
9A Public hospitals — attachment

Definitions for the indicators and descriptors in this attachment are in section 9.8 (see Report on 
Government Services 2006 [2006 Report], chapter 9). Data in the 2006 Report are examined by
the Health Working Group, but have not been formally audited by the Secretariat. Unsourced
information was obtained from the Australian, State and Territory governments.
This file is available in Adobe PDF format on the Review web page (www.pc.gov.au/gsp).
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Table 9A.2

Table 9A.2

NSW Vic Qld WA SA Tas ACT  (d) NT Aust 
1999-2000

Public hospitals
     Indigenous people   363.4   413.1   708.3   868.9   875.5   132.2  1 461.7  1 105.0   652.4
     Total population   192.1   211.7   205.0   202.0   232.6   160.1   219.2   372.9   204.6

Private Hospitals
     Indigenous people   83.0   14.1   13.9   16.0   15.9 np   5.5 na   31.6
     Total population   93.5   110.0   133.8   121.4   101.7   108.2   84.7 na   107.6
2000-01  

Public hospitals         
     Indigenous people   403.8   461.4   671.6   852.2   772.6   110.6   858.0  1 031.6   637.5
     Total population   187.9   213.6   195.5   199.7   228.8   150.5   217.0   370.9   201.1

Private Hospitals
     Indigenous people   8.5   20.3   31.4   55.5   17.5 np   18.3 na   21.7
     Total population   97.2   120.6   151.4   137.9   115.7   135.7   89.6 na   118.3
2001-02

Public hospitals
     Indigenous people   361.1   416.0   676.5   752.7   743.6   139.4   982.8  1 129.6   614.3
     Total population   188.6   222.5   192.5   190.7   229.7   165.0   216.3   394.3   202.8

Private Hospitals
     Indigenous people   7.5   21.9   23.6   71.3   13.1 np   31.5 na   21.3
     Total population   103.4   118.2   165.5   143.0   123.0   145.3   93.9 na   123.8
2002-03

Public hospitals
     Indigenous people   406.7   476.0   685.2   809.4   788.1   173.1  1 200.0  1 223.3   657.2
     Total population   190.2   231.3   189.4   195.4   231.0   164.5   219.7   422.5   205.7

Private Hospitals
     Indigenous people   7.2   20.1   64.1   109.7   16.2 np np np   37.7
     Total population   104.2   130.4   162.8   148.1   130.0 np np np   129.5
2003-04

Public hospitals
     Indigenous people   426.4   471.8   710.9   789.3   853.9   175.3  1 118.5  1 286.2   677.6
     Total population   192.9   235.0   189.3   191.0   235.9   162.8   235.6   428.9   207.7

Private Hospitals
     Indigenous people   11.1   14.7   70.7   198.3   51.2 np np np   55.7
     Total population   103.0   133.9   167.8   149.8   124.8 np np np   130.9
(a)
(b)

Indicative estimates of separations per 1000 people, by reported
Indigenous status (number) (a), (b), (c)

Directly age standardised to the Australian population at 30 June 2001.
Identification of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander patients is not considered to be complete and
completeness varies among jurisdictions. The variation in the number of Indigenous separations per
1000 Indigenous population among the states and territories suggests that there was variation in the
proportion of Indigenous persons who were identified as such in the hospital morbidity data collections
and/or in the total population. 
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Table 9A.2

Table 9A.2

NSW Vic Qld WA SA Tas ACT  (d) NT Aust 

Indicative estimates of separations per 1000 people, by reported
Indigenous status (number) (a), (b), (c)

(c)

(d)

na Not available. np Not published.
Source : AIHW (unpublished); AIHW, Australian Hospital Statistics , AIHW Cat. nos HSE 14, 20, 25, 32

and 37 (various years), Canberra; 2006 Report, table 9A.11.

The quality of the data provided for Indigenous status since 2001-02 has improved due to the use of the
National Health Data Dictionary definitions by all jurisdictions. It is still in need of improvement, however,
as it is considered acceptable for SA, WA and the NT only. Data on Indigenous status should therefore
be interpreted cautiously.
Rates reported for Indigenous people in the ACT are subject to variability, given the small Indigenous
population in the jurisdiction. A high proportion of separations are for maintenance renal dialysis
episodes attributable to a small number of people. 
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