Preamble

4A School education — attachment

Definitions for the indicators and descriptors in this attachment are in section 4.6 of the chapter.
Data in this Report are examined by the School Education Working Group, but have not been
formally audited by the Secretariat. Unsourced information was obtained from the Australian,
State and Territory governments.

This file is available in Adobe PDF format on the Review web page (www.pc.gov.au/gsp).
Users without Internet access can contact the Secretariat to obtain these tables (details on the
inside front cover of the Report).
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Table 4A.5

Table 4A.5 Students as a proportion of the population, 2007 (per cent) (a)
NSW Vic Qld WA SA Tas ACT NT Aust
All students as a proportion of the population

Government schools 10.7 10.3 11.5 10.9 10.3 11.9 10.2 13.5 10.8

Non-government schools 5.4 5.7 5.2 55 5.5 4.6 7.3 4.4 5.5

All schools 16.1 16.0 16.7 16.4 15.9 16.6 175 17.8 16.3
Primary students as a proportion of the population

Government schools 6.3 6.0 7.4 7.1 6.7 6.9 55 9.5 6.6

Non-government schools 2.7 2.7 2.9 2.9 3.2 2.3 3.5 2.5 2.8

All schools 9.0 8.7 10.2 10.0 9.9 9.1 9.1 12.0 9.4
Secondary students as a proportion of the population

Government schools 4.4 4.3 4.1 3.8 3.6 5.1 4.6 4.0 4.2

Non-government schools 2.7 3.0 2.4 2.6 2.3 2.4 3.8 1.8 2.7

All schools 7.1 7.3 6.5 6.4 6.0 7.5 8.4 5.8 6.9

(a) Full time students as a proportion of the total population. Population is as at 30 June 2007, using
preliminary ERP.

Source: ABS 2008, Schools Australia 2007, Cat. no. 4221.0; ABS (unpublished) Australian Demographic
Statistics December quarter 2007.
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Table 4A.6

Table 4A.6  Average FTE student population, by school sector

NSW Vic Qld WA SA Tas ACT NT Aust
Average FTE student population in government schools (no.)
2002-03 752993 536176 444287 232752 172176 62757 36975 28754 2266 868
2003-04 748 346 537559 448560 230630 170043 62387 36266 28816 2262607
2004-05 743543 538116 451565 229891 168364 61911 35649 28895 2257933
2005-06 740997 537953 454697 230142 167235 61297 35262 28991 2256573
2006-07 739525 537394 468784 230524 166859 60421 34874 29100 2267482
Average FTE student population in non-government schools (no.)
2002-03 354586 282721 182238 102945 80138 21092 23513 8518 1055750
2003-04 360403 285162 187565 105381 82106 21415 23842 8636 1074511
2004-05 365283 287947 193328 108223 83985 21753 24206 8773 1093497
2005-06 368689 291782 199266 111193 85699 22187 24459 8964 1112237
2006-07 370862 296 119 210668 113928 87147 22703 24694 9234 1135354
Average FTE student population in all schools (no.)
2002-03 1107579 818896 626525 335697 252314 83849 60489 37272 3322619
2003-04 1108 750 822721 636125 336011 252150 83802 60108 37452 3337118
2004-05 1108 826 826 063 644893 338113 252349 83663 59854 37668 3351428
2005-06 1109686 829736 653962 341334 252935 83484 59720 37954 3368809
2006-07 1110387 833513 679452 344452 254006 83124 59568 38334 3402835

(a) FTE students by financial year are derived by averaging the FTE students numbers for the two

associated calendar years.

Source: Tables 4A.1-3; ABS 2003, Schools Australia 2002, Cat. no. 4221.0; ABS 2004, Schools
Australia 2003, Cat. no. 4221.0; ABS 2005, Schools Australia 2004, Cat. no. 4221.0; ABS 2006,
Schools Australia 2005, Cat. no. 4221.0; ABS 2007, Schools Australia 2006, Cat. no. 4221.0.
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Table 4A.16

Table 4A.16 Students-to-staff ratios, 2007 (a)
NSW Vic Qld WA SA  Tas ACT NT  Aust

Government schools
Teaching staff (b)

Primary schools 16.2 15.7 155 15.3 15.6 15.6 13.6 13.7 15.7

Secondary schools 125 11.8 12.9 11.7 12.7 13.1 12.2 10.9 12.3

All schools 144 1338 14.5 13.8 144 144 130 12.7 14.2
Non-teaching school staff (c), (d)

Primary schools 48.4 51.1 38.8 29.3 37.0 34.1 45.8 27.5 41.7

Secondary schools 451 42.9 37.6 28.4 33.4 32.0 451 27.2 39.3

All schools 469 473 384 290 356 332 455 274 407
All school staff (e)

Primary schools 12.1 12.0 111 10.1 11.0 10.7 10.5 9.2 11.4

Secondary schools 9.8 9.2 9.6 8.3 9.2 9.3 9.6 7.8 9.4

All schools 11.0 10.7 10.5 9.4 10.2 10.1 10.1 8.7 10.5

Non-government schools
Teaching staff (b)

Primary schools 16.8 15.2 174 17.1 16.5 16.6 17.3 170 165
Secondary schools 11.7 11.3 12.2 12.0 11.7 12.1 12.8 10.6 11.7
All schools 13.8 12.9 14.6 14.2 14.1 139 147 136 138
Non-teaching school staff (c), (d)
Primary schools 549 499 358 300 446 384 71.0 244 438
Secondary schools 35.6 28.4 25.5 28.3 28.5 27.8 33.0 16.8 29.7
All schools 433 358 302 291 36.0 321 446 205 356
All school staff (e)
Primary schools 12.9 11.7 11.7 10.9 12.0 11.6 13.9 10.0 12.0
Secondary schools 8.8 8.1 8.3 8.4 8.3 8.4 9.2 6.5 8.4
All schools 10.5 9.5 9.8 9.5 10.1 9.7 11.0 8.2 9.9
All schools
Teaching staff (b)
Primary schools 16.4 15.6 16.0 15.8 15.9 15.8 14.8 14.3 15.9
Secondary schools 12.2 11.6 12.7 11.8 12.3 12.8 125 10.8 12.1
All schools 14.2 134 14.5 14.0 14.3 143 13.6 12.9 14.0
Non-teaching school staff (c), (d)
Primary schools 50.2 50.7 37.9 29.5 39.1 35.1 53.2 26.8 42.3
Secondary schools 41.0 35.5 32.0 28.3 31.4 30.5 38.8 22.8 35.0
All schools 456 424 354 290 357 329 451 253 389
All school staff (e)
Primary schools 12.3 11.9 11.3 10.3 11.3 10.9 11.6 9.3 11.6
Secondary schools 9.4 8.7 9.1 8.3 8.8 9.0 9.5 7.3 9.0
All schools 10.8 10.2 10.3 9.4 10.2 100 105 8.6 103

(a) FTE students and FTE staff.
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Table 4A.16

Table 4A.16 Students-to-staff ratios, 2007 (a)

NSW Vic Qld WA SA Tas ACT NT  Aust

(b) Teaching staff have teaching duties (that is, they are engaged to impart the school curriculum) and
spend the majority of their time in contact with students, and support students, either by direct class
contact or on an individual basis. Teaching staff include principals, deputy principals and senior
teachers mainly involved in administrative duties, but not specialist support staff (who, although they
may spend the majority of their time in contact with students, are not engaged directly to impart the
school curriculum).

(c) Non-teaching staff generally perform their duties in one or more schools/Australian educational
establishments as specialist support staff; administrative and clerical staff (including teacher aides and
assistants) mainly perfoming general administrative and clerical duties; and building operations, general
maintenance and other staff (including staff providing associated technical services and janitorial staff).

(d) The ratio of ‘FTE students to FTE non-teaching in school staff’ needs to be interpreted with care
because it can be affected by:
« the amount of administrative work undertaken by staff nominally classified as teachers (such as
principals, assistant principals and senior teachers)
« the proportion of administrative work undertaken outside the school (because administrative tasks
such as personnel management are centralised in some jurisdictions but undertaken at the school level
in others)
« the extent to which technology is applied to teaching, learning and school administration
 the extent to which there are support staff in the classroom setting and whether these staff are
classified as teaching or non-teaching
« the degree to which schools contract out services.

(e) School staff include all teaching staff and those non-teaching staff who spend more than half their time
actively engaged in one or more schools (excluding cleaners and emergency and casual relief staff).

Source: ABS 2008, Schools Australia 2007, Cat. no. 4221.0, Canberra.
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Table 4A.17

Table 4A.17 Distribution of school sizes — government schools, 2007 (per
cent) (a), (b)
NSW Vic Qld WA SA  Tas ACT NT  Aust

Primary schools, by size

1-20 8.9 5.2 12.5 3.9 2.1 14 - 17.9 7.4
21-35 7.6 6.2 9.2 4.1 5.8 2.9 - 13.1 6.9
36-100 15.2 15.9 17.5 12.0 18.7 20.7 8.5 20.2 15.9
101-200 13.9 21.1 11.1 17.1 22.2 25.7 23.7 4.8 16.5
201-300 16.6 18.4 9.8 21.8 26.1 26.4 18.6 19.0 17.4
301-600 30.4 27.6 25.4 36.7 24.0 22.1 49.2 23.8 28.7
601-1000 7.3 5.5 13.4 4.5 1.2 0.7 - 1.2 6.8
1001+ 0.1 0.2 1.1 - - - - - 0.3
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Secondary schools, by size
1-20 - - - - - - - - -
21-35 - - - - - - - - -
36-100 - 2.7 1.7 2.0 - - - - 1.2
101-200 2.2 6.2 5.7 5.1 4.2 2.6 5.0 9.1 4.3
201-300 5.4 5.0 5.1 8.2 8.3 10.3 5.0 9.1 5.9
301-600 19.5 24.0 18.8 22.4 33.3 41.0 20.0 36.4 22.7
601-1000 49.3 31.8 324 41.8 38.9 35.9 70.0 27.3 40.4
1001+ 23.6 30.2 36.4 20.4 15.3 10.3 - 18.2 25.5
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Combined primary/secondary schools, by size (c)
1-20 - 1.8 - 7.6 5.2 3.8 - 2.0 3.0
21-35 - - - - - - - - -
36-100 18.2 7.3 20.9 28.3 27.3 11.5 - 46.9 23.4
101-200 25.8 14.5 16.5 25.0 10.4 23.1 - 20.4 18.9
201-300 36.4 30.9 24.2 16.3 28.6 34.6 - 20.4 25.8
301-600 13.6 23.6 16.5 18.5 15.6 26.9 20.0 10.2 17.1
601-1000 15 7.3 5.5 3.3 7.8 - 60.0 - 4.8
1001+ 4.5 14.5 16.5 1.1 5.2 - 20.0 - 6.9
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

(a) Data are based on full time equivalent students.
(b) Special schools are excluded from the calculations.

(c) Combined schools comprise both primary and secondary students. The student numbers for
combined schools are estimated as the sums of the midpoints of their respective primary and
secondary categories in the cross tabulated classification of the NSSC.

— Nil or rounded to zero.
Source:  ABS (unpublished) Schools Australia 2007.
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Table 4A.18

Table 4A.18 Distribution of school sizes — non-government schools, 2007
(per cent) (a), (b)
NSW Vic Qld WA SA Tas ACT NT Aust
Primary schools, by size
1-20 34 2.5 2.5 2.0 - - - 7.1 2.5
21-35 3.7 3.7 3.4 4.6 - 3.4 - - 3.4
36-100 15.8 14.1 14.3 21.6 16.5 13.8 7.7 28.6 15.6
101-200 26.4 29.8 21.5 19.6 24.8 44.8 26.9 14.3 26.1
201-300 14.0 22.6 12.2 24.8 28.4 17.2 154 35.7 18.6
301-600 32.7 24.2 38.4 235 24.8 20.7 46.2 14.3 29.5
601-1000 3.9 3.0 7.2 3.9 55 - 3.8 - 4.2
1001+ - - 0.4 - - - - - 0.1
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Secondary schools, by size
1-20 3.1 1.8 - 2.4 4.3 - 16.7 14.3 2.5
21-35 3.1 1.8 3.6 2.4 4.3 - - - 2.7
36-100 6.8 8.9 10.7 16.7 17.4 28.6 - 42.9 104
101-200 2.5 2.7 9.5 7.1 4.3 - - 14.3 4.5
201-300 3.1 54 8.3 2.4 4.3 - - 14.3 4.7
301-600 21.0 16.1 31.0 11.9 26.1 14.3 - 14.3 20.5
601-1000 45.1 36.6 29.8 50.0 39.1 42.9 16.7 — 39.1
1001+ 154 26.8 7.1 7.1 - 14.3 66.7 - 15.6
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Combined primary/secondary schools, by size (c)
1-20 1.8 34 2.1 4.9 - 3.3 - - 2.4
21-35 1.8 - - - - - - - 0.5
36-100 5.0 54 4.2 194 3.0 26.7 8.3 13.3 7.9
101-200 7.7 6.7 8.5 8.7 15 6.7 8.3 20.0 7.5
201-300 15.8 114 9.9 13.6 9.1 16.7 16.7 26.7 13.1
301-600 25.8 24.8 19.7 165 303 16.7 8.3 20.0 22.8
601-1000 24.9 24.2 24.6 13.6 34.8 26.7 8.3 13.3 23.6
1001+ 17.2 24.2 31.0 23.3 21.2 3.3 50.0 6.7 22.2
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

(a) Data are based on full time equivalent students.

(b) Special schools are excluded from the calculations.

(c) Combined schools comprise both primary and secondary students. The student numbers for
combined schools are estimated as the sums of the midpoints of their respective primary and
secondary categories in the cross tabulated classification of the NSSC.

— Nil or rounded to zero.
Source:
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Table 4A.19

Table 4A.19 Distribution of school sizes — all schools, 2007 (per cent) (a), (b)
NSW Vic Qld WA SA Tas ACT NT  Aust
Primary schools, by size
1-20 7.6 4.5 10.5 35 1.7 1.2 - 16.3 6.3
21-35 6.7 5.6 8.0 4.2 4.6 3.0 - 11.2 6.1
36-100 15.3 15.4 16.9 14.2 18.3 19.5 8.2 21.4 15.9
101-200 16.9 23.4 13.2 17.6 22.7 29.0 24.7 6.1 18.7
201-300 16.0 19.5 10.3 22.5 26.6 24.9 17.6 21.4 17.7
301-600 30.9 26.7 28.0 33.6 24.2 21.9 48.2 22.4 28.9
601-1000 6.5 4.8 12.1 4.4 2.0 0.6 1.2 1.0 6.2
1001+ 0.1 0.1 0.9 - - - - - 0.2
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Secondary schools, by size
1-20 0.9 0.5 - 0.7 1.1 - 3.8 5.6 0.7
21-35 0.9 0.5 1.2 0.7 1.1 - - - 0.8
36-100 2.1 4.6 4.6 6.4 4.2 4.3 - 16.7 3.9
101-200 2.3 5.1 6.9 5.7 4.2 2.2 3.8 11.1 4.4
201-300 4.7 5.1 6.2 6.4 7.4 8.7 3.8 11.1 5.6
301-600 20.0 21.6 22.7 19.3 31.6 37.0 15.4 27.8 22.1
601-1000 48.0 33.2 315 44.3 38.9 37.0 57.7 16.7 40.0
1001+ 21.1 29.2 26.9 16.4 11.6 10.9 15.4 11.1 22.5
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Combined primary/secondary schools, by size (c)
1-20 14 2.9 1.3 6.2 2.8 3.6 - 1.6 2.7
21-35 14 - - - - - - - 0.3
36-100 8.0 5.9 10.7 23.6 16.1 19.6 5.9 39.1 13.8
101-200 11.8 8.8 11.6 16.4 6.3 14.3 5.9 20.3 11.8
201-300 20.6 16.7 15.5 14.9 19.6 25.0 11.8 21.9 18.0
301-600 23.0 24.5 18.5 17.4 22.4 21.4 11.8 12.5 20.6
601-1000 19.5 19.6 17.2 8.7 20.3 14.3 23.5 31 16.3
1001+ 14.3 21.6 25.3 12.8 12.6 1.8 41.2 1.6 16.3
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

(a) Data are based on full time equivalent students.

(b) Special schools are excluded from the calculations.

(c) Combined schools comprise both primary and secondary students. The student numbers for
combined schools are estimated as the sums of the midpoints of their respective primary and
secondary categories in the cross tabulated classification of the NSSC.

— Nil or rounded to zero.
Source:
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Table 4A.21

Table 4A.21 Change in number of schools and number of students, 2003-07
(per cent) (a)

NSW Vic Qld WA SA Tas ACT NT  Aust

2003-07 overall change

Schools
Government schools 02 -14 -26 -12 -11 -19 -74 -07 -11
Non-government schools 1.2 0.3 4.5 4.5 0.5 - 2.3 9.1 1.9
All schools 05 -09 -08 04 -07 -14 -43 11  -03
Students
Government schools -1.6 0.1 76 -03 -24 -36 -54 1.6 0.6
Non-government schools 3.9 50 18.6 10.8 8.1 8.1 5.1 9.6 7.9
All schools 0.2 1.8 10.8 3.2 11 -06 -1.3 3.4 3.0
2003-07 average annual change
Schools
Government schools - 03 06 -03 -03 -05 -19 -02 -03
Non-government schools 0.3 0.1 1.1 1.1 0.1 - 0.6 2.2 0.5
All schools 01 -02 -02 01 -02 -04 -11 03 -01
Students
Government schools -0.4 0.0 19 -01 -06 -09 -14 0.4 0.2
Non-government schools 1.0 1.2 4.3 2.6 2.0 2.0 1.3 2.3 1.9
All schools - 0.4 2.6 0.8 03 -02 -03 0.8 0.7

(8) Student numbers are full time students, not FTE students.
— Nil or rounded to zero.

Source: ABS 2004, Schools Australia 2003, Cat. no. 4221.0; ABS 2008, Schools Australia 2007, Cat.
no. 4221.0.
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Table 4A.23

Table 4A.23 Students from language backgrounds other than English as a
proportion of all students (per cent) (a), (b), (c), (d), (e)
NSW Vic Qld WA SA Tas ACT NT
Government schools
1996 23.4 235 12.1 17.1 15.2 5.8 21.9 32.8
2001 23.6 22.0 11.0 15.3 13.0 4.7 20.5 33.1
2006 23.6 21.3 11.7 14.1 12.7 4.7 19.7 26.1
Non-government schools
1996 na na na na na na na na
2001 29.9 315 14.6 24.1 20.0 9.1 21.4 27.5
2006 27.9 28.6 14.9 215 18.3 9.3 18.6 24.9
All schools
1996 26.1 27.3 134 20.2 17.9 7.2 22.4 33.0
2001 25.6 25.3 12.2 18.0 15.2 5.9 20.9 31.8
2006 25.0 23.9 12.7 16.5 14.6 6.0 19.2 25.8

(&) Number of LBOTE students and number of all students. Absolute numbers of LBOTE students are
sourced from the 2006 Census of Population and Housing, whilst data on all full time students are
sourced from the ABS Schools Australia collection.

(b) The number of students from a language background other than English in each state/territory in
government schools, in non-government schools and in total, as a percentage of the total number of
students in each state/territory in government schools, in non-government schools and in total. The
2006 data excludes students counted in the external territories.

(c) Based on the numbers of students who fall into categories related to: home language (non-English or
English); country of birth of student (non-English or English speaking country); and country of birth of
one or both parents (non-English speaking country). Data include Indigenous students whose home
language is not English.

(d) The DEEWR definition of students from a non-English speaking background is one used for allocating
an element of Australian Government targeted program funds. It may not be the same as definitions
adopted by individual jurisdictions. Further allocation of Commonwealth LBOTE funding will not be
necessarily based on the 2006 data shown in this table.

(e) There have been some changes to the data collected in the 1996 and 2001 Censuses. Data may not be
strictly comparable between these two years.
na Not available.

Source: DEEWR (unpublished) based on the ABS (1996, 2001, 2006) Census of Population and Housing.
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Table 4A.25

Table 4A.25 Student body mix, government schools (per cent)
NSW Vic Qld WA SA Tas ACT NT
2003
LBOTE (a) na na na na na na na na
Indigenous students 4.5 1.1 6.9 7.2 3.9 7.2 2.3 40.0
Students with disabilities (b) 4.8 4.0 3.4 3.1 7.5 4.8 4.2 16.0
Seniority profile (c) 10.6 11.7 12.0 11.7 11.2 11.0 16.0 9.1

Government students as % of 67.7 65.4 70.7 68.9 67.5 74.2 60.8 76.9
all students (d)

2004
LBOTE (a) na na na na na na na na
Indigenous students 4.7 1.2 7.0 7.4 4.1 7.4 2.5 40.2
Students with disabilities (b) 5.0 4.3 35 3.2 7.8 4.8 4.5 15.0
Seniority profile (¢) 10.5 11.7 11.9 11.7 11.2 9.8 15.7 9.9

Government students as % of 67.2 65.2 70.2 68.4 66.7 73.9 59.9 76.5
all students (d)

2005
LBOTE (a) na na na na na na na na
Indigenous students 4.9 1.3 7.3 7.6 4.2 7.6 2.6 41.2
Students with disabilities (b) 5.2 4.6 3.8 3.1 8.3 4.9 4.7 12.6
Seniority profile (c) 104 11.7 11.9 5.6 115 10.7 15.8 9.6

Government students as % of 66.8 65.0 69.7 67.6 66.0 73.5 59.3 76.4
all students (d)

2006
LBOTE (a) 23.6 21.3 11.7 141 12.7 4.7 19.7 26.1
Indigenous students 5.0 1.3 7.6 8.0 4.4 7.6 2.6 42.0
Students with disabilities (b) 55 5.2 4.0 3.3 8.8 5.0 4.8 12.6
Seniority profile (¢) 10.5 11.6 12.2 12.1 11.7 10.8 16.2 104

Government students as % of 66.7 64.6 69.3 67.2 65.6 72.8 58.9 75.9
all students (d)

2007
LBOTE (a) na na na na na na na na
Indigenous students 5.1 1.4 7.8 8.2 4.6 7.6 2.6 43.4
Students with disabilities (b) 5.7 5.3 4.1 3.4 9.0 5.1 4.9 12.4
Seniority profile (c) 10.7 11.8 11.9 11.8 11.7 10.9 16.3 10.2

Government students as % of 66.5 64.3 68.6 66.6 65.2 72.0 58.3 75.6
all students (d)

(a) Refer to footnotes for table 4A.23. LBOTE data only available for 2006 in this table.

(b) Refer to footnotes for table 4A.24.

(c) Proportion of students in years 11 and 12.

(d) Proportion relates to full time students only and does not include the impact of part time enrolments.
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Table 4A.25

Table 4A.25 Student body mix, government schools (per cent)

NSW Vic Qld WA SA Tas ACT NT
Source: ABS 2004, Schools Australia 2003, Cat. no. 4221.0; ABS 2005, Schools Australia 2004, Cat.
no. 4221.0; ABS 2006, Schools Australia 2005, Cat. no. 4221.0; ABS 2007, Schools Australia

2006, Cat. no. 4221.0; ABS 2008, Schools Australia 2007, Cat. no. 4221.0; DEEWR
(unpublished).
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Table 4A.26

Table 4A.26 Student body mix, non-government schools (per cent)
NSW Vic Qld WA SA Tas ACT NT
2003
LBOTE (a) na na na na na na na na
Indigenous students 1.0 0.2 2.5 3.3 0.8 2.4 0.8 27.2
Students with disabilities (b) 2.7 2.0 1.4 1.4 3.1 15 1.3 1.7
Seniority profile (c) 13.7 15.7 18.1 16.4 15.1 14.0 24.9 7.3

Non-government students as

% of all students 32.3 34.6 29.3 31.1 32.5 25.8 39.2 23.1

2004
LBOTE (a) na na na na na na na na
Indigenous students 1.0 0.2 2.5 3.2 0.9 25 0.9 27.3
Students with disabilities (b) 2.8 2.2 15 15 3.1 15 1.3 1.9
Seniority profile (c) 13.7 15.8 17.9 16.7 14.9 13.4 134 8.0

Non-government students as

% of all students 32.8 34.8 29.8 31.6 33.3 26.1 40.1 23.5

2005
LBOTE (a) na na na na na na na na
Indigenous students 11 0.3 2.6 3.3 1.0 2.6 0.7 28.3
Students with disabilities (b) 2.9 2.4 1.6 1.6 3.0 1.6 1.3 2.0
Seniority profile (c) 14.0 15.9 17.7 16.8 15.2 13.0 14.0 8.1

Non-government students as

% of all students 33.2 35.0 30.3 32.4 34.0 26.5 40.7 23.6

2006
LBOTE (a) 27.9 28.6 14.9 215 18.3 9.3 18.6 24.9
Indigenous students 1.2 0.3 2.6 3.2 1.0 2.7 0.9 29.3
Students with disabilities (b) 3.1 2.4 1.8 1.7 3.0 1.7 1.4 2.4
Seniority profile (¢) 14.3 15.9 17.4 16.8 15.6 13.0 13.8 8.3

Non-government students as

% of all students 33.3 354 30.7 32.8 34.4 27.2 41.1 24.1

2007
LBOTE (a) na na na na na na na na
Indigenous students 1.3 0.3 2.6 3.1 1.0 3.0 11 29.6
Students with disabilities (b) 3.3 2.6 1.9 1.9 3.1 1.7 1.6 25
Seniority profile (c) 14.3 16.1 16.8 16.5 15.8 13.6 13.8 9.1

Non-government students as

% of all students 33.5 35.7 31.4 33.4 34.8 28.0 41.7 24.4

(a) Refer to footnotes for table 4A.23. LBOTE data only available for 2006 in this table.
(b) Refer to footnotes for table 4A.24.
(c) Proportion of students in years 11 and 12.

Source: ABS 2004, Schools Australia 2003, Cat. no. 4221.0; ABS 2005, Schools Australia 2004, Cat.
no. 4221.0; ABS 2006, Schools Australia 2005, Cat. no. 4221.0; ABS 2007, Schools Australia
2006, Cat. no. 4221.0; ABS 2008, Schools Australia 2007, Cat. no. 4221.0; DEEWR
(unpublished).
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Table 4A.27

Table 4A.27 Student body mix, all schools (per cent)

NSW Vic Qld WA SA Tas ACT NT

2003
LBOTE (a) na na na na na na na na
Indigenous students 3.4 0.8 5.6 6.0 2.9 6.0 1.7 37.1
Students with disabilities (b) 4.1 3.3 2.8 2.6 6.1 4.0 3.0 12.7
Seniority profile (c) 11.6 131 13.8 13.2 125 11.8 195 8.7
2004
LBOTE (a) na na na na na na na na
Indigenous students 3.5 0.9 5.7 6.1 3.0 6.1 1.8 37.2
Students with disabilities (b) 4.3 3.6 2.9 2.6 6.2 4.0 3.2 11.9
Seniority profile (¢) 11.6 13.1 13.7 13.2 125 10.8 14.8 9.5
2005
LBOTE (a) na na na na na na na na
Indigenous students 3.6 0.9 5.9 6.2 3.1 6.3 1.8 38.1
Students with disabilities (b) 4.4 3.8 3.1 2.6 6.5 4.0 3.3 10.1
Seniority profile (c) 11.6 13.2 13.7 9.2 12.8 11.3 15.1 9.2
2006
LBOTE (a) 25.0 23.9 12.7 16.5 14.6 6.0 19.2 25.8
Indigenous students 3.7 1.0 6.1 6.5 3.2 6.3 1.9 38.9
Students with disabilities (b) 4.7 4.2 3.3 2.7 6.8 4.1 3.4 10.1
Seniority profile (¢) 11.8 13.1 13.8 13.7 13.0 11.4 15.2 9.9
2007
LBOTE (a) na na na na na na na na
Indigenous students 3.9 1.0 6.2 6.5 3.3 6.3 2.0 40.0
Students with disabilities (b) 4.9 4.3 3.4 2.9 7.0 4.1 3.6 10.0
Seniority profile (c) 11.9 134 135 13.4 13.2 11.6 15.3 9.9

(a) Refer to footnotes for table 4A.23. LBOTE data only available for 2006 in this table.
(b) Refer to footnotes for table 4A.24.
(c) Proportion of students in years 11 and 12.

na Not available.

Source: ABS 2004, Schools Australia 2003, Cat. no. 4221.0; ABS 2005, Schools Australia 2004, Cat.
no. 4221.0; ABS 2006, Schools Australia 2005, Cat. no. 4221.0; ABS 2007, Schools Australia
2006, Cat. no. 4221.0; ABS 2008, Schools Australia 2007, Cat. no. 4221.0; DEEWR
(unpublished).
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Table 4A.28

Table 4A.28 Proportion of students attending schools in metropolitan,
provincial and remote zones, 2007 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)

NSW Vic Qld WA SA Tas ACT NT  Aust

Metropolitan zone

Primary
Government schools 740 726 652 680 66.6 38.7 99.8 . 69.0
Non-government schools 76.9 78.7 74.4 76.6 78.5 52.0 100.0 " 76.2
All schools 749 745 678 705 705 420 99.9 . 711
Secondary
Government schools 718 719 656 689 682 42.0 100.0 . 68.9
Non-government schools 80.5 79.5 77.0 82.8 83.6 55.3 100.0 " 79.4
All schools 751 750 698 745 740 46.2 100.0 . 729
All school levels
Government schools 731 723 653 683 672 401 999 . 68.9
Non-government schools 78.7 79.1 75.6 79.5 80.7 53.7 100.0 " 77.8
All schools 75.0 747 685 721 718 439 999 . 719
Provincial zone
Primary
Government schools 254 27.3 304 21.8 27.9 59.5 0.2 494 27.6
Non-government schools 226 213 237 18.7 199 46.9 - 551 222
All schools 245 254 285 209 253 564 0.1 507 259
Secondary
Government schools 27.6 28.0 31.6 23.6 27.5 56.7 - 597 28.8
Non-government schools 195 205 227 15.3 15.3 447 - 611 20.0
All schools 245 249 283 202 229 530 - 601 254
All school levels
Government schools 26.3 27.6 30.8 224 27.8 58.3 0.1 53.3 28.1
Non-government schools 21.0 209 233 17.1 18.0 45.8 - 577 211
All schools 245 252 284 20,6 244 5438 0.1 544 257

Remote zone
Remote areas

Primary
Government schools 0.5 0.1 25 6.4 4.2 1.2 " 18.0 2.0
Non-government schools 0.5 - 1.2 25 1.3 1.1 . 30.1 1.1
All schools 0.5 0.1 2.1 5.3 3.3 1.2 . 208 1.7
Secondary
Government schools 0.5 0.2 1.7 4.9 3.4 0.8 " 16.7 1.4
Non-government schools - - 0.3 15 1.1 - . 30.6 0.5
All schools 0.3 0.1 1.2 3.5 25 0.6 . 204 11
All school levels
Government schools 0.5 0.1 2.2 5.9 3.9 1.0 " 175 1.8
Non-government schools 0.2 - 0.8 2.0 1.2 0.5 . 30.3 0.8
All schools 0.4 0.1 1.8 4.6 3.0 0.9 . 206 15
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Table 4A.28

Table 4A.28 Proportion of students attending schools in metropolitan,
provincial and remote zones, 2007 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)
NSW Vic Qld WA SA Tas ACT NT  Aust

Very remote areas

Primary
Government schools 0.1 . 2.0 3.8 13 0.6 . 326 14
Non-government schools 0.1 . 0.6 2.2 0.3 - . 14.7 0.5
All schools 0.1 . 1.6 3.3 0.9 0.5 .. 285 1.2
Secondary
Government schools 0.1 . 1.2 2.7 0.9 0.4 .. 236 0.9
Non-government schools - . - 0.4 0.1 - o 8.3 0.1
All schools 0.1 . 0.8 1.8 0.6 0.3 . 19.6 0.6
All school levels
Government schools 0.1 . 1.7 34 11 0.5 . 292 1.2
Non-government schools - . 0.3 1.4 0.2 - " 12.0 0.3
All schools 0.1 . 13 2.7 0.8 0.4 . 250 0.9

(a) Geographic categorisation is based on the agreed MCEETYA Geographic Location Classification. See
section 4.6 of the chapter for definitions.

(b) Calculated as the number of students attending a particular type of school (such as government primary
school) in a particular geographic classification (such as metropolitan zone), divided by the total number
of students attending that type of school.

(c) FTE students.

.. Not applicable. — Nil or rounded to zero.

Source: DEEWR (unpublished).
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Table 4A.29

Table 4A.29 Proportion of year 3 students who achieved the reading
benchmark, 2004 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)
1 Average age (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling (e) All students students students students (f) students (f)
NSW 92.2+1.38 90.6+2.1 93914 80.4+4.4 91.7+1.7

1. 8 years, 9 months
2. 3 years, 7 months

Victoria 90.5+1.9 88.2+23 92.8+1.6 76.6 £5.2 86.7+25

1. 9 years, 0 months
2. 3 years, 7 months

Queensland 97.0+0.5 96.3+0.6 97.7+04 946+1.3 94.2+0.5

WA

SA

1. 8 years, 4 months
2. 2 years, 8 months

95.6+1.4 948+1.7 96.4+1.3 84.1+5.0 95.0+1.8
1. 8 years, 2 months
2. 2 years, 7 months

90.9+1.7 88.9+2.0 929+15 73.3+6.4 89.4+21
1. 8 years, 6 months
2. 3 years, 3 months

Tasmania 96.5+0.7 95.8+0.9 97.1+0.7 93.7 + 3.0 915+25

ACT

NT

1. 9 years, 1 month
2. 3 years, 7 months

95.2+0.9 940+ 1.4 96.4+0.8 94.6 £5.3 88.1+1.8
1. 8 years, 10 months
2. 3 years, 6 months

76.0+£ 3.0 73.7+3.7 78.4+32 447+49 46.9+4.9
1. 8 years, 8 months
2. 3 years, 3 months

Australia 93.0+15 915+1.8 946+1.2 829+ 3.6 90.0+1.8

(@)

(b)

(©)

(d)
(e)

(f)

The achievement percentages reported in this table include 95 per cent confidence intervals (for
example, 80.0 per cent £ 2.7 per cent). Table 4A.32 contains details of test populations in all states and
territories.

Students who were absent or withdrawn from testing are not classified as assessed students and are
not included in the benchmark calculations. The proportion of absent and withdrawn students varies
across jurisdictions, as shown in table 4A.33. Readers are urged to be cautious when comparing results.

Some movements in the results over time might have occurred as a result of state equating processes
and may not reflect improvements in student performance.

The typical average age of students at the time of testing (expressed in years and months).
The typical average time that students had spent in schooling at the time of testing (expressed in years
and months).

The methods used to identify Indigenous students and LBOTE students varied across jurisdictions. The
two categories are not mutually exclusive. Definitions can be found at section 4.6. Table 4A.33 contains
more information.

Source: MCEETYA 2007a, National Report on Schooling in Australia 2004: Preliminary Paper National

Benchmark Results Reading, Writing and Numeracy Years 3,5 and 7.
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Table 4A.30

Table 4A.30 Proportion of year 5 students who achieved the reading
benchmark, 2004 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)
1 Average age (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling (e) All students students students students (f) students (f)
NSW 90.9+1.0 88.6+1.2 93.3+0.8 75.7+2.8 89.3+1.2

1. 10yrs 9mths
2. 5yrs 7mths

Victoria 87.6+21 85.3+x24 89.9+18 71.4+56 83.1+27

1. 10yrs 11mths
2. 5yrs 7mths

Queensland 83.4+23 81.4+25 85.6+21 65.0+4.2 80.1+2.8

WA

SA

1. 10yrs 4mths
2. 4yrs 8mths

93.7+1.0 924+1.2 95.0+0.9 74.2+3.9 91.7+138
1. 10yrs 2mths
2. 4yrs 8mths

90.0+1.2 87.8+15 92.2+1.1 60.3+5.2 86.6 + 2.0
1. 10yrs 6mths
2. 5yrs 3mths

Tasmania 94.0+1.0 929+13 95.2+0.9 88.1+3.9 88.3+3.7

ACT

NT

1. 11yrs 1mth
2. 5yrs 7mths

96.5+0.6 95.6 £ 0.9 97.3+0.7 86.7+7.0 92.0+25
1. 10yrs 10mths
2. 5yrs 6mths

77.2+25 74.1+33 80.5+29 47.1+45 448+ 4.6
1. 10yrs 8mths
2. 5yrs 3mths

Australia 88.7+1.6 86.6 +1.8 90.9 + 1.4 69.4 + 3.8 86.2+1.9

(@)

(b)

(©)

(d)
(e)

(f)

The achievement percentages reported in this table include 95 per cent confidence intervals (for
example, 80.0 per cent + 2.7 per cent). Table 4A.32 contains details of test populations in all states and
territories.

Students who were absent or withdrawn from testing are not classified as assessed students and are
not included in the benchmark calculations. The proportion of absent and withdrawn students varies
across jurisdictions, as shown in table 4A.33. Readers are urged to be cautious when comparing results.

Some movements in the results over time might have occurred as a result of state equating processes
and may not reflect improvements in student performance.

The typical average age of students at the time of testing (expressed in years and months).
The typical average time that students had spent in schooling at the time of testing (expressed in years
and months).

The methods used to identify Indigenous students and LBOTE students varied across jurisdictions. The
two categories are not mutually exclusive. Definitions can be found at section 4.6. Table 4A.33 contains
more information.

Source: MCEETYA 2007a, National Report on Schooling in Australia 2004: Preliminary Paper National

Benchmark Results Reading, Writing and Numeracy Years 3,5 and 7.
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Table 4A.31

Table 4A.31 Proportion of year 7 students who achieved the reading
benchmark, 2004 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)
1 Average age (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling (e) All students students students students (f) students (f)
NSW 88.1+0.8 85.7+0.9 90.6 + 0.7 68.5+2.1 86.2+1.0

1. 12yrs 4mths
2. 7yrs 2mths

Victoria 93.1+05 91.5+0.6 94.8+0.5 77.0+£4.1 89.8+0.9

1. 13yrs Omths
2. 7yrs 7mths

Queensland 94.5+0.7 93.1+0.8 95.9+0.6 855+21 92.0+1.3

WA

SA

1. 12yrs 4mths
2. 6yrs 8mths

88911 86.6+1.4 914+11 57.6 +3.9 84.1+2.0
1. 12yrs 2mths
2. 6yrs 7mths

92.5+0.6 91.0+0.8 94.0+ 0.6 69.2+4.2 89.1+1.4
1. 12yrs 6mths
2. 7yrs 3mths

Tasmania 88.9+1.0 85.7+15 92.2+1.1 75.7+5.7 80.1+5.3

ACT

NT

Aust

1. 13yrs 1mth
2. 7yrs 7mths
95.0+0.7 934+1.1 96.7 £ 0.9 81.6+7.8 85.0+4.9
1. 12yrs 10mths
2. 7yrs 6mths
73919 72127 75.7+2.7 38.8+4.3 39.7+4.0
1. 12yrs 8mths
2. 7yrs 3mths
ralia 91.0+0.7 89.1+0.9 93.0+0.7 71.0+2.8 86.9 1.2

(@)

(b)

(©)

(d)
()

(f)

The achievement percentages reported in this table include 95 per cent confidence intervals (for
example, 80.0 per cent + 2.7 per cent). Table 4A.32 contains details of test populations in all states and
territories.

Students who were absent or withdrawn from testing are not classified as assessed students and are
not included in the benchmark calculations. The proportion of absent and withdrawn students varies
across jurisdictions, as shown in table 4A.33. Readers are urged to be cautious when comparing results.

Some movements in the results over time might have occurred as a result of state equating processes
and may not reflect improvements in student performance.

The typical average age of students at the time of testing (expressed in years and months).
The typical average time that students had spent in schooling at the time of testing (expressed in years
and months).

The methods used to identify Indigenous students and LBOTE students varied across jurisdictions. The
two categories are not mutually exclusive. Definitions can be found at section 4.6. Table 4A.33 contains
more information.

Source: MCEETYA 2007a, National Report on Schooling in Australia 2004: Preliminary Paper National

Benchmark Results Reading, Writing and Numeracy Years 3, 5 and 7.
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Table 4A.34

Table 4A.34 Proportion of year 3 students who achieved the writing
benchmark, 2004 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)
1 Average age (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling (e) All students students students students (f) students (f)
NSW 95.8+0.8 945+1.1 97.1+0.6 86.9+2.7 94.8+0.9

1. 8 years, 9 months
2. 3 years, 7 months

Victoria 97.1+0.1 96.3+0.2 98.1+0.1 935+12 945+0.1
1. 9 years, 0 months
2. 3 years, 7 months

Queensland 88.4+3.2 85.1+3.9 92.0+25 75.0+5.7 87.0+3.2
1. 8 years, 4 months
2. 2 years, 8 months

WA 85.5+2.9 81.9+34 89.3+25 56.9+54 84.54+3.2
1. 8 years, 2 months
2. 2 years, 7 months

SA 90.0+2.3 87.1+27 93.0+1.9 62.1£6.0 86.4+25
1. 8 years, 6 months
2. 3 years, 3 months

Tasmania 91415 88.3+2.0 947+14 86.2+3.9 89.5+31
1. 9 years, 1 month
2. 3 years, 7 months

ACT 95.5+0.9 94.6+1.3 96.5+0.9 95.9+4.6 88.4+22
1. 8 years, 10 months
2. 3 years, 6 months

NT 83.8+25 81.7+3.7 86.1+2.6 56.7 £ 5.3 58.5+5.2
1. 8 years, 8 months
2. 3 years, 3 months

Australia 929+15 90.9+1.8 95.0+1.2 76.8+4.3 925+1.2

(&) The achievement percentages reported in this table include 95 per cent confidence intervals, for
example, 80.0 per cent £ 2.7 per cent).

(b) Students who were absent or withdrawn from testing are not classified as assessed students and are
not included in the benchmark calculations. The proportion of absent and withdrawn students varies
across jurisdictions, as shown in table 4A.38. Readers are urged to be cautious when comparing results.

(c) Some movements in the results over time might have occurred because of State/Territory equating
processes, and may not reflect actual improvements in student performance.

(d) The typical average age of students at the time of testing, expressed in years and months.

(e) The typical average time students had spent in schooling at the time of testing, expressed in years and
months.

() The methods used to identify Indigenous students with a language background other than English
(LBOTE) varied between jurisdictions, as outlined in the explanatory notes.

Source: MCEETYA 2007a, National Report on Schooling in Australia 2004: Preliminary Paper National
Benchmark Results Reading, Writing and Numeracy Years 3, 5 and 7.
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Table 4A.35

Table 4A.35 Proportion of year 5 students who achieved the writing
benchmark, 2004 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)
1 Average age (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling (e) All students students students students (f) students (f)
NSW 959+1.4 946+1.9 97.3+1.0 87.4+42 949+1.4

1. 10yrs 9mths
2. 5yrs 7mths

Victoria 93.4+0.7 91.1+0.9 95.9+0.5 82.2+4.2 92.3+0.7
1. 10yrs 11mths
2. 5yrs 7mths

Queensland 97.1+04 96.2+0.5 98.1+0.2 926+1.4 94.3+0.4
1. 10yrs 4mths
2. 4yrs 8mths

WA 874+19 835124 914+15 59.2+4.6 86.0+2.3
1. 10yrs 2mths
2. 4yrs 8mths

SA 927114 90.3+1.8 953+1.1 69.7 £ 5.8 90.1+1.7
1. 10yrs 6mths
2. 5yrs 3mths

Tasmania 91.6+1.6 88.6 £2.2 949+14 83.0+4.7 86.6+4.4
1. 11yrs 1mth
2. 5yrs 7mths

ACT 928+24 90.8+3.3 94.7+1.9 78.7+9.4 88.1+35
1. 10yrs 10mths
2. 5yrs 6mths

NT 81.1+19 77.8+28 84.4+22 495+4.2 47.1+43
1. 10yrs 8mths
2. 5yrs 3mths

Australia 942+1.1 92.3+1.4 96.2+0.8 81.7 £3.5 92.6+1.3

(a) The achievement percentages reported in this table include 95 per cent confidence intervals, for
example, 80 per cent = 2.7 per cent.

(b) Students who were absent or withdrawn from testing are not classifed as assessed students and are
not included in the benchmark calculations. The proportion of absent and withdrawn students varies
considerably across juridictions as shown in table 4A.38. Readers are urged to be cautious when
comparing results.

(c) Some of the movements in the results over time may have occurred because of State/Territory
equating processes, and may not reflect actual improvements in student performance.

(d) The typical average age of students at the time of testing, expressed in years and months.

(e) The typical average time that students had spent in schooling at the time of testing, expressed in years
and months.

() The methods used to identify Indigenous students and language background other than English
(LBOTE) students varied across jurisdictions, as outlined in the explanatory notes.

Source: MCEETYA 2007a, National Report on Schooling in Australia 2004: Preliminary Paper National
Benchmark Results Reading, Writing and Numeracy Years 3,5 and 7.
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Table 4A.36

Table 4A.36 Proportion of year 7 students who achieved the writing benchmark,
2004 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)

1 Average age (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling (e) All students students students students (f) students (f)
NSW 93.7+2.0 91.8+25 958+ 15 81.8+4.9 93.2+23

1. 12yrs 4mths
2. 7yrs 2mths

Victoria 96.0+£0.7 942+11 97.9+04 87.1+34 95.7+0.8
1. 13yrs Omths
2. 7yrs 7Tmths

Queensland 97.3+04 96.4 £ 0.6 98.3+0.2 923117 95.4+05
1. 12yrs 4mths
2. 6yrs 8mths

WA 86.6+14 81.8+1.9 91.7+1.2 58.2+3.9 84.2+22
1. 12yrs 2mths
2. 6yrs 7mths

SA 88.0+21 84.1+27 92.1+1.7 59.4+6.3 85.7+24
1. 12yrs 6mths
2. 7yrs 3mths

Tasmania 86.5+1.9 80.2+2.6 92.7+15 75.2+6.2 82.6 £ 6.5
1. 13yrs 1mth
2. 7yrs 7mths

ACT 93.1+21 90.4+3.0 96.0+1.4 79.7+9.4 81.2+52
1. 12yrs 10mths
2. 7yrs 6mths

NT 79.4+19 76.3+2.6 82.7+25 424 +4.2 43.0+4.4
1. 12yrs 8mths
2. 7yrs 3mths

Australia 93.6+1.3 91.3+1.7 95.9 0.9 78.8+3.8 923+1.8

(&) The achievement percentages reported in this table include 95 per cent confidence intervals, for
example, 80 per cent = 2.7 per cent.

(b) Students who were absent or withdrawn from testing are not classifed as assessed students and are not
included in the benchmark calculations. The proportion of absent and withdrawn students varies
considerably across juridictions as shown in as shown in table 4A.38. Readers are urged to be cautious
when comparing results.

(c) Some of the movements in the results over time may have occurred because of State/Territory equating
processes, and may not reflect actual improvements in student performance.

(d) The typical average age of students at the time of testing, expressed in years and months.

(e) The typical average time that students had spent in schooling at the time of testing, expressed in years
and months.

() The methods used to identify Indigenous students and language background other than English
(LBOTE) students varied across jurisdictions.

Source: MCEETYA 2007a, National Report on Schooling in Australia 2004: Preliminary Paper National
Benchmark Results Reading, Writing and Numeracy Years 3, 5 and 7.
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Table 4A.39

Table 4A.39 Proportion of year 3 students who achieved the numeracy
benchmark, 2004 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)
1 Average age (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling (e) All students students students students (f) students (f)
NSW 95.8+0.8 95.4+0.8 96.2+0.7 89.5+24 94.7+0.8

1. 8 years, 9 months
2. 3 years, 7 months

Victoria 96.0 £ 0.5 954+04 96.6 + 0.6 88.2+25 92.8+0.7
1. 9 years, 0 months
2. 3 years, 7 months

Queensland 90.5+1.9 90.6 +1.7 90.5+2.1 74.3+4.2 87.2+23
1. 8 years, 4 months
2. 2 years, 8 months

WA 89.9+26 89.5+2.6 90.3+2.8 68.1+6.8 88.7+29
1. 8 years, 2 months
2. 2 years, 7 months

SA 91.5+1.38 90.6+1.8 924+1.9 68.0+6.4 875+24
1. 8 years, 8 months
2. 3 years, 6 months

Tasmania 93.7+x14 93.0+1.7 945+1.4 89.1+4.4 87.4+438
1. 9 years, 1 month
2. 3 years, 7 months

ACT 95.3+1.2 949+1.6 95.8+1.3 91.8+7.7 88.3+2.2
1. 8 years, 10 months
2. 3 years, 6 months

NT 88.0+25 88.0+2.38 88.0+28 69.0+5.7 69.4 £5.7
1. 8 years, 8 months
2. 3 years, 3 months

Australia 93.7+1.2 93.3+1.2 94.1+1.3 79.2+4.1 92.3+1.2

(a) The achievement percentages reported in this table include 95 per cent confidence intervals, for
example, 80.0 per cent £ 2.7 per cent).

(b) Students who were absent or withdrawn from testing were not classified as assessed students and are
not included in the benchmark calculations. The proportion of absent and withdrawn students varies
across jurisdictions, as shown in table 4A.43. Readers are urged to be cautious when comparing
results.

(c) Some movements in the results over time might have occurred because of State/Territory equating
processes, and may not reflect actual improvements in student performance.

(d) The typical average age of students at the time of testing, expressed in years and months.

(e) The typical average time students had spent in schooling at the time of testing, expressed in years and
months.

() The methods used to identify Indigenous students with a language background other than English
(LBOTE) varied between jurisdictions, as outlined in the explanatory notes.

Source: MCEETYA 2007a, National Report on Schooling in Australia 2004: Preliminary Paper National
Benchmark Results Reading, Writing and Numeracy Years 3 and 5.
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Table 4A.40

Table 4A.40 Proportion of year 5 students who achieved the numeracy
benchmark, 2004 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)
1 Average age (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling (e) All students students students students (f) students (f)
NSW 92.2+1.2 919+1.1 925+1.3 77.0+3.6 91.0+1.2

1. 10yrs 9mths
2. 5yrs 7mths

Victoria 94.7 +0.7 94.3+0.7 95.2+0.8 85.8+3.4 92.4+0.9
1. 10yrs 11mths
2. 5yrs 7mths

Queensland 89.3+1.6 89.3+15 89.2+1.7 71.7+3.6 86.2+1.9
1. 10yrs 4mths
2. 4yrs 8mths

WA 87.1+1.6 86.9+1.7 87.3+x1.6 56.6 + 4.2 82.8+22
1. 10yrs 2mths
2. 4yrs 8mths

SA 90.0+1.3 89.6+1.3 90.5+1.4 62.4+5.4 87.6+2.1
1. 10yrs 6mths
2. 5yrs 3mths

Tasmania 89.2+15 89.2+17 89.2+1.38 81.9+5.0 82.0+5.1
1. 11yrs 1mth
2. 5yrs 7mths

ACT 92.1+1.2 916+15 92615 72.0+10.6 85.3+3.0
1. 10yrs 10mths
2. 5yrs 6mths

NT 71525 70.5+3.0 726 +3.1 38.8+3.8 36.5+4.0
1. 10yrs 8mths
2. 5yrs 3mths

Australia 91.2+1.2 91.0+1.2 91.5+1.3 69.4 + 3.9 89.3+1.4

(a) The achievement percentages reported in this table include 95 per cent confidence intervals, for
example, 80 per cent = 2.7 per cent.

(b) Students who were absent or withdrawn from testing are not classifed as assessed students and are
not included in the benchmark calculations. The proportion of absent and withdrawn students varies
considerably across juridictions as shown in table 4A.43. Readers are urged to be cautious when
comparing results.

(c) Some of the movements in the results over time may have occurred because of State/Territory
equating processes, and may not reflect actual improvements in student performance.
(d) The typical average age of students at the time of testing, expressed in years and months.

(e) The typical average time that students had spent in schooling at the time of testing, expressed in years
and months.

() The methods used to identify Indigenous students and language background other than English
(LBOTE) students varied across jurisdictions.

Source: MCEETYA 2007a, National Report on Schooling in Australia 2004: Preliminary Paper National
Benchmark Results Reading, Writing and Numeracy Years 3,5 and 7.
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Table 4A.41

Table 4A.41 Proportion of year 7 students who achieved the numeracy
benchmark, 2004 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)
1 Average age (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling (e) All students students students students (f) students (f)
NSW (g) 76.1+0.9 755+1.0 76.8+ 1.0 46.6 £2.1 758+ 1.1

1. 12yrs 6mths
2. 7yrs 4mths

Victoria 85.8+0.7 86.1+0.7 85.5+0.8 62.9+45 820111
1. 13yrs Omths
2. 7yrs 7mths

Queensland 84.6 £ 0.6 84.9+0.6 84.3+0.7 60.6 £2.1 82.3+1.3
1. 12yrs 4mths
2. 6yrs 8mths

WA 84.6£0.8 83.7+1.0 85.6£0.8 47.8+2.8 79.4+1.7
1. 12yrs 2mths
2. 6yrs 7mths

SA 87.3+1.0 87.6+1.2 87.1+11 59.1+5.6 84.6+19
1. 12yrs 6mths
2. 7yrs 3mths

Tasmania 809+1.3 79.1+x1.7 826+1.6 67.9+5.0 706 £6.1
1. 13yrs 1mth
2. 7yrs 7Tmths

ACT 87.7+11 87.0+1.6 88.5+15 65.0 £ 10.8 76.3+5.7
1. 12yrs 10mths
2. 7yrs 6mths

NT 66.1+2.1 66.6 £ 3.0 65.5+2.7 26.8+3.7 30.9+4.0
1. 12yrs 8mths
2. 7yrs 3mths

Australia 82.1+0.8 81.9+0.9 82.3+0.9 51.9+2.8 77.9+1.3

(&) The achievement percentages reported in this table include 95 per cent confidence intervals, for
example, 80 per cent = 2.7 per cent.

(b) Students who were absent or withdrawn from testing are not classifed as assessed students and are
not included in the benchmark calculations. The proportion of absent and withdrawn students varies
considerably across juridictions as shown in table 4A.43. Readers are urged to be cautious when
comparing results.

(c) Some of the movements in the results over time may have occurred because of State/Territory
equating processes, and may not reflect actual improvements in student performance.

(d) The typical average age of students at the time of testing, expressed in years and months.

(e) The typical average time that students had spent in schooling at the time of testing, expressed in years
and months.

() The methods used to identify Indigenous students and language background other than English
(LBOTE) students varied across jurisdictions.

(@) NSW considers that the year 7 results for NSW are anomalous. The national numeracy benchmark
results show that:
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Table 4A.41

Table 4A.41 Proportion of year 7 students who achieved the numeracy
benchmark, 2004 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)
1 Average age (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling (e) All students students students students (f) students (f)

(i) a lower proportion of year 7 students are meeting the minimum numeracy benchmark than are
meeting the reading and writing benchmarks

(ii) a lower proprtion of students are meeting the numeracy benchmark in year 7 than in year 3 and year
5.

National benchmarks represent the minimum standard of performance a student must achieve to be
able to progress through his/her schooling. The national benchmark results show that NSW students in
years 3 and 5 are consistently performing at or above the national average for reading, writing and
numeracy. The NSW results for year 7 reading and writing are also fairly consistent with the national
average.

Source: MCEETYA 2007a, National Report on Schooling in Australia 2004: Preliminary Paper National
Benchmark Results Reading, Writing and Numeracy Years 3, 5 and 7.
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Table 4A.44

Table 4A.44 Proportion of year 3 students who achieved the reading
benchmark, 2005 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)

1 Average age (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling (e) All students students students students (f) students (f)
NSW 93.3+1.6 92.0+1.8 94.7+1.3 81.8+3.9 92.7+15

1. 8yrs 9mths
2. 3yrs 7mths

Victoria 91.7+19 90.0+2.3 93.7+1.6 83.6+5.1 93.3+22
1. 9yrs Omths
2. 3yrs 7mths

Queensland 93.7+1.2 92.1+15 955+1.0 83.2+3.9 91.2+1.3
1. 8yrs 4mths
2. 2yrs 8mths

WA 93.6+1.7 92.3+2.0 95.0+x15 73.8+6.6 91424
1. 8yrs 5mths
2. 3yrs 7mths

SA 91.1+1.6 89.2+1.8 93.1+1.4 71.0+4.8 93.8+2.1
1. 8yrs 6mths
2. 3yrs 3mths

Tasmania 949+15 935+19 96.3+1.3 87.4+5.0 93.5+238
1. 9yrs 1mth
2. 3yrs 7mths

ACT 96.3+0.8 95.2+1.1 97.4+0.7 95.3+45 93.6+1.3

1. 8yrs 10mths
2. 3yrs 6mths
NT 704127 67.3+35 73.6+3.1 40.1+4.4 415+4.4
1. 8yrs 8mths
2. 3yrs 3mths
Australia 92.7+1.6 91.2+19 94.4+1.3 78.0+4.3 92.0+1.8

(a) The achievement percentages reported in this table include 95 per cent confidence intervals, for
example, 80.0 per cent £ 2.7 per cent).

(b) Students who were absent or withdrawn from testing are not classified as assessed students and are
not included in the benchmark calculations. The proportion of absent and withdrawn students varies
across jurisdictions, as shown in table 4A.49. Readers are urged to be cautious when comparing
results.

(c) Some movements in the results over time might have occurred because of State/Territory equating
processes, and may not reflect actual improvements in student performance.

(d) The typical average age of students at the time of testing, expressed in years and months.

(e) The typical average time students had spent in schooling at the time of testing, expressed in years and
months.

() The methods used to identify Indigenous students and language background other than English
(LBOTE) students varied across jurisdictions.

Source: MCEETYA 2008a, National Report on Schooling in Australia 2005: Preliminary Paper National
Benchmark Results Reading, Writing and Numeracy Years 3, 5 and 7.
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Table 4A.45

Table 4A.45 Proportion of year 5 students who achieved the reading
benchmark, 2005 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)
1 Average age (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling (e) All students students students students (f) students (f)
NSW 89.7+1.6 87.9+138 915+15 72.3+35 87.2+1.9

1. 10yrs 9mths
2. 5yrs 7mths

Victoria 88.7+1.8 86.4+20 91.2+1.6 73.7+55 89.3+21
1. 10yrs 11mths
2. 5yrs 7mths

Queensland 79.7+24 75.7 £ 2.6 83.9+21 52.2+4.2 74.8+2.9
1. 10yrs 4mths
2. 4yrs 8mths

WA 916115 89.6+1.8 93.7+1.3 64.7 £ 4.8 89.3+20
1. 10yrs 2mths
2. 4yrs 8mths

SA 89.0+1.2 86.7+ 15 914+11 63.9+4.7 87.1+£20
1. 10yrs 6mths
2. 5yrs 3mths

Tasmania 928+1.1 90915 949+1.0 87.3+3.7 87.3+3.1
1. 11yrs 1mth
2. 5yrs 7mths

ACT 94.9+0.8 93.8+1.2 96.2+0.9 85.2+6.5 929+1.6
1. 10yrs 10mths
2. 5yrs 6mths

NT 73.1+20 71.2+26 75.2+25 40.7 + 3.7 40.0+ 3.8
1. 10yrs 8mths
2. 5yrs 3mths

Australia 87.5+1.8 85.1+2.0 90.1+1.6 62.8 £ 4.1 86.2+2.1

(&) The achievement percentages reported in this table include 95 per cent confidence intervals, for
example, 80 per cent = 2.7 per cent.

(b) Students who were absent or withdrawn from testing are not classifed as assessed students and are
not included in the benchmark calculations. The proportion of absent and withdrawn students varies
considerably across juridictions as shown in table 4A.49. Readers are urged to be cautious when
comparing results.

(c) Some of the movements in the results over time may have occurred because of State/Territory equating
processes, and may not reflect actual improvements in student performance.

(d) The typical average age of students at the time of testing, expressed in years and months.

(e) The typical average time that students had spent in schooling at the time of testing, expressed in years
and months.

() The methods used to identify Indigenous students and language background other than English
(LBOTE) students varied across jurisdictions.

Source: MCEETYA 2008a, National Report on Schooling in Australia 2005: Preliminary Paper National
Benchmark Results Reading, Writing and Numeracy Years 3,5 and 7.
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Table 4A.46

Table 4A.46 Proportion of year 7 students who achieved the reading
benchmark, 2005 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)
1 Average age (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling (e) All students students students students (f) students (f)
NSW 88.1+0.8 85.4+0.9 91.0+0.8 69.4+2.2 86.8+1.1

1. 12yrs 4mths
2. 7yrs 2mths

Victoria 95.1+0.5 93.8+0.6 96.5+04 85.0+3.3 94.3+0.8
1. 13yrs Omths
2. 7yrs 7mths

Queensland 88.1+1.1 85.6+1.3 90.9+0.9 64.9+29 83.2+17
1. 12yrs 4mths
2. 6yrs 8mths

WA 85.6+0.8 83.3+1.0 88.0+£0.9 46.8+ 3.0 814+19
1. 12yrs 2mths
2. 6yrs 7mths

SA 93.8+0.6 92.4+0.8 95.2+0.7 69.4+4.7 90.5+15
1. 12yrs 6mths
2. 7yrs 3mths

Tasmania 88.3+0.9 85.4+1.3 91.2+1.2 78.0+4.2 80.0+ 4.6
1. 13yrs 1mth
2. 7yrs 7mths

ACT 93.5+0.8 92.4+1.3 94.7 £ 0.9 76.9+10.6 89.0+24
1. 12yrs 10mths
2. 7yrs 6mths

NT 716+19 66.7 £ 2.8 76.5+2.6 36.8+34 36.0+35
1. 12yrs 8mths
2. 7yrs 3mths

Australia 89.8 £ 0.8 87.6+1.0 92.2+0.8 63.8+2.9 87.9+1.2

(&) The achievement percentages reported in this table include 95 per cent confidence intervals, for
example, 80 per cent = 2.7 per cent.

(b) Students who were absent or withdrawn from testing are not classifed as assessed students and are
not included in the benchmark calculations. The proportion of absent and withdrawn students varies
considerably across juridictions as shown in table 4A.49. Readers are urged to be cautious when
comparing results.

(c) Some of the movements in the results over time may have occurred because of State/Territory equating
processes, and may not reflect actual improvements in student performance.
(d) The typical average age of students at the time of testing, expressed in years and months.

(e) The typical average time that students had spent in schooling at the time of testing, expressed in years
and months.

() The methods used to identify Indigenous students and language background other than English
(LBOTE) students varied across jurisdictions.

Source: MCEETYA 2008a, National Report on Schooling in Australia 2005: Preliminary Paper National
Benchmark Results Reading, Writing and Numeracy Years 3, 5 and 7.
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Table 4A.50

Table 4A.50 Proportion of year 3 students who achieved the writing
benchmark, 2005 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)
1 Average age (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling (e) All students students students students (f) students (f)
NSW 93.6+1.9 91.7+23 95.6+1.4 80.6 £4.9 925+1.9

1. 8 years, 9 months
2. 3 years, 7 months

Victoria (g) 97.5+0.1 97.1+0.1 98.2£0.0 98.6 + 0.4 99.5 + 0.1

1. 9 years, 0 months
2. 3 years, 7 months

Queensland 89.3+26 85.7+3.3 93.1+2.0 746 +5.0 88.4+23

WA

SA

1. 8 years, 4 months
2. 2 years, 8 months

86.8+1.6 82920 91.1+13 56.1+4.4 84.6+25
1. 8 years, 5 months
2. 3 years, 7 months

91.8+2.7 89.5+3.2 94.3+23 71.7+6.8 949+3.1
1. 8 years, 6 months
2. 3 years, 3 months

Tasmania 919+14 88.8+1.9 952+1.1 855+5.1 91.9+27

ACT

NT

1. 9 years, 1 month
2. 3 years, 7 months

940+ 1.4 91.8+20 96.3+1.0 87.6+11.3 92.0+1.9
1. 8 years, 10 months
2. 3 years, 6 months

735126 70.2+34 77.0+£3.0 40.3+4.3 40.4+4.2
1. 8 years, 8 months
2. 3 years, 3 months

Australia 92.8+1.6 90.7+2.0 95.1+1.3 740+ 4.7 934+15

(@)

(b)

()

(d)
(e)

(f)

(9)

The achievement percentages reported in this table include 95 per cent confidence intervals, for
example, 80.0 per cent £ 2.7 per cent).

Students who were absent or withdrawn from testing are not classified as assessed students and are
not included in the benchmark calculations. The proportion of absent and withdrawn students varies
across jurisdictions, as shown in table 4A.55. Readers are urged to be cautious when comparing results.

Some movements in the results over time might have occurred because of State/Territory equating
processes, and may not reflect actual improvements in student performance.

The typical average age of students at the time of testing, expressed in years and months.

The typical average time students had spent in schooling at the time of testing, expressed in years and
months.

The methods used to identify Indigenous students with a language background other than English
(LBOTE) varied between jurisdictions, as outlined in the explanatory notes.

Victoria has advised that the increase in 2005 (and 2004) in the percentage of students reaching the
Writing benchmark in Victoria was due to changes in the marking instructions.
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Table 4A.50

Table 4A.50 Proportion of year 3 students who achieved the writing
benchmark, 2005 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)
1 Average age (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling (e) All students students students students (f) students (f)

Source: MCEETYA 2008a, National Report on Schooling in Australia 2005: Preliminary Paper National
Benchmark Results Reading, Writing and Numeracy Years 3, 5 and 7.
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Table 4A.51

Table 4A.51 Proportion of year 5 students who achieved the writing benchmark,
2005 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)

1 Average age (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE

2 Years of schooling (e) All students students students students (f) students (f)

NSW 94.3+1.9 926+24 96.0+1.4 81.5+55 93.0+1.9

1. 10yrs 9mths
2. 5yrs 7mths

Victoria (g) 97.4+0.1 96.7£0.1 98.4 £0.1 95.8+1.6 99.0 £ 0.1

1. 10yrs 11mths
2. 5yrs 7mths

Queensland 92015 89.3+1.9 948+1.1 79.0+34 889+15

WA

SA

1. 10yrs 4mths
2. 4yrs 8mths

86.8+1.7 83.1+22 90.6 +1.3 56.4 +4.0 85.7+2.0
1. 10yrs 2mths
2. 4yrs 8mths

92.1+1.4 89.8+1.8 946+1.1 73.2+4.38 93.7+1.8
1. 10yrs 6mths
2. 5yrs 3mths

Tasmania 90.1+14 86.4+19 940+13 82.0+£4.3 87.0+£29

ACT

NT

1. 11yrs 1mth
2. 5yrs 7mths

92.6+2.3 90.5+29 949+1.9 80.4+9.9 91.0+3.1
1. 10yrs 10mths
2. 5yrs 6mths

724 +£23 69.4+3.2 75.8+25 36.1+3.7 355+3.8
1. 10yrs 8mths
2. 5yrs 3mths

Australia 93.3+1.3 91.3+1.7 95.4+1.0 743+4.3 93.1+1.4

(@)

(b)

()

(d)
()

(f)

(9)

The achievement percentages reported in this table include 95 per cent confidence intervals, for
example, 80 per cent = 2.7 per cent.

Students who were absent or withdrawn from testing are not classifed as assessed students and are not
included in the benchmark calculations. The proportion of absent and withdrawn students varies
considerably across juridictions as shown in table 4A.55. Readers are urged to be cautious when
comparing results.

Some of the movements in the results over time may have occurred because of State/Territory equating
processes, and may not reflect actual improvements in student performance.

The typical average age of students at the time of testing, expressed in years and months.

The typical average time that students had spent in schooling at the time of testing, expressed in years
and months.

The methods used to identify Indigenous students and language background other than English
(LBOTE) students varied across jurisdictions, as outlined in the explanatory notes.

Victoria has advised that the increase in 2005 (and 2004) in the percentage of students reaching the
Writing benchmark in Victoria was due to changes in the marking instructions.
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Table 4A.51

Table 4A.51 Proportion of year 5 students who achieved the writing benchmark,
2005 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)

1 Average age (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE

2 Years of schooling (e) All students students students students (f) students (f)

Source: MCEETYA 2008a, National Report on Schooling in Australia 2005: Preliminary Paper National
Benchmark Results Reading, Writing and Numeracy Years 3, 5 and 7.
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Table 4A.52

Table 4A.52 Proportion of year 7 students who achieved the writing benchmark,

2005 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)

1 Average age (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling (e) All students students students students (f) students (f)
NSW 92.1+2.2 89.3+2.9 95.0+1.6 75.3+5.6 92.1+24

1. 12yrs 4mths

2. 7yrs 2mths

Victoria (g) 94.7+05 92.1+0.8 97.4+0.3 83.9+3.6 95.7 £ 0.6

1. 13yrs Omths
2. 7yrs 7Tmths

Queensland 95.0+ 0.6 93.1+0.9 97.1+04 83.8+21 92.1+0.9

1. 12yrs 8mths
2. 6yrs 8mths

WA 87.7+1.6 83.7+2.0 919+1.2 56.7+4.9 86.3+2.1
1. 12yrs 2mths
2. 6yrs 7mths

SA 87.7+29 84.1+£3.6 91.5+2.2 60.3+6.3 85.8+3.2
1. 12yrs 6mths
2. 7yrs 3mths

Tasmania 83.6+22 77429 89.8+1.8 74.6 £5.5 76.5+£5.2
1. 13yrs 1mth
2. 7yrs 7mths

ACT 92.1+2.7 89.5+3.6 949+ 2.0 78.9+12.7 89.6 +4.0
1. 12yrs 10mths
2. 7yrs 6mths

NT 726 +2.0 67.3+2.9 78.0+2.6 34.6+3.6 32.2+3.9
1. 12yrs 8mths
2. 7yrs 3mths

Australia 922+1.5 89.3+2.0 952+1.1 72.3+4.3 91.6+1.8

(@)

(b)

(©)

(d)
()

(f)

(9)

The achievement percentages reported in this table include 95 per cent confidence intervals, for
example, 80 per cent = 2.7 per cent.

Students who were absent or withdrawn from testing are not classifed as assessed students and are not
included in the benchmark calculations. The proportion of absent and withdrawn students varies
considerably across juridictions as shown in table 4A.55. Readers are urged to be cautious when
comparing results.

Some of the movements in the results over time may have occurred because of State/Terriotory
equating processes, and may not reflect actual improvements in student performance.

The typical average age of students at the time of testing, expressed in years and months.

The typical average time that students had spent in schooling at the time of testing, expressed in years
and months.

The methods used to identify Indigenous students and language background other than English
(LBOTE) students varied across jurisdictions.

Victoria has advised that the increase in 2005 (and 2004) in the percentage of students reaching the
Writing benchmark in Victoria was due to changes in the marking instructions.
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Table 4A.52

Table 4A.52 Proportion of year 7 students who achieved the writing benchmark,
2005 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)

1 Average age (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling (e) All students students students students (f) students (f)

Source: MCEETYA 2008a, National Report on Schooling in Australia 2005: Preliminary Paper National
Benchmark Results Reading, Writing and Numeracy Years 3, 5 and 7.
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Table 4A.56

Table 4A.56 Proportion of year 3 students who achieved the numeracy
benchmark, 2005 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)
1 Average age (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling (e) All students students students students (f) students (f)
NSW 95.4+0.9 949+1.0 95.9+0.9 87.6+2.6 94.2+1.0

1. 8 years, 9 months
2. 3 years, 7 months

Victoria 95.5+0.6 95.1+0.6 96.1 +0.6 91.8+3.0 97.3+0.7
1. 9 years, 0 months
2. 3 years, 7 months

Queensland 92.7+1.4 92.1+1.4 934+15 78.9+3.9 89.5+1.8
1. 8 years, 4 months
2. 2 years, 8 months

WA 90.2+2.0 89.6+2.1 91.0+21 64.8+5.7 86.6 + 3.0
1. 8 years, 5 months
2. 3 years, 7 months

SA 92.6 +0.9 91.7+0.9 934+1.0 745+4.1 954+1.6
1. 8 years, 6 months
2. 3 years, 3 months

Tasmania 91.2+20 90.0+2.2 925+2.0 82451 86.8+4.1
1. 9 years, 1 month
2. 3 years, 7 months

ACT 946+1.2 935+1.4 95.7+1.2 92.8+6.5 91.8+1.9
1. 8 years, 10 months
2. 3 years, 6 months

NT 86.2+25 85.5+29 87.2+28 68.0 + 5.6 66.7 5.5
1. 8 years, 8 months
2. 3 years, 3 months

Australia 941+11 935+1.1 947+1.1 80.4 +3.8 94.0+1.2

(a) The achievement percentages reported in this table include 95 per cent confidence intervals, for
example, 80.0 per cent £ 2.7 per cent).

(b) Students who were absent or withdrawn from testing were not classified as assessed students and are
not included in the benchmark calculations. The proportion of absent and withdrawn students varies
across jurisdictions, as shown in table 4A.61. Readers are urged to be cautious when comparing
results.

(c) Some movements in the results over time might have occurred because of State/Territory equating
processes, and may not reflect actual improvements in student performance.

(d) The typical average age of students at the time of testing, expressed in years and months.

(e) The typical average time students had spent in schooling at the time of testing, expressed in years and
months.

() The methods used to identify Indigenous students with a language background other than English
(LBOTE) varied between jurisdictions, as outlined in the explanatory notes.

Source: MCEETYA 2008a, National Report on Schooling in Australia 2005: Preliminary Paper National
Benchmark Results Reading, Writing and Numeracy Years 3, 5 and 7.
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Table 4A.57

Table 4A.57 Proportion of year 5 students who achieved the numeracy
benchmark, 2005 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)
1 Average age (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling (e) All students students students students (f) students (f)
NSW 91.7+1.1 91.1+1.1 92.3+1.1 75.4+3.1 90.1+1.2

1. 10yrs 9mths
2. 5yrs 7mths

Victoria 95.4+0.7 948+ 0.7 96.1+0.7 89.5+3.3 96.3+0.9
1. 10yrs 11mths
2. 5yrs 7mths

Queensland 88.1+1.9 88.0+1.9 88.4+2.0 65.8 + 4.3 84.0+2.3
1. 10yrs 4mths
2. 4yrs 8mths

WA 85.9+1.38 86.4+1.8 85.4+20 51.6+4.7 83.4+24
1. 10yrs 2mths
2. 4yrs 8mths

SA 90.1+1.3 90.5+1.3 89.7+15 69.8+5.2 89.1+20
1. 10yrs 6mths
2. 5yrs 3mths

Tasmania 89.1+15 89.1+1.6 89.1+1.7 78.7+4.8 84.0+3.7
1. 11yrs 1mth
2. 5yrs 7mths

ACT 93.2+1.2 929+1.4 934+15 81.4+8.2 91.7+19
1. 10yrs 10mths
2. 5yrs 6mths

NT 69.6+24 69.8+2.9 69.4+29 35.1+3.6 35.2+3.6
1. 10yrs 8mths
2. 5yrs 3mths

Australia 90.8+1.3 90.5+1.3 91.2+1.4 66.5+ 3.9 90.0+ 1.4

(a) The achievement percentages reported in this table include 95 per cent confidence intervals, for
example, 80 per cent = 2.7 per cent.

(b) Students who were absent or withdrawn from testing are not classifed as assessed students and are
not included in the benchmark calculations. The proportion of absent and withdrawn students varies
considerably across juridictions as shown in table 4A.61. Readers are urged to be cautious when
comparing results.

(c) Some of the movements in the results over time may have occurred because of State/Territory
equating processes, and may not reflect actual improvements in student performance.
(d) The typical average age of students at the time of testing, expressed in years and months.

(e) The typical average time that students had spent in schooling at the time of testing, expressed in years
and months.

() The methods used to identify Indigenous students and language background other than English
(LBOTE) students varied across jurisdictions.

Source: MCEETYA 2008a, National Report on Schooling in Australia 2005: Preliminary Paper National
Benchmark Results Reading, Writing and Numeracy Years 3, 5 and 7.
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Table 4A.58

Table 4A.58 Proportion of year 7 students who achieved the numeracy
benchmark, 2005 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)
1 Average age (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling (e) All students students students students (f) students (f)
NSW (g) 75.8+1.1 75.7+1.2 75912 445+ 23 75.2+1.2

1. 12yrs 6mths
2. 7yrs 4mths

Victoria 86.9+0.6 86.6 £ 0.6 87.3+0.8 66.5 + 4.5 85.9+0.9
1. 13yrs Omths
2. 7yrs 7mths

Queensland 83.2+0.6 82.7+0.7 83.9+0.7 545+2.4 79.8+1.6
1. 12yrs 4mths
2. 6yrs 8mths

WA 84.3+0.8 84.9+0.8 83.6+1.0 46.8+2.9 81.8+1.6
1. 12yrs 2mths
2. 6yrs 7mths

SA 85.7+1.2 86.6 £ 1.2 84.9+1.3 55.8+5.3 825+19
1. 12yrs 6mths
2. 7yrs 3mths

Tasmania 805+1.2 804+1.6 805+1.7 66.4+4.9 75.4+5.8
1. 13yrs 1mth
2. 7yrs 7Tmths

ACT 88.1+1.2 88.0+15 88.3+1.8 62.6 +11.4 84.4+26
1. 12yrs 10mths
2. 7yrs 6mths

NT 64.8+2.0 62.7+£2.8 66.9 £ 2.6 24.9+3.3 24.8+3.2
1. 12yrs 8mths
2. 7yrs 3mths

Australia 81.8+0.9 81.6+0.9 82.0 1.0 48.8+29 78.8 £1.3

(&) The achievement percentages reported in this table include 95 per cent confidence intervals, for
example, 80 per cent = 2.7 per cent.

(b) Students who were absent or withdrawn from testing are not classifed as assessed students and are
not included in the benchmark calculations. The proportion of absent and withdrawn students varies
considerably across juridictions as shown in table 4A.61. Readers are urged to be cautious when
comparing results.

(c) Some of the movements in the results over time may have occurred because of State/Territory
equating processes, and may not reflect actual improvements in student performance.

(d) The typical average age of students at the time of testing, expressed in years and months.

(e) The typical average time that students had spent in schooling at the time of testing, expressed in years
and months.

() The methods used to identify Indigenous students and language background other than English
(LBOTE) students varied across jurisdictions.

(@) NSW considers that the year 7 results for NSW are anomalous. The national numeracy benchmark
results show that:

REPORT ON
GOVERNMENT SCHOOL
SERVICES 2009 EDUCATION



Table 4A.58

Table 4A.58 Proportion of year 7 students who achieved the numeracy
benchmark, 2005 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)
1 Average age (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling (e) All students students students students (f) students (f)

(i) a lower proportion of year 7 students are meeting the minimum numeracy benchmark than are
meeting the reading and writing benchmarks

(i) a lower proprtion of students are meeting the numeracy benchmark in year 7 than in year 3 and year
5.

National benchmarks represent the minimum standard of performance a student must achieve to be
able to progress through his/her schooling. The national benchmark results show that NSW students in
years 3 and 5 are consistently performing at or above the national average for reading, writing and
numeracy. The NSW results for year 7 reading and writing are also fairly consistent with the national
average.

Source: MCEETYA 2008a, National Report on Schooling in Australia 2005: Preliminary Paper National
Benchmark Results Reading, Writing and Numeracy Years 3, 5 and 7.

REPORT ON
GOVERNMENT SCHOOL
SERVICES 2009 EDUCATION



NOILYONas
TO0OHOS

AoelsawinN pue Bunupn ‘Buipeay synsay rewyosuag [euoneN Jaded Areuiwnsid :S00Z elfeisny ul Buljooydss uo uoday jeuoneN ‘8002 VALIADN

600¢ SAJINGIS
ININNHIAOO
NO 140d3d

‘) pue G ‘S sIeaA
:92IN0S

‘9|qealdde 10N

‘9|qealjdde jou se pare|ngel ale uoneayissed alydelboab Jo vale ue ul SJUspNIS ou Jo Jualdiynsul  (9)

"UoITED0| |00YJS JUasaldal pue uoealISSe|D Uoned0 alydelfoas sj00yaS YALIIDN Yl U0 paseq ale elep uonedojoss (q)

‘(uad Jad 2z F1uad Jad 0°08 ‘ajdwexs o)) s[eAlalul oUapLU0I U Jad G apn|oul a|gel SIy) ul pauiodas sabejuaolad Juswanaiyoe ayl (e)

LYFver  8EFEIE TOTFTVYS 9OVF6'.G  LEFEVS €CTF8T9 ajowal AIsp
LEFVe. E€VFG8S EYTFL/9 VEFLYE 9CTFTLL TEFGe. LOTF6'88 6GF¥CS ajowsy
ZT¥66L VZF¥08 9TF¥6. LTFL€8 €TFE€E€8 80F¥e8 60F8G8 STFCeL [elouino.d
60FT€8 ZTFT88 9TF€28 TIF0.8 60F6SG8 90FS¥8 90F€/8 TIFELL ueyjodosa\
/] JesA
ZSFSYS OV FOGE OETF2€8 C6FTEY 8VFELS 8VFTED TOTFEVL ajowal AIsp
8€F06L EVFOOL 00TF.¥8 TE€EFV.8 ¥VE€FLLL L€EF908 C9%8/.8 9VF.L9L ajoway
GTFT06 9CF6€8 L'T¥.88 LTF¥68 €CF6€8 ¢C¥9/.8 80F2¢S6 <CTF.06 [elouIno.d
ZT+8'16 ZTF2€6 LTF¥868 €TF¥606 LT¥¢8 8TF068 L0FZS6 O0TFCT6 uenjodoia|
G Jes A
96¥€2. 8GFG5G9 TYT¥898 L.9F.8. 8GF0.9 GV¥89. 28FT98 ajowal AIsp
L'EFT.8 8EF868 §.F¥GG6 6CFT68 TvYFO¥8 TEF898 0.LF868 vVFvo8 ajowasy
€T¥8€6 LTFGE6 2C7F¥€06 9TFVI6 GCFV68 GTFL26 L0F9G6 CTFTG6 [elouino.d
OTF9v6 ZTIFO¥6 6TF¥26 TIFEE6 6TF6T6 ETFCE6 GOFSG6 60FSS6 ueyjodonay
€ lea A
Isny IN 1ov sel VS VM PIO N MSN
() (a) ‘(e)
(1uao Jad) gooz ‘uoneosojoab Ag ‘Mrewyosuaq Adelawnu ayl Buinalyoe Sluapnis / pue G ‘e Jeak Jo uoniodoid 65V 9|qel

65V slqeL



NOILYONas 600¢ SAJINGIS
TO0OHOS ININNHIAOO
NO 140d3d

‘] pue G ‘S sieaA
AoelawnN pue Bunupp ‘Buipesy synsay yrewyouag feuonep Jaded Areulwiaid 5002 eleasny ul Buljooyss uo uoday [euoneN ‘88002 VALIIDN  :92Inos

‘AlaAnoadsal sjuapnis |00Yds JUswWUIdA0B-uou pue Juswulanoh alam oym sjuapnis passasse Jo sabejuaalad ayl (q)

OSSN 8yl Wolj erep uo paseq AjaAoadsal SJuspnis JUSWUIBA0B-UOU pue JuUsWUIaA0B awn [N} Jo Jaquinu [e10] ay) Jo abejusdiad e se pale|nofed
si ainBly syl ‘e re Bunsal sy ul ayedionied 10U pIp YoIYMm Sjooyds Buipusne siuspnis 10U pue Bunssel ayl woly sisAlbases/siuared Ag umelpylm 1o Juasqe
SJUBPNIS 10U 1IN SIUBPN]IS PaldWaxXa SaPN[OUI PaSSasSe alam oym A[aAnoadsal s|ooyds Juswuianob-uou pue Juswuianob woll siuapms Jo abeiusalad ayl (e)

6'7€ v'6¢ S'6¢ T'99 90 S'0.L L'S6 €66 676 6°'€6 L'v6 6 Isny
v/lc 1°0¢ 8'0¢ 9¢.L €6.L [AlYA L'T16 €16 106 98 €68 2’88 AN
€6y ¥7'6€ 09¢ L0S 9'09 019 676 596 6°'€6 9'06 676 6°'G6 10V
9'1¢€ 6°€C 8'¢¢c 789 T9. [AVNA 0'v6 0'S6 9'v6 9'€6 6'G6 G'96 eljuewse |
9¢ce 6°0€ 6'T€ A 169 189 0°'S6 €66 8'G6 €86 5’86 0'86 VS
8'8¢ 6°L¢C o'Te A VA T¢L 069 6'G6 G'G6 7'E6 L'E6 G'E6 €'€6 VM
§/C €9z Y14 S¢L L€l €. 1.6 1,6 8'96 1,6 [AVAG) 2’16 puejsusanQ
L0v 0¢ce 2'1e €69 089 889 6'v6 6'€6 2'€6 6°06 L'T6 q'T6 BLI0IA
VA 6°6¢C €0¢ 929 T0L L'69 196 G'G6 G'G6 7'€6 8'v6 Tv6 MSN
/L JeaN GJIeaA g€ IeaA /JeaA GlIeaA £ IesaA /L Jea\ GJIeaA g€ JIeaA /L Jea\ GIeaA g£IeaA
(q) swepnis (q) swepms (e) swapnis (e) swapnis
|00YJS Juswulanob-uoN [00YJS JUSWUIBA0D) [00Y2S Juswulanoh-uou |00YoSs Juswuianoh
SJUSPNIS PaSSasSy passassy passassy
(1uao 1ad) googz ‘10108s |[ooyas Aq Bunsel Aoesawnu ul uonedionied 09'Vv 9|qel

09'VY slqe L



NOILYONas
TO0OHOS

AoelawnN pue Bunupy ‘Buipesy s)nsay Mrewyouag [euoneN Jaded Areuiwn@id 5002 eleasny ul Buljooyss uo uoday [euoneN ‘88002 VALIIDW

600¢ SAJINGIS
ININNHIAOO
NO 140d3d

") pue G ‘S SIeaA

.92IN0S

"00T 01 Buippe 10u | N Jo} sabeiuasiad ulJnsal Aew Siy] |oA3] Jeak 1e 10U ‘2T pue QT ‘8 Sabe palsa)l ase SJUspn]s ‘'s|ooyds 910Wal U] "S|ooyds
ueqin ul 2 pue ‘G ‘s Jeak Je palsa)l ale suapnis ‘1N 8yl u| ‘sares uonedionied ay) Jo UoIeINJ[LD Ul SJUSPNIS JO Jaguinu 210l 8yl 1o} pasn uaaq aAey sainbl OSSN (9)

"suonaipsun( ssoioe

palieA pasliobales Jo/pue pPalds|jod Sem uohewIoUl JUSpnIS 31097 pue snouabipu] yoiym ul sAem oyoads ay| ‘swelboid Bunsal Jueas|as ayy ul paredionred
OYM SJUBPNIS JuswuIdA0B-uou pue DSSN 8yl WoJu) elep uo paseq Sjuapnis juswulanob awn [jny Jo Jaqwinu [elol ay) jo abejuadlad e se pajenojed ase pue
suapnls paldwaxa apnjoul sluapnis 310491 pue snouabipu) Jo sabejuaaiad ayl "Ajpandadsal sjuspnis 31097 pue snouabipu] passasse Jo abejuaalad ayl (q)

‘'swelbolid Bunsa) Jueas|al ayy ul paredionied oym sjuapnis Juswuldanob
-uou ayl yum Jayiabol ‘erep DSSN UO paseq sluapnis Juawuianob awin [N} Jo Jaguinu [e101 8yl Jo abejuadlad e se paje|nodjed Si SJUspnis ‘UMBIPYIIM 1O Juasge
pue ‘paydwaxa Jo abejuadlad ay ‘suoneNdfed ylewyouaq ayl Ul papnjoul Jou ale SJUapnis UMeBIPYIM pue Juasqy "Jewysuaq ay) Buinaiyoe jou se pauodal
ale sjuapnis pardwax3 "welboid Bunsal syl wolj ‘sianibares/siuaied Ag umelpylim alam oym Jo Juasge pue ‘paldwaxa alam oym sluapnis Jo abejuaalad ayl ()

9’76 676 976 ¢'LT 6°LT 68T v eV v 9SG s V'S TT ST L'T sny
8'/8 8'68 7’88 L'vZ 9/¢ L'9¢ L'6¢ T1€ 0'1€ 0'6 T'6 L6 L0 1 L0 () IN
L'C6 G'G6 2’66 6°€ET 76T 00¢ 91T T¢ 6T €L S 8V VT 2'¢ €¢ 10V
L'€6 L'S6 1°96 6'¢ Sy 67 T9 99 99 €9 e 6'¢ L0 0T 80 eluewse|
2'L6 G'/6 €6 T1T 1T T1T 8¢ 6°¢ o€ 8¢ G'¢ L¢C L¢C 8¢ [ VS
€16 Tv6 €'e6 9'8 9'6 9'8 A ¥'S 6'S LS 6'S L9 90 L0 L0 VM
1,6 rAVAS) WA €9 89 A T9 99 g9 6°¢ L¢C 6°¢ 0¢ 0¢ 0¢ puejsuaanQ
L'T6 ¥'Z6 0'¢6 v'1e Tee 8¢c 80 60 60 €8 9/ 0'8 60 0¢ [A4 BLIOJIA
V6 0°'S6 Sv6 6°G¢ €9¢ 9°/¢ ev ev v 9SG 0's g'S L0 60 0T MSN
)/ Jeda\ GIeaA € Jeaj )/ JeaA GIeaA € IesA ]/ Jeap\ GIeaA ¢ lea\ ]/ Jea\ GIeaA £ Iesa\ ]/ Jea\ GIeaA ¢ Iea\
sjuapnIs ||Iv (q) swapnms 310491 (q) swapns snouabipu| (®) umelpyim lo asqe (e) pardwaxa
SJUSPNIS PISSaSSyY sjuapns sjuapnms
(1ua2 Jad) 500z ‘bunsal Aoesawnu ul dnoub Alinba Aq uonredionued pue saouasqe ‘suondwaxy T9'v{ d|qel

1oV slqeL



Table 4A.62

Table 4A.62 Proportion of year 3 students who achieved the reading
benchmark, 2006 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)
1 Average age (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling (e) All students students students students (f) students (f)
NSW 93.1+1.7 91.2+22 95.2+1.2 81.6+43 93.0+1.7

1. 8 years, 9 months
2. 3 years, 7 months

Victoria 91.5+2.0 89.3+x24 93.8+1.6 815+5.1 90.1+22
1. 9 years, 0 months
2. 3 years, 7 months

Queensland 945+1.3 93.3+1.6 96.1+1.0 88.5+3.3 90.6+1.4
1. 8 years, 4 months
2. 2 years, 8 months

WA 94.0+1.6 93.0+1.9 95.1+14 75.7+5.38 926 1.7
1. 8 years, 6 months
2. 3 years, 7 months

SA 93.1+1.38 916+2.1 945+1.6 75.2+6.3 92.2+25
1. 8 years, 6 months
2. 3 years, 3 months

Tasmania 941+13 925+1.38 958+1.2 88.5+35 89.9+23
1. 9 years, 1 month
2. 3 years, 7 months

ACT 96.4+0.8 95.7+1.0 97.1+0.7 90.7+6.1 93.7+1.2
1. 8 years, 10 months
2. 3 years, 6 months

NT 70.8+2.6 69.5+3.3 72.2+3.0 39.6+4.0 40.3+4.0
1. 8 years, 8 months
2. 3 years, 3 months

Australia 93.0+1.7 91.3+2.0 948+ 1.3 79.7+4.3 91.0+1.9

(&) The achievement percentages reported in this table include 95 per cent confidence intervals (for
example, 80.0 per cent £ 2.7 per cent).

(b) Students who were absent or withdrawn from testing are not classified as assessed students and are
not included in the benchmark calculations. The proportion of absent and withdrawn students varies
across jurisdictions, as shown in table 4A.67. Readers are urged to be cautious when comparing results.

(c) Revised definitions and standards for the collection and reporting of student socioeconomic background
information (sex, Indigenous status, socioeconomic background and language background) were
introduced in 2005 through the school enrolment processes for all schools to ensure greater national
consistency in reporting against characteristics from 2006.

(d) The typical average age of students at the time of testing, expressed in years and months.

(e) The typical average time students had spent in schooling at the time of testing, expressed in years and
months.

() The methods used to identify Indigenous students and students with a LBOTE varied across
jurisdictions.
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Table 4A.62

Table 4A.62 Proportion of year 3 students who achieved the reading
benchmark, 2006 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)
1 Average age (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling (e) All students students students students (f) students (f)

Source: MCEETYA 2008a, National Report on Schooling in Australia 2006: Preliminary Paper National
Benchmark Results Reading, Writing and Numeracy Years 3,5 and 7.
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Table 4A.63

Table 4A.63 Proportion of year 5 students who achieved the reading
benchmark, 2006 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)
1 Average age (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling (e) All students students students students (f) students (f)
NSW 90.3+1.1 87.9+13 92.8+1.0 73.6 £ 3.0 89.4+1.3

1. 10yrs 9mths
2. 5yrs 7mths

Victoria 899+14 87.7+1.7 92.1+1.2 69.7 £ 4.9 87.6+1.7
1. 11yrs Omths
2. 5yrs 7mths

Queensland 81.2+31 785+34 84.3+2.8 60.7 £ 5.7 775+35
1. 10yrs 4mths
2. 4yrs 8mths

WA 926+14 91.1+1.6 941+1.2 70.8+4.9 93.0+15
1. 10yrs 2mths
2. 4yrs 8mths

SA 88.0+14 85.4+1.7 90.8+1.3 58.8+5.0 87.1+22
1. 10yrs 6mths
2. 5yrs 3mths

Tasmania 94.1+1.0 92.6+1.3 95.6+1.2 90.3+34 89.1+26
1. 11yrs Imths
2. 5yrs 7mths

ACT 95.6 £ 0.6 942+1.1 96.9+0.7 89.7+6.4 92.8+1.6
1. 10yrs 10mths
2. 5yrs 6mths

NT 745120 71.7+28 776126 39.7+3.8 38.5+3.7
1. 10yrs 8mths
2. 5yrs 3mths

Australia 88.4+ 1.6 86.0+ 1.9 90.8+ 1.5 66.3+ 4.4 87.2+1.7

(&) The achievement percentages reported in this table include 95 per cent confidence intervals (for
example, 80.0 per cent £ 2.7 per cent).

(b) Students who were absent or withdrawn from testing are not classified as assessed students and are
not included in the benchmark calculations. The proportion of absent and withdrawn students varies
across jurisdictions, as shown in table 4A.67. Readers are urged to be cautious when comparing results.

(c) Revised definitions and standards for the collection and reporting of student socioeconomic background
information (sex, Indigenous status, socioeconomic background and language background) were
introduced in 2005 through the school enrolment processes for all schools to ensure greater national
consistency in reporting against characteristics from 2006.

(d) The typical average age of students at the time of testing, expressed in years and months.

(e) The typical average time students had spent in schooling at the time of testing, expressed in years and
months.

() The methods used to identify Indigenous students and students with a LBOTE varied across
jurisdictions.
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Table 4A.63

Table 4A.63 Proportion of year 5 students who achieved the reading
benchmark, 2006 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)
1 Average age (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling (e) All students students students students (f) students (f)

Source: MCEETYA 2008a, National Report on Schooling in Australia 2006: Preliminary Paper National
Benchmark Results Reading, Writing and Numeracy Years 3,5 and 7.
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Table 4A.64

Table 4A.64 Proportion of year 7 students who achieved the reading
benchmark, 2006 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)
1 Average age (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling (e) All students students students students (f) students (f)
NSW 88.4+0.9 86.0+1.0 90.9+0.8 68.4+2.4 85.7+1.2

1. 12yrs 4mths
2. 7yrs 2mths

Victoria 94.9+0.5 93.6 £ 0.6 96.2+£0.5 80.7£3.8 93.2+0.8
1. 13yrs Omths
2. 7yrs 7mths

Queensland 85.6+1.0 84.2+1.1 87.2+1.0 63.6 £2.7 819+16
1. 12yrs 4mths
2. 6yrs 8mths

WA 84.4+0.8 81.4+1.0 87.7+0.9 47.0+3.1 83.8+1.38
1. 12yrs 2mths
2. 6yrs 7mths

SA 93.3+04 91.7+0.6 949+0.4 71437 874111
1. 12yrs 6mths
2. 7yrs 3mths

Tasmania 865+1.1 84215 89.0+14 72247 83.4+4.2
1. 13yrs 1mths
2. 7yrs 7mths

ACT 94.2+0.9 925+1.4 95.8+1.2 76.4 +10.2 922+21
1. 12yrs 10mths
2. 7yrs 6mths

NT 723120 70.4+28 74.1+2.38 38.6 £3.7 36.4+3.8
1. 12yrs 8mths
2. 7yrs 3mths

Australia 89.2+0.8 87.2+1.0 91.2+0.8 63.2 £ 3.0 87.0+1.2

(&) The achievement percentages reported in this table include 95 per cent confidence intervals (for
example, 80.0 per cent £ 2.7 per cent).

(b) Students who were absent or withdrawn from testing are not classified as assessed students and are
not included in the benchmark calculations. The proportion of absent and withdrawn students varies
across jurisdictions, as shown in table 4A.67. Readers are urged to be cautious when comparing results.

(c) Revised definitions and standards for the collection and reporting of student socioeconomic background
information (sex, Indigenous status, socioeconomic background and language background) were
introduced in 2005 through the school enrolment processes for all schools to ensure greater national
consistency in reporting against characteristics from 2006.

(d) The typical average age of students at the time of testing, expressed in years and months.

(e) The typical average time students had spent in schooling at the time of testing, expressed in years and
months.

() The methods used to identify Indigenous students and students with a LBOTE varied across
jurisdictions.
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Table 4A.64

Table 4A.64 Proportion of year 7 students who achieved the reading
benchmark, 2006 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)
1 Average age (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling (e) All students students students students (f) students (f)

Source: MCEETYA 2008a, National Report on Schooling in Australia 2006: Preliminary Paper National
Benchmark Results Reading, Writing and Numeracy Years 3,5 and 7.
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Table 4A.68

Table 4A.68 Proportion of year 3 students who achieved the writing
benchmark, 2006 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)
1 Average age (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling (e) All students students students students (f) students (f)
NSW 93.8+1.9 92.0+2.4 95.6+1.4 80.8+5.0 935+1.9

1. 8 years, 9 months
2. 3 years, 7 months

Victoria 96.6 + 0.5 95.2+0.8 98.0+0.3 91.8+29 96.1+0.5
1. 9 years, 0 months
2. 3 years, 7 months

Queensland 95.3+0.6 93.9+0.8 97.3+04 89.7+2.0 92.2+0.7
1. 8 years, 4 months
2. 2 years, 8 months

WA 90.2+1.4 87.0+1.38 935+1.1 63.1+4.2 89.2+1.6
1. 8 years, 6 months
2. 3 years, 7 months

SA 92.2+24 89.6 + 3.0 94.8+1.8 71.1+6.6 90.2+3.0
1. 8 years, 6 months
2. 3 years, 3 months

Tasmania 90.8+1.6 87.0+x22 94.7+1.3 83.6+4.3 86.7 +3.0
1. 9 years, 1 month
2. 3 years, 7 months

ACT 93.8+1.8 919+24 95.7+1.6 85.4+7.4 90.9+24
1. 8 years, 10 months
2. 3 years, 6 months

NT 66.6 + 3.6 62.7+4.0 70.7+4.3 335+47 351+47
1. 8 years, 8 months
2. 3 years, 3 months

Australia 939+1.3 92.0+1.7 96.0+ 1.0 77.9+3.8 92.7+15

(&) The achievement percentages reported in this table include 95 per cent confidence intervals (for
example, 80.0 per cent £ 2.7 per cent).

(b) Students who were absent or withdrawn from testing are not classified as assessed students and are
not included in the benchmark calculations. The proportion of absent and withdrawn students varies
across jurisdictions, as shown in table 4A.73. Readers are urged to be cautious when comparing results.

(c) Revised definitions and standards for the collection and reporting of student socioeconomic background
information (sex, Indigenous status, socioeconomic background and language background) were
introduced in 2005 through the school enrolment processes for all schools to ensure greater national
consistency in reporting against characteristics from 2006.

(d) The typical average age of students at the time of testing, expressed in years and months.

(e) The typical average time students had spent in schooling at the time of testing, expressed in years and
months.

() The methods used to identify Indigenous students and students with a LBOTE varied across
jurisdictions.
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Table 4A.68

Table 4A.68 Proportion of year 3 students who achieved the writing
benchmark, 2006 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)
1 Average age (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling (e) All students students students students (f) students (f)

Source: MCEETYA 2008a, National Report on Schooling in Australia 2006: Preliminary Paper National
Benchmark Results Reading, Writing and Numeracy Years 3,5 and 7.

REPORT ON
GOVERNMENT SCHOOL
SERVICES 2009 EDUCATION



Table 4A.69

Table 4A.69 Proportion of year 5 students who achieved the writing
benchmark, 2006 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)
1 Average age (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling (e) All students students students students (f) students (f)
NSW 93.9+2.0 92.1+25 95.8+1.4 80.7+5.8 93.3+2.0

1. 10yrs 9mths
2. 5yrs 7mths

Victoria 97.6+0.1 96.7 £ 0.2 98.6 £0.1 935+1.7 97.0+£0.2
1. 11yrs Omths
2. 5yrs 7mths

Queensland 96.0+0.4 94.8 £ 0.6 97.6+0.2 90.8+15 93.4+05
1. 10yrs 4mths
2. 4yrs 8mths

WA 84.7+2.3 79.8+2.38 89.8+1.38 53.0+4.8 87.0+22
1. 10yrs 2mths
2. 4yrs 8mths

SA 92.7+2.8 90.6 £ 3.6 949+19 75.6+7.7 94.7+25
1. 10yrs 6mths
2. 5yrs 3mths

Tasmania 875+1.8 82724 925+1.6 79.0x4.7 83.7+3.7
1. 11yrs Imths
2. 5yrs 7mths

ACT 955+1.2 94.4+1.8 96.6 £ 0.9 85.8+8.1 933117
1. 10yrs 10mths
2. 5yrs 6mths

NT 66.1+3.1 61.6 +3.8 71.0+3.6 295+4.1 30.6 £3.9
1. 10yrs 8mths
2. 5yrs 3mths

Australia 93.8+1.3 91.9+1.7 95.8 £ 0.9 77.0+4.0 93.0+1.4

(&) The achievement percentages reported in this table include 95 per cent confidence intervals (for
example, 80.0 per cent £ 2.7 per cent).

(b) Students who were absent or withdrawn from testing are not classified as assessed students and are
not included in the benchmark calculations. The proportion of absent and withdrawn students varies
across jurisdictions, as shown in table 4A.73. Readers are urged to be cautious when comparing
results.

(c) Revised definitions and standards for the collection and reporting of student socioeconomic
background information (sex, Indigenous status, socioeconomic background and language
background) were introduced in 2005 through the school enrolment processes for all schools to ensure
greater national consistency in reporting against characteristics from 2006.

(d) The typical average age of students at the time of testing, expressed in years and months.

(e) The typical average time students had spent in schooling at the time of testing, expressed in years and
months.

() The methods used to identify Indigenous students and students with a LBOTE varied across
jurisdictions.
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Table 4A.69

Table 4A.69 Proportion of year 5 students who achieved the writing
benchmark, 2006 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)
1 Average age (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling (e) All students students students students (f) students (f)

Source: MCEETYA 2008a, National Report on Schooling in Australia 2006: Preliminary Paper National
Benchmark Results Reading, Writing and Numeracy Years 3,5 and 7.
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Table 4A.70

Table 4A.70 Proportion of year 7 students who achieved the writing benchmark,

2006 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)

1 Average age (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling (e) All students students students students (f) students (f)
NSW 93.0+2.1 90.4+238 95.7+1.4 77.5+54 92.0+2.4

1. 12yrs 4mths
2. 7yrs 2mths

Victoria 95.4+05 93.2+0.8 97.7+0.3 83.3+3.9 95.3+0.6

1. 13yrs Omths
2. 7yrs 7Tmths

Queensland 96.0+0.3 94.8+0.4 97.5+0.2 88.6+1.3 93.8+0.6

1. 12yrs 4mths
2. 6yrs 8mths

WA 85.5+1.6 80.4+2.0 90.9+1.2 542 +3.7 87.5+1.9
1. 12yrs 2mths
2. 6yrs 7mths

SA 87.7+5.0 835+£6.3 92.1 +3.7 59.3+£10.2 84.0+44
1. 12yrs 6mths
2. 7yrs 3mths

Tasmania 81.7+2.0 755127 88.4+17 69.4+54 77.2+5.2
1. 13yrs 1mths
2. 7yrs 7mths

ACT 91.4+29 87541 95.1+2.0 75.6 £ 10.6 90.3+3.7
1. 12yrs 10mths
2. 7yrs 6mths

NT 61.6 +2.7 56.0+ 3.4 67.4+3.1 259+35 26.1+3.7
1. 12yrs 8mths
2. 7yrs 3mths

Australia 92.4+1.5 89.8 + 2.0 953+ 1.1 73.8+3.9 91.4+1.8

(@)

(b)

(©)

(d)
()

(f)

The achievement percentages reported in this table include 95 per cent confidence intervals (for
example, 80.0 per cent £ 2.7 per cent).

Students who were absent or withdrawn from testing are not classified as assessed students and are not
included in the benchmark calculations. The proportion of absent and withdrawn students varies across
jurisdictions, as shown in table 4A.73. Readers are urged to be cautious when comparing results.

Revised definitions and standards for the collection and reporting of student socioeconomic background
information (sex, Indigenous status, socioeconomic background and language background) were
introduced in 2005 through the school enrolment processes for all schools to ensure greater national
consistency in reporting against characteristics from 2006.

The typical average age of students at the time of testing, expressed in years and months.

The typical average time students had spent in schooling at the time of testing, expressed in years and
months.

The methods used to identify Indigenous students and students with a LBOTE varied across jurisdictions.
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Table 4A.70

Table 4A.70 Proportion of year 7 students who achieved the writing benchmark,
2006 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)

1 Average age (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling (e) All students students students students (f) students (f)

Source: MCEETYA 2008a, National Report on Schooling in Australia 2006: Preliminary Paper National
Benchmark Results Reading, Writing and Numeracy Years 3,5 and 7.
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Table 4A.74

Table 4A.74 Proportion of year 3 students who achieved the numeracy
benchmark, 2006 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)
1 Average age (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling (e) All students students students students (f) students (f)
NSW 95.8+0.8 95.4+0.9 96.2+0.8 88.1+27 949+1.0

1. 8 years, 9 months
2. 3 years, 7 months

Victoria 95.9+0.7 95.2+0.7 96.6 £ 0.7 90.7+2.8 94.7£0.8
1. 9 years, 0 months
2. 3 years, 7 months

Queensland 88.9+23 88.7+22 89.4+23 72.1+4.9 84.4+25
1. 8 years, 4 months
2. 2 years, 8 months

WA 88.4+25 87.9+26 88.9+24 59.6 £ 6.2 85.4+28
1. 8 years, 6 months
2. 3 years, 7 months

SA 915+1.3 90.8+14 922+1.4 72.8+4.6 93.8+24
1. 8 years, 6 months
2. 3 years, 3 months

Tasmania 885+1.8 87.1+21 90.0+1.8 78.7+4.7 83.2+44
1. 9 years, 1 month
2. 3 years, 7 months

ACT 94.3+1.6 93.6+1.8 95.0+1.7 82.8+9.2 92.3+23
1. 8 years, 10 months
2. 3 years, 6 months

NT 85.4+21 855+24 85.3+2.6 65.5+45 63.8+4.3
1. 8 years, 8 months
2. 3 years, 3 months

Australia 93.0+14 925+14 935+14 76.2+4.3 92.6+1.3

(&) The achievement percentages reported in this table include 95 per cent confidence intervals (for
example, 80.0 per cent £ 2.7 per cent).

(b) Students who were absent or withdrawn from testing are not classified as assessed students and are
not included in the benchmark calculations. The proportion of absent and withdrawn students varies
across jurisdictions, as shown in table 4A.79. Readers are urged to be cautious when comparing
results.

(c) Revised definitions and standards for the collection and reporting of student socioeconomic
background information (sex, Indigenous status, socioeconomic background and language
background) were introduced in 2005 through the school enrolment processes for all schools to ensure
greater national consistency in reporting against characteristics from 2006.

(d) The typical average age of students at the time of testing, expressed in years and months.

(e) The typical average time students had spent in schooling at the time of testing, expressed in years and
months.

() The methods used to identify Indigenous students and students with a LBOTE varied across
jurisdictions.
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Table 4A.74

Table 4A.74 Proportion of year 3 students who achieved the numeracy
benchmark, 2006 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)
1 Average age (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling (e) All students students students students (f) students (f)

Source: MCEETYA 2008a, National Report on Schooling in Australia 2006: Preliminary Paper National
Benchmark Results Reading, Writing and Numeracy Years 3,5 and 7.
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Table 4A.75

Table 4A.75 Proportion of year 5 students who achieved the numeracy
benchmark, 2006 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)
1 Average age (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling (e) All students students students students (f) students (f)
NSW 926+1.2 92.4+1.2 929+1.3 78.0+ 3.5 91.8+1.3

1. 10yrs 9mths
2. 5yrs 7mths

Victoria 94.9+0.9 945+0.9 95.3+0.9 84.4+43 93.7+0.9
1. 11yrs Omths
2. 5yrs 7mths

Queensland 85.4+1.6 85.2+1.6 85.7+1.7 62.8+3.4 822122
1. 10yrs 4mths
2. 4yrs 8mths

WA 86.0+15 86.0+15 86.1+1.6 529+43 86.2+1.9
1. 10yrs 2mths
2. 4yrs 7Tmths

SA 88.3+1.7 88.5+1.8 88.1+1.9 63.0+6.1 86.6 £2.7
1. 10yrs 6mths
2. 5yrs 3mths

Tasmania 88.7+15 88.0+x1.7 89.5+17 81.9+4.0 834+41
1. 11yrs Imths
2. 5yrs 7mths

ACT 93.0+14 926+ 1.6 934+15 83.0+10.9 90.9+2.3
1. 10yrs 10mths
2. 5yrs 6mths

NT 70.0+22 69.4+28 70.6£2.8 32.8+3.6 33.4+37
1. 10yrs 8mths
2. 5yrs 3mths

Australia 90.3+1.3 90.0+1.3 90.6 + 1.4 66.0 + 3.8 90.0 + 1.4

(&) The achievement percentages reported in this table include 95 per cent confidence intervals (for
example, 80.0 per cent £ 2.7 per cent).

(b) Students who were absent or withdrawn from testing are not classified as assessed students and are
not included in the benchmark calculations. The proportion of absent and withdrawn students varies
across jurisdictions, as shown in table 4A.79. Readers are urged to be cautious when comparing
results.

(c) Revised definitions and standards for the collection and reporting of student socioeconomic
background information (sex, Indigenous status, socioeconomic background and language
background) were introduced in 2005 through the school enrolment processes for all schools to ensure
greater national consistency in reporting against characteristics from 2006.

(d) The typical average age of students at the time of testing, expressed in years and months.

(e) The typical average time students had spent in schooling at the time of testing, expressed in years and
months.

() The methods used to identify Indigenous students and students with a LBOTE varied across
jurisdictions.

REPORT ON
GOVERNMENT SCHOOL
SERVICES 2009 EDUCATION



Table 4A.75

Table 4A.75 Proportion of year 5 students who achieved the numeracy
benchmark, 2006 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)
1 Average age (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling (e) All students students students students (f) students (f)

Source: MCEETYA 2008a, National Report on Schooling in Australia 2006: Preliminary Paper National
Benchmark Results Reading, Writing and Numeracy Years 3,5 and 7.
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Table 4A.76

Table 4A.76 Proportion of year 7 students who achieved the numeracy
benchmark, 2006 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)
1 Average age (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling (e) All students students students students (f) students (f)
NSW (g) 72.7+1.6 72.0+15 735138 39.8+24 70.5+1.7

1. 12yrs 6mths
2. 7yrs 4mths

Victoria 84.6 £ 0.7 84.9+0.7 84.3+0.9 60.0 £ 4.0 83.5+0.9
1. 13yrs Omths
2. 7yrs 7mths

Queensland 79.8+1.2 80.9+1.2 789+1.3 53.3+25 77.1+£21
1. 12yrs 4mths
2. 6yrs 8mths

WA 845+0.7 84.4+0.8 84.6£0.8 482+ 2.7 849+15
1. 12yrs 2mths
2. 6yrs 7mths

SA 87.3+0.8 87.0+0.9 87.7+1.0 55.4+5.0 80.7+1.8
1. 12yrs 6mths
2. 7yrs 3mths

Tasmania 804+1.2 80415 80.3+1.7 66.9 +5.1 73.2+55
1. 13yrs 1mths
2. 7yrs 7Tmths

ACT 89.5+1.2 88.4+1.7 90.5+1.8 67.2+11.3 88.1+27
1. 12yrs 10mths
2. 7yrs 6mths

NT 67.3+19 67.3+2.6 67.4+28 30.0+3.7 28.4+34
1. 12yrs 8mths
2. 7yrs 3mths

Australia 79.7+11 79.7+11 79.7+13 475+29 76.3+15

(&) The achievement percentages reported in this table include 95 per cent confidence intervals (for
example, 80.0 per cent £ 2.7 per cent).

(b) Students who were absent or withdrawn from testing are not classified as assessed students and are
not included in the benchmark calculations. The proportion of absent and withdrawn students varies
across jurisdictions, as shown in table 4A.79. Readers are urged to be cautious when comparing
results.

(c) Revised definitions and standards for the collection and reporting of student socioeconomic
background information (sex, Indigenous status, socioeconomic background and language
background) were introduced in 2005 through the school enrolment processes for all schools to ensure
greater national consistency in reporting against characteristics from 2006.

(d) The typical average age of students at the time of testing, expressed in years and months.

(e) The typical average time students had spent in schooling at the time of testing, expressed in years and
months.

() The methods used to identify Indigenous students and students with a LBOTE varied across
jurisdictions.
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Table 4A.76

Table 4A.76 Proportion of year 7 students who achieved the numeracy
benchmark, 2006 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)
1 Average age (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling (e) All students students students students (f) students (f)

() NSW considers that the year 7 results for NSW are anomalous. The national numeracy benchmark
results show that:

(i) a lower proportion of year 7 students are meeting the minimum numeracy benchmark than are
meeting the reading and writing benchmarks

(i) a lower proprtion of students are meeting the numeracy benchmark in year 7 than in year 3 and year
5. The national benchmark results show that NSW students in years 3 and 5 are consistently
performing at or above the national average for reading writing and numeracy. The NSW results for
year 7 reading and writing are also fairly consistent with the national average.

(iii) the drop in performance for NSW beyond the normal range of annual fluctuations was expected in
2006 and is attributable to the conduct of testing two months earlier, in March rather than in May.

Source: MCEETYA 2008a, National Report on Schooling in Australia 2006: Preliminary Paper National
Benchmark Results Reading, Writing and Numeracy Years 3,5 and 7.
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Table 4A.80

Table 4A.80 Proportion of year 3 students who achieved the reading
benchmark, 2007 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)
1 Average age (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling (e) All students students students students (f) students (f)
NSW 935+15 91.8+1.8 95.2+1.2 83.3+4.1 93.1+1.4

1. 8 years, 9 months
2. 3 years, 7 months

Victoria 93.6+1.8 92.0+21 953+14 86.1+4.7 92.0+2.0
1. 9 years, 0 months
2. 3 years, 7 months

Queensland 935+15 92.7+1.7 95.1+1.3 87.0+3.6 90.7+15
1. 8 years, 4 months
2. 2 years, 8 months

WA 95.0+14 94.2+1.6 959+1.2 81.0+5.0 941+14
1. 8 years, 6 months
2. 3 years, 7 months

SA 91.7+1.0 89.5+1.3 94.1+0.8 70.5+4.0 85.9+1.6
1. 8 years, 6 months
2. 3 years, 3 months

Tasmania 95.6+1.3 945+1.7 96.8+1.1 928+34 91.3+3.0
1. 9 years, 1 month
2. 3 years, 7 months

ACT 96.1+0.8 945+1.3 97.7+0.6 86.2+6.9 943+1.1
1. 8 years, 10 months
2. 3 years, 6 months

NT 728+24 71.2+3.0 744+2.8 41.0+4.1 423+43
1. 8 years, 8 months
2. 3 years, 3 months

Australia 93.4+15 92.0+1.8 95.0+1.3 80.7+4.1 916116

(&) The achievement percentages reported in this table include 95 per cent confidence intervals (for
example, 80.0 per cent £ 2.7 per cent).

(b) Students who were absent or withdrawn from testing are not classified as assessed students and are
not included in the benchmark calculations. The proportion of absent and withdrawn students varies
across jurisdictions, as shown in table 4A.85. Readers are urged to be cautious when comparing results.

(c) Some movements in the results over time might have occurred because of State/Territory equating
processes, and may not reflect actual improvements in student performance.

(d) The typical average age of students at the time of testing, expressed in years and months.

(e) The typical average time students had spent in schooling at the time of testing, expressed in years and
months.

() The methods used to identify Indigenous students and students with a LBOTE varied across
jurisdictions.

Source: MCEETYA 2008c, National Report on Schooling in Australia 2007: Preliminary Paper National
Benchmark Results Reading, Writing and Numeracy Years 3,5 and 7.
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Table 4A.81

Table 4A.81 Proportion of year 5 students who achieved the reading
benchmark, 2007 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)
1 Average age (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling (e) All students students students students (f) students (f)
NSW 92.0+1.2 90.2+1.4 93.8+1.0 77.3+3.1 90.4+1.3

1. 10yrs 9mths
2. 5yrs 7mths

Victoria 914+14 89.6+15 93.2+1.2 79.9+51 89.5+15
1. 11yrs Omths
2. 5yrs 7mths

Queensland 80.5+3.1 78.6 £3.2 83.2+3.1 59.3+4.9 78.0+£3.2
1. 10yrs 4mths
2. 4yrs 8mths

WA 93.9+0.9 92.7+1.1 95.1+1.0 71.9+48 92.1+15
1. 10yrs 4mths
2. 5yrs 7mths

SA 89.3+1.2 87.1+1.4 91.7+11 60.8+5.0 819+19
1. 10yrs 6mths
2. 5yrs 3mths

Tasmania 95.1+1.0 93.9+13 96.3+0.9 895144 90.0+3.7
1. 11yrs Imths
2. 5yrs 7mths

ACT 949+1.0 933114 96.5+0.9 83.2+9.7 93.0+1.6
1. 10yrs 10mths
2. 5yrs 6mths

NT 723121 70.0+2.8 745+27 40.3+3.5 40.7 £ 3.7
1. 10yrs 8mths
2. 5yrs 3mths

Australia 89.2+ 1.6 87.4+1.8 91.1+15 67.6 + 4.2 88.1+ 1.6

(&) The achievement percentages reported in this table include 95 per cent confidence intervals (for
example, 80.0 per cent £ 2.7 per cent).

(b) Students who were absent or withdrawn from testing are not classified as assessed students and are
not included in the benchmark calculations. The proportion of absent and withdrawn students varies
across jurisdictions, as shown in table 4A.85. Readers are urged to be cautious when comparing results.

(c) Some movements in the results over time might have occurred because of State/Territory equating
processes, and may not reflect actual improvements in student performance.

(d) The typical average age of students at the time of testing, expressed in years and months.

(e) The typical average time students had spent in schooling at the time of testing, expressed in years and
months.

() The methods used to identify Indigenous students and students with a LBOTE varied across
jurisdictions.

Source: MCEETYA 2008c, National Report on Schooling in Australia 2007: Preliminary Paper National
Benchmark Results Reading, Writing and Numeracy Years 3,5 and 7.

REPORT ON
GOVERNMENT SCHOOL
SERVICES 2009 EDUCATION



Table 4A.82

Table 4A.82 Proportion of year 7 students who achieved the reading
benchmark, 2007 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)
1 Average age (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling (e) All students students students students (f) students (f)
NSW 91.3+0.8 89.1+1.0 93.6 +0.7 75.8+2.3 90.3+1.0

1. 12yrs 4mths
2. 7yrs 2mths

Victoria 93.0+£0.7 91.6+0.8 945+0.7 79.9+43 90.7+1.0
1. 13yrs Omths
2. 7yrs 7mths

Queensland 84.2+0.9 83.2+1.0 85.9+0.9 61.5+25 775+1.8
1. 12yrs 4mths
2. 6yrs 8mths

WA 84.1+0.8 82.0+1.0 86.3+0.9 446+2.8 81.6+1.6
1. 12yrs 2mths
2. 6yrs 7mths

SA 93.7+0.4 92.2+0.6 95.2+0.4 74.3+35 89.6+1.1
1. 12yrs 6mths
2. 7yrs 3mths

Tasmania 85.7+1.3 83.3+x1.7 88.3+14 71.0+4.6 814+54
1. 13yrs 1mths
2. 7yrs 7mths

ACT 94.4+0.7 928+ 1.1 96.0+1.0 83.3+8.0 94.7+1.4
1. 12yrs 10mths
2. 7yrs 6mths

NT 68.0+2.1 65.8+2.7 70.2+2.6 31.1+3.3 29.1+34
1. 12yrs 8mths
2. 7yrs 3mths

Australia 89.3+0.8 87.6+1.0 91.2+0.8 64.7 £2.8 87.9+1.2

(&) The achievement percentages reported in this table include 95 per cent confidence intervals (for
example, 80.0 per cent £ 2.7 per cent).

(b) Students who were absent or withdrawn from testing are not classified as assessed students and are
not included in the benchmark calculations. The proportion of absent and withdrawn students varies
across jurisdictions, as shown in table 4A.85. Readers are urged to be cautious when comparing results.

(c) Some movements in the results over time might have occurred because of State/Territory equating
processes, and may not reflect actual improvements in student performance.

(d) The typical average age of students at the time of testing, expressed in years and months.

(e) The typical average time students had spent in schooling at the time of testing, expressed in years and
months.

() The methods used to identify Indigenous students and students with a LBOTE varied across
jurisdictions.

Source: MCEETYA 2008c, National Report on Schooling in Australia 2007: Preliminary Paper National
Benchmark Results Reading, Writing and Numeracy Years 3, 5 and 7.
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Table 4A.86

Table 4A.86 Proportion of year 3 students who achieved the writing
benchmark, 2007 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)
1 Average age (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling (e) All students students students students (f) students (f)
NSW 93.9+1.6 92.0+2.0 96.0+1.2 82.2+4.4 92.9+1.6

1. 8 years, 9 months
2. 3 years, 7 months

Victoria (g) 941+1.2 91.6+1.6 96.6 £ 0.8 86.1+4.2 93.7+1.0
1. 9 years, 0 months
2. 3 years, 7 months

Queensland 95.1+0.6 94.1+0.8 97.0+0.4 89.0+2.0 92.4+0.6
1. 8 years, 4 months
2. 2 years, 8 months

WA 87.4+1.9 83.9+24 91.0+15 58.7 £ 4.6 87.5+2.0
1. 8 years, 6 months
2. 3 years, 7 months

SA 91.1+25 88.3+3.3 93.9+1.8 71.7+6.5 90.5+2.8
1. 8 years, 6 months
2. 3 years, 3 months

Tasmania 89.6+1.6 859+23 93415 81.3+4.7 89.1+41
1. 9 years, 1 month
2. 3 years, 7 months

ACT 95.1+1.1 93.3+15 96.8+0.9 83.9+74 929+1.8
1. 8 years, 10 months
2. 3 years, 6 months

NT 66.6 £ 2.9 62.6 £ 3.6 705+34 31.0+£3.7 33.7+3.9
1. 8 years, 8 months
2. 3 years, 3 months

Australia 93.0+14 90.8+1.8 954+1.0 76.6 £ 3.8 91.7+15

(&) The achievement percentages reported in this table include 95 per cent confidence intervals (for
example, 80.0 per cent £ 2.7 per cent).

(b) Students who were absent or withdrawn from testing are not classified as assessed students and are
not included in the benchmark calculations. The proportion of absent and withdrawn students varies
across jurisdictions, as shown in table 4A.91. Readers are urged to be cautious when comparing results.

(c) Some movements in the results over time might have occurred because of State/Territory equating
processes, and may not reflect actual improvements in student performance.

(d) The typical average age of students at the time of testing, expressed in years and months.

(e) The typical average time students had spent in schooling at the time of testing, expressed in years and
months.

() The methods used to identify Indigenous students and students with a LBOTE varied across
jurisdictions.

(g) Victoria has advised that the increase (since 2004) in the percentage of students reaching the Writing
benchmark in Victoria was due to changes in the marking instructions. See MCEEYTA (2008c) p.6 for
further information.
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Table 4A.86

Table 4A.86 Proportion of year 3 students who achieved the writing
benchmark, 2007 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)
1 Average age (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling (e) All students students students students (f) students (f)

Source: MCEETYA 2008c, National Report on Schooling in Australia 2007: Preliminary Paper National
Benchmark Results Reading, Writing and Numeracy Years 3, 5 and 7.
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Table 4A.87

Table 4A.87 Proportion of year 5 students who achieved the writing
benchmark, 2007 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)
1 Average age (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling (e) All students students students students (f) students (f)
NSW 954+1.2 93.9+1.6 96.9+0.9 85.6 + 3.7 94.1+1.3

1. 10yrs 9mths
2. 5yrs 7mths

Victoria 96.0+0.3 944+04 97.8+0.2 89.6+2.8 95.7+0.3
1. 11yrs Omths
2. 5yrs 7mths

Queensland 96.3+0.3 95.4+04 97.9+0.2 91.4+1.3 93.7+0.4
1. 10yrs 4mths
2. 4yrs 8mths

WA 84.8+2.0 80.6+24 89.4+17 51.0+5.1 85.8+21
1. 10yrs 4mths
2. 5yrs 7mths

SA 91.3+1.6 88.4+2.1 94.4+1.2 75.5+5.2 86.9+2.0
1. 10yrs 6mths
2. 5yrs 3mths

Tasmania 86.2+22 81.2+29 914+19 75.3+6.3 85.7+4.9
1. 11yrs 1mth
2. 5yrs 7mths

ACT 942+19 92.3+25 96.1+14 79.8+10.0 92.9+23
1. 10yrs 10mths
2. 5yrs 6mths

NT 63.3+3.3 575141 69.1 £ 35 29.6 £4.0 311+41
1. 10yrs 8mths
2. 5yrs 3mths

Australia 94.1+0.9 92.3+1.2 96.2 £0.7 79.5+3.2 92.8+1.0

(&) The achievement percentages reported in this table include 95 per cent confidence intervals (for
example, 80.0 per cent £ 2.7 per cent).

(b) Students who were absent or withdrawn from testing are not classified as assessed students and are
not included in the benchmark calculations. The proportion of absent and withdrawn students varies
across jurisdictions, as shown in table 4A.91. Readers are urged to be cautious when comparing
results.

(c) Some movements in the results over time might have occurred because of State/Territory equating
processes, and may not reflect actual improvements in student performance.

(d) The typical average age of students at the time of testing, expressed in years and months.

(e) The typical average time students had spent in schooling at the time of testing, expressed in years and
months.

() The methods used to identify Indigenous students and students with a LBOTE varied across
jurisdictions.

Source: MCEETYA 2008c, National Report on Schooling in Australia 2007: Preliminary Paper National
Benchmark Results Reading, Writing and Numeracy Years 3, 5 and 7.
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Table 4A.88

Table 4A.88 Proportion of year 7 students who achieved the writing benchmark,
2007 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)

1 Average age (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling (e) All students students students students (f) students (f)
NSW 93.4+1.9 91.2+24 95.6+1.3 79.3+5.0 92.8+2.1

1. 12yrs 4mths
2. 7yrs 2mths

Victoria 94.8+0.5 92.1+0.8 97.7+0.3 82.8+3.3 949+ 0.6
1. 13yrs Omths
2. 7yrs 7Tmths

Queensland 96.3+0.3 95.3+0.5 97.7+0.3 91.6+1.3 93.3+05
1. 12yrs 4mths
2. 6yrs 8mths

WA 85.2+1.7 80.2+2.3 90.6+1.3 53.6+45 86.6+1.8
1. 12yrs 2mths
2. 6yrs 7mths

SA 88.8+2.3 85.0+3.0 929+17 61.8+6.5 85.4+2.6
1. 12yrs 6mths
2. 7yrs 3mths

Tasmania 819+19 75127 889+17 67.7+£6.1 80.5+55
1. 13yrs 1mth
2. 7yrs 7mths

ACT 91.2+25 88.0+3.4 94.4+1.8 745+11.0 91.2+3.0
1. 12yrs 10mths
2. 7yrs 6mths

NT 55.9+29 485+ 3.6 63.7 £ 3.3 20.7+3.1 215+36
1. 12yrs 8mths
2. 7yrs 3mths

Australia 92.5+1.3 89.8+1.7 95.3+0.9 745+3.8 91.5+ 1.6

(&) The achievement percentages reported in this table include 95 per cent confidence intervals (for
example, 80.0 per cent £ 2.7 per cent).

(b) Students who were absent or withdrawn from testing are not classified as assessed students and are not
included in the benchmark calculations. The proportion of absent and withdrawn students varies across
jurisdictions, as shown in table 4A.91. Readers are urged to be cautious when comparing results.

(c) Some movements in the results over time might have occurred because of State/Territory equating
processes, and may not reflect actual improvements in student performance.

(d) The typical average age of students at the time of testing, expressed in years and months.

(e) The typical average time students had spent in schooling at the time of testing, expressed in years and
months.

() The methods used to identify Indigenous students and students with a LBOTE varied across jurisdictions.

Source: MCEETYA 2008c, National Report on Schooling in Australia 2007: Preliminary Paper National
Benchmark Results Reading, Writing and Numeracy Years 3,5 and 7.
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Table 4A.92

Table 4A.92 Proportion of year 3 students who achieved the numeracy
benchmark, 2007 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)
1 Average age (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling (e) All students students students students (f) students (f)
NSW 95.9+0.9 95.4+0.9 96.4+0.9 90.2+2.6 94.8+0.9

1. 8 years, 9 months
2. 3 years, 7 months

Victoria 95.0+1.1 945+1.0 95.6+1.2 88.5+4.1 93.1+13
1. 9 years, 0 months
2. 3 years, 7 months

Queensland 90.2+21 90.1+2.0 90.8+2.1 77.6+4.3 85.9+24
1. 8 years, 4 months
2. 2 years, 8 months

WA 904 +22 90.1+21 90.7+23 67557 89.4+23
1. 8 years, 6 months
2. 3 years, 7 months

SA 895+1.6 88.9+14 90.2+1.8 67.6 +5.2 83.2+22
1. 8 years, 6 months
2. 3 years, 3 months

Tasmania 91.1+21 904+24 919+21 84.2+53 88.2+3.8
1. 9 years, 1 month
2. 3 years, 7 months

ACT 94.3+1.3 93.6+1.6 95.0+1.5 82.7+8.3 91.7+24
1. 8 years, 10 months
2. 3 years, 6 months

NT 82.3+22 80.9+2.6 83.8+27 57.7+45 57.0+4.9
1. 8 years, 8 months
2. 3 years, 3 months

Australia 93.2+14 928+1.4 93.7+15 78.8+4.1 92.1+1.4

(&) The achievement percentages reported in this table include 95 per cent confidence intervals (for
example, 80.0 per cent £ 2.7 per cent).

(b) Students who were absent or withdrawn from testing are not classified as assessed students and are
not included in the benchmark calculations. The proportion of absent and withdrawn students varies
across jurisdictions, as shown in table 4A.97. Readers are urged to be cautious when comparing
results.

(c) Some movements in the results over time might have occurred because of State/Territory equating
processes, and may not reflect actual improvements in student performance.

(d) The typical average age of students at the time of testing, expressed in years and months.

(e) The typical average time students had spent in schooling at the time of testing, expressed in years and
months.

() The methods used to identify Indigenous students and students with a LBOTE varied across
jurisdictions.

Source: MCEETYA 2008c, National Report on Schooling in Australia 2007: Preliminary Paper National
Benchmark Results Reading, Writing and Numeracy Years 3, 5 and 7.
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Table 4A.93

Table 4A.93 Proportion of year 5 students who achieved the numeracy
benchmark, 2007 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)
1 Average age (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling (e) All students students students students (f) students (f)
NSW 91.3+0.9 91.4+0.9 91.3+1.0 76.0+2.7 89.7+1.0

1. 10yrs 9mths
2. 5yrs 7mths

Victoria 915+13 916+12 914+14 75.4+46 89.9+13

1. 11yrs Omths
2. 5yrs 7mths

Queensland (g) 83.7+1.6 84.2+15 83.8+1.7 62.3+3.0 81.4+19

WA

SA

1. 10yrs 4mths
2. 4yrs 8mths

87.3+x1.6 87.5+1.6 87.1+1.38 54.8+4.8 85.3+2.2
1. 10yrs 4mths
2. 5yrs 7mths

89.6+15 88.8+1.5 90.3+1.7 63.9+5.6 83.4+2.0
1. 10yrs 6mths
2. 5yrs 3mths

Tasmania 89.4+15 89.0+1.8 89.8+1.7 79.5+5.3 83.3+54

ACT

NT

Aust

1. 11yrs 1mth
2. 5yrs 7mths
924 +1.3 91.7+15 93.1+14 79.1+9.1 90.1+2.0
1. 10yrs 10mths
2. 5yrs 6mths
70.2+2.2 69.8 2.7 70.6 + 3.0 345+35 35.6+3.8
1. 10yrs 8mths
2. 5yrs 3mths
ralia 89.0 +1.3 89.1+1.3 89.1+1.4 65.5 + 3.4 87.6 + 1.4

(@)

(b)

()

(d)
(e)

(f)

(9)

The achievement percentages reported in this table include 95 per cent confidence intervals (for
example, 80.0 per cent £ 2.7 per cent).

Students who were absent or withdrawn from testing are not classified as assessed students and are
not included in the benchmark calculations. The proportion of absent and withdrawn students varies
across jurisdictions, as shown in table 4A.97. Readers are urged to be cautious when comparing
results.

Some movements in the results over time might have occurred because of State/Territory equating
processes, and may not reflect actual improvements in student performance.

The typical average age of students at the time of testing, expressed in years and months.

The typical average time students had spent in schooling at the time of testing, expressed in years and
months.

The methods used to identify Indigenous students and students with a LBOTE varied across
jurisdictions.

Some students did not indicate their gender therefore the total percentages for all students have not be
proportionally located within the range provided for male and female students.
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Table 4A.93

Table 4A.93 Proportion of year 5 students who achieved the numeracy
benchmark, 2007 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)
1 Average age (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling (e) All students students students students (f) students (f)

Source: MCEETYA 2008c, National Report on Schooling in Australia 2007: Preliminary Paper National
Benchmark Results Reading, Writing and Numeracy Years 3, 5 and 7.
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Table 4A.94

Table 4A.94 Proportion of year 7 students who achieved the numeracy
benchmark, 2007 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)
1 Average age (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling (e) All students students students students (f) students (f)
NSW (g) 73.4+0.8 71.7+0.8 75.3+0.9 40.1+1.9 72.4+0.9

1. 12yrs 6mths
2. 7yrs 4mths

Victoria 89.0+0.9 89.2+0.9 88.8+1.0 67.6+4.4 87.3+11

1. 13yrs Omths
2. 7yrs 7mths

Queensland (h) 77.4+0.9 779+1.0 776+1.0 49.0+2.2 76.5+1.6

WA

SA

1. 12yrs 4mths
2. 6yrs 8mths

83.8+0.7 84.3+0.8 83.2+0.9 46.9+3.1 84.0+1.3
1. 12yrs 2mths
2. 6yrs 7mths

85.6 + 0.9 86.6+1.0 844+1.1 57.0+5.0 829+1.9
1. 12yrs 6mths
2. 7yrs 3mths

Tasmania 79.8+1.3 81.0+1.7 785+ 1.7 63.8+5.5 72.4+6.5

ACT

NT

Aust

1. 13yrs 1mth
2. 7yrs 7Tmths

86.1+1.6 85.6 £ 2.0 86.6+1.9 59.4+11.0 87.3+238
1. 12yrs 10mths
2. 7yrs 6mths

66.7 £ 2.0 67.6+2.7 65.7 £ 2.6 27.7+31 258+3.1
1. 12yrs 8mths
2. 7yrs 3mths

ralia 80.2+0.9 80.0+0.9 80.6+1.0 46.0+ 2.7 78.0+1.2

(@)

(b)

(©)

(d)
()

(f)

(9)

The achievement percentages reported in this table include 95 per cent confidence intervals (for
example, 80.0 per cent £ 2.7 per cent).

Students who were absent or withdrawn from testing are not classified as assessed students and are
not included in the benchmark calculations. The proportion of absent and withdrawn students varies
across jurisdictions, as shown in table 4A.97. Readers are urged to be cautious when comparing
results.

Some movements in the results over time might have occurred because of State/Territory equating
processes, and may not reflect actual improvements in student performance.

The typical average age of students at the time of testing, expressed in years and months.

The typical average time students had spent in schooling at the time of testing, expressed in years and
months.

The methods used to identify Indigenous students and students with a LBOTE varied across
jurisdictions.

NSW considers that the year 7 results for NSW are anomalous. The national numeracy benchmark
results show that:
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Table 4A.94

Table 4A.94 Proportion of year 7 students who achieved the numeracy
benchmark, 2007 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)
1 Average age (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling (e) All students students students students (f) students (f)

(i) a lower proportion of year 7 students are meeting the minimum numeracy benchmark than are
meeting the reading and writing benchmarks

(ii) a lower proprtion of students are meeting the numeracy benchmark in year 7 than in year 3 and year
5.

The national benchmark results show that NSW students in years 3 and 5 are consistently performing
at or above the national average for reading writing and numeracy. The NSW results for year 7 reading
and writing are also fairly consistent with the national average.

(h) Some students did not indicate their gender therefore the total percentages for all students have not be
proportionally located within the range provided for male and female students.

Source: MCEETYA 2008c, National Report on Schooling in Australia 2007: Preliminary Paper National
Benchmark Results Reading, Writing and Numeracy Years 3, 5 and 7.
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Table 4A.99

Table 4A.99 Proportion of year 6 students achieving at or above the
proficient standard in science literacy, by geolocation (per
cent) (a), (b), (c), (d)

At or above
3.1 3.2 3.3 4 orabove proficient
standard (a)
2003
Mainland state capital city regions 36.4+23 52.0+2.3 7.2+14 0.1+£0.2 na
Major urban statistical districts 339+56 545+438 8.3+25 0.1+0.2 na
Inner provincial 37.7+4.2 51.7+45 6.0+2.3 0.2+04 na
Outer provincial 36.7+54 53.4+55 6.5+2.8 0.0+£0.2 na
Provincial zone, city 25K-50K 34.0+8.6 545+9.8 76+45 0.1+£0.6 na
Provincial zone, city 50K-100K 38.6 +8.0 50.9+6.8 6.5+3.3 0.1+£0.3 na
Remote zone, remote areas 46.5+8.3 38.3+£9.3 46+34 0.0x0.1 na
All locations 36.5+1.7 522 +1.7 7.1+0.9 0.1+0.1 na
2006
Metropolitan zone capital city 365+26 439125 10.6 £2.0 0.7+£0.7 55.3+3.2
Major urban statistical districts 375+4.2 46.0 £ 3.9 95+27 0.5+0.7 56.0+4.9
Provincial city statistical districts 405+49 434+5.1 8.0+26 0.2+0.6 51.6 +6.0
Inner and outer provincial areas 37.0+35 46.4+3.9 7.8+2.0 0.1+£0.2 543+4.3
Remote and very remote zones 38.0+7.0 31.1+83 43+37 0.1+0.3 35,5+9.2
All locations 37.1+17 442+138 96+1.2 05+04 543z%21

(&) Minimum standards like the benchmarks in literacy and numeracy have not been set for scientific
literacy. The standard for science literacy is set at proficiency level 3.2 (of levels 1 to 4 or above) a
reasonably challenging level of performance, with students needing to demonstrate more than
minimal or elementary skills to be regarded as reaching it. Data represent the proportion of students
at or above the proficient standard.

(b) 2003 results rescaled for 2006 were available for inclusion in this table. However, the geographic
classification changed between 2003 and 2006 making any comparison invalid.

(c) The achievement percentages reported in this table include 95 per cent confidence intervals (for
example, 80.0 per cent £ 2.7 per cent).

(d) Geolocation data are based on the MCEETYA Schools Geographic Location Classification and
represent school location.

Source: MCEETYA 2008, National Assessment Program - Science Literacy Year 6, 2006, Melbourne.
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Table 4A.100

Table 4A.100 Proportion of year 6 students achieving at or above the proficient
standard in science literacy, by equity group (per cent) (a), (b)

Aust

2003
Male students 59.1+1.3
Female students 574+1.2
Indigenous students 29.8+4.5
LBOTE students 48.1+3.0

2006
Male students 549+25
Female students 53.7+23
Indigenous students 25.5+10.0
LBOTE students na

(@ Minimum standards like the benchmarks in literacy and numeracy have not been set for scientific
literacy. The standard for science literacy is set at proficiency level 3.2 (of levels 1 to 4 or above) a
reasonably challenging level of performance, with students needing to demonstrate more than minimal
or elementary skills to be regarded as reaching it. Data represent the proportion of students at or above
the proficient standard.

(b) Rescaled data for 2003 were not available for inclusion in this table. Results for 2003 and 2006 are not
directly comparable.

(c) The achievement percentages reported in this table include 95 per cent confidence intervals (for
example, 80.0 per cent £ 2.7 per cent).

(d) The proficiency of the LBOTE sub-group, even nationally, was not calculated for 2006 because of
omissions and inconsistencies in the data.

na Not available.

Source: MCEETYA 2008, National Assessment Program - Science Literacy Year 6, 2006, Melbourne;
MCEETYA 2004, National Assessment Program - Science Literacy Year 6, 2003, Melbourne.
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Table 4A.108

Table 4A.108 Proportion of 15 year old students achieving level 3 or above in
the overall reading literacy scale, by equity group (per cent) (a),
(b)
Aust
2000
All students 69.0+24
Male students 63.2+3.3
Female students 75.8+29
Students from low socioeconomic families (c) 543+35
Indigenous students 38.0+6.7
Geographically remote students (d) 479+17.2
2003
All students 69.9+19
Male students 62.3+2.5
Female students 77.8+22
Students from low socioeconomic families (c) 56.2+2.7
Indigenous students 38.1+7.6
Geographically remote students (d) 53.5+9.0
2006
All students 65.6 +1.8
Male students 58.0+2.4
Female students 73520
Students from low socioeconomic families (c) 478+2.2
Indigenous students 335+49
Geographically remote students (d) 489+ 15.7

(&) These data are from assessments conducted for the Programme for International Student Assessment
(PISA). PISA 2000 involved sample assessment of approximately 2.3 per cent of 15 year old Australian
secondary school students. For further information on PISA 2000, see Lokan et al. (2001). PISA 2003
involved sample assessment of approximately 6.5 per cent of 15 year old Australian secondary school
students. For further information on PISA 2003, see Thomson et al. (2004a). PISA 2006 involved
sample assessment of approximately 6.0 per cent of 15 year old Australian Secondary school students.
For further information on PISA 2006, see Thomson and De Bortoli (2007).

(b) The achievement percentages reported in this table include 95 per cent confidence intervals (for
example, 80.0 per cent £ 2.7 per cent).

(c) Two measures are used by the OECD to represent elements of socioeconomic background. One is the
highest level of the father’'s and mother’s occupation (known as HISEI), which is coded in accordance
with the International Standard Classification of Occupations. The other measure is the index of
economic, social and cultural status (ESCS), which was created to capture the wider aspects of a
student’s family and home background. The ESCS is based on students’ responses on their parents’
occupations; the highest level of education of the father and mother converted into years of schooling;
the number of books in the home; and access to home educational and cultural resources.

(d) The MCEETYA Schools Geographic Location Classification was used to classify the location of the
school. Students from schools in remote and very remote areas were classified as geographically
remote students.

Source: ACER (unpublished).
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Table 4A.110

Table 4A.110 Proportion of 15 year old students achieving level 3 or above in
the overall mathematical literacy scale, by equity group (per cent)
(@), (b)
Aust
2003
All students 67.1+1.8
Male students 67.3+2.4
Female students 66.8 £ 2.5
Students from low socioeconomic families (c) 47.2 + 3.7
Indigenous students 30.1+6.3
Geographically remote students (d) 51.5+12.7
2006
All students 66.5+1.8
Male students 68.6 +2.4
Female students 64.3+2.2
Students from low socioeconomic families (c) 50.2+2.4
Indigenous students 324+51
Geographically remote students (d) 440+ 11.4

(a) These data are from assessments conducted for the Programme for International Student Assessment
(PISA). PISA 2003 involved sample assessment of approximately 6.5 per cent of 15 year old Australian
secondary school students. For further information on PISA 2003, see Thomson et al. (2004a). PISA
2006 involved sample assessment of approximately 6.0 per cent of 15 year old Australian Secondary
school students. For further information on PISA 2006, see Thomson and De Bortoli (2007).

(b) The achievement percentages reported in this table include 95 per cent confidence intervals (for
example, 80.0 per cent £ 2.7 per cent).

(c) Two measures are used by the OECD to represent elements of socioeconomic background. One is the
highest level of the father’'s and mother’s occupation (known as HISEI), which is coded in accordance
with the International Standard Classification of Occupations. The other measure is the index of
economic, social and cultural status (ESCS), which was created to capture the wider aspects of a
student’s family and home background. The ESCS is based on students’ responses on their parents’
occupations; the highest level of education of the father and mother converted into years of schooling;
the number of books in the home; and access to home educational and cultural resources.

(d) The MCEETYA Schools Geographic Location Classification was used to classify the location of the
school. Students from schools in remote and very remote areas were classified as geographically
remote students.

Source: ACER (unpublished).
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Table 4A.112

Table 4A.112 Proportion of 15 year old students achieving at or above the OECD
mean for scientific literacy, by equity group (per cent) (a), (b)

Aust
2000
Indigenous students 29.1+81
Geographically remote students (c) 51.2+15.4
2003
Indigenous students 25.6 +5.6
Geographically remote students (c) 444 +12.0

(a) These data are from assessments conducted for the Programme for International Student
Assessment (PISA). PISA 2000 involved sample assessment of approximately 2.3 per cent of 15 year
old Australian secondary school students. For further information on PISA, see Lokan et al. (2001).
PISA 2003 involved sample assessment of approximately 6.5 per cent of 15 year old Australian
secondary school students. For further information on PISA, see Thomson et al. (2004a).

(b) The OECD mean is reported here as a national reporting standard has yet to be developed. The
achievement percentages reported in this table include 95 per cent confidence intervals (for example,
80.0 per cent £ 2.7 per cent).

(c) The MCEETYA Schools Geographic Location Classification was used to classify the location of the
school. Students from schools in remote and very remote areas were classified as geographically
remote students. The percentage of students attending school in a geographically remote area is very
small in 2000 (0.9 per cent) and 2003 (0.6 per cent).

Source: ACER (unpublished).
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Table 4A.114

Table 4A.114 Proportion of 15 year old students achieving level 3 or above in
the overall scientific literacy scale, by equity group, 2006 (per
cent) (a), (b)

Aust
All students 67.0+1.7
Male students 66.5+2.4
Female students 67.5+2.0
Students from low socioeconomic families (c) 50.8 +2.3
Indigenous students 343+5.6
Geographically remote students (d) 47.8+12.9

(a) These data are from assessments conducted for the Programme for International Student Assessment
(PISA). PISA 2006 involved sample assessment of approximately 6.0 per cent of 15 year old Australian
Secondary school students. For further information on PISA 2006, see Thomson and De Bortoli (2007).

(b) The achievement percentages reported in this table include 95 per cent confidence intervals (for
example, 80.0 per cent £ 2.7 per cent).

(c) Two measures are used by the OECD to represent elements of socioeconomic background. One is the
highest level of the father’'s and mother’s occupation (known as HISEI), which is coded in accordance
with the International Standard Classification of Occupations. The other measure is the index of
economic, social and cultural status (ESCS), which was created to capture the wider aspects of a
student’s family and home background. The ESCS is based on students’ responses on their parents’
occupations; the highest level of education of the father and mother converted into years of schooling;
the number of books in the home; and access to home educational and cultural resources.

(d) The MCEETYA Schools Geographic Location Classification was used to classify the location of the
school. Students from schools in remote and very remote areas were classified as geographically
remote students.

Source: ACER (unpublished).
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Table 4A.116

Table 4A.116 Proportion of 15 year old students achieving at or above the OECD
mean for problem solving, by equity group, 2003 (per cent) (a), (b)

Aust
Indigenous students 30.6+6.2
Geographically remote students (c) 50.1+10.1

(&) These data are from assessments conducted for the Programme for International Student
Assessment (PISA). PISA 2003 involved sample assessment of approximately 6.5 per cent of 15 year
old Australian secondary school students.For further information on PISA, see Thomson et al. (2004a).

(b) The OECD mean is reported here as a national reporting standard has yet to be developed. The
achievement percentages reported in this table include 95 per cent confidence intervals (for example,
80.0 per cent £ 2.7 per cent).

(c) The MCEETYA Schools Geographic Location Classification was used to classify the location of the
school. Students from schools in remote and very remote areas were classified as geographically
remote students. The percentage of students attending school in a geographically remote area is very
small (0.6 per cent).

Source: ACER (unpublished).
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Table 4A.121

Table 4A.121 School participation rates by age and sex of students, all
schools, 2007 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)

NSW Vic Qld WA SA Tas ACT (d) NT Aust

14-19 year olds

Male 58.4 62.4 53.8 50.6 59.0 62.1 69.4 475 57.8

Female 60.3 65.1 55.7 53.7 60.8 65.1 69.3 50.2 60.0

All students 59.3 63.7 54.7 52.1 59.9 63.5 69.4 48.8 58.9
14 year olds

Male 98.0 99.2 97.3 96.7 99.3 99.6 112.1 86.7 98.2

Female 97.6 99.6 98.1 99.4 99.2 995 1136 85.3 98.6

All students 97.8 99.4 97.7 98.0 99.2 995 1128 86.0 98.4
15 year olds

Male 93.0 95.6 91.4 92.7 97.4 100.3 109.6 85.1 93.9

Female 93.2 96.9 94.3 95.4 97.8 1015 108.7 82.5 95.2

All students 93.1 96.2 92.8 94.0 97.6 1009 109.2 83.9 94.5
16 year olds

Male 77.7 87.6 79.2 75.9 89.3 84.6 104.6 67.6 81.6

Female 82.7 93.1 87.1 83.7 92.4 89.2 104.1 76.3 87.3

All students 80.2 90.3 83.1 79.7 90.8 86.9 104.4 71.8 84.4
17 year olds

Male 64.3 74.4 47.2 38.1 65.9 62.3 88.2 46.7 60.8

Female 72.5 84.9 50.6 43.3 76.5 73.9 93.9 51.4 68.5

All students 68.2 79.6 48.8 40.7 71.0 67.8 91.0 49.0 64.5
18 year olds

Male 16.4 22.9 5.6 3.4 14.5 26.1 25.4 12.3 14.7

Female 15.1 22.8 4.6 35 14.3 30.1 20.3 14.4 14.1

All students 15.8 22.9 5.1 3.5 14.4 28.0 22.8 13.3 14.4
19 year olds

Male 17 25 0.8 0.9 4.2 3.5 1.8 2.7 1.9

Female 15 2.2 0.7 0.8 3.7 3.9 15 29 1.7

All students 1.6 2.3 0.8 0.8 3.9 3.7 1.6 2.8 1.8
Average age of Full
time year 12 17.2 17.3 16.7 16.6 17.2 17.7 17.3 17.2 171
students

(a) Proportion of the population who were enrolled as full time and part time students in August 2007.
(b) Refer to p4.5 in Report for information on age structures for schooling.
(c) Age at 1 July.

(d) Participation rates in the ACT exceed 100 per cent as a result of NSW residents from surrounding
areas enrolling in ACT schools.

Source:  ABS 2008, Schools Australia 2007, Cat. no. 4221.0; ABS (unpublished) Schools Australia
2007.
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Table 4A.122

Table 4A.122 School participation rates by age of students, all
students, all schools (per cent) (a), (b), (c)

NSW Vic Qld WA(e) SA Tas ACT () NT

2003
14-19 year olds 586 627 546 520 571 61.2 67.5 49.9
14 year olds 96.6 974 974 982 975 997 1056 93.3
15 year olds 92.7 947 925 920 952 992 1041 83.0
16 year olds 798 888 941 772 859 879 1004 73.2
17 year olds 675 779 517 411 66.2 67.4 91.0 513
18 year olds 159 213 6.4 4.5 14.3 19.2 23.2 134
19 year olds 2.2 2.7 1.3 1.4 4.0 5.3 2.9 4.2
2004
14-19 year olds 590 63.0 545 522 575 618 68.0 50.7
14 year olds 97.3 988 98.0 983 977 993 1085 92.0
15 year olds 92.7 944 921 921 955 99.1 1044 86.5
16 year olds 79.8 885 834 780 873 89.0 1002 754
17 year olds 686 788 515 416 678 69.9 89.7 548
18 year olds 159 217 6.3 4.9 14.2 18.8 21.7 16.9
19 year olds 2.2 2.8 1.3 1.3 4.0 4.4 2.5 4.0
2005
14-19 year olds 59.3 63.0 544 524 583 627 69.1 50.0
14 year olds 974 986 977 991 982 983 1112 894
15 year olds 935 96.0 919 922 963 995 107.0 86.6
16 year olds 79.1 881 824 777 874 872 101.0 738
17 year olds 685 773 501 425 689 674 89.4 515
18 year olds 156 21.6 5.7 4.3 135 25.7 245 14.2
19 year olds 2.1 2.4 1.1 1.2 3.7 3.8 2.1 4.4
2006
14-19 year olds 595 63.6 547 529 59.2 63.6 69.6 49.9
14 year olds 97.0 988 971 983 986 100.5 110.7 90.1
15 year olds 936 963 926 956 964 989 110.2 84.6
16 year olds 80.2 90.2 826 803 885 876 1027 728
17 year olds 68.2 782 493 413 699 677 90.6 51.2
18 year olds 158 227 5.3 4.0 14.5 28.1 23.8 127
19 year olds 1.8 2.2 0.9 0.9 3.6 3.9 2.1 4.3
2007
14-19 year olds 59.3 63.7 547 521 599 635 69.4 48.8
14 year olds 97.8 994 977 980 99.2 995 112.8 86.0
15 year olds 931 96.2 928 940 976 1009 109.2 839
16 year olds 80.2 903 831 797 908 869 1044 718
17 year olds 68.2 79.6 48.8 407 710 67.8 91.0 49.0
18 year olds 15.8 22.9 5.1 3.5 14.4 28.0 228 133
19 year olds 1.6 2.3 0.8 0.8 3.9 3.7 1.6 2.8
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Table 4A.122

Table 4A.122 School participation rates by age of students, all
students, all schools (per cent) (a), (b), (c)

NSW Vic Qld WA(e) SA Tas ACT () NT

(a) Proportion of the population who were not of compulsory school age in some jurisdictions, but who
were enrolled as full time or part time students in August 2007.

(b) The estimated resident population (ERP) data from which the rates are derived are primarily based
on population estimates from the five yearly population Censuses.

(c) Referto p4.5 in Report for information on age structures for schooling.
(d) Age at 1 July.
(e) Data for WA have been affected by changes in scope and coverage over time.

(f) Participation rates in the ACT exceed 100 per cent as a result of NSW residents from surrounding
areas enrolling in ACT schools.

Source: ABS 2008, Schools Australia 2007, Cat. no. 4221.0; ABS (unpublished) School Australia 2007.
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Table 4A.123

Table 4A.123  Apparent retention rates of full time secondary students to years
10-12, 2007 (per cent) (a)

NSW Vic Qld WA SA (b) Tas (b) (c) ACT (c) NT (b) Aust

All students
Government schools

To year 10 96.3 97.0 100.5 1019 100.4 98.5 99.1 89.2 983
Toyear 11 78.1 900 877 923 917 73.2 116.9 96.5 104.2
To year 12 (total) 645 739 711 631 64.0 63.3 96.6 69.4 68.3
To year 12 (male) 59.0 66.3 66.0 57.1 578 54.7 93.1 69.6 62.4
To year 12 (female) 702 821 767 69.6 707 72.6 100.2 69.2 74.7
All schools
To year 10 97.0 98.7 101.1 102.0 101.2 99.6 97.9 88.0 99.1
Toyear 11 815 934 919 93.0 96.7 76.3 98.9 84.3 100.0
To year 12 (total) 69.7 801 785 703 727 65.4 85.2 61.7 743
To year 12 (male) 647 733 739 645 66.2 57.4 84.0 62.1 68.8
To year 12 (female) 749 874 833 764 795 73.9 86.5 61.3 80.1

Indigenous students (c)
Government schools

To year 10 805 821 939 963 87.0 98.4 84.1 82.7 88.4
Toyear 11 46.4 69.7 763 753 687 47.2 63.6 835 65.3
To year 12 (total) 309 409 521 255 409 44.8 64.6 451 39.1
To year 12 (male) 271 300 476 250 333 36.2 66.7 42.0 35.0
To year 12 (female) 347 517 569 26.0 48.0 54.8 62.9 48.1 434
All schools
To year 10 840 883 958 96.2 87.6 99.8 102.4 81.8 90.5
Toyear 11 50.1 772 806 79.2 713 51.1 67.9 85.2 69.7
To year 12 (total) 340 46.1 565 295 439 455 59.8 459 429
To year 12 (male) 302 373 530 296 355 38.1 64.9 44.4 394
To year 12 (female) 378 548 602 294 515 54.3 55.6 471 464

(a) The apparent retention rate is the percentage of full time students who continued to years 10-12 from
respective cohort groups at the commencement of their secondary schooling.

(b) The exclusion of part time students from standard apparent retention rate calculations has particular
implications for the interpretation of results for SA, Tasmania and the NT.

(c) The small number of Indigenous students in some jurisdictions (Tasmania and the ACT) can result in
large fluctuations in the apparent retention rates when disaggregated by sex and school sectors.

Source: ABS 2008, Schools Australia 2007, Cat. no. 4221.0; ABS (unpublished) Schools Australia 2007.
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Table 4A.124

Table 4A.124  Apparent retention rates of secondary students from years 10-12,
2007 (per cent) (a), (b)

NSW Qld WA SA (c)(d) Tas (c)(d) ACT NT (c) Aust

Full time secondary students

Government schools 67.8 72.3 63.7 65.7 63.7 96.6 75.7 705

Non-government schools  80.0 90.1 78.8 86.0 69.0 73.0 447 84.1

All schools 72.4 786  69.5 73.3 65.3 859 655 756
Full time Indigenous secondary students

Government schools 39.8 57.5 28.8 47.4 44.4 64.6 555 46.0

Non-government schools 59.9 77.5 43.5 77.4 42.0 389 39.0 604

All schools 42.4 615 31.8 50.6 44.1 59.0 50.3 485
Full time and part time secondary students (d)

Government schools 70.1 73.7 652 85.0 91.0 967 79.8 745

Non-government schools  80.4 90.4 789 91.3 69.0 73.6 47.2 848

All schools 74.0 795 705 87.4 844 862 69.3 784

(a) The apparent rate is the percentage of full time students who continued to year 12 from respective

cohort groups in year 10.

(b) Retention rates are affected by factors that vary across jurisdictions, so variations in apparent retention
rates over time within jurisdictions may be more useful than comparisons across jurisdictions. Retention
rates can exceed 100 per cent for a variety of reasons, including student transfers between government

and non-government schools occurring after the base year.

(c) The exclusion of part time students from standard apparent retention rate calculations has particular

implications for the interpretation of results for SA, Tasmania and the NT.

(d) Inclusion of part-time students in the calculation of apparent retention rates increases the apparent
retention rates in SA and Tasmania due to a significant number of part-time adult learners and other
students recorded as year 12 that were not part of the original year 10 cohort two years prior.

Source: ABS 2008, Schools Australia 2007, Cat. no. 4221.0; ABS (unpublished) Schools Australia 2007.
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Table 4A.125

Table 4A.125  Apparent retention rates of full time secondary students,
government schools (per cent) (a)

NSW Vic Qld WA (b) SA (c) Tas (c) (d) ACT (c)(d) NT Aust

2003
From year 7or 8 to year 10
All students 96.0 96.2 100.5 98.6 95.8 97.4 100.0 925 97.3
Indigenous students 81.0 742 091.2 93.2 83.4 105.3 96.1 86.5 87.3
From year 10 to year 12
All students 68.1 77.3 76.4 64.8 61.8 76.4 101.0 78.7 71.9
Indigenous students 36.3 43.8 59.0 25.5 32.9 52.3 88.0 51.7 43.6
2004
From year 7or 8 to year 10
All students 954 957 99.2 98.7 95.8 98.0 102.1 915 96.8
Indigenous students 79.9 78.0 87.2 87.0 79.7 104.1 108.2 85.7 84.8
From year 10 to year 12
All students 68.6 77.2 750 66.7 62.9 76.5 100.8 90.8 72.0
Indigenous students 36.6 43.7 57.4 27.8 40.5 56.6 87.3 56.9 43.6
2005
From year 7or 8 to year 10
All students 95.1 96.9 984 99.2 97.4 99.4 100.0 91.7 97.0
Indigenous students 776 77.2 90.6 88.7 86.2 100.8 100.0 81.3 85.2
From year 10 to year 12
All students 685 77.0 727 66.3 64.4 67.2 995 76.2 713
Indigenous students 36.3 51.0 55.0 26.1 37.5 43.7 71.4 549 423
2006
From year 7or 8 to year 10
All students 95,5 96.8 99.4 1009  98.0 99.3 99.4 90.6 97.5
Indigenous students 80.0 85.6 955 92.4 80.3 99.8 879 85.1 88.1
From year 10 to year 12
All students 68.2 75.8 722 66.0 64.6 64.4 101.1 79.0 70.8
Indigenous students 359 450 573 327 431 37.4 66.0 56.1 44.3
2007
From year 7or 8 to year 10
All students 96.3 97.0 100.5 101.9 100.4 98.5 99.1 89.2 983
Indigenous students 80.5 821 939 963 87.0 98.4 84.1 827 88.4
From year 10 to year 12
All students 67.8 76.2 723 63.7 657 63.7 96.6 75.7 70.5
Indigenous students 39.8 53.0 57.5 28.8 47.4 44.4 64.6 55,5 46.0

(a) The apparent retention rate is from year 8 to year 10 for Queensland, WA, SA and the NT and from year
7 to 10 for all other jurisdictions. The apparent retention rate is the percentage of full time students who
continued to years 10-12 from respective cohort groups at the commencement of their secondary
schooling. Calculations are based on full time student numbers.

(b) Data for WA have been affected by changes in scope and coverage over time.
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Table 4A.125

Table 4A.125  Apparent retention rates of full time secondary students,
government schools (per cent) (a)
NSW Vic Qld WA (b) SA (c) Tas (c) (d) ACT (c)(d) NT Aust

(c) The exclusion of part time students from standard apparent retention rate calculations has particular
implications for the interpretation of results for SA, Tasmania and the NT.

(d) The small number of Indigenous students in some jurisdictions (Tasmania and the ACT) can result in
large fluctuations in the apparent retention rates when disaggregated by gender and school sectors.

Source: ABS 2004, Schools Australia 2003, Cat. no. 4221.0; ABS 2005, Schools Australia 2004, Cat.
no. 4221.0; ABS 2006, Schools Australia 2005, Cat. no. 4221.0; ABS 2007, Schools Australia
2006, Cat. no. 4221.0; ABS 2008, Schools Australia 2007, Cat. no. 4221.0; ABS (unpublished)
Schools Australia (various years).
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Table 4A.126

Table 4A.126  Apparent retention rates of full time secondary students, non-
government schools (per cent) (a)

NSW Vic QId WA (b) SA (c) Tas (c) (d) ACT (c)(d) NT Aust

2003
From year 7or 8 to year 10
All students 99.1 100.8 101.4 103.5 102.6 102.4 98,5 720 na
Indigenous students 92.7 80.0 113.7 98.7 84.6 109.3 76.5 271 na
From year 10 to year 12
All students 81.0 91.8 906 819 879 76.2 76.3 46.5 85.9
Indigenous students 547 489 678 444 714 60.0 579 28.8 55.6
2004
From year 7or 8 to year 10
All students 98.6 99.9 102.4 103.8 102.7 103.3 97.2 75.1 100.4
Indigenous students 94.5 118.4 103.0 107.0 104.0 141.9 70.6 31.8 92.0
From year 10 to year 12
All students 813 919 915 824 87.7 76.0 726 431 86.1
Indigenous students 48.1 51.1 725 401 811 40.0 31.3 322 555
2005
From year 7or 8 to year 10
All students 98.2 995 102.6 104.1 102.3 102.0 98.2 99.9 100.4
Indigenous students 104.6 117.3 97.2 1134 914 125.0 105.9 123.8 106.2
From year 10 to year 12
All students 81.3 90.2 91.2 823 86.2 69.2 745 542 854
Indigenous students 51.1 875 653 545 614 55.3 46.2 93.2 62.1
2006
From year 7or 8 to year 10
All students 97.8 100.3 102.5 103.8 103.5 101.6 97.9 90.1 100.4
Indigenous students 117.9 140.7 103.3 119.1 96.8 110.2 113.3 104.9 110.8
From year 10 to year 12
All students 80.9 915 894 80.1 86.6 66.4 746 424 849
Indigenous students 529 66.7 70.3 426 654 36.4 33.3 743 59.7
2007
From year 7or 8 to year 10
All students 98.0 101.3 102.1 102.3 102.6 102.3 96.6 855 100.4
Indigenous students 114.7 156.3 104.0 958 93.0 111.6 163.2 79.6 102.3
From year 10 to year 12
All students 80.0 90.0 90.1 78.8 86.0 69.0 73.0 447 84.1
Indigenous students 599 787 775 435 774 42.0 389 39.0 604

(a) The apparent retention rate is from year 8 to year 10 for Queensland, WA, SA and the NT and from year
7 to 10 for all other jurisdictions. The apparent retention rate is the percentage of full time students who
continued to years 10-12 from respective cohort groups at the commencement of their secondary
schooling. Calculations are based on full time student numbers.

(b) Data for WA have been affected by changes in scope and coverage over time.

REPORT ON
GOVERNMENT SCHOOL
SERVICES 2009 EDUCATION



Table 4A.126

Table 4A.126  Apparent retention rates of full time secondary students, non-
government schools (per cent) (a)
NSW Vic Qld WA (b) SA (c) Tas (c) (d) ACT (c)(d) NT Aust

(c) The exclusion of part time students from standard apparent retention rate calculations has particular
implications for the interpretation of results for SA, Tasmania and the NT.

(d) The small number of Indigenous students in some jurisdictions (the ACT and Tasmania) can result in
large fluctuations in the apparent retention rates when disaggregated by gender and school sectors.

na Not available.

Source: ABS 2004, Schools Australia 2003, Cat. no. 4221.0; ABS 2005, Schools Australia 2004, Cat. no.
4221.0; ABS 2006, Schools Australia 2005, Cat. no. 4221.0; ABS 2007, Schools Australia 2006,

Cat. no. 4221.0; ABS 2008, Schools Australia 2007, Cat. no. 4221.0; ABS (unpublished) Schools
Australia (various years).
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Table 4A.127

Table 4A.127  Apparent retention rates of full time secondary students, all
schools (per cent) (a)
NSW  Vic Qld WA (b) SA (c) Tas (c) (d)ACT (d) NT (c) Aust

2003
From year 7or 8 to year 10
All students 97.1 98.0 100.8 1004 98.1 98.9 99.3 85.0 985
Indigenous students 821 748 949 94.0 835 105.8 91.2 61.0 87.2
From year 10 to year 12
All students 72,7 829 815 706 70.8 76.2 90.3 68.7 76.9
Indigenous students 384 444 60.8 29.3 36.6 53.1 79.7 443 457
2004
From year 7or 8 to year 10
All students 96.6 97.3 100.3 100.5 98.2 99.6 99.8 859 981
Indigenous students 81.2 81.1 90.2 90.2 81.9 107.0 985 68.9 8538
From year 10 to year 12
All students 732 830 808 724 716 76.3 884 752 771
Indigenous students 378 447 60.8 30.1 44.2 54.5 746 49.2 457
2005
From year 7or 8 to year 10
All students 96.3 98.0 999 101.0 991 100.2 99.2 942 983
Indigenous students 80.2 812 918 928 86.7 103.2 101.2 91.2 88.3
From year 10 to year 12
All students 732 822 793 722 721 67.8 88.1 695 765
Indigenous students 379 554 570 30.7 39.9 45.2 66.1 622 453
2006
From year 7or 8 to year 10
All students 96.4 98.2 100.5 102.0 100.1 99.9 98.7 904 98.6
Indigenous students 83.7 91.1 96.9 96.6 82.0 100.9 926 894 914
From year 10 to year 12
All students 730 821 783 714 727 65.0 889 680 76.1
Indigenous students 377 474 60.1 346 457 37.3 60.0 58.8 46.7
2007
From year 7or 8 to year 10
All students 97.0 98.7 1011 102.0 101.2 99.6 979 88.0 991
Indigenous students 84.0 88.3 958 96.2 87.6 99.8 1024 818 905
From year 10 to year 12
All students 724 818 786 695 733 65.3 859 655 756
Indigenous students 424 56.7 615 31.8 50.6 441 59.0 50.3 485

(a) The apparent retention rate is from year 8 to year 10 for Queensland, WA, SA and the NT and from year
7 to 10 for all other jurisdictions. The apparent retention rate is the percentage of full time students who
continued to years 10-12 from respective cohort groups at the commencement of their secondary
schooling. Calculations are based on full time student numbers.

(b) Data for WA have been affected by changes in scope and coverage over time.
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Table 4A.127

Table 4A.127  Apparent retention rates of full time secondary students, all
schools (per cent) (a)
NSW  Vic Qld WA (b) SA (c) Tas (c) (d)ACT (d) NT (c) Aust

(c) The exclusion of part time students from standard apparent retention rate calculations has particular
implications for the interpretation of results for SA, Tasmania and the NT.

(d) The small number of Indigenous students in some jurisdictions (Tasmania and the ACT) can result in
large fluctuations in the apparent retention rates when disaggregated by gender and school sectors.

Source: ABS 2004, Schools Australia 2003, Cat. no. 4221.0; ABS 2005, Schools Australia 2004, Cat. no.
4221.0; ABS 2006, Schools Australia 2005, Cat. no. 4221.0; ABS 2007, Schools Australia 2006,
Cat. no. 4221.0; ABS 2008, Schools Australia 2007, Cat. no. 4221.0; ABS (unpublished) Schools
Australia (various years).
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Table 4A.128

Table 4A.128 Completion rates, year 12, by socioeconomic status and sex, all
schools (per cent) (a), (b), (c), (d), (e)
NSW Vic Qd WA SA Tas ACT NT  Aust

2003
Low socioeconomic status deciles
Male students 58 61 64 51 48 54 np 12 57
Female students 71 74 75 63 71 66 np 14 71
All students 65 67 69 57 59 60 np 13 64
Medium socioeconomic status deciles
Male students 59 59 71 60 60 69 np 42 62
Female students 68 74 76 66 82 79 np 50 72
All students 64 66 73 63 71 74 np 46 67
High socioeconomic status deciles
Male students 74 77 73 68 79 79 77 np 74
Female students 78 87 76 77 92 90 81 np 81
All students 76 82 75 73 86 84 79 np 78
Total
Male students 63 65 69 62 59 62 76 26 64
Female students 72 78 76 70 79 73 81 32 74
All students 67 72 72 66 69 67 79 29 69
2004
Low socioeconomic status deciles
Male students 58 57 57 48 49 41 np 13 55
Female students 70 68 70 61 70 52 np 20 67
All students 64 62 64 55 59 46 np 16 61
Medium socioeconomic status deciles
Male students 60 59 65 59 59 57 np 39 60
Female students 70 73 73 69 83 65 np 51 72
All students 65 66 69 64 70 61 np 45 66
High socioeconomic status deciles
Male students 75 76 67 69 75 65 76 np 73
Female students 81 88 73 77 93 69 74 np 81
All students 78 82 70 73 84 67 75 np 77
Total
Male students 63 64 63 61 58 49 76 25 62
Female students 73 77 72 71 79 58 74 35 73
All students 68 70 68 66 68 53 75 30 68
2005
Low socioeconomic status deciles
Male students 56 53 55 51 50 37 np 15 53
Female students 70 68 69 62 68 50 np 19 67
All students 63 60 62 56 59 43 np 17 60
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Table 4A.128

Table 4A.128 Completion rates, year 12, by socioeconomic status and sex, all
schools (per cent) (a), (b), (c), (d), (e)
NSW Vic Qd WA SA Tas ACT NT  Aust
Medium socioeconomic status deciles

Male students 58 56 61 56 59 59 np 43 58
Female students 70 71 74 70 75 68 np 54 71
All students 64 63 67 62 67 63 np 49 64
High socioeconomic status deciles
Male students 75 76 71 69 76 71 73 np 74
Female students 80 86 75 78 91 71 80 np 81
All students 78 81 73 73 84 71 76 np 77
Total
Male students 62 62 62 60 59 48 72 29 61
Female students 73 75 73 72 75 58 80 36 73
All students 67 68 67 66 67 53 76 32 67
2006
Low socioeconomic status deciles
Male students 57 51 54 46 49 40 np 11 52
Female students 70 67 69 58 70 57 np 20 67
All students 63 59 61 52 59 48 np 16 59
Medium socioeconomic status deciles
Male students 57 55 60 54 59 58 np 44 57
Female students 68 73 73 67 79 69 np 51 71
All students 63 64 66 61 69 63 np 47 64
High socioeconomic status deciles
Male students 76 77 69 66 80 66 73 np 74
Female students 81 86 75 79 90 86 79 np 82
All students 79 82 72 72 85 76 76 np 77
Total
Male students 62 61 60 58 59 49 73 27 60
Female students 72 76 73 70 77 64 79 35 73
All students 67 68 66 64 68 56 76 31 67
2007
Low socioeconomic status deciles
Male students 57 50 55 52 46 41 np 13 52
Female students 69 65 68 68 68 53 np 18 66
All students 63 57 61 60 57 a7 np 15 59
Medium socioeconomic status deciles
Male students 58 54 60 56 59 56 np 45 57
Female students 69 70 71 74 78 67 np 50 71
All students 63 61 66 65 68 61 np a7 64
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Table 4A.128

Table 4A.128 Completion rates, year 12, by socioeconomic status and sex, all
schools (per cent) (a), (b), (c), (d), (e)
NSW Vic Qd WA SA Tas ACT NT  Aust
High socioeconomic status deciles

Male students 74 73 69 71 76 68 73 np 72

Female students 82 83 76 85 87 74 78 np 82

All students 78 78 73 78 81 71 76 np 77
Total

Male students 62 59 61 62 57 49 73 28 60

Female students 73 73 72 77 76 60 78 35 73

All students 67 66 66 69 66 54 76 31 66

(a) Completion rates are estimated by calculating the number of students who meet the requirements of a
year 12 certificate or equivalent expressed as a percentage of the potential year 12 population. The
potential year 12 population is an estimate of a single year age group which could have attended year
12 that year, calculated as the estimated resident population aged 15-19 divided by five.

(b) Data for 2006 and earlier years has been revised based on finalised ERP rebased following the 2006
Census of Population and Housing.

(c) The ABS Index of Disadvantage has been used to calculate socioeconomic status on the basis of
postcode of students’ home addresses.

(d) Low socioeconomic status is the average of the three lowest deciles, medium socioeconomic status is
the average of the four middle deciles and high socioeconomic status is the average of the three highest
deciles.

(e) A common total for socio-economic status and geolocation is selected for reporting all students' rates
and this may mean totals for socioeconomic status differ slightly to those in other publications.
np Not published.

Source: DEEWR (unpublished).
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Table 4A.129

Table 4A.129  Completion rates, year 12, by locality and sex, all schools (per
cent) (a), (b), (c)
NSW Vic (d) Qld WA SA Tas (d) ACT (d)(e) NT (e) Aust

2003
Metropolitan zone
Male students 65 68 71 63 62 75 76 . 67
Female students 72 79 75 70 79 82 81 " 75
All students 69 73 73 67 70 78 79 . 71
Provincial zone
Male students 57 58 67 62 51 51 . 36 58
Female students 71 77 77 73 81 66 . 44 74
All students 63 67 72 67 65 58 . 40 66
Remote
Male students 57 53 66 58 53 37 . 29 54
Female students 73 87 83 70 92 56 . 37 71
All students 64 70 74 64 71 46 . 33 62
Very remote
Male students 50 . 55 30 29 83 . 5 30
Female students 66 . 71 34 46 . . 5 36
All students 57 . 62 32 36 o . 5 33
Total
Male students 63 65 69 62 59 62 76 26 64
Female students 72 78 76 70 79 73 81 32 74
All students 67 72 72 66 69 67 79 29 69
2004
Metropolitan zone
Male students 66 67 64 63 61 57 76 " 65
Female students 74 78 71 72 78 62 74 . 74
All students 70 72 68 67 70 60 75 . 70
Provincial zone
Male students 56 57 61 56 48 43 . 33 55
Female students 69 73 75 70 81 55 . 51 71
All students 62 65 68 63 64 49 . 42 63
Remote
Male students 53 64 58 60 60 24 . 31 54
Female students 81 78 70 73 87 54 . 34 70
All students 66 71 64 66 80 39 . 32 61
Very remote
Male students 43 . 60 30 33 24 . 6 31
Female students 59 . 70 40 60 60 . 9 39
All students 51 . 65 35 45 37 . 7 35
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Table 4A.129

Table 4A.129  Completion rates, year 12, by locality and sex, all schools (per
cent) (a), (b), (c)
NSW Vic (d) Qld WA SA Tas (d) ACT (d)(e) NT (e) Aust

Total
Male students 63 64 63 61 58 49 76 25 62
Female students 73 77 72 7179 58 74 35 73
All students 68 70 68 66 68 53 75 30 68
2005
Metropolitan zone
Male students 65 65 63 62 62 58 72 . 64
Female students 74 76 72 72 74 64 80 " 74
All students 69 70 67 67 68 61 76 - 69
Provincial zone
Male students 54 52 59 55 50 40 . 40 53
Female students 70 74 75 73 78 54 . 49 71
All students 61 63 67 63 63 47 . 44 62
Remote
Male students 53 61 52 61 52 27 . 28 50
Female students 81 87 78 73 93 40 . 39 71
All students 66 73 64 66 70 33 . 33 60
Very remote
Male students 56 . 49 34 40 79 . 9 31
Female students 64 . 63 41 53 66 . 12 38
All students 60 . 56 37 45 74 . 11 34
Total
Male students 62 62 62 60 59 48 72 29 61
Female students 73 75 73 72 75 58 80 36 73
All students 67 68 67 66 67 53 76 32 67
2006
Metropolitan zone
Male students 65 64 62 59 62 55 73 " 64
Female students 73 77 72 7177 71 79 . 74
All students 69 70 67 65 69 63 76 . 69
Provincial zone
Male students 53 52 56 55 52 44 . 35 53
Female students 69 74 74 71 78 59 . 47 71
All students 60 63 65 62 64 51 . 40 61
Remote
Male students 50 61 51 59 60 29 . 33 51
Female students 83 82 75 76 92 46 . 40 71
All students 66 71 62 67 75 37 . 36 61
REPORT ON
GOVERNMENT SCHOOL

SERVICES 2009 EDUCATION



Table 4A.129

Table 4A.129  Completion rates, year 12, by locality and sex, all schools (per
cent) (a), (b), (c)
NSW Vic (d) Qld WA SA Tas (d) ACT (d)(e) NT (e) Aust

Very remote

Male students 63 . 52 29 33 89 . 8 30

Female students 86 . 77 38 56 np . 11 41

All students 74 . 64 33 43 95 . 9 35
Total

Male students 62 61 60 58 59 49 73 27 60

Female students 72 76 73 70 77 64 79 35 73

All students 67 68 66 64 68 56 76 31 67

2007

Metropolitan zone

Male students 65 61 63 63 61 56 73 . 63

Female students 74 74 71 77 76 64 78 " 74

All students 69 67 67 70 68 60 76 - 68
Provincial zone

Male students 54 52 57 58 47 44 . 39 53

Female students 69 70 72 79 74 56 . 48 70

All students 61 61 64 68 59 50 . 43 61
Remote

Male students 58 61 55 60 47 39 . 30 51

Female students 78 94 74 96 89 54 . 35 75

All students 68 77 64 76 66 46 . 32 62
Very remote

Male students 43 . 53 34 24 15 . 7 29

Female students 79 . 66 53 61 82 . 11 42

All students 61 . 59 43 41 44 . 9 35
Total

Male students 62 59 61 62 57 49 73 28 60

Female students 73 73 72 77 76 60 78 35 73

All students 67 66 66 69 66 54 76 31 66

(&) Completion rates are estimated by calculating the number of students who meet the requirements of a
year 12 certificate or equivalent expressed as a percentage of the potential year 12 population. The
potential year 12 population is an estimate of a single year age group which could have attended year
12 that year, calculated as the estimated resident population aged 15-19 divided by five.

(b) Definitions are based on the agreed MCEETYA Geographic Location Classification.

(c) Data for 2006 and earlier years has been revised based on finalised ERP rebased following the 2006
Census of Population and Housing.

(d) There are no very remote areas in Victoria and the ACT. The very remote population in Tasmania is too
small to give meaningful results and has been combined with the remote prior to 2007.

(e) The ACT is included in the metropolitan zone. Darwin is included in the provincial zone.
.. Not applicable. np Not published.

Source: DEEWR (unpublished).
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Table 4A.131

Table 4A.131 Participation in VET in Schools, with apprenticeships and

traineeships disaggregated, 2005 (a)

Unit NSW Vic Qld WA SA Tas ACT NT  Aust

VET in Schools students

School-based

apprentices and no. ('000) 1.2 4.2 5.9 0.9 0.5 0.1 0.1 0.1 13.0

trainees (b)

Other VETin ' w000) 596 31.8 406 164 128 26 44 18 1700

schools students

Total no.('000) 608 360 464 174 133 2.7 4.4 1.9 1829
School students undertaking a senior secondary school
certificate

Total no. ('000) 139.6 1405 86.0 46.7 514 11.0 9.0 5.0 489.2
Proportion of school students undertaking a senior secondary school
certificate who undertook VET in schools

School-based

apprentices and % 0.9 3.0 6.8 2.0 1.0 0.8 0.7 1.0 2.6

trainees

Other VETin o 427 226 472 352 249 239 485 367 347

schools students

Total % 436 256 539 373 259 245 487 382 374

(a) As a result of collecting AVETMISS compliant data for the first time, the 2005 MCEETYA VET in
Schools statistics are subject to some data quality problems. These fall into one of four kinds: the
number of student records provided to NCVER may be incomplete; there may be some fields that are
intended to be used in producing the tables where no data is reported because, for example, it is not
captured in school enrolment processes; the use of secondary data sources to determine some
measures — for example, data to be obtained on the number of school students undertaking a senior
secondary certificate — may not be sufficiently reliable or comparable to the AVETMISS compliant
data; and, differences in definitional and compilation practices used by states and territories to
populate some fields, for example the nominal hours field, resulting in anomalies between states and

territories.

(b) Students who undertook at least one unit of competency/module in a school-based apprenticeship or

traineeship during 2005.

Source: National Centre for Vocational and Education Research (NCVER) (2007) 2005 VET in Schools .
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Table 4A.132

Table 4A.132 Participation in VET in Schools, by school sector, 2005 (a)

Unit NSW  Vic Qd WA SA Tas ACT NT Aust
VET in Schools students (b)
Government . c000) 445 236 318 133 92 23 34 15 1296
schools
Non-government . 000y 162 108 143 40 42 04 11 04 513
schools
Total (c) no.(000) 60.8 360 464 174 133 27 44 19 1829
School students undertaking a senior secondary school
certificate
Government \, o00) 819 767 517 278 324 80 58 41 2885
schools
Non-government . .o00) 547 606 342 182 190 30 32 08 1936
schools
Total (c) no.(000) 139.6 1405 860 467 514 11.0 90 50 489.2
Proportion of school students undertaking a senior secondary
school certificate who undertook VET in schools
Government 544 308 615 479 282 290 57.8 358 449
schools
Non-government 296 17.8 419 221 220 130 332 474 265
schools
Total (c) % 436 256 540 372 259 247 492 377 374

(& As a result of collecting AVETMISS compliant data for the first time, the 2005 MCEETYA VET in
Schools statistics are subject to some data quality problems. These fall into one of four kinds: the
number of student records provided to NCVER may be incomplete; there may be some fields that are
intended to be used in producing the tables where no data is reported because, for example, it is not
captured in school enrolment processes; the use of secondary data sources to determine some
measures — for example, data to be obtained on the number of school students undertaking a senior
secondary certificate — may not be sufficiently reliable or comparable to the AVETMISS compliant data;
and, differences in definitional and compilation practices used by states and territories to populate some
fields, for example the nominal hours field, resulting in anomalies between states and territories.

(b) Students who undertook at least one unit of competency/module in VET in schools during 2005.

(c) Total includes other providers such as TAFE, community education and private providers, however due

to small numbers these are not presented separately.

Source: NCVER (2007) 2005 VET in Schools.
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Table 4A.133

Table 4A.133 Attainment in VET in Schools, by school sector, 2005 (a)
Unit NSW  Vic Qd WA SA Tas ACT NT  Aust
VET in Schools students (b)
Government no.(000) 330 215 170 104 86 20 26 13 963
schools
Non-government . 000) 129 103 81 38 41 04 10 04 410
schools
Total (c) no.(000) 46.0 331 253 142 127 24 35 1.7 139.0
School students undertaking a senior secondary school
certificate
Government no.(000) 819 767 517 278 324 80 58 41 2885
schools
Non-government . 000) 547 606 342 182 190 30 32 08 1936
schools
Total (c) no.(000) 139.6 1405 86.0 467 514 110 90 50 489.2
Proportion of school students undertaking a senior secondary
school certificate who successfully completed VET in schools
Government % 403 280 329 374 264 254 439 321 334
schools
Non-government 236 170 237 208 218 123 303 471 212
schools
Total (c) % 33.0 236 295 304 247 219 392 346 284

(&) As a result of collecting AVETMISS compliant data for the first time, the 2005 MCEETYA VET in
Schools statistics are subject to some data quality problems. These fall into one of four kinds: the
number of student records provided to NCVER may be incomplete; there may be some fields that are
intended to be used in producing the tables where no data is reported because, for example, it is not
captured in school enrolment processes; the use of secondary data sources to determine some
measures — for example, data to be obtained on the number of school students undertaking a senior
secondary certificate — may not be sufficiently reliable or comparable to the AVETMISS compliant data;
and, differences in definitional and compilation practices used by states and territories to populate some
fields, for example the nominal hours field, resulting in anomalies between states and territories.

(b) Students who successfully completed at least one unit of competency/module in VET in schools during

2005.

(c) Total includes other providers such as TAFE, community education and private providers, however due
to small numbers these are not presented separately.

Source:  NCVER (2007) 2005 VET in Schools .
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