
Preamble

4A Vocational education and training 
— attachment 

4A.1  Information on sample data 

Most of the tables containing survey data also report the 95 per cent confidence interval for the
estimate reported.

Definitions for the indicators and descriptors in this attachment are in section 4.6 of the Report on
Government Services 2007 (2007 Report). Data in this Report are examined by the Vocational
Education and Training Working Group, but have not been formally audited by the Secretariat. A
peer review process is also undertaken by the Vocational Education and Training Working Group
in the development of the data definitions. Unsourced information was obtained from the
Australian, State and Territory governments.

This file is available in Adobe PDF format on the Review web page (www.pc.gov.au/gsp). Users 
without Internet access can contact the Secretariat to obtain these tables (details on the inside front 
cover of the Report).

When adjustments have been made for inflation in the following tables the gross domestic product
(GDP) chain price index has been used.

The results reported in tables 4A.5–4.A.6 were estimated by conducting surveys of samples of the
group or population in question. These results are subject to sampling error. The data obtained from 
a sample may differ from the ‘true’ data that would have been obtained from the entire group or
population. Consequently, care needs to be taken when using survey results (see 2007 Report,
section A.12, appendix A for further details).
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Table 4A.1

Table 4A.1
NSW Vic Qld WA SA Tas ACT NT Aust

Proportion of VET students, all ages
Reported as Indigenous 3.6 1.2 5.8 7.3 4.4 3.6 1.7 45.2 4.3
Reported as non-Indigenous 79.0 90.9 84.1 74.2 82.5 93.8 91.9 54.0 82.8
Indigenous status not reported 17.5 7.9 10.1 18.5 13.2 2.7 6.5 0.8 12.8
All students 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Adjusted for not reported 4.3 1.3 6.5 8.9 5.0 3.7 1.8 45.6 5.0

2.1 0.6 3.4 3.5 1.8 3.8 1.3 29.8 2.4

Participation rate (c)
Indigenous students 17.8 18.7 14.0 16.9 22.3 9.1 12.2 21.6 17.1
All 15–64 year old students 8.8 8.1 7.1 7.1 7.8 8.7 8.3 12.0 8.1

(a)

(b)

(c)

NCVER AVETMISS collection (unpublished); ABS Australian Demographic Statistics, Cat. no.
3101.0 (unpublished) (table AA.2); ABS Experimental Estimates and Projections, Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islanders , Cat. no. 3238.0 (table AA.8); 2007 Report, table 4A.13.

Source : 

The Indigenous participation rate is the number of students of all ages who reported being Indigenous as
a percentage of the experimental estimates of Indigenous people aged 15–64 years for 30 June 2005
(ABS Experimental estimates and projections, Indigenous Australians, 3238.0 (30 June 1991 to
30 June 2009); low projection series, tables 25–34, pp. 53–62). The Indigenous participation rate in the
2005 Report and in other VET publications was based on the number of students who reported being
Indigenous as a percentage of the total Indigenous population from the ABS experimental projection of
all Indigenous people.

Care needs to be taken in interpreting these data as the Indigenous population data has a lower age
profile than the non-Indigenous population. Participation rates for all ages are likely to differ from
participation rates for working age populations.

VET participation by Indigenous status, 2005 (per cent) (a), (b)

Data on participation are limited to students who have participated in Australia's government funded VET
system. This excludes students who train under government specific purpose funding, students enrolled
in fee-for-service activity, students participating in VET programs in schools and credit transfer activity.

Proportion of total population reported as Indigenous

Proportion of people
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