1.3 89.1 ± 1.3 89.1 ± 1.4 65.5 ± 3.4 87.6 ± 1.4

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)
(e)

(f)

(g)

The methods used to identify Indigenous students and students with a LBOTE varied across
jurisdictions.

The typical average time students had spent in schooling at the time of testing, expressed in years and
months.

Proportion of year 5 students who achieved the numeracy
benchmark, 2007 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)

Students who were absent or withdrawn from testing are not classified as assessed students and are
not included in the benchmark calculations. The proportion of absent and withdrawn students varies
across jurisdictions, as shown in table 4A.97. Readers are urged to be cautious when comparing
results.

Some movements in the results over time might have occurred because of State/Territory equating
processes, and may not reflect actual improvements in student performance.

The typical average age of students at the time of testing, expressed in years and months. 

The achievement percentages reported in this table include 95 per cent confidence intervals (for
example, 80.0 per cent ± 2.7 per cent). 

Some students did not indicate their gender therefore the total percentages for all students have not be
proportionally located within the range provided for male and female students.
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Table 4A.93

Table 4A.93

1 Average age  (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling  (e) All students students students students  (f) students  (f)

Proportion of year 5 students who achieved the numeracy
benchmark, 2007 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)

Source : MCEETYA 2008c, National Report on Schooling in Australia 2007: Preliminary Paper National
Benchmark Results Reading, Writing and Numeracy Years 3, 5 and 7. 
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Table 4A.94

Table 4A.94

1 Average age  (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling  (e) All students students students students  (f) students  (f)

NSW (g) 73.4 ± 0.8 71.7 ± 0.8 75.3 ± 0.9 40.1 ± 1.9 72.4 ± 0.9
1. 12yrs 6mths
2. 7yrs 4mths

Victoria 89.0 ± 0.9 89.2 ± 0.9 88.8 ± 1.0 67.6 ± 4.4 87.3 ± 1.1
1. 13yrs 0mths
2. 7yrs 7mths

Queensland (h) 77.4 ± 0.9 77.9 ± 1.0 77.6 ± 1.0 49.0 ± 2.2 76.5 ± 1.6
1. 12yrs 4mths
2. 6yrs 8mths

WA 83.8 ± 0.7 84.3 ± 0.8 83.2 ± 0.9 46.9 ± 3.1 84.0 ± 1.3
1. 12yrs 2mths
2. 6yrs 7mths

SA 85.6 ± 0.9 86.6 ± 1.0 84.4 ± 1.1 57.0 ± 5.0 82.9 ± 1.9
1. 12yrs 6mths
2. 7yrs 3mths

Tasmania 79.8 ± 1.3 81.0 ± 1.7 78.5 ± 1.7 63.8 ± 5.5 72.4 ± 6.5
1. 13yrs 1mth
2. 7yrs 7mths

ACT 86.1 ± 1.6 85.6 ± 2.0 86.6 ± 1.9 59.4 ± 11.0 87.3 ± 2.8
1. 12yrs 10mths
2. 7yrs 6mths

NT 66.7 ± 2.0 67.6 ± 2.7 65.7 ± 2.6 27.7 ± 3.1 25.8 ± 3.1
1. 12yrs 8mths
2. 7yrs 3mths

Australia 80.2 ± 0.9 80.0 ± 0.9 80.6 ± 1.0 46.0 ± 2.7 78.0 ± 1.2

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)
(e)

(f)

(g)

Proportion of year 7 students who achieved the numeracy
benchmark, 2007 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)

The achievement percentages reported in this table include 95 per cent confidence intervals (for
example, 80.0 per cent ± 2.7 per cent). 

Students who were absent or withdrawn from testing are not classified as assessed students and are
not included in the benchmark calculations. The proportion of absent and withdrawn students varies
across jurisdictions, as shown in table 4A.97. Readers are urged to be cautious when comparing
results.

NSW considers that the year 7 results for NSW are anomalous. The national numeracy benchmark
results show that:

The typical average age of students at the time of testing, expressed in years and months. 
The typical average time students had spent in schooling at the time of testing, expressed in years and
months.

The methods used to identify Indigenous students and students with a LBOTE varied across
jurisdictions.

Some movements in the results over time might have occurred because of State/Territory equating
processes, and may not reflect actual improvements in student performance.
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Table 4A.94

Table 4A.94

1 Average age  (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling  (e) All students students students students  (f) students  (f)

Proportion of year 7 students who achieved the numeracy
benchmark, 2007 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)

(h)

Source :

(i) a lower proportion of year 7 students are meeting the minimum numeracy benchmark than are
meeting the reading and writing benchmarks

The national benchmark results show that NSW students in years 3 and 5 are consistently performing
at or above the national average for reading writing and numeracy. The NSW results for year 7 reading
and writing are also fairly consistent with the national average.

MCEETYA 2008c, National Report on Schooling in Australia 2007: Preliminary Paper National
Benchmark Results Reading, Writing and Numeracy Years 3, 5 and 7. 

(ii) a lower proprtion of students are meeting the numeracy benchmark in year 7 than in year 3 and year
5.

Some students did not indicate their gender therefore the total percentages for all students have not be
proportionally located within the range provided for male and female students.
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Table 4A.99

Table 4A.99

3.1 3.2 3.3 4 or above
At or above 

proficient 
standard (a)

2003
Mainland state capital city regions 36.4 ± 2.3 52.0 ± 2.3 7.2 ± 1.4 0.1 ± 0.2 na
Major urban statistical districts 33.9 ± 5.6 54.5 ± 4.8 8.3 ± 2.5 0.1 ± 0.2 na
Inner provincial 37.7 ± 4.2 51.7 ± 4.5 6.0 ± 2.3 0.2 ± 0.4 na
Outer provincial 36.7 ± 5.4 53.4 ± 5.5 6.5 ± 2.8 0.0 ± 0.2 na
Provincial zone, city 25K-50K 34.0 ± 8.6 54.5 ± 9.8 7.6 ± 4.5 0.1 ± 0.6 na
Provincial zone, city 50K-100K 38.6 ± 8.0 50.9 ± 6.8 6.5 ± 3.3 0.1 ± 0.3 na
Remote zone, remote areas 46.5 ± 8.3 38.3 ± 9.3 4.6 ± 3.4 0.0 ± 0.1 na
All locations 36.5 ± 1.7 52.2 ± 1.7 7.1 ± 0.9 0.1 ± 0.1 na

2006
Metropolitan zone capital city 36.5 ± 2.6 43.9 ± 2.5 10.6 ± 2.0 0.7 ± 0.7 55.3 ± 3.2
Major urban statistical districts 37.5 ± 4.2 46.0 ± 3.9 9.5 ± 2.7 0.5 ± 0.7 56.0 ± 4.9
Provincial city statistical districts 40.5 ± 4.9 43.4 ± 5.1 8.0 ± 2.6 0.2 ± 0.6 51.6 ± 6.0
Inner and outer provincial areas 37.0 ± 3.5 46.4 ± 3.9 7.8 ± 2.0 0.1 ± 0.2 54.3 ± 4.3
Remote and very remote zones 38.0 ± 7.0 31.1 ± 8.3 4.3 ± 3.7 0.1 ± 0.3 35.5 ± 9.2
All locations 37.1 ± 1.7 44.2 ± 1.8 9.6 ± 1.2 0.5 ± 0.4 54.3 ± 2.1

(a)  

(b)  

(c)  

(d)  

Source : MCEETYA 2008, National Assessment Program - Science Literacy Year 6, 2006 , Melbourne.

Proportion of year 6 students achieving at or above the
proficient standard in science literacy, by geolocation (per
cent) (a), (b), (c), (d)

The achievement percentages reported in this table include 95 per cent confidence intervals (for
example, 80.0 per cent ± 2.7 per cent).

Minimum standards like the benchmarks in literacy and numeracy have not been set for scientific
literacy. The standard for science literacy is set at proficiency level 3.2 (of levels 1 to 4 or above) a
reasonably challenging level of performance, with students needing to demonstrate more than
minimal or elementary skills to be regarded as reaching it. Data represent the proportion of students
at or above the proficient standard.

Geolocation data are based on the MCEETYA Schools Geographic Location Classification and
represent school location.

2003 results rescaled for 2006 were available for inclusion in this table. However, the geographic
classification changed between 2003 and 2006 making any comparison invalid.
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Table 4A.100

Table 4A.100

Aust
2003

Male students 59.1 ± 1.3
Female students 57.4 ± 1.2
Indigenous students 29.8 ± 4.5
LBOTE students 48.1 ± 3.0

2006
Male students 54.9 ± 2.5
Female students 53.7 ± 2.3
Indigenous students 25.5 ± 10.0
LBOTE students na

(a)  

(b)  

(c)  

(d)

Source : MCEETYA 2008, National Assessment Program - Science Literacy Year 6, 2006 , Melbourne; 
MCEETYA 2004, National Assessment Program - Science Literacy Year 6, 2003 , Melbourne.

Proportion of year 6 students achieving at or above the proficient
standard in science literacy, by equity group (per cent) (a), (b)

The achievement percentages reported in this table include 95 per cent confidence intervals (for
example, 80.0 per cent ± 2.7 per cent).

Minimum standards like the benchmarks in literacy and numeracy have not been set for scientific
literacy. The standard for science literacy is set at proficiency level 3.2 (of levels 1 to 4 or above) a
reasonably challenging level of performance, with students needing to demonstrate more than minimal
or elementary skills to be regarded as reaching it. Data represent the proportion of students at or above
the proficient standard.

na Not available.

The proficiency of the LBOTE sub-group, even nationally, was not calculated for 2006 because of
omissions and inconsistencies in the data.

Rescaled data for 2003 were not available for inclusion in this table. Results for 2003 and 2006 are not 
directly comparable.
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Table 4A.108

Table 4A.108

Aust
2000

All students 69.0 ± 2.4
Male students 63.2 ± 3.3
Female students 75.8 ± 2.9
Students from low socioeconomic families (c) 54.3 ± 3.5
Indigenous students 38.0 ± 6.7
Geographically remote students (d) 47.9 ± 17.2

2003
All students 69.9 ± 1.9
Male students 62.3 ± 2.5
Female students 77.8 ± 2.2
Students from low socioeconomic families (c) 56.2 ± 2.7
Indigenous students 38.1 ± 7.6
Geographically remote students (d) 53.5 ± 9.0

2006
All students 65.6 ± 1.8
Male students 58.0 ± 2.4
Female students 73.5 ± 2.0
Students from low socioeconomic families (c) 47.8 ± 2.2
Indigenous students 33.5 ± 4.9
Geographically remote students (d) 48.9 ± 15.7

(a)  

(b)  

(c)

(d)  

Source : ACER (unpublished).

The MCEETYA Schools Geographic Location Classification was used to classify the location of the
school. Students from schools in remote and very remote areas were classified as geographically
remote students.

Proportion of 15 year old students achieving level 3 or above in
the overall reading literacy scale, by equity group (per cent) (a),
(b)

These data are from assessments conducted for the Programme for International Student Assessment
(PISA). PISA 2000 involved sample assessment of approximately 2.3 per cent of 15 year old Australian
secondary school students. For further information on PISA 2000, see Lokan et al. (2001). PISA 2003
involved sample assessment of approximately 6.5 per cent of 15 year old Australian secondary school
students. For further information on PISA 2003, see Thomson et al. (2004a). PISA 2006 involved
sample assessment of approximately 6.0 per cent of 15 year old Australian Secondary school students.
For further information on PISA 2006, see Thomson and De Bortoli (2007).

The achievement percentages reported in this table include 95 per cent confidence intervals (for
example, 80.0 per cent ± 2.7 per cent).
Two measures are used by the OECD to represent elements of socioeconomic background. One is the
highest level of the father’s and mother’s occupation (known as HISEI), which is coded in accordance
with the International Standard Classification of Occupations. The other measure is the index of
economic, social and cultural status (ESCS), which was created to capture the wider aspects of a
student’s family and home background. The ESCS is based on students’ responses on their parents’
occupations; the highest level of education of the father and mother converted into years of schooling;
the number of books in the home; and access to home educational and cultural resources.
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Table 4A.110

Table 4A.110

Aust
2003

All students 67.1 ± 1.8
Male students 67.3 ± 2.4
Female students 66.8 ± 2.5
Students from low socioeconomic families (c) 47.2 ± 3.7
Indigenous students 30.1 ± 6.3
Geographically remote students (d) 51.5 ± 12.7

2006
All students 66.5 ± 1.8
Male students 68.6 ± 2.4
Female students 64.3 ± 2.2
Students from low socioeconomic families (c) 50.2 ± 2.4
Indigenous students 32.4 ± 5.1
Geographically remote students (d) 44.0 ± 11.4

(a)  

(b)  

(c)

(d)  

Source : ACER (unpublished).

The MCEETYA Schools Geographic Location Classification was used to classify the location of the
school. Students from schools in remote and very remote areas were classified as geographically
remote students.

Proportion of 15 year old students achieving level 3 or above in
the overall mathematical literacy scale, by equity group (per cent)
(a), (b)

These data are from assessments conducted for the Programme for International Student Assessment
(PISA). PISA 2003 involved sample assessment of approximately 6.5 per cent of 15 year old Australian
secondary school students. For further information on PISA 2003, see Thomson et al. (2004a). PISA
2006 involved sample assessment of approximately 6.0 per cent of 15 year old Australian Secondary
school students. For further information on PISA 2006, see Thomson and De Bortoli (2007).

The achievement percentages reported in this table include 95 per cent confidence intervals (for
example, 80.0 per cent ± 2.7 per cent).

Two measures are used by the OECD to represent elements of socioeconomic background. One is the
highest level of the father’s and mother’s occupation (known as HISEI), which is coded in accordance
with the International Standard Classification of Occupations. The other measure is the index of
economic, social and cultural status (ESCS), which was created to capture the wider aspects of a
student’s family and home background. The ESCS is based on students’ responses on their parents’
occupations; the highest level of education of the father and mother converted into years of schooling;
the number of books in the home; and access to home educational and cultural resources.
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Table 4A.112

Table 4A.112

Aust
2000

Indigenous students 29.1 ± 8.1
Geographically remote students (c) 51.2 ± 15.4

2003
Indigenous students 25.6 ± 5.6
Geographically remote students (c) 44.4 ± 12.0

(a)  

(b)

(c)  

Source : ACER (unpublished).

The MCEETYA Schools Geographic Location Classification was used to classify the location of the
school. Students from schools in remote and very remote areas were classified as geographically
remote students. The percentage of students attending school in a geographically remote area is very
small in 2000 (0.9 per cent) and 2003 (0.6 per cent).

Proportion of 15 year old students achieving at or above the OECD
mean for scientific literacy, by equity group (per cent) (a), (b)

These data are from assessments conducted for the Programme for International Student
Assessment (PISA). PISA 2000 involved sample assessment of approximately 2.3 per cent of 15 year
old Australian secondary school students. For further information on PISA, see Lokan et al. (2001).
PISA 2003 involved sample assessment of approximately 6.5 per cent of 15 year old Australian
secondary school students. For further information on PISA, see Thomson et al. (2004a).

The OECD mean is reported here as a national reporting standard has yet to be developed. The
achievement percentages reported in this table include 95 per cent confidence intervals (for example,
80.0 per cent ± 2.7 per cent).
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Table 4A.114

Table 4A.114

Aust
All students 67.0 ± 1.7
Male students 66.5 ± 2.4
Female students 67.5 ± 2.0
Students from low socioeconomic families (c) 50.8 ± 2.3
Indigenous students 34.3 ± 5.6
Geographically remote students (d) 47.8 ± 12.9

(a)  

(b)  

(c)

(d)  

Source : ACER (unpublished).

The MCEETYA Schools Geographic Location Classification was used to classify the location of the
school. Students from schools in remote and very remote areas were classified as geographically
remote students.

Proportion of 15 year old students achieving level 3 or above in
the overall scientific literacy scale, by equity group, 2006 (per
cent) (a), (b)

These data are from assessments conducted for the Programme for International Student Assessment
(PISA). PISA 2006 involved sample assessment of approximately 6.0 per cent of 15 year old Australian
Secondary school students. For further information on PISA 2006, see Thomson and De Bortoli (2007).

The achievement percentages reported in this table include 95 per cent confidence intervals (for
example, 80.0 per cent ± 2.7 per cent).

Two measures are used by the OECD to represent elements of socioeconomic background. One is the
highest level of the father’s and mother’s occupation (known as HISEI), which is coded in accordance
with the International Standard Classification of Occupations. The other measure is the index of
economic, social and cultural status (ESCS), which was created to capture the wider aspects of a
student’s family and home background. The ESCS is based on students’ responses on their parents’
occupations; the highest level of education of the father and mother converted into years of schooling;
the number of books in the home; and access to home educational and cultural resources.
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Table 4A.116

Table 4A.116

Aust
Indigenous students 30.6 ± 6.2
Geographically remote students (c) 50.1 ± 10.1

(a)  

(b)

(c)  

Source : ACER (unpublished).

The MCEETYA Schools Geographic Location Classification was used to classify the location of the
school. Students from schools in remote and very remote areas were classified as geographically
remote students. The percentage of students attending school in a geographically remote area is very
small (0.6 per cent).

Proportion of 15 year old students achieving at or above the OECD
mean for problem solving, by equity group, 2003 (per cent) (a), (b)

These data are from assessments conducted for the Programme for International Student
Assessment (PISA). PISA 2003 involved sample assessment of approximately 6.5 per cent of 15 year
old Australian secondary school students.For further information on PISA, see Thomson et al. (2004a).

The OECD mean is reported here as a national reporting standard has yet to be developed. The
achievement percentages reported in this table include 95 per cent confidence intervals (for example,
80.0 per cent ± 2.7 per cent).
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Table 4A.121

Table 4A.121

NSW Vic Qld WA SA Tas ACT (d) NT Aust
14–19 year olds

Male   58.4   62.4   53.8   50.6   59.0   62.1   69.4   47.5   57.8
Female   60.3   65.1   55.7   53.7   60.8   65.1   69.3   50.2   60.0
All students   59.3   63.7   54.7   52.1   59.9   63.5   69.4   48.8   58.9

14 year olds
Male   98.0   99.2   97.3   96.7   99.3   99.6   112.1   86.7   98.2
Female   97.6   99.6   98.1   99.4   99.2   99.5   113.6   85.3   98.6
All students   97.8   99.4   97.7   98.0   99.2   99.5   112.8   86.0   98.4

15 year olds
Male   93.0   95.6   91.4   92.7   97.4   100.3   109.6   85.1   93.9
Female   93.2   96.9   94.3   95.4   97.8   101.5   108.7   82.5   95.2
All students   93.1   96.2   92.8   94.0   97.6   100.9   109.2   83.9   94.5

16 year olds
Male   77.7   87.6   79.2   75.9   89.3   84.6   104.6   67.6   81.6
Female   82.7   93.1   87.1   83.7   92.4   89.2   104.1   76.3   87.3
All students   80.2   90.3   83.1   79.7   90.8   86.9   104.4   71.8   84.4

17 year olds
Male   64.3   74.4   47.2   38.1   65.9   62.3   88.2   46.7   60.8
Female   72.5   84.9   50.6   43.3   76.5   73.9   93.9   51.4   68.5
All students   68.2   79.6   48.8   40.7   71.0   67.8   91.0   49.0   64.5

18 year olds
Male   16.4   22.9   5.6   3.4   14.5   26.1   25.4   12.3   14.7
Female   15.1   22.8   4.6   3.5   14.3   30.1   20.3   14.4   14.1
All students   15.8   22.9   5.1   3.5   14.4   28.0   22.8   13.3   14.4

19 year olds
Male   1.7   2.5   0.8   0.9   4.2   3.5   1.8   2.7   1.9
Female   1.5   2.2   0.7   0.8   3.7   3.9   1.5   2.9   1.7
All students   1.6   2.3   0.8   0.8   3.9   3.7   1.6   2.8   1.8

  17.2   17.3   16.7   16.6   17.2   17.7   17.3   17.2   17.1

(a)

(b)
(c)
(d)

Source :  ABS 2008, Schools Australia 2007 , Cat. no. 4221.0; ABS (unpublished) Schools Australia 
2007.

School participation rates by age and sex of students, all
schools, 2007 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)

Proportion of the population who were enrolled as full time and part time students in August 2007. 

Participation rates in the ACT exceed 100 per cent as a result of NSW residents from surrounding
areas enrolling in ACT schools.

Refer to p4.5 in Report for information on age structures for schooling.

Average age of Full 
time year 12 
students

Age at 1 July.
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Table 4A.122

Table 4A.122

NSW Vic Qld WA  (e) SA Tas ACT (f) NT
2003

14–19 year olds 58.6 62.7 54.6 52.0 57.1 61.2 67.5 49.9
14 year olds 96.6 97.4 97.4 98.2 97.5 99.7 105.6 93.3
15 year olds 92.7 94.7 92.5 92.0 95.2 99.2 104.1 83.0
16 year olds 79.8 88.8 94.1 77.2 85.9 87.9 100.4 73.2
17 year olds 67.5 77.9 51.7 41.1 66.2 67.4 91.0 51.3
18 year olds 15.9 21.3 6.4 4.5 14.3 19.2 23.2 13.4
19 year olds 2.2 2.7 1.3 1.4 4.0 5.3 2.9 4.2

2004
14–19 year olds 59.0 63.0 54.5 52.2 57.5 61.8 68.0 50.7
14 year olds 97.3 98.8 98.0 98.3 97.7 99.3 108.5 92.0
15 year olds 92.7 94.4 92.1 92.1 95.5 99.1 104.4 86.5
16 year olds 79.8 88.5 83.4 78.0 87.3 89.0 100.2 75.4
17 year olds 68.6 78.8 51.5 41.6 67.8 69.9 89.7 54.8
18 year olds 15.9 21.7 6.3 4.9 14.2 18.8 21.7 16.9
19 year olds 2.2 2.8 1.3 1.3 4.0 4.4 2.5 4.0

2005
14–19 year olds 59.3 63.0 54.4 52.4 58.3 62.7 69.1 50.0
14 year olds 97.4 98.6 97.7 99.1 98.2 98.3 111.2 89.4
15 year olds 93.5 96.0 91.9 92.2 96.3 99.5 107.0 86.6
16 year olds 79.1 88.1 82.4 77.7 87.4 87.2 101.0 73.8
17 year olds 68.5 77.3 50.1 42.5 68.9 67.4 89.4 51.5
18 year olds 15.6 21.6 5.7 4.3 13.5 25.7 24.5 14.2
19 year olds 2.1 2.4 1.1 1.2 3.7 3.8 2.1 4.4

2006
14–19 year olds 59.5 63.6 54.7 52.9 59.2 63.6 69.6 49.9
14 year olds 97.0 98.8 97.1 98.3 98.6 100.5 110.7 90.1
15 year olds 93.6 96.3 92.6 95.6 96.4 98.9 110.2 84.6
16 year olds 80.2 90.2 82.6 80.3 88.5 87.6 102.7 72.8
17 year olds 68.2 78.2 49.3 41.3 69.9 67.7 90.6 51.2
18 year olds 15.8 22.7 5.3 4.0 14.5 28.1 23.8 12.7
19 year olds 1.8 2.2 0.9 0.9 3.6 3.9 2.1 4.3

2007
14–19 year olds   59.3   63.7   54.7   52.1   59.9   63.5   69.4   48.8
14 year olds   97.8   99.4   97.7   98.0   99.2   99.5   112.8   86.0
15 year olds   93.1   96.2   92.8   94.0   97.6   100.9   109.2   83.9
16 year olds   80.2   90.3   83.1   79.7   90.8   86.9   104.4   71.8
17 year olds   68.2   79.6   48.8   40.7   71.0   67.8   91.0   49.0
18 year olds   15.8   22.9   5.1   3.5   14.4   28.0   22.8   13.3
19 year olds   1.6   2.3   0.8   0.8   3.9   3.7   1.6   2.8

School participation rates by age of students, all
students, all schools (per cent) (a), (b), (c)
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Table 4A.122

Table 4A.122

NSW Vic Qld WA  (e) SA Tas ACT (f) NT

School participation rates by age of students, all
students, all schools (per cent) (a), (b), (c)

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

(e)

(f)

Source :

Refer to p4.5 in Report for information on age structures for schooling.

ABS 2008, Schools Australia 2007 , Cat. no. 4221.0; ABS (unpublished) School Australia 2007.

Participation rates in the ACT exceed 100 per cent as a result of NSW residents from surrounding
areas enrolling in ACT schools.

Proportion of the population who were not of compulsory school age in some jurisdictions, but who
were enrolled as full time or part time students in August 2007. 

Data for WA have been affected by changes in scope and coverage over time.  

The estimated resident population (ERP) data from which the rates are derived are primarily based
on population estimates from the five yearly population Censuses. 

Age at 1 July.
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Table 4A.123

Table 4A.123

NSW Vic Qld WA SA (b) Tas  (b) (c) ACT  (c) NT  (b) Aust
All students

Government schools
To year 10 96.3 97.0 100.5 101.9 100.4 98.5 99.1 89.2 98.3
To year 11 78.1 90.0 87.7 92.3 91.7 73.2 116.9 96.5 104.2
To year 12 (total) 64.5 73.9 71.1 63.1 64.0 63.3 96.6 69.4 68.3
To year 12 (male) 59.0 66.3 66.0 57.1 57.8 54.7 93.1 69.6 62.4
To year 12 (female) 70.2 82.1 76.7 69.6 70.7 72.6 100.2 69.2 74.7

All schools
To year 10 97.0 98.7 101.1 102.0 101.2 99.6 97.9 88.0 99.1
To year 11 81.5 93.4 91.9 93.0 96.7 76.3 98.9 84.3 100.0
To year 12 (total) 69.7 80.1 78.5 70.3 72.7 65.4 85.2 61.7 74.3
To year 12 (male) 64.7 73.3 73.9 64.5 66.2 57.4 84.0 62.1 68.8
To year 12 (female) 74.9 87.4 83.3 76.4 79.5 73.9 86.5 61.3 80.1

Indigenous students (c)
Government schools
   To year 10 80.5 82.1 93.9 96.3 87.0 98.4 84.1 82.7 88.4
   To year 11 46.4 69.7 76.3 75.3 68.7 47.2 63.6 83.5 65.3
   To year 12 (total) 30.9 40.9 52.1 25.5 40.9 44.8 64.6 45.1 39.1
   To year 12 (male) 27.1 30.0 47.6 25.0 33.3 36.2 66.7 42.0 35.0
   To year 12 (female) 34.7 51.7 56.9 26.0 48.0 54.8 62.9 48.1 43.4
All schools
   To year 10 84.0 88.3 95.8 96.2 87.6 99.8 102.4 81.8 90.5
   To year 11 50.1 77.2 80.6 79.2 71.3 51.1 67.9 85.2 69.7
   To year 12 (total) 34.0 46.1 56.5 29.5 43.9 45.5 59.8 45.9 42.9
   To year 12 (male) 30.2 37.3 53.0 29.6 35.5 38.1 64.9 44.4 39.4
   To year 12 (female) 37.8 54.8 60.2 29.4 51.5 54.3 55.6 47.1 46.4

(a)

(b)

(c)

Source : ABS 2008, Schools Australia 2007 , Cat. no. 4221.0; ABS (unpublished) Schools Australia 2007.

Apparent retention rates of full time secondary students to years
10–12, 2007 (per cent) (a)

The small number of Indigenous students in some jurisdictions (Tasmania and the ACT) can result in
large fluctuations in the apparent retention rates when disaggregated by sex and school sectors. 

The exclusion of part time students from standard apparent retention rate calculations has particular
implications for the interpretation of results for SA, Tasmania and the NT.

The apparent retention rate is the percentage of full time students who continued to years 10–12 from
respective cohort groups at the commencement of their secondary schooling. 
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Table 4A.124

Table 4A.124

NSW Vic Qld WA SA (c) (d) Tas  (c) (d) ACT NT (c) Aust
Full time secondary students

Government schools   67.8   76.2   72.3   63.7   65.7   63.7   96.6   75.7   70.5
Non-government schools   80.0   90.0   90.1   78.8   86.0   69.0   73.0   44.7   84.1
All schools   72.4   81.8   78.6   69.5   73.3   65.3   85.9   65.5   75.6

Full time Indigenous secondary students
Government schools   39.8   53.0   57.5   28.8   47.4   44.4   64.6   55.5   46.0
Non-government schools   59.9   78.7   77.5   43.5   77.4   42.0   38.9   39.0   60.4
All schools   42.4   56.7   61.5   31.8   50.6   44.1   59.0   50.3   48.5

Full time and part time secondary students (d)
Government schools   70.1   78.9   73.7   65.2   85.0   91.0   96.7   79.8   74.5
Non-government schools   80.4   90.1   90.4   78.9   91.3   69.0   73.6   47.2   84.8
All schools   74.0   83.4   79.5   70.5   87.4   84.4   86.2   69.3   78.4

(a)  

(b)  

(c)  

(d)

Source : ABS 2008, Schools Australia 2007 , Cat. no. 4221.0; ABS (unpublished) Schools Australia 2007.

Apparent retention rates of secondary students from years 10–12,
2007 (per cent) (a), (b)

Inclusion of part-time students in the calculation of apparent retention rates increases the apparent
retention rates in SA and Tasmania due to a significant number of part-time adult learners and other
students recorded as year 12 that were not part of the original year 10 cohort two years prior.

The apparent rate is the percentage of full time students who continued to year 12 from respective
cohort groups in year 10. 

Retention rates are affected by factors that vary across jurisdictions, so variations in apparent retention
rates over time within jurisdictions may be more useful than comparisons across jurisdictions. Retention
rates can exceed 100 per cent for a variety of reasons, including student transfers between government
and non-government schools occurring after the base year. 
The exclusion of part time students from standard apparent retention rate calculations has particular
implications for the interpretation of results for SA, Tasmania and the NT.
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Table 4A.125

Table 4A.125

NSW Vic Qld WA (b) SA  (c) Tas (c) (d) ACT  (c) (d) NT Aust
2003

From year 7or 8 to year 10
All students 96.0 96.2 100.5 98.6 95.8 97.4 100.0 92.5 97.3
Indigenous students 81.0 74.2 91.2 93.2 83.4 105.3 96.1 86.5 87.3

From year 10 to year 12
All students 68.1 77.3 76.4 64.8 61.8 76.4 101.0 78.7 71.9
Indigenous students 36.3 43.8 59.0 25.5 32.9 52.3 88.0 51.7 43.6

2004
From year 7or 8 to year 10

All students 95.4 95.7 99.2 98.7 95.8 98.0 102.1 91.5 96.8
Indigenous students 79.9 78.0 87.2 87.0 79.7 104.1 108.2 85.7 84.8

From year 10 to year 12
All students 68.6 77.2 75.0 66.7 62.9 76.5 100.8 90.8 72.0
Indigenous students 36.6 43.7 57.4 27.8 40.5 56.6 87.3 56.9 43.6

2005
From year 7or 8 to year 10

All students 95.1 96.9 98.4 99.2 97.4 99.4 100.0 91.7 97.0
Indigenous students 77.6 77.2 90.6 88.7 86.2 100.8 100.0 81.3 85.2

From year 10 to year 12
All students 68.5 77.0 72.7 66.3 64.4 67.2 99.5 76.2 71.3
Indigenous students 36.3 51.0 55.0 26.1 37.5 43.7 71.4 54.9 42.3

2006
From year 7or 8 to year 10

All students 95.5 96.8 99.4 100.9 98.0 99.3 99.4 90.6 97.5
Indigenous students 80.0 85.6 95.5 92.4 80.3 99.8 87.9 85.1 88.1

From year 10 to year 12
All students 68.2 75.8 72.2 66.0 64.6 64.4 101.1 79.0 70.8
Indigenous students 35.9 45.0 57.3 32.7 43.1 37.4 66.0 56.1 44.3

2007
From year 7or 8 to year 10

All students 96.3 97.0 100.5 101.9 100.4 98.5 99.1 89.2 98.3
Indigenous students 80.5 82.1 93.9 96.3 87.0 98.4 84.1 82.7 88.4

From year 10 to year 12
All students 67.8 76.2 72.3 63.7 65.7 63.7 96.6 75.7 70.5
Indigenous students 39.8 53.0 57.5 28.8 47.4 44.4 64.6 55.5 46.0

(a)

(b)

Apparent retention rates of full time secondary students,
government schools (per cent) (a)

The apparent retention rate is from year 8 to year 10 for Queensland, WA, SA and the NT and from year
7 to 10 for all other jurisdictions. The apparent retention rate is the percentage of full time students who
continued to years 10–12 from respective cohort groups at the commencement of their secondary
schooling. Calculations are based on full time student numbers.
Data for WA have been affected by changes in scope and coverage over time.  
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Table 4A.125

Table 4A.125

NSW Vic Qld WA (b) SA  (c) Tas (c) (d) ACT  (c) (d) NT Aust

Apparent retention rates of full time secondary students,
government schools (per cent) (a)

(c)

(d)

Source : ABS 2004, Schools Australia 2003 , Cat. no. 4221.0; ABS 2005, Schools Australia 2004 , Cat.
no. 4221.0; ABS 2006, Schools Australia 2005 , Cat. no. 4221.0; ABS 2007, Schools Australia
2006 , Cat. no. 4221.0; ABS 2008, Schools Australia 2007, Cat. no. 4221.0; ABS (unpublished)
Schools Australia (various years).

The exclusion of part time students from standard apparent retention rate calculations has particular
implications for the interpretation of results for SA, Tasmania and the NT.

The small number of Indigenous students in some jurisdictions (Tasmania and the ACT) can result in
large fluctuations in the apparent retention rates when disaggregated by gender and school sectors. 
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Table 4A.126

Table 4A.126

NSW Vic Qld WA (b) SA  (c) Tas (c) (d) ACT  (c) (d) NT Aust
2003

From year 7or 8 to year 10
All students 99.1 100.8 101.4 103.5 102.6 102.4 98.5 72.0 na
Indigenous students 92.7 80.0 113.7 98.7 84.6 109.3 76.5 27.1 na

From year 10 to year 12
All students 81.0 91.8 90.6 81.9 87.9 76.2 76.3 46.5 85.9
Indigenous students 54.7 48.9 67.8 44.4 71.4 60.0 57.9 28.8 55.6

2004
From year 7or 8 to year 10

All students 98.6 99.9 102.4 103.8 102.7 103.3 97.2 75.1 100.4
Indigenous students 94.5 118.4 103.0 107.0 104.0 141.9 70.6 31.8 92.0

From year 10 to year 12
All students 81.3 91.9 91.5 82.4 87.7 76.0 72.6 43.1 86.1
Indigenous students 48.1 51.1 72.5 40.1 81.1 40.0 31.3 32.2 55.5

2005
From year 7or 8 to year 10

All students 98.2 99.5 102.6 104.1 102.3 102.0 98.2 99.9 100.4
Indigenous students 104.6 117.3 97.2 113.4 91.4 125.0 105.9 123.8 106.2

From year 10 to year 12
All students 81.3 90.2 91.2 82.3 86.2 69.2 74.5 54.2 85.4
Indigenous students 51.1 87.5 65.3 54.5 61.4 55.3 46.2 93.2 62.1

2006
From year 7or 8 to year 10

All students 97.8 100.3 102.5 103.8 103.5 101.6 97.9 90.1 100.4
Indigenous students 117.9 140.7 103.3 119.1 96.8 110.2 113.3 104.9 110.8

From year 10 to year 12
All students 80.9 91.5 89.4 80.1 86.6 66.4 74.6 42.4 84.9
Indigenous students 52.9 66.7 70.3 42.6 65.4 36.4 33.3 74.3 59.7

2007
From year 7or 8 to year 10

All students 98.0 101.3 102.1 102.3 102.6 102.3 96.6 85.5 100.4
Indigenous students 114.7 156.3 104.0 95.8 93.0 111.6 163.2 79.6 102.3

From year 10 to year 12
All students 80.0 90.0 90.1 78.8 86.0 69.0 73.0 44.7 84.1
Indigenous students 59.9 78.7 77.5 43.5 77.4 42.0 38.9 39.0 60.4

(a)

(b)

Apparent retention rates of full time secondary students, non-
government schools (per cent) (a)

The apparent retention rate is from year 8 to year 10 for Queensland, WA, SA and the NT and from year
7 to 10 for all other jurisdictions. The apparent retention rate is the percentage of full time students who
continued to years 10–12 from respective cohort groups at the commencement of their secondary
schooling. Calculations are based on full time student numbers.
Data for WA have been affected by changes in scope and coverage over time.  
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Table 4A.126

Table 4A.126

NSW Vic Qld WA (b) SA  (c) Tas (c) (d) ACT  (c) (d) NT Aust

Apparent retention rates of full time secondary students, non-
government schools (per cent) (a)

(c)

(d)

Source : ABS 2004, Schools Australia 2003, Cat. no. 4221.0; ABS 2005, Schools Australia 2004, Cat. no.
4221.0; ABS 2006, Schools Australia 2005, Cat. no. 4221.0; ABS 2007, Schools Australia 2006 ,
Cat. no. 4221.0; ABS 2008, Schools Australia 2007, Cat. no. 4221.0; ABS (unpublished) Schools
Australia (various years).

na Not available.

The exclusion of part time students from standard apparent retention rate calculations has particular
implications for the interpretation of results for SA, Tasmania and the NT.

The small number of Indigenous students in some jurisdictions (the ACT and Tasmania) can result in
large fluctuations in the apparent retention rates when disaggregated by gender and school sectors. 
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Table 4A.127

Table 4A.127

NSW Vic Qld WA (b) SA (c) Tas (c) (d) ACT (d) NT  (c) Aust
2003

From year 7or 8 to year 10
All students 97.1 98.0 100.8 100.4 98.1 98.9 99.3 85.0 98.5
Indigenous students 82.1 74.8 94.9 94.0 83.5 105.8 91.2 61.0 87.2

From year 10 to year 12
All students 72.7 82.9 81.5 70.6 70.8 76.2 90.3 68.7 76.9
Indigenous students 38.4 44.4 60.8 29.3 36.6 53.1 79.7 44.3 45.7

2004
From year 7or 8 to year 10

All students 96.6 97.3 100.3 100.5 98.2 99.6 99.8 85.9 98.1
Indigenous students 81.2 81.1 90.2 90.2 81.9 107.0 98.5 68.9 85.8

From year 10 to year 12
All students 73.2 83.0 80.8 72.4 71.6 76.3 88.4 75.2 77.1
Indigenous students 37.8 44.7 60.8 30.1 44.2 54.5 74.6 49.2 45.7

2005
From year 7or 8 to year 10

All students 96.3 98.0 99.9 101.0 99.1 100.2 99.2 94.2 98.3
Indigenous students 80.2 81.2 91.8 92.8 86.7 103.2 101.2 91.2 88.3

From year 10 to year 12
All students 73.2 82.2 79.3 72.2 72.1 67.8 88.1 69.5 76.5
Indigenous students 37.9 55.4 57.0 30.7 39.9 45.2 66.1 62.2 45.3

2006
From year 7or 8 to year 10

All students 96.4 98.2 100.5 102.0 100.1 99.9 98.7 90.4 98.6
Indigenous students 83.7 91.1 96.9 96.6 82.0 100.9 92.6 89.4 91.4

From year 10 to year 12
All students 73.0 82.1 78.3 71.4 72.7 65.0 88.9 68.0 76.1
Indigenous students 37.7 47.4 60.1 34.6 45.7 37.3 60.0 58.8 46.7

2007
From year 7or 8 to year 10

All students 97.0 98.7 101.1 102.0 101.2 99.6 97.9 88.0 99.1
Indigenous students 84.0 88.3 95.8 96.2 87.6 99.8 102.4 81.8 90.5

From year 10 to year 12
All students 72.4 81.8 78.6 69.5 73.3 65.3 85.9 65.5 75.6
Indigenous students 42.4 56.7 61.5 31.8 50.6 44.1 59.0 50.3 48.5

(a)

(b)

Apparent retention rates of full time secondary students, all
schools (per cent) (a)

The apparent retention rate is from year 8 to year 10 for Queensland, WA, SA and the NT and from year
7 to 10 for all other jurisdictions. The apparent retention rate is the percentage of full time students who
continued to years 10–12 from respective cohort groups at the commencement of their secondary
schooling. Calculations are based on full time student numbers.
Data for WA have been affected by changes in scope and coverage over time.  
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Table 4A.127

Table 4A.127

NSW Vic Qld WA (b) SA (c) Tas (c) (d) ACT (d) NT  (c) Aust

Apparent retention rates of full time secondary students, all
schools (per cent) (a)

(c)

(d)

Source : ABS 2004, Schools Australia 2003, Cat. no. 4221.0; ABS 2005, Schools Australia 2004, Cat. no.
4221.0; ABS 2006, Schools Australia 2005, Cat. no. 4221.0; ABS 2007, Schools Australia 2006,
Cat. no. 4221.0; ABS 2008, Schools Australia 2007, Cat. no. 4221.0; ABS (unpublished) Schools
Australia (various years).

The exclusion of part time students from standard apparent retention rate calculations has particular
implications for the interpretation of results for SA, Tasmania and the NT.

The small number of Indigenous students in some jurisdictions (Tasmania and the ACT) can result in
large fluctuations in the apparent retention rates when disaggregated by gender and school sectors. 
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Table 4A.128

Table 4A.128

NSW Vic Qld WA SA Tas ACT NT Aust
2003

Low socioeconomic status deciles
Male students 58 61 64 51 48 54 np 12 57
Female students 71 74 75 63 71 66 np 14 71
All students 65 67 69 57 59 60 np 13 64

Medium socioeconomic status deciles
Male students 59 59 71 60 60 69 np 42 62
Female students 68 74 76 66 82 79 np 50 72
All students 64 66 73 63 71 74 np 46 67

High socioeconomic status deciles
Male students 74 77 73 68 79 79 77 np 74
Female students 78 87 76 77 92 90 81 np 81
All students 76 82 75 73 86 84 79 np 78

Total
Male students 63 65 69 62 59 62 76 26 64
Female students 72 78 76 70 79 73 81 32 74
All students 67 72 72 66 69 67 79 29 69

2004
Low socioeconomic status deciles

Male students 58 57 57 48 49 41 np 13 55
Female students 70 68 70 61 70 52 np 20 67
All students 64 62 64 55 59 46 np 16 61

Medium socioeconomic status deciles
Male students 60 59 65 59 59 57 np 39 60
Female students 70 73 73 69 83 65 np 51 72
All students 65 66 69 64 70 61 np 45 66

High socioeconomic status deciles
Male students 75 76 67 69 75 65 76 np 73
Female students 81 88 73 77 93 69 74 np 81
All students 78 82 70 73 84 67 75 np 77

Total
Male students 63 64 63 61 58 49 76 25 62
Female students 73 77 72 71 79 58 74 35 73
All students 68 70 68 66 68 53 75 30 68

2005
Low socioeconomic status deciles

Male students 56 53 55 51 50 37 np 15 53
Female students 70 68 69 62 68 50 np 19 67
All students 63 60 62 56 59 43 np 17 60

Completion rates, year 12, by socioeconomic status and sex, all
schools (per cent) (a), (b), (c), (d), (e)
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Table 4A.128

Table 4A.128

NSW Vic Qld WA SA Tas ACT NT Aust

Completion rates, year 12, by socioeconomic status and sex, all
schools (per cent) (a), (b), (c), (d), (e)

Medium socioeconomic status deciles
Male students 58 56 61 56 59 59 np 43 58
Female students 70 71 74 70 75 68 np 54 71
All students 64 63 67 62 67 63 np 49 64

High socioeconomic status deciles
Male students 75 76 71 69 76 71 73 np 74
Female students 80 86 75 78 91 71 80 np 81
All students 78 81 73 73 84 71 76 np 77

Total
Male students 62 62 62 60 59 48 72 29 61
Female students 73 75 73 72 75 58 80 36 73
All students 67 68 67 66 67 53 76 32 67

2006
Low socioeconomic status deciles

Male students 57 51 54 46 49 40 np 11 52
Female students 70 67 69 58 70 57 np 20 67
All students 63 59 61 52 59 48 np 16 59

Medium socioeconomic status deciles
Male students 57 55 60 54 59 58 np 44 57
Female students 68 73 73 67 79 69 np 51 71
All students 63 64 66 61 69 63 np 47 64

High socioeconomic status deciles
Male students 76 77 69 66 80 66 73 np 74
Female students 81 86 75 79 90 86 79 np 82
All students 79 82 72 72 85 76 76 np 77

Total
Male students 62 61 60 58 59 49 73 27 60
Female students 72 76 73 70 77 64 79 35 73
All students 67 68 66 64 68 56 76 31 67

2007
Low socioeconomic status deciles

Male students 57 50 55 52 46 41 np 13 52
Female students 69 65 68 68 68 53 np 18 66
All students 63 57 61 60 57 47 np 15 59

Medium socioeconomic status deciles
Male students 58 54 60 56 59 56 np 45 57
Female students 69 70 71 74 78 67 np 50 71
All students 63 61 66 65 68 61 np 47 64

REPORT ON
GOVERNMENT
SERVICES 2009

SCHOOL 
EDUCATION



Table 4A.128

Table 4A.128

NSW Vic Qld WA SA Tas ACT NT Aust

Completion rates, year 12, by socioeconomic status and sex, all
schools (per cent) (a), (b), (c), (d), (e)

High socioeconomic status deciles
Male students 74 73 69 71 76 68 73 np 72
Female students 82 83 76 85 87 74 78 np 82
All students 78 78 73 78 81 71 76 np 77

Total
Male students 62 59 61 62 57 49 73 28 60
Female students 73 73 72 77 76 60 78 35 73
All students 67 66 66 69 66 54 76 31 66

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

(e)

Source : DEEWR (unpublished).

Completion rates are estimated by calculating the number of students who meet the requirements of a
year 12 certificate or equivalent expressed as a percentage of the potential year 12 population. The
potential year 12 population is an estimate of a single year age group which could have attended year
12 that year, calculated as the estimated resident population aged 15–19 divided by five.

The ABS Index of Disadvantage has been used to calculate socioeconomic status on the basis of
postcode of students’ home addresses. 

Low socioeconomic status is the average of the three lowest deciles, medium socioeconomic status is
the average of the four middle deciles and high socioeconomic status is the average of the three highest
deciles.

np Not published.

A common total for socio-economic status and geolocation is selected for reporting all students' rates
and this may mean totals for socioeconomic status differ slightly to those in other publications. 

Data for 2006 and earlier years has been revised based on finalised ERP rebased following the 2006
Census of Population and Housing.
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Table 4A.129

Table 4A.129

NSW Vic (d) Qld WA SA Tas  (d) ACT (d) (e) NT  (e) Aust
2003

Metropolitan zone
Male students 65 68 71 63 62 75 76 .. 67
Female students 72 79 75 70 79 82 81 .. 75
All students 69 73 73 67 70 78 79 .. 71

Provincial zone
Male students 57 58 67 62 51 51 .. 36 58
Female students 71 77 77 73 81 66 .. 44 74
All students 63 67 72 67 65 58 .. 40 66

Remote
Male students 57 53 66 58 53 37 .. 29 54
Female students 73 87 83 70 92 56 .. 37 71
All students 64 70 74 64 71 46 .. 33 62

Very remote
Male students 50 .. 55 30 29 83 .. 5 30
Female students 66 .. 71 34 46 .. .. 5 36
All students 57 .. 62 32 36 .. .. 5 33

Total
Male students 63 65 69 62 59 62 76 26 64
Female students 72 78 76 70 79 73 81 32 74
All students 67 72 72 66 69 67 79 29 69

2004
Metropolitan zone

Male students 66 67 64 63 61 57 76 .. 65
Female students 74 78 71 72 78 62 74 .. 74
All students 70 72 68 67 70 60 75 .. 70

Provincial zone
Male students 56 57 61 56 48 43 .. 33 55
Female students 69 73 75 70 81 55 .. 51 71
All students 62 65 68 63 64 49 .. 42 63

Remote
Male students 53 64 58 60 60 24 .. 31 54
Female students 81 78 70 73 87 54 .. 34 70
All students 66 71 64 66 80 39 .. 32 61

Very remote
Male students 43 .. 60 30 33 24 .. 6 31
Female students 59 .. 70 40 60 60 .. 9 39
All students 51 .. 65 35 45 37 .. 7 35

Completion rates, year 12, by locality and sex, all schools (per
cent) (a), (b), (c)
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Table 4A.129

Table 4A.129

NSW Vic (d) Qld WA SA Tas  (d) ACT (d) (e) NT  (e) Aust

Completion rates, year 12, by locality and sex, all schools (per
cent) (a), (b), (c)

Total
Male students 63 64 63 61 58 49 76 25 62
Female students 73 77 72 71 79 58 74 35 73
All students 68 70 68 66 68 53 75 30 68

2005
Metropolitan zone

Male students 65 65 63 62 62 58 72 .. 64
Female students 74 76 72 72 74 64 80 .. 74
All students 69 70 67 67 68 61 76 .. 69

Provincial zone
Male students 54 52 59 55 50 40 .. 40 53
Female students 70 74 75 73 78 54 .. 49 71
All students 61 63 67 63 63 47 .. 44 62

Remote
Male students 53 61 52 61 52 27 .. 28 50
Female students 81 87 78 73 93 40 .. 39 71
All students 66 73 64 66 70 33 .. 33 60

Very remote
Male students 56 .. 49 34 40 79 .. 9 31
Female students 64 .. 63 41 53 66 .. 12 38
All students 60 .. 56 37 45 74 .. 11 34

Total
Male students 62 62 62 60 59 48 72 29 61
Female students 73 75 73 72 75 58 80 36 73
All students 67 68 67 66 67 53 76 32 67

2006
Metropolitan zone

Male students 65 64 62 59 62 55 73 .. 64
Female students 73 77 72 71 77 71 79 .. 74
All students 69 70 67 65 69 63 76 .. 69

Provincial zone
Male students 53 52 56 55 52 44 .. 35 53
Female students 69 74 74 71 78 59 .. 47 71
All students 60 63 65 62 64 51 .. 40 61

Remote
Male students 50 61 51 59 60 29 .. 33 51
Female students 83 82 75 76 92 46 .. 40 71
All students 66 71 62 67 75 37 .. 36 61
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Table 4A.129

Table 4A.129

NSW Vic (d) Qld WA SA Tas  (d) ACT (d) (e) NT  (e) Aust

Completion rates, year 12, by locality and sex, all schools (per
cent) (a), (b), (c)

Very remote
Male students 63 .. 52 29 33 89 .. 8 30
Female students 86 .. 77 38 56 np .. 11 41
All students 74 .. 64 33 43 95 .. 9 35

Total
Male students 62 61 60 58 59 49 73 27 60
Female students 72 76 73 70 77 64 79 35 73
All students 67 68 66 64 68 56 76 31 67

2007
Metropolitan zone

Male students 65 61 63 63 61 56 73 .. 63
Female students 74 74 71 77 76 64 78 .. 74
All students 69 67 67 70 68 60 76 .. 68

Provincial zone
Male students 54 52 57 58 47 44 .. 39 53
Female students 69 70 72 79 74 56 .. 48 70
All students 61 61 64 68 59 50 .. 43 61

Remote
Male students 58 61 55 60 47 39 .. 30 51
Female students 78 94 74 96 89 54 .. 35 75
All students 68 77 64 76 66 46 .. 32 62

Very remote
Male students 43 .. 53 34 24 15 .. 7 29
Female students 79 .. 66 53 61 82 .. 11 42
All students 61 .. 59 43 41 44 .. 9 35

Total
Male students 62 59 61 62 57 49 73 28 60
Female students 73 73 72 77 76 60 78 35 73
All students 67 66 66 69 66 54 76 31 66

(a)

(b)
(c)

(d)

(e)

Source : DEEWR (unpublished).

Completion rates are estimated by calculating the number of students who meet the requirements of a
year 12 certificate or equivalent expressed as a percentage of the potential year 12 population. The
potential year 12 population is an estimate of a single year age group which could have attended year
12 that year, calculated as the estimated resident population aged 15–19 divided by five. 
Definitions are based on the agreed MCEETYA Geographic Location Classification. 

The ACT is included in the metropolitan zone. Darwin is included in the provincial zone.
.. Not applicable. np Not published.

There are no very remote areas in Victoria and the ACT. The very remote population in Tasmania is too
small to give meaningful results and has been combined with the remote prior to 2007.

Data for 2006 and earlier years has been revised based on finalised ERP rebased following the 2006
Census of Population and Housing.
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Table 4A.131

Table 4A.131

Unit NSW Vic Qld WA SA Tas ACT NT Aust

VET in Schools students

no. ('000) 1.2 4.2 5.9 0.9 0.5 0.1 0.1 0.1 13.0

no. ('000) 59.6 31.8 40.6 16.4 12.8 2.6 4.4 1.8 170.0

no. ('000) 60.8 36.0 46.4 17.4 13.3 2.7 4.4 1.9 182.9

no. ('000) 139.6 140.5 86.0 46.7 51.4 11.0 9.0 5.0 489.2

% 0.9 3.0 6.8 2.0 1.0 0.8 0.7 1.0 2.6

% 42.7 22.6 47.2 35.2 24.9 23.9 48.5 36.7 34.7

% 43.6 25.6 53.9 37.3 25.9 24.5 48.7 38.2 37.4

(a)

(b)

Source :

As a result of collecting AVETMISS compliant data for the first time, the 2005 MCEETYA VET in
Schools statistics are subject to some data quality problems. These fall into one of four kinds: the
number of student records provided to NCVER may be incomplete; there may be some fields that are
intended to be used in producing the tables where no data is reported because, for example, it is not
captured in school enrolment processes; the use of secondary data sources to determine some
measures — for example, data to be obtained on the number of school students undertaking a senior
secondary certificate — may not be sufficiently reliable or comparable to the AVETMISS compliant
data; and, differences in definitional and compilation practices used by states and territories to
populate some fields, for example the nominal hours field, resulting in anomalies between states and
territories.
Students who undertook at least one unit of competency/module in a school-based apprenticeship or 
traineeship during 2005.

National Centre for Vocational and Education Research (NCVER) (2007) 2005 VET in Schools .

Total

School students undertaking a senior secondary school 
certificate

Total

School-based 
apprentices and 
trainees

Other VET in 
schools students

Proportion of school students undertaking a senior secondary school 
certificate who undertook VET in schools

Participation in VET in Schools, with apprenticeships and 
traineeships disaggregated, 2005 (a)

School-based 
apprentices and 
trainees (b)

Other VET in 
schools students

Total

REPORT ON
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Table 4A.132

Table 4A.132
Unit NSW Vic Qld WA SA Tas ACT NT Aust

VET in Schools students (b)

no. ('000) 44.5 23.6 31.8 13.3 9.2 2.3 3.4 1.5 129.6

no. ('000) 16.2 10.8 14.3 4.0 4.2 0.4 1.1 0.4 51.3

no. ('000) 60.8 36.0 46.4 17.4 13.3 2.7 4.4 1.9 182.9

no. ('000) 81.9 76.7 51.7 27.8 32.4 8.0 5.8 4.1 288.5

no. ('000) 54.7 60.6 34.2 18.2 19.0 3.0 3.2 0.8 193.6

no. ('000) 139.6 140.5 86.0 46.7 51.4 11.0 9.0 5.0 489.2

% 54.4 30.8 61.5 47.9 28.2 29.0 57.8 35.8 44.9

% 29.6 17.8 41.9 22.1 22.0 13.0 33.2 47.4 26.5

% 43.6 25.6 54.0 37.2 25.9 24.7 49.2 37.7 37.4
(a)

(b)
(c)

Source :

School students undertaking a senior secondary school 
certificate

Proportion of school students undertaking a senior secondary 
school certificate who undertook VET in schools

Participation in VET in Schools, by school sector, 2005 (a)

Government 
schools

Non-government 
schools

Total (c)

NCVER (2007) 2005 VET in Schools .

Total (c)

Government 
schools

Non-government 
schools

Total includes other providers such as TAFE, community education and private providers, however due 
to small numbers these are not presented separately.

As a result of collecting AVETMISS compliant data for the first time, the 2005 MCEETYA VET in
Schools statistics are subject to some data quality problems. These fall into one of four kinds: the
number of student records provided to NCVER may be incomplete; there may be some fields that are
intended to be used in producing the tables where no data is reported because, for example, it is not
captured in school enrolment processes; the use of secondary data sources to determine some
measures — for example, data to be obtained on the number of school students undertaking a senior
secondary certificate — may not be sufficiently reliable or comparable to the AVETMISS compliant data;
and, differences in definitional and compilation practices used by states and territories to populate some
fields, for example the nominal hours field, resulting in anomalies between states and territories.
Students who undertook at least one unit of competency/module in VET in schools during 2005.

Total (c)

Government 
schools

Non-government 
schools
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Table 4A.133

Table 4A.133
Unit NSW Vic Qld WA SA Tas ACT NT Aust

VET in Schools students (b)

no. ('000) 33.0 21.5 17.0 10.4 8.6 2.0 2.6 1.3 96.3

no. ('000) 12.9 10.3 8.1 3.8 4.1 0.4 1.0 0.4 41.0

no. ('000) 46.0 33.1 25.3 14.2 12.7 2.4 3.5 1.7 139.0

no. ('000) 81.9 76.7 51.7 27.8 32.4 8.0 5.8 4.1 288.5

no. ('000) 54.7 60.6 34.2 18.2 19.0 3.0 3.2 0.8 193.6

no. ('000) 139.6 140.5 86.0 46.7 51.4 11.0 9.0 5.0 489.2

% 40.3 28.0 32.9 37.4 26.4 25.4 43.9 32.1 33.4

% 23.6 17.0 23.7 20.8 21.8 12.3 30.3 47.1 21.2

% 33.0 23.6 29.5 30.4 24.7 21.9 39.2 34.6 28.4
(a)

(b)

(c)

Source: NCVER (2007) 2005 VET in Schools .

Total (c)

Attainment in VET in Schools, by school sector, 2005 (a)

Government 
schools

Non-government 
schools

Total (c)

Government 
schools

Non-government 
schools

Total includes other providers such as TAFE, community education and private providers, however due 
to small numbers these are not presented separately.

School students undertaking a senior secondary school 
certificate

Proportion of school students undertaking a senior secondary 
school certificate who successfully completed VET in schools

As a result of collecting AVETMISS compliant data for the first time, the 2005 MCEETYA VET in
Schools statistics are subject to some data quality problems. These fall into one of four kinds: the
number of student records provided to NCVER may be incomplete; there may be some fields that are
intended to be used in producing the tables where no data is reported because, for example, it is not
captured in school enrolment processes; the use of secondary data sources to determine some
measures — for example, data to be obtained on the number of school students undertaking a senior
secondary certificate — may not be sufficiently reliable or comparable to the AVETMISS compliant data;
and, differences in definitional and compilation practices used by states and territories to populate some
fields, for example the nominal hours field, resulting in anomalies between states and territories.
Students who successfully completed at least one unit of competency/module in VET in schools during 
2005.

Total (c)

Government 
schools

Non-government 
schools

REPORT ON
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