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3A  Children’s services — attachment

Definitions for the indicators and descriptors in this attachment are in section 3.6 of the chapter
in the Report on Government Services 2008 (2008 Report). Unsourced information was
obtained from the Australian, State and Territory governments. Data in this Report are examined
by the Children’s Services Working Group, but have not been formally audited by the
Secretariat. 

This file is available in Adobe PDF format on the Review web page (www.pc.gov.au/gsp).
Users without Internet access can contact the Secretariat to obtain these tables (see details on the
inside front cover of the Report).
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Table 3A.1

Table 3A.1

NSW Vic Qld WA SA Tas ACT NT Aust
Children from non-English speaking backgrounds (c)

Representation in child care services 
15.3 12.2 6.2 7.7 6.0 2.2 10.6 7.5 10.7

na na na na na na na na na
16.3 12.3 5.9 7.2 6.4 2.4 11.0 6.3 10.8
17.4 13.5 6.3 7.9 6.9 3.4 12.1 8.1 11.6
17.0 12.8 5.1 6.4 8.0 2.5 9.7 8.5 10.9

Representation in the community (f) 23.2 21.7 11.9 15.5 13.7 7.2 16.2 36.8 18.8
Indigenous children (g)

Representation in child care services  
1.4 0.6 2.1 2.1 1.2 0.7 0.8 10.4 1.5
na na na na na na na na na
1.5 0.5 2.7 1.7 1.4 1.2 0.7 9.8 1.7
1.6 0.6 2.5 1.8 1.3 1.0 0.7 10.7 1.6
1.6 0.7 2.2 2.1 2.1 1.4 0.7 11.1 1.7

Representation in the community (f) 4.1 1.2 6.2 5.6 3.3 6.5 2.3 39.2 4.4
Children from low-income families (h)

Representation in child care services  
.. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..
.. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..

29.1 29.0 35.2 34.3 35.4 33.6 13.7 19.1 31.2
28.0 28.3 33.8 32.6 33.0 31.5 12.4 18.8 29.9
25.2 26.5 28.6 27.6 29.3 29.1 10.4 17.5 26.6

Representation in the community (i) 27.2 27.0 28.9 25.3 30.3 34.2 9.4 13.2 27.3
Children with a disability (j)

Representation in child care services  
2.3 2.2 1.9 1.9 3.9 2.2 1.6 1.5 2.3
na na na na na na na na na
2.3 2.3 2.1 1.6 3.3 2.5 2.1 2.0 2.3
2.1 2.0 2.0 1.7 3.5 2.2 2.1 2.4 2.1
3.1 2.4 2.2 2.5 3.8 2.3 1.8 3.7 2.7

Representation in the community 8.0 6.8 7.6 8.9 8.8 6.2 7.5 np 7.7
Children from regional and remote areas

Regional
Representation in child care services 

.. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..

.. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..

.. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..
25.9 22.5 38.9 18.2 16.2 99.6 – 74.0 28.8
25.6 25.0 36.6 18.9 17.9 99.4 0.1 77.3 29.02006 (e)

1999
2000
2002 (d)
2004 (d)

2006 (e)

1999
2000
2002 (d)
2004 (d)
2006 (e)

1999
2000
2002 (d)
2004 (d)

2000
2002 (d)
2004 (d)
2006 (e)

Representation of special needs groups in attendees at Australian
Government approved child care services, children aged 0–12 (per
cent) (a), (b)

2000
1999

2002 (d)
2004 (d)
2006 (e)

1999
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Table 3A.1

Table 3A.1

NSW Vic Qld WA SA Tas ACT NT Aust

Representation of special needs groups in attendees at Australian
Government approved child care services, children aged 0–12 (per
cent) (a), (b)

Representation in the community (f) 28.9 28.2 45.9 24.8 26.7 97.9 0.2 51.4 33.1
Remote

Representation in child care services 
.. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..
.. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..
.. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..

0.4 0.1 1.6 5.0 2.0 0.4 .. 26.0 1.4
0.3 – 1.3 3.7 2.0 0.6 .. 22.7 1.1

Representation in the community (f) 0.7 0.1 4.4 8.6 4.4 2.0 .. 50.7 3.0

(a)

(b) There may be double counting of children where a child attends more than one child care service.
(c) 

(d)

(e) Excludes Aboriginal playgroups and enrichment programs.
(f)

(g)

(h)

(i)

(j)

Source :

2006 (e)

1999
2000
2002 (d)
2004 (d)

Data weighted from the Australian Government Census of Child Care Services (AGCCCS). In the 2008
Report, numbers are based on final data from the 2006 AGCCCS and differ from the preliminary numbers
published in the 2007 Report. 

 na Not available. .. Not applicable. – Nil or rounded to zero.  np Not published.

'Indigenous children' in the AGCCCS as children who child care services identify as being of Aboriginal or
Torres Strait Islander origin. The 'representation in the community data' refer to children of an Indigenous
descent who identify as being Indigenous.

Children from non-English speaking backgrounds' are defined in the AGCCCS as children who speak, or
whose parent/guardian speak a language other than English at home. The 'representation in the
community' data refer to the proportion of children who do not speak English as their main language at
home.

FaCSIA, Australian Government Census of Child Care Services (unpublished); ABS 2006
Census of Population and Housing (unpublished); ABS Survey of Income and Housing Costs
2005-06 (unpublished), ABS Survey of Disability, Ageing and Carers 2003 (unpublished); 2008
Report, table 3A.20.

Data for representation in the community are estimated from the ABS 2006 Census of Population and
Housing, except for 'children from low-income families' and 'children with a disability'.

Data exclude children from multifunctional aboriginal children's services, multifunctional children's
services, Aboriginal playgroups and enrichment programs and mobile and toy library services.

Data relate to children aged 0-12 years from families with a gross annual parental income of less than
$33 361(the cut-off point for receiving the maximum amount of child care benefits as at May 2006). 

'Children with a disability' are defined in the AGCCS as children who child care services identify as having
a continuing disability including intellectual, sensory or physical impairment. The 'representation in the
community' data refer to children with any limitation, restriction or impairment, which has lasted, or is
likely to last, for at least six months and restricts everyday activities. These data were obtained from the
ABS 2003 Survey of Disability, Ageing and Carers. Due to the small sample size, data for the NT are not
published. 

The data showing representation children from low income families in the community were obtained from
the ABS 2005-06 Survey of Income and Housing Costs. Data in italics have relative standard errors
above 25 per cent, and need to be used with caution. 
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