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BA Early childhood, education and
training preface  — attachment

Data in this Report are examined by the Children's Services, School Education and Vocational
Education and Training (VET) Working Groups, but have not been formally audited by the
Secretariat.

This file is available in Adobe PDF format on the Review web page (www.pc.gov.au/gsp). Users
without Internet access can contact the Secretariat to obtain these tables (see details on the inside
front cover of the Report).

When adjustments have been made for inflation in the following tables the gross domestic product
(GDP) index (table AA.26) has been used throughout the attachment, except table BA.19, where
the GDP chain price index has been used (table 5A.92). 
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Table BA.1

Table BA.1

2003-04 2004-05 2005-06 2006-07 2007-08
$m $m $m $m $m

Australian Government  2 097  2 087  2 104  2 369  2 586
State and Territory government   86   97   96   98   98
Total recurrent expenditure  2 183  2 184  2 200  2 468  2 684

(a)

(b)

Australian, State and Territory governments real recurrent 
expenditure on child care services, (2007-08 dollars) (a), (b)

Australian, State and Territory Governments (unpublished).

Real expenditure was calculated for 2003-04 to 2006-07 based on the ABS GDP price deflator 
(2007-08 = 100) (table AA.26). This differs from the data presented in the Children's services chapter,
which uses 2008-09 as the base year. 2007-08 is used as the base year in the Early childhood,
education and training (ECET) preface to ensure consistency with other ECET areas.

Source :

Further information pertinent to the data included in this table are provided in the Children's services
chapter attachment tables, see source for details.
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Table BA.9

Table BA.9

Unit NSW Vic Qld WA SA Tas ACT NT Aust (c)
Proportion of population engaged in full time employment, education or training

Indigenous people
15–19 % 62.6 69.4 64.0 54.6 60.1 70.8 77.6 42.2 60.6
20–24 % 39.7 45.2 40.8 30.4 33.2 45.3 59.0 18.1 36.5
15–24 % 53.2 58.8 54.1 44.1 48.5 60.1 68.7 30.9 50.2
18–24 % 40.4 46.9 40.6 31.7 35.1 47.5 59.3 19.2 37.3
25–29 % 37.3 45.1 39.7 29.9 31.0 44.7 59.9 20.5 35.4
15–64 % 41.1 46.7 43.5 35.3 38.1 46.7 59.6 24.9 39.7

Non-Indigenous people
15–19 % 85.4 88.0 83.4 85.3 83.4 83.1 89.0 84.7 85.5
20–24 % 72.5 74.2 71.6 74.3 70.1 65.9 81.9 75.4 72.8
15–24 % 79.1 81.1 77.5 79.9 76.8 75.0 85.2 79.7 79.2
18–24 % 73.2 75.3 71.7 74.8 70.1 67.1 81.7 74.7 73.4
25–29 % 66.7 68.5 65.9 67.1 64.3 58.2 75.9 71.4 67.0
15–64 % 58.6 59.4 59.2 59.9 56.7 53.0 68.0 68.6 59.0

All people (d)
15–19 % 84.6 87.8 82.4 84.0 82.8 82.3 88.7 68.2 84.6
20–24 % 71.6 73.9 70.4 72.7 69.3 64.8 81.5 56.8 71.8
15–24 % 78.3 80.9 76.5 78.5 76.1 74.2 84.9 62.4 78.3
18–24 % 72.3 75.1 70.4 73.2 69.3 66.0 81.3 55.9 72.4
25–29 % 66.1 68.3 65.0 65.9 63.6 57.5 75.7 57.6 66.2
15–64 % 58.2 59.3 58.7 59.2 56.4 52.8 67.9 58.1 58.6

(a)

(b)

(c)
(d)
Source :

Included people whose Indigenous Status is unknown.
ABS (unpublished) 2006 Census of Population and Housing , Canberra.

Australia includes 'Other Territories'.

Full time participation in employment, education or training, by
Indigenous status (per cent), 2006 (a), (b)

Includes people who are participating in full-time employment, full-time education or training, or both part-
time employment and part-time education or training.

Proportions are determined using the number of students educated in the jurisdiction divided by the
estimated residential population for the jurisdiction, for the age group. In some cases students may be
educated in a different jurisdiction to their place of residence. These students are included in the
calculation for the number of students in their jurisdiction of education and the calculation for the
population in their jurisdiction of residence.
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Table BA.10

Table BA.10

Unit NSW Vic Qld WA SA Tas  (d) ACT NT (e) Aust (f)

15–19 year olds
SEIFA IRSD quintile 1 %   81.0   83.7   73.4   64.3   75.2   78.9   81.8   49.5   77.9
SEIFA IRSD quintile 2 %   81.0   84.2   79.5   81.7   81.3   81.2   82.4   72.3   81.5
SEIFA IRSD quintile 3 %   83.8   86.9   81.5   81.2   84.1   84.2   84.8   79.4   83.6
SEIFA IRSD quintile 4 %   86.7   88.7   84.5   84.8   86.2   87.6   86.9   84.7   86.6
SEIFA IRSD quintile 5 %   91.6   92.4   88.7   90.3   89.2 –   89.3   82.7   90.8

20–24 year olds
SEIFA IRSD quintile 1 %   61.9   64.6   55.4   51.0   56.7   55.4   70.6   34.9   59.1
SEIFA IRSD quintile 2 %   64.9   67.6   64.9   69.4   67.6   63.2   63.0   65.8   66.0
SEIFA IRSD quintile 3 %   72.0   72.0   68.6   69.1   69.6   65.1   84.0   67.7   70.7
SEIFA IRSD quintile 4 %   77.3   76.7   73.6   74.0   76.3   77.3   78.7   72.3   75.9
SEIFA IRSD quintile 5 %   81.4   80.7   80.4   81.3   78.7 –   81.8   75.9   80.9

15–24 year olds
SEIFA IRSD quintile 1 %   71.8   74.1   64.8   57.6   65.9   68.3   76.1   42.1   68.7
SEIFA IRSD quintile 2 %   73.6   76.2   72.5   75.3   74.4   72.8   71.3   69.0   74.1
SEIFA IRSD quintile 3 %   77.8   79.8   75.2   75.3   77.1   76.0   84.3   73.7   77.2
SEIFA IRSD quintile 4 %   81.9   82.5   79.1   79.5   81.2   82.4   82.6   78.8   81.2
SEIFA IRSD quintile 5 %   86.6   86.5   84.5   86.0   84.3 –   85.4   78.5   85.8

18–24 year olds
SEIFA IRSD quintile 1 %   63.5   66.4   55.4   50.5   56.9   57.4   71.7   34.8   60.2
SEIFA IRSD quintile 2 %   65.6   68.6   65.0   69.9   67.4   64.3   64.0   62.5   66.6
SEIFA IRSD quintile 3 %   72.4   73.1   68.6   69.3   69.6   67.0   83.2   66.3   71.1
SEIFA IRSD quintile 4 %   77.6   77.6   73.4   74.4   75.9   77.4   78.2   71.7   76.2
SEIFA IRSD quintile 5 %   82.2   82.0   80.8   82.0   78.7 –   81.5   75.9   81.6

25–29 year olds
SEIFA IRSD quintile 1 %   55.1   58.0   52.7   52.3   53.3   51.6   44.4   37.8   54.2
SEIFA IRSD quintile 2 %   58.6   62.4   59.6   65.4   63.0   55.5   69.4   64.3   60.5
SEIFA IRSD quintile 3 %   65.9   65.4   64.2   62.5   64.5   57.6   79.7   64.3   64.8
SEIFA IRSD quintile 4 %   70.9   71.1   68.3   66.9   69.3   68.6   74.0   70.6   69.9
SEIFA IRSD quintile 5 %   77.5   76.0   73.5   73.8   71.3 –   75.8   71.9   75.6

15–64 year olds
SEIFA IRSD quintile 1 %   51.6   51.5   49.3   52.4   49.1   48.3   50.8   41.3   50.4
SEIFA IRSD quintile 2 %   53.2   55.6   55.2   57.0   54.7   51.4   58.9   63.5   54.5
SEIFA IRSD quintile 3 %   58.0   57.8   58.1   57.3   57.4   54.0   71.4   65.6   57.9
SEIFA IRSD quintile 4 %   62.3   61.6   61.0   60.1   60.5   60.5   66.2   67.2   61.5
SEIFA IRSD quintile 5 %   65.5   63.8   65.3   63.6   62.8 –   68.1   70.9   64.8

(a)

Proportion of population engaged in full time employment, education or training

Full time participation in employment, education or training, by SES
based on ABS SEIFA IRSD (per cent), 2006 (a), (b), (c)   

Includes people who are participating in full-time employment, full-time education or training, or both part-
time employment and part-time education or training.
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Table BA.10

Table BA.10

Unit NSW Vic Qld WA SA Tas  (d) ACT NT (e) Aust (f)

Full time participation in employment, education or training, by SES
based on ABS SEIFA IRSD (per cent), 2006 (a), (b), (c)   

(b)

(c)

(d)

(e)

(f)

Source : ABS (unpublished) 2006 Census of Population and Housing , Canberra.

Australia includes 'Other Territories'.

– Nil or rounded to zero.

No people in the fifth quintile were recorded for Tasmania.

There are approximately 47 communities in the NT for whom there is no ABS IRSD score due to their
remoteness and small population.  All but one of these communities are included in the bottom decile.

Proportions are determined using the number of students educated in the jurisdiction divided by the
estimated residential population for the jurisdiction, for the age group. In some cases students may be
educated in a different jurisdiction to their place of residence. These students are included in the
calculation for the number of students in their jurisdiction of education and the calculation for the
population in their jurisdiction of residence.

SES is derived using the ABS SEIFA IRSD disaggregated into quintiles (where 1 is the most
disadvantaged and 5 is the least disadvantaged).
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Table BA.14

Table BA.14

Unit 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008
Applied to enrol

Studying in May %   96.5   96.8   97.0   97.1   96.6
Gained placement but deferred study %   2.2   2.4   2.1   2.1   2.6
Unable to gain placement (c)

TAFE %   0.8   0.4   0.5   0.5   0.5
Other (d) %   0.2   0.1   0.1   0.1   0.1
Higher education %   0.4   0.2   0.4   0.2   0.2

Total unable to gain placement %   1.3   0.8   0.9   0.7   0.7
Total (e) %   100.0   100.0   100.0   100.0   100.0

Total applied to enrol ’000  1 084.8  1 076.8  1 095.4  1 113.0  1 149.4
Did not apply to enrol ’000   288.4   294.4   275.5   277.1   260.7
Total (e) ’000  1 373.2  1 371.2  1 370.9  1 390.1  1 410.1

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)
(e)
Source : ABS (2008 and previous issues) Education and Work , 2004, 2005, 2006, 2007, 2008, Cat. no.

6227.0, Canberra.

Applications to enrol in an educational institution, people aged
15–19 years (a), (b)

Reasons for being unable to gain placement include the course was full; the course was cancelled; the
applicant was not eligible/entry score was too low; the applicant applied too late; or other reasons.

Includes other educational institutions not separately listed.
Totals may not add as a result of rounding.

Data in italics have relative standard errors greater than 25 per cent and need to be used with caution.

The ABS Survey of Education and Work is not conducted very remote areas. This has minor impact on
survey estimates for Australia, as nationally, 0.8 per cent of the population reside in very remote areas.
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Table BA.15

Table BA.15

Unit 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008
Applied to enrol

Studying in May %   93.8   94.0   93.8   95.2   95.3
Gained placement but deferred study %   4.2   3.9   5.0   3.3   3.2
Unable to gain placement (c)

TAFE %   1.0   0.7   0.4   0.9   0.5
Other (d) %   0.2   0.1   0.1   0.2   0.3
Higher education %   0.9   1.2   0.7   0.4   0.8

Total unable to gain placement %   2.0   2.1   1.3   1.5   1.6
Total (e) %   100.0   100.0   100.0   100.0   100.0

Total applied to enrol ’000   557.6   588.2   562.0   566.9   610.9
Did not apply to enrol ’000   830.2   833.4   866.8   876.2   852.0
Total (e) ’000  1 387.8  1 421.6  1 428.8  1 443.1  1 462.9

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)
(e)
Source : ABS (2008 and previous issues) Education and Work , 2004, 2005, 2006, 2007, 2008, Cat. no.

6227.0, Canberra.

Applications to enrol in an educational institution, people aged
20–24 years (a), (b)

Reasons for being unable to gain placement include the course was full; the course was cancelled; the
applicant was not eligible/entry score was too low; the applicant applied too late; or other reasons.

Includes other educational institutions not separately listed.
Totals may not add as a result of rounding.

Data in italics have relative standard errors greater than 25 per cent and need to be used with caution.

The ABS Survey of Education and Work is not conducted very remote areas. This has minor impact on
survey estimates for Australia, as nationally, 0.8 per cent of the population reside in very remote areas.
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Table BA.16

Table BA.16

Unit 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008
Applied to enrol

Studying in May %   91.8   92.2   92.6   93.5   93.0
Gained placement but deferred study %   5.4   5.1   5.2   4.5   4.9
Unable to gain placement (b)

TAFE %   1.3   1.3   1.0   1.0   1.0
Other (c) %   0.4   0.4   0.4   0.4   0.4
Higher education %   1.0   0.9   0.8   0.6   0.7

Total unable to gain placement %   2.8   2.6   2.2   2.0   2.1
Total (d) %   100.0   100.0   100.0   100.0   100.0

Total applied to enrol ’000  2 642.8  2 624.4  2 583.4  2 661.7  2 770.5
Did not apply to enrol ’000  10 530.2  10 671.9  10 811.3  10 968.1  11 080.2
Total (d) ’000  13 173.0  13 296.3  13 394.7  13 629.9  13 850.7

(a)

(b)

(c) 
(d)
Source : ABS (2008 and previous issues) Education and Work , 2004, 2005, 2006, 2007, 2008, Cat. no.

6227.0, Canberra.

Totals may not add as a result of rounding.
Includes other educational institutions not separately listed.

Applications to enrol in an educational institution, people aged
15–64 years (a)

Reasons for being unable to gain placement include the course was full; the course was cancelled; the
applicant was not eligible/entry score was too low; the applicant applied too late; or other reasons.

The ABS Survey of Education and Work is not conducted very remote areas. This has minor impact on
survey estimates for Australia, as nationally, 0.8 per cent of the population reside in very remote areas.
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Table BA.21

Table BA.21

Unit NSW Vic Qld WA SA Tas ACT NT Aust (b)
19 year olds

Indigenous %   46.1   48.1   58.2   41.1   43.6   50.5   59.7   18.3   45.7
Non-Indigenous %   78.8   81.7   82.1   78.2   73.5   70.2   87.1   70.9   79.7
All people (c) %   77.8   81.4   81.0   76.8   72.7   69.0   86.6   51.1   78.6

20–24 year olds
Indigenous %   49.8   56.4   57.9   39.6   42.7   57.2   66.2   18.3   47.4
Non-Indigenous %   83.7   86.4   84.1   81.8   78.6   75.6   91.0   76.9   83.8
All people (c) %   82.8   86.1   83.1   80.3   77.8   74.6   90.6   58.2   82.8

25–64 year olds
Indigenous %   41.4   48.1   43.5   34.0   37.7   41.6   63.7   22.1   39.2
Non-Indigenous %   70.3   69.6   66.3   69.1   64.0   57.9   83.7   72.1   68.7
All people (c) %   69.8   69.5   65.7   68.4   63.6   57.4   83.5   61.8   68.2

(a)

(b)
(c) 

Source :

Proportion of people who have completed year 12 or equivalent or
gained a qualification at certificate level II or above, by Indigenous
status, 2006 (a)

All people' includes people whose highest year of school completed or level of education was not
stated. 'All persons’ include those for whom Indigenous status is unknown and consequently the
proportion of Indigenous people may be under-represented in some jurisdictions. 

ABS (unpublished) 2006 Census of Population and Housing , Canberra.

Australia includes 'Other Territories'.

People who have completed year 12 or certificate II or above (includes certificate I or II nfd, but
excludes people with a certificate nfd, and people whose level of non-school qualification could not be
determined).
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Table BA.22

Table BA.22

Unit NSW Vic Qld WA SA Tas (c) ACT NT (d) Aust  (e)
19 year olds

SEIFA IRSD quintile 1 %   72.7   74.8   69.3   49.3   58.8   56.9 –   32.5   68.0
SEIFA IRSD quintile 2 %   71.2   74.7   75.8   72.2   69.4   65.5   73.2   56.3   72.5
SEIFA IRSD quintile 3 %   76.2   78.6   78.1   70.7   72.3   74.5   86.5   62.5   76.0
SEIFA IRSD quintile 4 %   81.8   82.9   83.3   77.0   78.8   83.7   81.7   67.6   81.7
SEIFA IRSD quintile 5 %   88.1   89.7   90.4   88.8   85.4 –   87.2   65.9   88.8

20–24 year olds
SEIFA IRSD quintile 1 %   75.9   78.7   70.6   59.0   64.4   64.1   71.9   34.6   71.6
SEIFA IRSD quintile 2 %   76.5   79.8   77.7   77.0   75.5   71.0   77.0   68.6   77.2
SEIFA IRSD quintile 3 %   82.8   83.6   81.0   74.7   75.9   78.2   92.0   68.3   80.9
SEIFA IRSD quintile 4 %   86.7   88.0   86.0   82.0   85.2   88.9   87.9   75.1   86.3
SEIFA IRSD quintile 5 %   91.7   93.3   92.3   90.5   89.3 –   91.1   77.6   91.9

25–64 year olds
SEIFA IRSD quintile 1 %   58.8   55.9   51.8   55.1   51.6   48.2   55.3   42.9   54.9
SEIFA IRSD quintile 2 %   60.9   60.5   57.6   62.6   60.0   53.6   72.3   65.3   60.0
SEIFA IRSD quintile 3 %   68.0   65.5   63.2   63.0   60.2   61.6   83.6   67.6   65.2
SEIFA IRSD quintile 4 %   74.5   71.7   70.2   68.8   69.8   74.0   80.8   71.9   71.8
SEIFA IRSD quintile 5 %   84.5   81.6   78.3   80.5   79.1 –   84.4   74.8   81.8

(a)

(b)

(c)
(d)

(e)
– Nil or rounded to zero.

Source :

No people in the fifth quintile were recorded for Tasmania.

ABS (unpublished) 2006 Census of Population and Housing , Canberra.

Proportion of population having attained at least a year 12 or
equivalent or certificate II or above, by SES based on SEIFA IRSD,
2006 (a), (b)

SES is derived using the ABS SEIFA IRSD disaggregated into quintiles (where 1 is the most
disadvantaged and 5 is the least disadvantaged).

Australia includes 'Other Territories'.

Includes people who have completed year 12 or certificate II or above (includes certificate I or II nfd, but
excludes people with a certificate nfd, and people whose level of non-school qualification could not be
determined), as well as people with no SIEFA Score.

There are approximately 47 communities in the NT for whom there is no ABS IRSD score due to their
remoteness and small population.  All but one of these communities are included in the bottom decile.
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Table BA.24

Table BA.24

Unit NSW Vic Qld WA SA Tas ACT NT Aust (b)
%   72.5   67.9   75.2   81.0   77.3   71.1   58.2   88.3   76.0
%   48.4   49.5   53.2   50.3   54.9   56.1   38.8   46.9   50.3
%   48.9   49.7   53.8   51.1   55.2   56.6   39.1   56.2   50.8

(a)

(b)

(c)

Source : ABS (unpublished) 2006 Census of Population and Housing , Canberra.

All people (c)

'Certificate III or above' includes certificate III, IV, diploma, advanced diploma, bachelors degree and
above. Based on ABS decision tree for determination of level of highest education attainment.

Australia includes 'Other Territories'.

Non-Indigenous
Indigenous

Proportion of 20–64 year old population who do not have
qualifications at or above certificate III, by Indigenous status, 2006
(a)

'All people’ include those for whom Indigenous status is unknown and consequently the proportion of
Indigenous students may be under-represented in some jurisdictions.
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Table BA.25

Table BA.25

Unit NSW Vic Qld WA SA Tas  (d) ACT NT (e) Aust  (f)
SEIFA IRSD quintile 1 %   62.0   65.1   66.2   62.3   66.8   64.6   63.0   72.4   64.4
SEIFA IRSD quintile 2 %   55.8   57.8   60.4   57.0   58.7   59.5   52.7   53.0   57.6
SEIFA IRSD quintile 3 %   50.2   52.4   55.8   56.2   58.5   53.5   39.5   50.5   53.2
SEIFA IRSD quintile 4 %   44.3   47.4   50.5   50.6   49.7   42.7   41.6   46.5   47.7
SEIFA IRSD quintile 5 %   35.0   38.1   42.8   39.5   39.6 –   38.0   46.3   38.2

(a)

(b)

(c)
(d)
(e)

(f)
– Nil or rounded to zero.

Source :

Proportion of 20–64 year old population who do not have
qualifications at or above certificate III, 2006 (by SES based on
SEIFA IRSD) (a), (b), (c) 

Excludes people whose level of education was not stated.
No people in the fifth quintile were recorded for Tasmania

ABS (unpublished) 2006 Census of Population and Housing , Canberra.

'Certificate III or above' includes certificate III, IV, diploma, advanced diploma, bachelors degree and
above. Based on ABS decision tree for determination of level of highest education attainment.

SES is derived using the ABS SEIFA IRSD disaggregated into quintiles (where 1 is the most
disadvantaged and 5 is the least disadvantaged).

Australia includes 'Other Territories'.

There are approximately 47 communities in the NT for whom there is no ABS IRSD score due to their
remoteness and small population.  All but one of these communities are included in the bottom decile.
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Table BA.27

Table BA.27

Unit NSW Vic Qld WA SA Tas ACT NT Aust  (b)
Indigenous % 29.3 33.2 26.0 20.5 26.4 30.5 33.6 14.0 25.6
Non-Indigenous % 36.2 34.7 35.2 36.4 34.7 34.2 35.1 38.5 35.5
All people (c) % 36.1 34.8 35.0 36.0 34.6 34.1 35.1 33.1 35.3

(a)

(b)
(c) 

Source :

Proportion of 20–64 year old population with or working towards
post school qualification in certificate III, IV, diploma and advanced
diploma, by Indigenous status, 2006 (a)

Australia includes Other Territories.

ABS (unpublished) 2006 Census of Population and Housing , Canberra.

Includes people who have indicated that they have attained one of these qualifications, and people who
have indicated that they are working towards a post school qualification. The Census does not enable
disaggregation by qualification type, therefore this figure is an overcount of the required population.

‘All people’ excludes people whose level of education or attendance status was not stated, and include
those for whom Indigenous status is unknown. Consequently, the proportion of Indigenous Australians
may be under-represented in some jurisdictions.
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Table BA.31

Table BA.31

Unit

Prose literacy % 48.0 ± 5.2 62.6 ± 5.8 58.3 ± 5.3 56.4 ± 1.7
Document literacy % 53.5 ± 5.8 63.1 ± 6.3 64.7 ± 6.0 56.5 ± 2.1

Prose literacy %   55.3 ± 5.1   62.6 ± 4.5   61.3 ± 4.0   55.7 ± 1.2
Document literacy % 55.6 ± 6.0 64.0 ± 4.1 61.3 ± 4.2 55.1 ± 1.3

(a)

2006

1996

Proportion of 15–64 year olds at level 3 or above for prose and 
document literacy skills, by age (a)

ABS (2008 and unpublished) Adult Literacy and Life Skills Surve y 2006, Cat. no. 4228.0, 
Canberra.

Source :

The 95 per cent confidence interval (a reliability estimate) associated with each proportion estimate is
reported (for example, 80.0 per cent ± 2.7 per cent). See section A.5 of the Statistical appendix for more
information on confidence intervals and relative standard errors. 

      15–19       20–24       25–29       15–64
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Table BA.32

Table BA.32

Unit
Employed % 49.7 ± 7.8 60.3 ± 6.8 60.0 ± 7.9 56.0 ± 2.4
Unemployed % 16.9 ± 19.7 21.8 ± 20.9 28.9 ± 24.5 27.0 ± 7.5
Total % 43.3 ± 6.0 54.9 ± 5.9 56.9 ± 6.3 50.2 ± 2.0

(a)

Source :

Proportion of 15–64 year olds at level 3 or above for numeracy, by 
age and employment status, 2006 (a)

The 95 per cent confidence interval (a reliability estimate) associated with each proportion estimate is
reported (for example, 80.0 per cent ± 2.7 per cent). See section A.5 of the Statistical appendix for
more information on confidence intervals and relative standard errors. 

ABS (2008 and unpublished) Adult Literacy and Life Skills Survey 2006 , Cat. no. 4228.0, 
Canberra.
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Table BA.33

Table BA.33

Unit
Prose literacy

Level 1 and 2 % 60.7 ± 4.0 49.6 ± 3.2 41.3 ± 3.1 38.7 ± 3.2 28.4 ± 3.5
Level 3 and above % 39.3 ± 4.0 50.4 ± 3.2 58.7 ± 3.1 61.3 ± 3.2 71.6 ± 3.5
Total % 100.0 ± 0.0 100.0 ± 0.0 100.0 ± 0.0 100.0 ± 0.0 100.0 ± 0.0

Document literacy
Level 1 and 2 % 60.0  ± 3.9 48.3  ± 3.9 41.5  ± 2.9 38.8  ± 3.7 29.3  ± 3.7
Level 3 and above % 40.0  ± 3.9 51.6  ± 3.9 58.4  ± 2.9 61.2  ± 3.7 70.7  ± 3.7
Total % 100.0 ± 0.0 100.0 ± 0.0 100.0 ± 0.0 100.0 ± 0.0 100.0 ± 0.0

Numeracy
Level 1 and 2 % 66.2  ± 4.2 56.4  ± 3.9 47.4  ± 3.6 44.3  ± 4.0 35.3  ± 4.4
Level 3 and above % 33.8  ± 4.2 43.6  ± 3.9 52.6  ± 3.6 55.7  ± 4.0 64.7  ± 4.4

Total % 100.0 ± 0.0 100.0 ± 0.0 100.0 ± 0.0 100.0 ± 0.0 100.0 ± 0.0

All people '000

(a)

(b)

Source :

Proportion of people aged 15–64 years at literacy levels 3 and above
by SES, Australia (SES based on SEIFA IRSD) (a), (b)

The 95 per cent confidence interval (a reliability estimate) associated with each proportion estimate is
reported (for example, 80.0 per cent ± 2.7 per cent). See section A.5 of the Statistical appendix for more
information on confidence intervals and relative standard errors. 

ABS (2008 and unpublished) Adult Literacy and Life Skills Survey 2006 , Cat. no. 4228.0,
Canberra.

2686.3 2680.6 2775.1 2764.7 2741.2

SES based on ABS SEIFA IRSD quintiles (where 1 is the most disadvantaged and 5 is the least
disadvantaged).

quintile 5quintile 1 quintile 2 quintile 3 quintile 4
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Table BA.34

Table BA.34

Unit
Prose literacy

Level 1 and 2 % 54.9 ± 2.3 48.4 ± 3.8 27.2 ± 5.2 18.4 ± 2.7
Level 3 and above % 45.1 ± 2.3 51.6 ± 3.8 72.8 ± 5.2 81.6 ± 2.7
Total % 100.0 ± 0.0 100.0 ± 0.0 100.0 ± 0.0 100.0 ± 0.0

Document literacy
Level 1 and 2 % 54.8 ± 2.2 47.0 ± 5.6 31.3 ± 5.2 17.1 ± 2.6
Level 3 and above % 45.2 ± 2.2 53.0 ± 5.6 68.7 ± 5.2 82.9 ± 2.6
Total % 100.0 ± 0.0 100.0 ± 0.0 100.0 ± 0.0 100.0 ± 0.0

Numeracy
Level 1 and 2 % 61.4 ± 2.1 53.6 ± 3.8 42.5 ± 5.7 20.7 ± 3.6
Level 3 and above % 38.6 ± 2.1 46.4 ± 3.8 57.5 ± 5.7 79.4 ± 3.6
Total % 100.0 ± 0.0 100.0 ± 0.0 100.0 ± 0.0 100.0 ± 0.0

All people '000

(a)
(b)

(c)
Source :

Proportion of people aged 15–64 years at literacy level 3 and
above, by SES, Australia (SES based on highest level of
educational attainment) (a), (b)

Year 12 or 
below (c)

Certificate 
III/IV

Diploma / 
Advanced 

Diploma

Bachelor 
Degree or 

above

SES based on highest level of educational attainment.
The 95 per cent confidence interval (a reliability estimate) associated with each proportion estimate
is reported (for example, 80.0 per cent ± 2.7 per cent). See section A.5 of the Statistical appendix
for more information on confidence intervals and relative standard errors. 

Year 12 or below includes certificate I, II, I or II, and certificate nfd.
ABS (2008 and unpublished) Adult Literacy and Life Skills Survey 2006 , Cat. no. 4228.0,
Canberra.

7199.3 2242.7 1204.6 2876.5
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Table BA.35

Table BA.35

Unit Disability Regional  (c) Indigenous Low SES
Students

% 3.7 19.4 1.3 14.8
% 4.0 19.1 1.2 14.6
% 4.0 19.0 1.2 14.7
% 4.1 18.9 1.3 14.9
% 4.1 18.8 1.3 15.0

Representation in the community (d) % 8.0 27.8 2.2 25.0

Low SES = low socio-economic status
(a)
(b)
(c) 
(d)
Source : DEEWR (2009 and unpublished), Higher Education Student Statistics 2008, Canberra.

Refer publication for additional details.

2006
2007
2008

Representation in the community in 2006.

2004

Regional includes regional, remote, rural and isolated areas.
Students can be included in more than one selected group

Higher education participation by selected groups (a), (b)

2005
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Table BA.36

Table BA.36

NSW Vic Qld WA SA Tas ACT NT Aust
Skilled Vacancies Index - trend data

76.6 99.4 73.7 96.6 93.3 95.6 np 109.2 88.6
71.2 94.1 68.7 93.9 90.5 94.1 np 106.4 84.0
64.7 88.2 63.5 89.7 87.0 90.8 np 102.5 78.5
57.7 82.1 58.2 83.7 82.3 85.6 np 97.2 72.5
50.8 75.6 52.7 75.3 76.1 78.9 np 91.2 65.6
44.7 68.1 47.4 65.2 68.7 71.8 np 84.4 58.3

39.5 60.3 42.7 54.6 61.6 65.9 np 78.9 51.2
35.5 53.6 39.0 45.5 56.1 62.4 np 76.1 45.5
32.4 49.0 36.1 39.5 52.6 61.0 np 75.4 41.6
30.0 46.1 33.7 35.7 50.9 60.2 np 75.7 39.1
28.0 44.5 31.5 33.1 50.1 59.6 np 75.8 37.3

June 26.6 43.8 29.6 31.5 49.9 59.3 np 75.7 36.1

(a)

(b)

(c)

Source : DEEWR 2009, Skilled Vacancies Index , Canberra.

The Skilled Vacancies Index is the number of skilled vacancies in selected capital city newspapers,
using trend data and converted to an index (2007 = 100). The data are based on a count of selected
skilled vacancies in capital city newspapers. 

The data are also available for trades and professionals. Full data are available at
http://www.workplace.gov.au/workplace/Publications/LabourMarketAnalysis/VacancyReports/.

Data are collected for the ACT but not published.
np Not published.

May

October
November

January
February

December
2009

March
April

Skilled Vacancies Index 2008-09 (a), (b), (c) 

July
August
September

2008
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