
Preamble

4A School education — attachment

Definitions for the indicators and descriptors in this attachment are in section 4.6 of the chapter
of the chapter in the Report on Government Services 2008 (2008 Report). Data in this Report
are examined by the School Education Working Group, but have not been formally audited by
the Secretariat. Unsourced information was obtained from the Australian, State and Territory
governments.

This file is available in Adobe PDF format on the Review web page (www.pc.gov.au/gsp). Users
without Internet access can contact the Secretariat to obtain these tables (details on the inside
front cover of the Report).

SCHOOL 
EDUCATION

INDIGENOUS
COMPENDIUM 2008



Contents

Attachment contents

Table 4A.1 Australian Government specific purpose payments for schools, 2005-06 

Table 4A.2 Indigenous full time students, 2006

Table 4A.3 Student body mix, government schools (per cent)

Table 4A.4 Student body mix, non-government schools (per cent)

Table 4A.5 Student body mix, all schools (per cent)

Table 4A.6 Proportion of year 3 students who achieved the reading benchmark, 2002 (per cent)   

Table 4A.7 Proportion of year 5 students who achieved the reading benchmark, 2002 (per cent)   

Table 4A.8 Proportion of year 7 students who achieved the reading benchmark, 2002 (per cent)   

Table 4A.9 Exemptions, absences and participation of equity groups in reading testing, 2002 (per
cent)

Table 4A.10 Proportion of year 3 students who achieved the writing benchmark, 2002 (per cent)   

Table 4A.11 Proportion of year 5 students who achieved the writing benchmark, 2002 (per cent)   

Table 4A.12 Proportion of year 7 students who achieved the writing benchmark, 2002 (per cent)   

Table 4A.13 Exemptions, absences and participation of equity groups in writing testing, 2002 (per
cent)

Table 4A.14 Proportion of year 3 students who achieved the numeracy benchmark, 2002 (per cent)   

Table 4A.15 Proportion of year 5 students who achieved the numeracy benchmark, 2002 (per cent)   

Table 4A.16 Proportion of year 7 students who achieved the numeracy benchmark, 2002 (per cent)   

Table 4A.17 Exemptions, absences and participation of equity groups in numeracy testing, 2002 (per
cent)

Table 4A.18 Proportion of year 3 students who achieved the reading benchmark, 2003 (per cent)   

Table 4A.19 Proportion of year 5 students who achieved the reading benchmark, 2003 (per cent)   

Table 4A.20 Proportion of year 7 students who achieved the reading benchmark, 2003 (per cent)   

Table 4A.21 Exemptions, absences and participation by equity group in reading testing, 2003 (per
cent)

Table 4A.22 Proportion of year 3 students who achieved the writing benchmark, 2003 (per cent)   

Table 4A.23 Proportion of year 5 students who achieved the writing benchmark, 2003 (per cent)   

Table 4A.24 Proportion of year 7 students who achieved the writing benchmark, 2003 (per cent)   

Table 4A.25 Exemptions, absences and participation by equity group in writing testing, 2003 (per
cent)

Table 4A.26 Proportion of year 3 students who achieved the numeracy benchmark, 2003 (per cent)   

SCHOOL
EDUCATION

INDIGENOUS
COMPENDIUM 2008



Contents

Attachment contents

Table 4A.27 Proportion of year 5 students who achieved the numeracy benchmark, 2003 (per cent)   

Table 4A.28 Proportion of year 7 students who achieved the numeracy benchmark, 2003 (per cent)   

Table 4A.29 Exemptions, absences and participation by equity group in numeracy testing, 2003 (per
cent)

Table 4A.30 Proportion of year 3 students who achieved the reading benchmark, 2004 (per cent)   

Table 4A.31 Proportion of year 5 students who achieved the reading benchmark, 2004 (per cent)   

Table 4A.32 Proportion of year 7 students who achieved the reading benchmark, 2004 (per cent)   

Table 4A.33 Exemptions, absences and participation by equity group in reading testing, 2004 (per
cent)

Table 4A.34 Proportion of year 3 students who achieved the writing benchmark, 2004 (per cent)   

Table 4A.35 Proportion of year 5 students who achieved the writing benchmark, 2004 (per cent)   

Table 4A.36 Proportion of year 7 students who achieved the writing benchmark, 2004 (per cent)   

Table 4A.37 Exemptions, absences and participation by equity group in writing testing, 2004 (per
cent)

Table 4A.38 Proportion of year 3 students who achieved the numeracy benchmark, 2004 (per cent)   

Table 4A.39 Proportion of year 5 students who achieved the numeracy benchmark, 2004 (per cent)   

Table 4A.40 Proportion of year 7 students who achieved the numeracy benchmark, 2004 (per cent)   

Table 4A.41 Exemptions, absences and participation by equity group in numeracy testing, 2004 (per
cent)

Table 4A.42 Proportion of year 3 students who achieved the reading benchmark, 2005 (per cent)   

Table 4A.43 Proportion of year 5 students who achieved the reading benchmark, 2005 (per cent)   

Table 4A.44 Proportion of year 7 students who achieved the reading benchmark, 2005 (per cent)   

Table 4A.45 Exemptions, absences and participation by equity group in reading testing, 2005 (per
cent)

Table 4A.46 Proportion of year 3 students who achieved the writing benchmark, 2005 (per cent)   

Table 4A.47 Proportion of year 5 students who achieved the writing benchmark, 2005 (per cent)   

Table 4A.48 Proportion of year 7 students who achieved the writing benchmark, 2005 (per cent)   

Table 4A.49 Exemptions, absences and participation by equity group in writing testing, 2005 (per
cent)

Table 4A.50 Proportion of year 3 students who achieved the numeracy benchmark, 2005 (per cent)   

SCHOOL
EDUCATION

INDIGENOUS
COMPENDIUM 2008



Contents

Attachment contents

Table 4A.51 Proportion of year 5 students who achieved the numeracy benchmark, 2005 (per cent)   

Table 4A.52 Proportion of year 7 students who achieved the numeracy benchmark, 2005 (per cent)   

Table 4A.53 Exemptions, absences and participation by equity group in numeracy testing, 2005 (per
cent)

Table 4A.54 Proportion of year 6 students achieving at or above the proficient standard in science
literacy, by equity group, 2003 (per cent)  

Table 4A.55 Proportion of years 6 and 10 students achieving at or above the proficient standard in
civics and citizenship performance, by equity group, Australia, 2004 (per cent)  

Table 4A.56 Proportion of students achieving level 3 or above in the overall reading literacy scale, by
equity group (per cent)  

Table 4A.57 Proportion of students achieving level 3 or above in the overall mathematical literacy
scale, by equity group (per cent)  

Table 4A.58 Proportion of 15 year old secondary students achieving at or above the OECD mean for
scientific literacy, by equity group (per cent)  

Table 4A.59 Proportion of 15 year old secondary students achieving at or above the OECD mean for
problem solving, by equity group, 2003 (per cent) 

Table 4A.60 Apparent retention rates of full time secondary students to years 10–12, 2006 (per cent) 

Table 4A.61 Apparent retention rates of secondary students from years 10–12, 2006 (per cent)  

Table 4A.62 Apparent retention rates of full time secondary students, government schools (per cent) 

Table 4A.63 Apparent retention rates of full time secondary students, non-government schools (per
cent) 

Table 4A.64 Apparent retention rates of full time secondary students, all schools (per cent) 

SCHOOL
EDUCATION

INDIGENOUS
COMPENDIUM 2008



Ta
bl

e 
4A

.1

Ta
bl

e 
4A

.1
Au

st
ra

lia
n 

G
ov

er
nm

en
t s

pe
ci

fic
 p

ur
po

se
 p

ay
m

en
ts

 fo
r s

ch
oo

ls
, 2

00
5-

06
 (a

)
U

ni
t

N
S

W
V

ic
Q

ld
W

A
S

A
Ta

s
A

C
T

N
T

A
us

t
G

ov
er

nm
en

t s
ch

oo
ls

G
en

er
al

 re
cu

rre
nt

$'
00

0
 5

53
 8

92
 4

03
 2

53
 3

47
 4

56
 1

67
 3

40
 1

21
 7

36
 4

6 
16

8
 2

6 
18

9
 2

1 
70

7
1 

68
7 

74
1

Ta
rg

et
ed

$'
00

0
 1

46
 0

91
 8

8 
74

3
 6

3 
43

2
 3

4 
88

5
 3

1 
81

4
 1

0 
79

8
 4

 3
74

 7
 5

75
 3

87
 7

12
In

di
ge

no
us

 p
ro

gr
am

s
$'

00
0

 5
4 

57
6

 1
0 

57
7

 4
4 

21
1

 4
3 

58
1

 1
0 

15
5

 3
 6

78
 1

 1
19

 2
3 

37
1

 1
91

 2
68

To
ta

l r
ec

ur
re

nt
$'

00
0

 7
54

 5
59

 5
02

 5
73

 4
55

 0
99

 2
45

 8
06

 1
63

 7
05

 6
0 

64
4

 3
1 

68
2

 5
2 

65
3

2 
26

6 
72

1
C

ap
ita

l
$'

00
0

 2
05

 3
30

 1
06

 4
17

 1
19

 2
18

 6
5 

27
6

 3
1 

01
7

 1
8 

50
6

 1
1 

81
4

 1
0 

49
4

 5
68

 0
72

To
ta

l r
ec

ur
re

nt
 a

nd
 c

ap
ita

l
$'

00
0

 9
59

 8
89

 6
08

 9
90

 5
74

 3
17

 3
11

 0
82

 1
94

 7
22

 7
9 

15
0

 4
3 

49
6

 6
3 

14
7

2 
83

4 
79

3
FT

E
 s

tu
de

nt
s 

(b
)

no
.

 7
40

 9
97

 5
37

 9
53

 4
54

 6
97

 2
30

 1
42

 1
67

 2
35

 6
1 

29
7

 3
5 

26
2

 2
8 

99
1

2 
25

6 
57

2
$/

FT
E

 s
tu

de
nt

$
 1

 2
95

 1
 1

32
 1

 2
63

 1
 3

52
 1

 1
64

 1
 2

91
 1

 2
34

 2
 1

78
 1

 2
56

N
on

-g
ov

er
nm

en
t s

ch
oo

ls
G

en
er

al
 re

cu
rre

nt
$'

00
0

1 
53

0 
34

8
1 

23
2 

50
3

 9
25

 3
08

 4
72

 9
70

 3
70

 7
82

 1
00

 0
48

 9
5 

00
4

 4
0 

17
4

4 
76

7 
13

7
Ta

rg
et

ed
$'

00
0

 7
6 

29
2

 6
7 

27
0

 3
1 

63
1

 1
7 

32
2

 1
7 

13
3

 3
 2

98
 3

 0
46

 2
 4

15
 2

18
 4

07
In

di
ge

no
us

 p
ro

gr
am

s 
(c

)
$'

00
0

 1
3 

58
9

 2
 9

93
 1

1 
13

3
 1

0 
89

2
 2

 9
74

  8
32

  5
08

 1
0 

23
8

 5
3 

15
9

To
ta

l r
ec

ur
re

nt
$'

00
0

1 
62

0 
22

9
1 

30
2 

76
6

 9
68

 0
72

 5
01

 1
84

 3
90

 8
89

 1
04

 1
78

 9
8 

55
8

 5
2 

82
7

5 
03

8 
70

3
C

ap
ita

l
$'

00
0

 8
6 

97
2

 6
8 

53
0

 4
6 

86
4

 2
5 

34
7

 1
9 

78
6

 5
 2

99
 5

 8
25

 7
 0

43
 2

65
 6

66
To

ta
l r

ec
ur

re
nt

 a
nd

 c
ap

ita
l

$'
00

0
1 

70
7 

20
1

1 
37

1 
29

6
1 

01
4 

93
6

 5
26

 5
31

 4
10

 6
75

 1
09

 4
77

 1
04

 3
83

 5
9 

87
0

5 
30

4 
36

9
FT

E
 s

tu
de

nt
s 

(b
)

no
.

 3
68

 6
89

 2
91

 7
82

 1
99

 2
66

 1
11

 1
93

 8
5 

69
9

 2
2 

18
7

 2
4 

45
9

 8
 9

64
1 

11
2 

23
7

$/
FT

E
 s

tu
de

nt
$

 4
 6

30
 4

 7
00

 5
 0

93
 4

 7
35

 4
 7

92
 4

 9
34

 4
 2

68
 6

 6
79

 4
 7

69
Jo

in
t p

ro
gr

am
s

To
ta

l
$'

00
0

 7
 6

68
 5

 2
34

 1
 9

51
 1

 0
08

 1
 1

99
  4

44
 1

 2
88

  9
25

 1
9 

71
7

FT
E

 s
tu

de
nt

s 
(b

)
no

.
1 

10
9 

68
5

 8
29

 7
36

 6
53

 9
62

 3
41

 3
34

 2
52

 9
35

 8
3 

48
4

 5
9 

72
0

 3
7 

95
4

3 
36

8 
80

8
$/

FT
E

 s
tu

de
nt

$
  7

  6
  3

  3
  5

  5
  2

2
  2

4
  6

A
ll 

sc
ho

ol
s

To
ta

l r
ec

ur
re

nt
$'

00
0

2 
38

2 
45

6
1 

81
0 

57
3

1 
42

5 
12

2
 7

47
 9

98
 5

55
 7

93
 1

65
 2

66
 1

31
 5

28
 1

06
 4

05
7 

32
5 

14
1

To
ta

l r
ec

ur
re

nt
 a

nd
 c

ap
ita

l
$'

00
0

2 
67

4 
75

8
1 

98
5 

52
0

1 
59

1 
20

4
 8

38
 6

21
 6

06
 5

96
 1

89
 0

71
 1

49
 1

67
 1

23
 9

42
8 

15
8 

87
9

FT
E

 s
tu

de
nt

s 
(b

)
no

.
1 

10
9 

68
5

 8
29

 7
36

 6
53

 9
62

 3
41

 3
34

 2
52

 9
35

 8
3 

48
4

 5
9 

72
0

 3
7 

95
4

3 
36

8 
80

8
$/

FT
E

 s
tu

de
nt

$
 2

 4
10

 2
 3

93
 2

 4
33

 2
 4

57
 2

 3
98

 2
 2

65
 2

 4
98

 3
 2

66
 2

 4
22

S
C

H
O

O
L 

E
D

U
C

A
TI

O
N

IN
D

IG
E

N
O

U
S

C
O

M
P

E
N

D
IU

M
 2

00
8



Ta
bl

e 
4A

.1

Ta
bl

e 
4A

.1
Au

st
ra

lia
n 

G
ov

er
nm

en
t s

pe
ci

fic
 p

ur
po

se
 p

ay
m

en
ts

 fo
r s

ch
oo

ls
, 2

00
5-

06
 (a

)
U

ni
t

N
S

W
V

ic
Q

ld
W

A
S

A
Ta

s
A

C
T

N
T

A
us

t

(a
)

(b
) 

(c
)

S
ou

rc
e

:

D
at

a
in

cl
ud

e
ac

tu
al

pa
ym

en
ts

pr
ov

id
ed

un
de

rt
he

S
ta

te
s

G
ra

nt
s

(P
rim

ar
y

an
d

S
ec

on
da

ry
A

ss
is

ta
nc

e)
A

ct
20

00
an

d
th

e
In

di
ge

no
us

E
du

ca
tio

n
(T

ar
ge

te
d

A
ss

is
ta

nc
e)

A
ct

20
00

. 
A

dd
iti

on
al

 A
us

tra
lia

n 
G

ov
er

nm
en

t f
un

di
ng

 is
 p

ro
vi

de
d 

th
ro

ug
h 

an
nu

al
 a

pp
ro

pr
ia

tio
ns

 a
nd

 n
on

-p
ro

gr
am

m
e 

ite
m

s.
 F

ig
ur

es
 re

po
rte

d 
ar

e 
ba

se
d 

on
 a

cc
ru

al
 e

xp
en

di
tu

re
.

D
ep

ar
tm

en
t

of
E

du
ca

tio
n,

S
ci

en
ce

an
d

Tr
ai

ni
ng

(D
E

S
T)

(u
np

ub
lis

he
d)

;
A

B
S

20
06

,
S

ch
oo

ls
A

us
tra

lia
20

05
,

C
at

.
no

.
42

21
.0

,
C

an
be

rra
;

A
B

S
20

07
,

S
ch

oo
ls

A
us

tra
lia

20
06

, C
at

. n
o.

 4
22

1.
0,

 C
an

be
rra

; 2
00

8 
R

ep
or

t, 
ta

bl
e 

4A
.6

.

S
tu

de
nt

s 
ar

e 
th

e 
fu

ll 
tim

e 
eq

ui
va

le
nt

 a
ve

ra
ge

 fo
r 2

00
5 

an
d 

20
06

.
Fr

om
 2

00
4-

05
, t

he
 n

on
-g

ov
er

nm
en

t e
le

m
en

t o
f t

he
 IE

SI
P 

pr
og

ra
m

m
e 

is
 n

o 
lo

ng
er

 c
la

ss
ifi

ed
 a

s 
an

 S
P

P
, b

ut
 h

as
 b

ee
n 

in
cl

ud
ed

 h
er

e 
fo

r c
on

si
st

en
cy

 w
ith

 e
ar

lie
r R

ep
or

ts
. S

C
H

O
O

L 
E

D
U

C
A

TI
O

N
IN

D
IG

E
N

O
U

S
C

O
M

P
E

N
D

IU
M

 2
00

8



Ta
bl

e 
4A

.2

Ta
bl

e 
4A

.2
In

di
ge

no
us

 fu
ll 

tim
e 

st
ud

en
ts

, 2
00

6
U

ni
t

N
S

W
V

ic
Q

ld
W

A
S

A
Ta

s
A

C
T

N
T

A
us

t
To

ta
l I

nd
ig

en
ou

s 
st

ud
en

ts
G

ov
er

nm
en

t s
ch

oo
ls

no
.

 3
6 

88
0

 7
 2

05
 3

4 
48

4
 1

8 
46

9
 7

 1
55

 4
 5

65
  8

96
 1

1 
97

2
 1

21
 6

26
N

on
-g

ov
er

nm
en

t s
ch

oo
ls

no
.

 4
 5

69
  9

05
 5

 2
99

 3
 6

50
  8

31
  6

12
  2

31
 2

 6
58

 1
8 

75
5

Al
l s

ch
oo

ls
no

.
 4

1 
44

9
 8

 1
10

 3
9 

78
3

 2
2 

11
9

 7
 9

86
 5

 1
77

 1
 1

27
 1

4 
63

0
 1

40
 3

81
To

ta
l s

tu
de

nt
s

G
ov

er
nm

en
t s

ch
oo

ls
no

.
 7

39
 3

07
 5

36
 1

17
 4

55
 0

75
 2

30
 2

93
 1

63
 8

48
 6

0 
00

7
 3

5 
07

6
 2

8 
50

6
2 

24
8 

22
9

N
on

-g
ov

er
nm

en
t s

ch
oo

ls
no

.
 3

69
 6

40
 2

93
 7

18
 2

02
 0

41
 1

12
 3

49
 8

6 
07

8
 2

2 
44

7
 2

4 
46

0
 9

 0
74

1 
11

9 
80

7
Al

l s
ch

oo
ls

no
.

1 
10

8 
94

7
 8

29
 8

35
 6

57
 1

16
 3

42
 6

42
 2

49
 9

26
 8

2 
45

4
 5

9 
53

6
 3

7 
58

0
3 

36
8 

03
6

In
di

ge
no

us
 s

tu
de

nt
s 

as
 a

 p
ro

po
rti

on
 o

f a
ll 

st
ud

en
ts

G
ov

er
nm

en
t s

ch
oo

ls
%

5.
0

1.
3

7.
6

8.
0

4.
4

7.
6

2.
6

42
.0

5.
4

N
on

-g
ov

er
nm

en
t s

ch
oo

ls
%

1.
2

0.
3

2.
6

3.
2

1.
0

2.
7

0.
9

29
.3

1.
7

Al
l s

ch
oo

ls
%

3.
7

1.
0

6.
1

6.
5

3.
2

6.
3

1.
9

38
.9

4.
2

S
ou

rc
e

:
AB

S 
20

07
, S

ch
oo

ls
 A

us
tra

lia
 2

00
6

, C
at

. n
o.

 4
22

1.
0;

 2
00

8 
R

ep
or

t, 
ta

bl
e 

4A
.1

9.

SC
H

O
O

L 
E

D
U

C
A

TI
O

N
IN

D
IG

E
N

O
U

S
C

O
M

P
E

N
D

IU
M

 2
00

8



Table 4A.3

Table 4A.3

NSW Vic Qld WA SA Tas ACT NT
2002

LBOTE (a) 23.6 22.0 11.0 15.3 13.0 4.7 20.5 33.1
Indigenous students 4.4 1.1 6.6 6.9 3.8 7.0 2.3 38.5
Students with disabilities (b) 4.4 3.9 3.3 3.1 7.0 4.8 3.8 16.0
Seniority profile (c) 10.6 11.7 12.2 12.2 11.1 12.4 16.0 8.8

68.2 65.5 71.0 69.7 68.3 74.7 61.5 77.0

2003
LBOTE (a) 23.6 22.0 11.0 15.3 13.0 4.7 20.5 33.1
Indigenous students 4.5 1.1 6.9 7.2 3.9 7.2 2.3 40.0
Students with disabilities (b) 4.8 4.0 3.4 3.1 7.5 4.8 4.2 16.0
Seniority profile (c) 10.6 11.7 12.0 11.7 11.2 11.0 16.0 9.1

67.7 65.4 70.7 68.9 67.5 74.2 60.8 76.9

2004
LBOTE (a) 23.6 22.0 11.0 15.3 13.0 4.7 20.5 33.1
Indigenous students 4.7 1.2 7.0 7.4 4.1 7.4 2.5 40.2
Students with disabilities (b) 5.0 4.3 3.5 3.2 7.8 4.8 4.5 15.0
Seniority profile (c) 10.5 11.7 11.9 11.7 11.2 9.8 15.7 9.9

67.2 65.2 70.2 68.4 66.7 73.9 59.9 76.5

2005
LBOTE (a) 23.6 22.0 11.0 15.3 13.0 4.7 20.5 33.1
Indigenous students 4.9 1.3 7.3 7.6 4.2 7.6 2.6 41.2
Students with disabilities (b) 5.2 4.6 3.8 3.1 8.3 4.9 4.7 12.6
Seniority profile (c) 10.4 11.7 11.9 5.6 11.5 10.7 15.8 9.6

66.8 65.0 69.7 67.6 66.0 73.5 59.3 76.4

2006
LBOTE (a) 23.6 21.3 11.7 14.1 12.7 4.7 19.7 26.1
Indigenous students 5.0 1.3 7.6 8.0 4.4 7.6 2.6 42.0
Students with disabilities (b) 5.5 5.2 4.0 3.3 8.8 5.0 4.8 12.6
Seniority profile (c) 10.5 11.6 12.2 12.1 11.7 10.8 16.2 10.4

66.7 64.6 69.3 67.2 65.6 72.8 58.9 75.9

(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)

Refer to footnotes for 2008 Report, table 4A.20.
Refer to footnotes for 2008 Report, table 4A.21.
Proportion of students in years 11 and 12.

Government students as % of 
all students (d)

Proportion relates to full time students only and does not include the impact of part time enrolments.

Government students as % of 
all students (d)

Student body mix, government schools (per cent)

Government students as % of 
all students (d)

Government students as % of 
all students (d)

Government students as % of 
all students (d)
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Table 4A.3

Table 4A.3

NSW Vic Qld WA SA Tas ACT NT

Student body mix, government schools (per cent)

Source : ABS 2003, Schools Australia 2002 , Cat. no. 4221.0; ABS 2004, Schools Australia 2003 , Cat. no.
4221.0; ABS 2005, Schools Australia 2004 , Cat. no. 4221.0; ABS 2006, Schools Australia 2005 , 
Cat. no. 4221.0; ABS 2007, Schools Australia 2006 , Cat. no. 4221.0; DEST (unpublished); 2008
Report, table 4A.22.
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Table 4A.4

Table 4A.4

NSW Vic Qld WA SA Tas ACT NT
2002

LBOTE (a) 29.9 31.5 14.6 24.1 20.0 9.1 21.4 27.5
Indigenous students 0.9 0.2 2.4 3.4 0.8 2.5 0.8 26.7
Students with disabilities (b) 2.6 1.9 1.3 1.3 3.2 1.5 1.1 2.0
Seniority profile (c) 13.6 15.6 18.2 16.3 15.5 14.2 14.0 7.5

31.8 34.5 29.0 30.3 31.7 25.3 38.5 23.0

2003
LBOTE (a) 29.9 31.5 14.6 24.1 20.0 9.1 21.4 27.5
Indigenous students 1.0 0.2 2.5 3.3 0.8 2.4 0.8 27.2
Students with disabilities (b) 2.7 2.0 1.4 1.4 3.1 1.5 1.3 1.7
Seniority profile (c) 13.7 15.7 18.1 16.4 15.1 14.0 24.9 7.3

32.3 34.6 29.3 31.1 32.5 25.8 39.2 23.1

2004
LBOTE (a) 29.9 31.5 14.6 24.1 20 9.1 21.4 27.5
Indigenous students 1.0 0.2 2.5 3.2 0.9 2.5 0.9 27.3
Students with disabilities (b) 2.8 2.2 1.5 1.5 3.1 1.5 1.3 1.9
Seniority profile (c) 13.7 15.8 17.9 16.7 14.9 13.4 13.4 8.0

32.8 34.8 29.8 31.6 33.3 26.1 40.1 23.5

2005
LBOTE (a) 29.9 31.5 14.6 24.1 20 9.1 21.4 27.5
Indigenous students 1.1 0.3 2.6 3.3 1.0 2.6 0.7 28.3
Students with disabilities (b) 2.9 2.4 1.6 1.6 3.0 1.6 1.3 2.0
Seniority profile (c) 14.0 15.9 17.7 16.8 15.2 13.0 14.0 8.1

33.2 35.0 30.3 32.4 34.0 26.5 40.7 23.6

2006
LBOTE (a) 27.9 28.6 14.9 21.5 18.3 9.3 18.6 24.9
Indigenous students 1.2 0.3 2.6 3.2 1.0 2.7 0.9 29.3
Students with disabilities (b) 3.1 2.4 1.8 1.7 3.0 1.7 1.4 2.4
Seniority profile (c) 14.3 15.9 17.4 16.8 15.6 13.0 13.8 8.3

33.3 35.4 30.7 32.8 34.4 27.2 41.1 24.1

(a)
(b)
(c)
Source : ABS 2003, Schools Australia 2002 , Cat. no. 4221.0; ABS 2004, Schools Australia 2003 , Cat. no.

4221.0; ABS 2005, Schools Australia 2004 , Cat. no. 4221.0; ABS 2006, Schools Australia 2005 , 
Cat. no. 4221.0; ABS 2007, Schools Australia 200 6, Cat. no. 4221.0; DEST (unpublished); 2008
Report, table 4A.23.

Student body mix, non-government schools (per cent)

Refer to footnotes for 2008 Report, table 4A.20.
Refer to footnotes for 2008 Report, table 4A.21.
Proportion of students in years 11 and 12.

Non-government students as 
% of all students

Non-government students as 
% of all students

Non-government students as 
% of all students

Non-government students as 
% of all students

Non-government students as 
% of all students
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Table 4A.5

Table 4A.5

NSW Vic Qld WA SA Tas ACT NT
2002

LBOTE (a) 25.6 25.3 12.2 18.0 15.2 5.9 20.9 31.8
Indigenous students 3.3 0.8 5.4 5.8 2.8 5.9 1.7 35.8
Students with disabilities (b) 3.8 3.2 2.7 2.6 5.8 4.0 2.8 12.8
Seniority profile (c) 11.5 13.0 14.0 13.4 12.5 12.8 15.3 8.5

2003
LBOTE (a) 25.6 25.3 12.2 18.0 15.2 5.9 20.9 31.8
Indigenous students 3.4 0.8 5.6 6.0 2.9 6.0 1.7 37.1
Students with disabilities (b) 4.1 3.3 2.8 2.6 6.1 4.0 3.0 12.7
Seniority profile (c) 11.6 13.1 13.8 13.2 12.5 11.8 19.5 8.7

2004
LBOTE (a) 25.6 25.3 12.2 18.0 15.2 5.9 20.9 31.8
Indigenous students 3.5 0.9 5.7 6.1 3.0 6.1 1.8 37.2
Students with disabilities (b) 4.3 3.6 2.9 2.6 6.2 4.0 3.2 11.9
Seniority profile (c) 11.6 13.1 13.7 13.2 12.5 10.8 14.8 9.5

2005
LBOTE (a) 25.6 25.3 12.2 18 15.2 5.9 20.9 31.8
Indigenous students 3.6 0.9 5.9 6.2 3.1 6.3 1.8 38.1
Students with disabilities (b) 4.4 3.8 3.1 2.6 6.5 4.0 3.3 10.1
Seniority profile (c) 11.6 13.2 13.7 9.2 12.8 11.3 15.1 9.2

2006
LBOTE (a) 25.0 23.9 12.7 16.5 14.6 6.0 19.2 25.8
Indigenous students 3.7 1.0 6.1 6.5 3.2 6.3 1.9 38.9
Students with disabilities (b) 4.7 4.2 3.3 2.7 6.8 4.1 3.4 10.1
Seniority profile (c) 11.8 13.1 13.8 13.7 13.0 11.4 15.2 9.9

(a)
(b)
(c)
Source : ABS 2003, Schools Australia 2002 , Cat. no. 4221.0; ABS 2004, Schools Australia 2003 , Cat. no.

4221.0; ABS 2005, Schools Australia 2004 , Cat. no. 4221.0; ABS 2006, Schools Australia 2005 , 
Cat. no. 4221.0; ABS 2007, Schools Australia 2006 , Cat. no. 4221.0; DEST (unpublished); 2008
Report, table 4A.24.

Student body mix, all schools (per cent)

Refer to footnotes for 2008 Report, table 4A.20.
Refer to footnotes for 2008 Report, table 4A.21.
Proportion of students in years 11 and 12.
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Table 4A.6

Table 4A.6

1 Average age  (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling  (e) All students students students students  (f) students  (f)

NSW 92.1 ± 1.8 90.0 ± 2.4 94.1 ± 1.6 78.2 ± 4.5 91.1 ± 1.8
1. 8 years, 9 months
2. 3 years, 7 months

Victoria 92.0 ± 1.9 90.4 ± 2.4 93.7 ± 1.9 77.9 ± 5.4 90.2 ± 2.4
1. 8 years, 11 months
2. 3 years, 7 months

Queensland 92.6 ± 1.7 91.3 ± 2.1 94.3 ± 1.5 81.8 ± 3.7 90.2 ± 2.1
1. 8 years, 3 months
2. 2 years, 8 months

WA 95.4 ± 1.0 94.3 ± 1.3 96.4 ± 0.9 82.7 ± 3.7 94.4 ± 1.4
1. 8 years, 2 months
2. 2 years, 7 months

SA 89.3 ± 1.8 86.9 ± 2.3 91.9 ± 1.7 62.1 ± 5.4 88.4 ± 2.0
1. 8 years, 6 months
2. 3 years, 3 months

Tasmania 96.3 ± 0.7 95.3 ± 1.0 97.2 ± 0.7 94.4 ± 2.4 97.5 ± 1.6
1. 9 years, 3 months
2. 3 years, 7 months

ACT 95.7 ± 0.7 94.6 ± 1.0 96.8 ± 0.6 85.2 ± 6.3 93.5 ± 1.5
1. 8 years, 10 months
2. 3 years, 6 months

NT 74.2 ± 1.8 71.7 ± 2.5 76.6 ± 2.4 39.9 ± 3.4 37.4 ± 3.8
1. 8 years, 8 months
2. 3 years, 3 months

Australia 92.3 ± 1.7 90.6 ± 2.2 94.1 ± 1.5 76.7 ± 4.1 90.2 ± 2.0

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)
(e)

(f)

Proportion of year 3 students who achieved the reading
benchmark, 2002 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)

The achievement percentages reported in this table include 95 per cent confidence intervals (for
example, 80.0 per cent ± 2.7 per cent). 2008 Report, table 4A.29 contains details of test populations in
all states and territories.

Students who were absent or withdrawn from testing are not classified as assessed students and are not
included in the benchmark calculations. The proportion of absent and withdrawn students varies across
jurisdictions, as shown in table 4A.9. Readers are urged to be cautious when comparing results.

Some movements in the results over time might have occurred as a result of state equating processes
and may not reflect improvements in student performance.
The typical average age of students at the time of testing (expressed in years and months).
The typical average time that students had spent in schooling at the time of testing (expressed in years
and months).
The methods used to identify Indigenous students and LBOTE students varied across jurisdictions. The
two categories are not mutually exclusive. Definitions can be found at 2008 Report, section 4.6. Table
4A.9 contains more information. 

MCEETYA 2005a, National Report on Schooling in Australia 2002: Preliminary Paper National
Benchmark Results Reading, Writing and Numeracy Years 3, 5 and 7 ; 2008 Report, table 4A.26.

Source :
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Table 4A.7

Table 4A.7

1 Average age  (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling  (e) All students students students students  (f) students  (f)

NSW 92.3 ± 0.9 90.5 ± 1.2 94.1 ± 0.8 75.4 ± 2.5 90.6 ± 1.0
1. 10yrs 9mths
2. 5yrs 7mths

Victoria 87.3 ± 2.4 84.8 ± 2.9 89.9 ± 2.2 65.9 ± 6.0 83.5 ± 3.0
1. 10yrs 11mths
2. 5yrs 7mths

Queensland 83.0 ± 1.9 80.4 ± 2.3 86.0 ± 1.9 58.5 ± 3.9 77.3 ± 3.0
1. 10yrs 4mths
2. 4yrs 8mths

WA 95.1 ± 1.0 93.9 ± 1.3 96.3 ± 0.8 79.2 ± 3.9 93.1 ± 1.5
1. 10yrs 2mths
2. 4yrs 7mths

SA 90.0 ± 0.9 87.7 ± 1.3 92.4 ± 0.6 65.6 ± 4.1 89.1 ± 1.3
1. 10yrs 6mths
2. 5yrs 3mths

Tasmania 96.3 ± 0.8 95.2 ± 1.2 97.4 ± 0.7 93.8 ± 2.7 93.4 ± 3.0
1. 11yrs 3mths
2. 5yrs 7mths

ACT 92.6 ± 1.0 90.3 ± 1.4 95.1 ± 1.0 86.1 ± 6.1 88.9 ± 2.8
1. 10yrs 10mths
2. 5yrs 6mths

NT 79.0 ± 1.7 78.1 ± 2.3 80.4 ± 2.2 46.7 ± 3.5 45.7 ± 3.7
1. 10yrs 8mths
2. 5yrs 3mths

Australia 89.3 ± 1.4 87.2 ± 1.8 91.5 ± 1.3 68.0 ± 3.5 87.1 ± 1.8

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)
(e)

(f)

The typical average age of students at the time of testing (expressed in years and months).

Proportion of year 5 students who achieved the reading
benchmark, 2002 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)

The achievement percentages reported in this table include 95 per cent confidence intervals (for
example, 80.0 per cent ± 2.7 per cent). 2008 Report, table 4A.29 contains details of test populations in
all states and territories.

Students who were absent or withdrawn from testing are not classified as assessed students and are
not included in the benchmark calculations. The proportion of absent and withdrawn students varies
across jurisdictions, as shown in table 4A.9. Readers are urged to be cautious when comparing results.

Some movements in the results over time might have occurred as a result of state equating processes
and may not reflect improvements in student performance.

The typical average time that students had spent in schooling at the time of testing (expressed in years
and months).
The methods used to identify Indigenous students and LBOTE students varied across jurisdictions. The
two categories are not mutually exclusive. Definitions can be found at 2008 Report, section 4.6. Table
4A.9 contains more information. 

MCEETYA 2005a, National Report on Schooling in Australia 2002: Preliminary Paper National
Benchmark Results Reading, Writing and Numeracy Years 3, 5 and 7 ; 2008 Report, table 4A.27.

Source :
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Table 4A.8

Table 4A.8

1 Average age  (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling  (e) All students students students students  (f) students  (f)

NSW 88.0 ± 0.8 85.7 ± 1.0 90.3 ± 0.8 68.0 ± 2.2 86.2 ± 1.0
1. 12yrs 4mths
2. 7yrs 2mths

Victoria (g) 88.5 ± 0.9 85.3 ± 1.2 91.9 ± 0.8 64.8 ± 5.3 85.5 ± 1.3
1. 12yrs 11mths
2. 7yrs 7mths

Queensland 90.2 ± 0.5 88.0 ± 0.7 92.9 ± 0.5 69.5 ± 2.0 86.2 ± 1.3
1. 12yrs 4mths
2. 6yrs 8mths

WA 90.5 ± 0.6 88.3 ± 0.8 92.6 ± 0.6 57.2 ± 2.8 84.4 ± 1.4
1. 12yrs 2mths
2. 6yrs 7mths

SA 92.1 ± 0.6 90.4 ± 0.8 93.8 ± 0.7 70.8 ± 5.2 91.4 ± 1.2
1. 12yrs 6mths
2. 7yrs 3mths

Tasmania 88.6 ± 1.1 86.1 ± 1.5 91.3 ± 1.2 77.8 ± 4.6 87.3 ± 3.7
1. 13yrs 2mths
2. 7yrs 7mths

ACT 91.1 ± 1.0 89.5 ± 1.4 92.8 ± 1.2 79.8 ± 11.7 79.7 ± 5.2
1. 12yrs 10mths
2. 7yrs 6mths

NT 74.9 ± 3.8 73.4 ± 4.3 76.7 ± 4.3 37.9 ± 6.8 39.4 ± 7.3
1. 12yrs 8mths
2. 7yrs 3mths

Australia 89.1 ± 0.8 86.8 ± 1.0 91.6 ± 0.8 65.3 ± 2.9 85.6 ± 1.3

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)
(e)

(f)

(g)

The typical average time that students had spent in schooling at the time of testing (expressed in years
and months).
The methods used to identify Indigenous students and LBOTE students varied across jurisdictions. The
two categories are not mutually exclusive. Definitions can be found at 2008 Report, section 4.6. Table
4A.9 contains more information. 
Victoria assessed a sample of students based on voluntary participation in 2002. Data on exempt
students was not available. Any comparisons should be done so with these factors in mind.

The typical average age of students at the time of testing (expressed in years and months).

Proportion of year 7 students who achieved the reading
benchmark, 2002 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)

The achievement percentages reported in this table include 95 per cent confidence intervals (for
example, 80.0 per cent ± 2.7 per cent). 2008 Report, table 4A.29 contains details of test populations in
all states and territories.

Students who were absent or withdrawn from testing are not classified as assessed students and are
not included in the benchmark calculations. The proportion of absent and withdrawn students varies
across jurisdictions, as shown in table 4A.9. Readers are urged to be cautious when comparing results.

Some movements in the results over time might have occurred as a result of state equating processes
and may not reflect improvements in student performance.
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Table 4A.8

Table 4A.8

1 Average age  (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling  (e) All students students students students  (f) students  (f)

Proportion of year 7 students who achieved the reading
benchmark, 2002 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)

Source : MCEETYA 2005a, National Report on Schooling in Australia 2002: Preliminary Paper National
Benchmark Results Reading, Writing and Numeracy Years 3, 5 and 7 ; 2008 Report, table 4A.28.
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Table 4A.10

Table 4A.10

1 Average age  (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling  (e) All students students students students  (f) students  (f)

NSW 94.4 ± 1.1 92.7 ± 1.5 96.2 ± 0.8 82.6 ± 3.3 93.4 ± 1.1
1. 8 years, 9 months
2. 3 years, 7 months

Victoria 95.3 ± 1.0 93.8 ± 1.4 96.9 ± 0.7 85.4 ± 3.6 94.6 ± 1.0
1. 8 years, 11 months
2. 3 years, 7 months

Queensland 86.3 ± 1.5 82.9 ± 2.0 90.3 ± 1.4 70.2 ± 2.7 85.6 ± 1.8
1. 8 years, 3 months
2. 2 years, 8 months

WA 86.3 ± 0.8 82.6 ± 3.1 90.1 ± 2.1 57.0 ± 4.7 85.0 ± 2.7
1. 8 years, 2 months
2. 2 years, 7 months

SA 93.0 ± 1.1 90.7 ± 1.6 95.2 ± 0.5 66.7 ± 4.5 92.2 ± 1.3
1. 8 years, 6 months
2. 3 years, 3 months

Tasmania 91.8 ± 1.7 89.2 ± 2.3 94.5 ± 1.5 84.2 ± 4.7 94.1 ± 2.7
1. 9 years, 3 months
2. 3 years, 7 months

ACT (g) 91.2 ± 1.6 87.2 ± 2.5 95.0 ± 1.2 76.7 ± 8.7 90.1 ± 2.5
1. 8 years, 10 months
2. 3 years, 6 months

NT 72.2 ± 2.6 69.3 ± 3.3 75.2 ± 2.8 38.3 ± 3.8 34.9 ± 4.0
1. 8 years, 8 months
2. 3 years, 3 months

Australia 93.6 ± 1.2 91.8 ± 1.8 95.5 ± 1.1 77.1 ± 3.5 95.0 ± 1.3

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

(e)

(f)

(g)

Proportion of year 3 students who achieved the writing benchmark,
2002 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)

Some movements in the results over time might have occurred because of State/Territory equating
processes, and may not reflect actual improvements in student performance.

The typical average age of students at the time of testing, expressed in years and months. 

The achievement percentages reported in this table include 95 per cent confidence intervals, for
example, 80.0 per cent ± 2.7 per cent). 

Students who were absent or withdrawn from testing are not classified as assessed students and are
not included in the benchmark calculations. The proportion of absent and withdrawn students varies
across jurisdictions, as shown in table 4A.13. Readers are urged to be cautious when comparing results.

The typical average time students had spent in schooling at the time of testing, expressed in years and
months.

The methods used to identify Indigenous students with a language background other than English
(LBOTE) varied between jurisdictions, as outlined in the explanatory notes.

ACT writing data should be interpreted with some caution as a criterion-referenced assesssment
process was not used. This will be changed from 2003.
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Table 4A.10

Table 4A.10

1 Average age  (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling  (e) All students students students students  (f) students  (f)

Proportion of year 3 students who achieved the writing benchmark,
2002 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)

Source : MCEETYA 2005a, National Report on Schooling in Australia 2002: Preliminary Paper National
Benchmark Results Reading, Writing and Numeracy Years 3, 5 and 7 ; 2008 Report, table 4A.31.

SCHOOL 
EDUCATION

INDIGENOUS
COMPENDIUM 2008



Table 4A.11

Table 4A.11

1 Average age  (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling  (e) All students students students students  (f) students  (f)

NSW 95.6 ± 1.1 94.3 ± 1.5 96.9 ± 0.8 84.8 ± 3.5 94.2 ± 1.2
1. 10yrs 9mths
2. 5yrs 7mths

Victoria 94.9 ± 0.5 93.1 ± 0.7 96.8 ± 0.3 83.7 ± 2.8 94.3 ± 0.5
1. 10yrs 11mths
2. 5yrs 7mths

Queensland 92.2 ± 1.7 89.8 ± 2.4 94.9 ± 1.3 80.5 ± 3.8 89.9 ± 2.0
1. 10yrs 4mths
2. 4yrs 8mths

WA 88.9 ± 1.5 85.1 ± 2.1 92.9 ± 1.2 61.8 ± 4.2 85.3 ± 2.0
1. 10yrs 2mths
2. 4yrs 7mths

SA 94.5 ± 1.0 93.0 ± 1.4 96.0 ± 0.9 75.5 ± 5.2 93.0 ± 1.3
1. 10yrs 6mths
2. 5yrs 3mths

Tasmania 92.5 ± 1.3 89.4 ± 2.0 95.6 ± 1.0 86.5 ± 3.9 89.4 ± 3.9
1. 11yrs 3mths
2. 5yrs 7mths

ACT  (g) 87.2 ± 2.3 82.0 ± 3.4 92.7 ± 1.0 67.2 ± 10.3 86.1 ± 3.6
1. 10yrs 10mths
2. 5yrs 6mths

NT 75.6 ± 2.0 73.8 ± 2.6 77.8 ± 2.4 37.5 ± 3.6 35.4 ± 3.7
1. 10yrs 8mths
2. 5yrs 3mths

Australia 93.6 ± 1.1 91.5 ± 1.6 95.7 ± 0.9 76.4 ± 3.8 92.1 ± 1.2

(a)

(b)

(c) 

(d)
(e)

(f)

(g)

Proportion of year 5 students who achieved the writing
benchmark, 2002 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)

The achievement percentages reported in this table include 95 per cent confidence intervals, for
example, 80 per cent ± 2.7 per cent.

Students who were absent or withdrawn from testing are not classifed as assessed students and are
not included in the benchmark calculations. The proportion of absent and withdrawn students varies
considerably across juridictions as shown in table 4A.13. Readers are urged to be cautious when
comparing results.

Some of the movements in the results over time may have occurred because of State/Territory equating
processes, and may not reflect actual improvements in student performance.

The typical average age of students at the time of testing, expressed in years and months.
The typical average time that students had spent in schooling at the time of testing, expressed in years
and months. 

The methods used to identify Indigenous students and language background other than English
(LBOTE) students varied across jurisdictions, as outlined in the explanatory notes.

ACT writing data should be interpreted with some caution as a criterion-referenced assessment process
was not used. This will be changed from 2003.
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Table 4A.11

Table 4A.11

1 Average age  (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling  (e) All students students students students  (f) students  (f)

Proportion of year 5 students who achieved the writing
benchmark, 2002 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)

Source : MCEETYA 2005a, National Report on Schooling in Australia 2002: Preliminary Paper National
Benchmark Results Reading, Writing and Numeracy Years 3, 5 and 7 ; 2008 Report, table 4A.32.
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Table 4A.12

Table 4A.12

1 Average age  (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling  (e) All students students students students  (f) students  (f)

NSW 90.9 ± 2.6 87.8 ± 3.5 94.0 ± 2.0 75.4 ± 5.9 90.0 ± 2.9
1. 12yrs 4mths
2. 7yrs 2mths

Victoria (g) 92.3 ± 1.2 88.5 ± 1.8 96.1 ± 0.7 76.5 ± 5.3 92.4 ± 1.3
1. 12yrs 11mths
2. 7yrs 7mths

Queensland 93.9 ± 1.0 91.7 ± 1.5 96.5 ± 0.6 82.2 ± 3.0 91.4 ± 1.3
1. 12yrs 4mths
2. 6yrs 8mths

WA 87.5 ± 1.6 83.2 ± 2.2 91.8 ± 1.3 56.2 ± 3.9 83.3 ± 1.9
1. 12yrs 2mths
2. 6yrs 7mths

SA 84.9 ± 0.6 80.0 ± 3.6 89.4 ± 2.4 61.8 ± 5.9 84.3 ± 3.2
1. 12yrs 6mths
2. 7yrs 3mths

Tasmania 86.1 ± 1.8 81.5 ± 2.4 91.0 ± 1.8 75.2 ± 5.4 85.6 ± 4.2
1. 13yrs 2mths
2. 7yrs 7mths

ACT (h) 91.3 ± 1.9 87.7 ± 2.9 94.8 ± 1.3 79.3 ± 11.8 80.6 ± 5.3
1. 12yrs 10mths
2. 7yrs 6mths

NT 75.8 ± 3.7 71.4 ± 4.4 80.2 ± 4.1 37.2 ± 6.3 39.9 ± 7.1
1. 12yrs 8mths
2. 7yrs 3mths

Australia 90.7 ± 1.7 87.3 ± 2.6 94.1 ± 1.4 71.6 ± 4.8 89.0 ± 2.4

(a)

(b)

(c) 

(d)
(e)

(f)

(g)

The typical average age of students at the time of testing, expressed in years and months.
The typical average time that students had spent in schooling at the time of testing, expressed in years
and months. 

The methods used to identify Indigenous students and language background other than English (LBOTE)
students varied across jurisdictions.

Victoria assessed a sample of students based on voluntary participation. Data on exempt students was
not available. Any comparisons should be done so with these factors in mind.

Proportion of year 7 students who achieved the writing benchmark, 
2002 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)

The achievement percentages reported in this table include 95 per cent confidence intervals, for
example, 80 per cent ± 2.7 per cent.

Students who were absent or withdrawn from testing are not classifed as assessed students and are not
included in the benchmark calculations. The proportion of absent and withdrawn students varies
considerably across juridictions as shown in as shown in table 4A.13. Readers are urged to be cautious
when comparing results.
Some of the movements in the results over time may have occurred because of State/Territory equating
processes, and may not reflect actual improvements in student performance.
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Table 4A.12

Table 4A.12

1 Average age  (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling  (e) All students students students students  (f) students  (f)

Proportion of year 7 students who achieved the writing benchmark, 
2002 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)

(h)

Source : MCEETYA 2005a, National Report on Schooling in Australia 2002: Preliminary Paper National
Benchmark Results Reading, Writing and Numeracy Years 3, 5 and 7 ; 2008 Report, table 4A.33.

ACT writing data should be interpreted with some caution as a criterion-referenced assessment process
was not used. This will be changed from 2003.
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Table 4A.14

Table 4A.14

1 Average age  (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling  (e) All students students students students  (f) students  (f)

NSW 95.3 ± 0.7 94.7 ± 0.8 95.9 ± 0.7 85.3 ± 2.2 94.1 ± 0.7
1. 8 years, 9 months
2. 3 years, 7 months

Victoria 92.0 ± 1.7 91.8 ± 1.7 92.1 ± 1.9 76.8 ± 4.8 89.8 ± 1.9
1. 8 years, 11 months
2. 3 years, 7 months

Queensland 91.8 ± 1.5 92.0 ± 1.6 92.0 ± 1.8 76.6 ± 3.9 89.4 ± 2.0
1. 8 years, 3 months
2. 2 years, 8 months

WA 88.6 ± 2.3 88.5 ± 2.4 88.5 ± 2.6 64.9 ± 5.2 85.8 ± 2.6
1. 8 years, 2 months
2. 2 years, 7 months

SA 91.2 ± 1.2 90.4 ± 1.3 92.0 ± 1.3 66.0 ± 4.5 89.5 ± 1.5
1. 8 years, 6 months
2. 3 years, 3 months

Tasmania 94.1 ± 1.2 93.7 ± 1.4 94.5 ± 1.5 90.6 ± 3.4 95.6 ± 2.2
1. 9 years, 3 months
2. 3 years, 7 months

ACT 95.4 ± 0.8 94.6 ± 1.0 96.2 ± 0.9 84.9 ± 6.5 92.4 ± 1.9
1. 8 years, 10 months
2. 3 years, 6 months

NT 89.1 ± 1.8 87.8 ± 2.2 90.5 ± 1.9 73.1 ± 4.2 70.4 ± 4.6
1. 8 years, 8 months
2. 3 years, 3 months

Australia 92.8 ± 1.3 92.5 ± 1.4 93.1 ± 1.5 77.6 ± 3.6 91.3 ± 1.4

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

(e)

(f)

Source :

Proportion of year 3 students who achieved the numeracy
benchmark, 2002 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)

The achievement percentages reported in this table include 95 per cent confidence intervals, for
example, 80.0 per cent ± 2.7 per cent). 

Students who were absent or withdrawn from testing were not classified as assessed students and are
not included in the benchmark calculations. The proportion of absent and withdrawn students varies
across jurisdictions, as shown in table 4A.17. Readers are urged to be cautious when comparing
results.
Some movements in the results over time might have occurred because of State/Territory equating
processes, and may not reflect actual improvements in student performance.

The typical average age of students at the time of testing, expressed in years and months. 

The typical average time students had spent in schooling at the time of testing, expressed in years and
months.

The methods used to identify Indigenous students with a language background other than English
(LBOTE) varied between jurisdictions, as outlined in the explanatory notes.

MCEETYA 2005a, National Report on Schooling in Australia 2002: Preliminary Paper National
Benchmark Results Reading, Writing and Numeracy Years 3 and 5 ; 2008 Report, table 4A.36.

SCHOOL 
EDUCATION

INDIGENOUS
COMPENDIUM 2008



Table 4A.15

Table 4A.15

1 Average age  (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling  (e) All students students students students  (f) students  (f)

NSW 91.2 ± 0.9 91.0 ± 1.0 91.4 ± 1.1 72.4 ± 2.7 89.5 ± 1.1
1. 10yrs 9mths
2. 5yrs 7mths

Victoria 93.2 ± 1.1 92.7 ± 1.2 93.7 ± 1.3 78.6 ± 4.3 91.7 ± 1.4
1. 10yrs 11mths
2. 5yrs 7mths

Queensland 88.7 ± 1.9 89.3 ± 1.9 88.5 ± 2.1 68.9 ± 4.0 85.1 ± 2.5
1. 10yrs 4mths
2. 4yrs 8mths

WA 86.2 ± 1.7 85.8 ± 1.7 86.6 ± 1.9 52.2 ± 4.2 81.5 ± 2.1
1. 10yrs 2mths
2. 4yrs 7mths

SA 85.5 ± 1.3 85.7 ± 1.4 85.3 ± 1.6 52.2 ± 4.5 83.5 ± 1.7
1. 10yrs 6mths
2. 5yrs 3mths

Tasmania 89.1 ± 1.7 88.2 ± 2.0 90.0 ± 2.0 80.9 ± 4.6 81.6 ± 5.1
1. 11yrs 3mths
2. 5yrs 7mths

ACT 91.3 ± 1.1 90.8 ± 1.3 91.8 ± 1.3 75.0 ± 8.4 88.0 ± 2.7
1. 10yrs 10mths
2. 5yrs 6mths

NT 75.6 ± 2.2 75.7 ± 2.7 75.8 ± 2.7 39.3 ± 4.0 40.4 ± 4.1
1. 10yrs 8mths
2. 5yrs 3mths

Australia 90.0 ± 1.3 89.9 ± 1.4 90.2 ± 1.5 65.6 ± 3.7 87.9 ± 1.5

(a)

(b)

(c) 

(d)
(e)

(f)

Source :

Proportion of year 5 students who achieved the numeracy
benchmark, 2002 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)

Students who were absent or withdrawn from testing are not classifed as assessed students and are
not included in the benchmark calculations. The proportion of absent and withdrawn students varies
considerably across juridictions as shown in table 4A.17. Readers are urged to be cautious when
comparing results.
Some of the movements in the results over time may have occurred because of State/Territory equating
processes, and may not reflect actual improvements in student performance.

The typical average age of students at the time of testing, expressed in years and months.

The achievement percentages reported in this table include 95 per cent confidence intervals, for
example, 80 per cent ± 2.7 per cent.

The methods used to identify Indigenous students and language background other than English
(LBOTE) students varied across jurisdictions.

MCEETYA 2005a, National Report on Schooling in Australia 2002: Preliminary Paper National
Benchmark Results Reading, Writing and Numeracy Years 3, 5 and 7 ; 2008 Report, table 4A.37.

The typical average time that students had spent in schooling at the time of testing, expressed in years
and months. 

SCHOOL 
EDUCATION

INDIGENOUS
COMPENDIUM 2008



Table 4A.16

Table 4A.16

1 Average age  (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling  (e) All students students students students  (f) students  (f)

NSW (g) 78.2 ± 0.7 77.4 ± 0.8 78.9 ± 0.9 46.0 ± 1.9 76.4 ± 0.9
1. 12yrs 4mths
2. 7yrs 2mths

Victoria (h) 87.1 ± 1.0 87.3 ± 1.0 87.0 ± 1.1 58.7 ± 5.6 84.5 ± 1.3
1. 12yrs 11mths
2. 7yrs 7mths

Queensland 88.3 ± 0.8 88.2 ± 0.8 88.7 ± 0.9 61.6 ± 2.2 85.3 ± 1.4
1. 12yrs 4mths
2. 6yrs 8mths

WA 85.0 ± 0.9 84.7 ± 1.0 85.2 ± 1.1 49.1 ± 3.0 79.2 ± 1.5
1. 12yrs 2mths
2. 6yrs 7mths

SA 85.6 ± 0.8 85.8 ± 1.1 85.5 ± 1.0 57.9 ± 4.9 84.5 ± 1.5
1. 12yrs 6mths
2. 7yrs 3mths

Tasmania 84.0 ± 1.1 83.5 ± 1.4 84.5 ± 1.5 72.3 ± 4.7 83.2 ± 4.2
1. 13yrs 2mths
2. 7yrs 7mths

ACT 86.9 ± 1.2 88.0 ± 1.4 85.8 ± 1.7 61.8 ± 14.0 79.6 ± 5.5
1. 12yrs 10mths
2. 7yrs 6mths

NT 68.1 ± 3.8 68.2 ± 4.4 68.2 ± 4.7 27.4 ± 6.4 31.7 ± 6.9
1. 12yrs 8mths
2. 7yrs 3mths

Australia 83.5 ± 0.9 83.3 ± 0.9 83.8 ± 1.0 51.9 ± 3.0 79.2 ± 1.2

(a)

(b)

(c) 

(d)
(e)

(f)

Proportion of year 7 students who achieved the numeracy
benchmark, 2002 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)

The achievement percentages reported in this table include 95 per cent confidence intervals, for
example, 80 per cent ± 2.7 per cent.

Students who were absent or withdrawn from testing are not classifed as assessed students and are
not included in the benchmark calculations. The proportion of absent and withdrawn students varies
considerably across juridictions as shown in table 4A.17. Readers are urged to be cautious when
comparing results.

The typical average age of students at the time of testing, expressed in years and months.
The typical average time that students had spent in schooling at the time of testing, expressed in years
and months. 

The methods used to identify Indigenous students and language background other than English
(LBOTE) students varied across jurisdictions.

Some of the movements in the results over time may have occurred because of State/Territory equating
processes, and may not reflect actual improvements in student performance.
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Table 4A.16

Table 4A.16

1 Average age  (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling  (e) All students students students students  (f) students  (f)

Proportion of year 7 students who achieved the numeracy
benchmark, 2002 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)

(g)

(h)

Source :

(i) a lower proportion of year 7 students are meeting the minimum numeracy benchmark than are
meeting the reading and writing benchmarks

NSW considers that the year 7 results for NSW are anomalous. The national numeracy benchmark
results show that:

National benchmarks represent the minimum standard of performance a student must achieve to be
able to progress through his/her schooling. The national benchmark results show that NSW students in
years 3 and 5 are consistently performing at or above the national average for reading, writing and
numeracy. The NSW results for year 7 reading and writing are also fairly consistent with the national
average.

Victoria assessed a sample of students based on voluntary participation. Data on exempt students was
not available. Any comparisons should be done so with these factors in mind.

MCEETYA 2005a, National Report on Schooling in Australia 2002: Preliminary Paper National
Benchmark Results Reading, Writing and Numeracy Years 3, 5 and 7 ; 2008 Report, table 4A.38.

(ii) a lower proprtion of students are meeting the numeracy benchmark in year 7 than in year 3 and year
5.
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Table 4A.18

Table 4A.18

1 Average age  (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling  (e) All students students students students  (f) students  (f)

NSW 93.0 ± 1.6 91.3 ± 1.9 94.9 ± 1.3 81.5 ± 4.2 92.6 ± 1.6
1. 8yrs 9mths
2. 3yrs 7mths

Victoria 90.4 ± 2.1 88.3 ± 2.5 92.8 ± 1.8 76.9 ± 5.0 87.0 ± 2.7
1. 9yrs 0mths
2. 3yrs 7mths

Queensland 93.8 ± 1.6 92.7 ± 2.1 95.3 ± 1.4 84.9 ± 4.0 91.5 ± 2.1
1. 8yrs 3mths
2. 2yrs 8mths

WA 95.2 ± 1.4 94.1 ± 1.6 96.3 ± 1.1 82.3 ± 4.5 94.4 ± 1.6
1. 8yrs 2mths
2. 2yrs 7mths

SA 89.7 ± 1.6 87.6 ± 1.8 91.9 ± 1.5 66.3 ± 4.8 85.9 ± 2.2
1. 8yrs 6mths
2. 3yrs 3mths

Tasmania 96.4 ± 0.8 95.3 ± 1.1 97.6 ± 0.7 95.3 ± 2.7 97.6 ± 1.7
1. 9yrs 1mth
2. 3yrs 7mths

ACT 96.2 ± 0.9 95.4 ± 1.2 97.1 ± 0.8 93.5 ± 5.0 91.7 ± 1.9
1. 8yrs 10mths
2. 3yrs 6mths

NT 71.5 ± 2.6 70.2 ± 3.3 72.8 ± 2.7 36.2 ± 5.3 31.1 ± 5.6
1. 8yrs 8mths
2. 3yrs 3mths

Australia 92.4 ± 1.7 90.8 ± 2.0 94.3 ± 1.4 78.8 ± 6.9 90.0 ± 2.0

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)
(e)

(f)

Source :

The typical average age of students at the time of testing, expressed in years and months. 
The typical average time students had spent in schooling at the time of testing, expressed in years and
months.

MCEETYA 2005b, National Report on Schooling in Australia 2003: Preliminary Paper National
Benchmark Results Reading, Writing and Numeracy Years 3, 5 and 7 ; 2008 Report, table
4A.41.

Proportion of year 3 students who achieved the reading
benchmark, 2003 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)

The achievement percentages reported in this table include 95 per cent confidence intervals, for
example, 80.0 per cent ± 2.7 per cent). 

Students who were absent or withdrawn from testing are not classified as assessed students and are
not included in the benchmark calculations. The proportion of absent and withdrawn students varies
across jurisdictions, as shown in table 4A.21. Readers are urged to be cautious when comparing
results.
Some movements in the results over time might have occurred because of State/Territory equating
processes, and may not reflect actual improvements in student performance.

The methods used to identify Indigenous students and language background other than English
(LBOTE) students varied across jurisdictions.
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Table 4A.19

Table 4A.19

1 Average age  (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling  (e) All students students students students  (f) students  (f)

NSW 91.7 ± 1.2 89.7 ± 1.3 93.9 ± 1.0 76.5 ± 3.2 90.5 ± 1.3
1. 10yrs 9mths
2. 5yrs 7mths

Victoria 89.6 ± 1.2 87.0 ± 1.5 92.2 ± 1.1 72.0 ± 4.5 85.5 ± 1.6
1. 10yrs 11mths
2. 5yrs 7mths

Queensland 81.4 ± 2.5 78.4 ± 2.9 84.8 ± 2.5 55.5 ± 4.3 77.5 ± 3.6
1. 10yrs 4mths
2. 4yrs 8mths

WA 93.4 ± 1.3 92.1 ± 1.6 94.8 ± 1.1 76.5 ± 4.7 91.0 ± 2.0
1. 10yrs 3mths
2. 4yrs 8mths

SA 88.6 ± 1.4 86.5 ± 1.6 90.7 ± 1.3 62.6 ± 4.6 82.7 ± 2.1
1. 10yrs 6mths
2. 5yrs 3mths

Tasmania 95.2 ± 0.9 93.9 ± 1.3 96.6 ± 1.0 92.7 ± 3.1 95.3 ± 2.5
1. 11yrs 0mths
2. 5yrs 7mths

ACT 96.1 ± 1.1 95.1 ± 1.7 97.1 ± 1.3 89.5 ± 12.9 91.1 ± 3.6
1. 10yrs 10mths
2. 5yrs 6mths

NT 78.8 ± 1.9 76.5 ± 2.6 81.2 ± 2.1 49.4 ± 4.7 43.3 ± 5.4
1. 10yrs 8mths
2. 5yrs 3mths

Australia 89.0 ± 1.5 86.8 ± 1.8 91.6 ± 1.4 67.7 ± 4.1 88.7 ± 1.6

(a)

(b)

(c) 

(d)

(e)

(f)

Source : MCEETYA 2005b, National Report on Schooling in Australia 2003: Preliminary Paper National
Benchmark Results Reading, Writing and Numeracy Years 3, 5 and 7 ; 2008 Report, table 4A.42.

Proportion of year 5 students who achieved the reading
benchmark, 2003 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)

The achievement percentages reported in this table include 95 per cent confidence intervals, for
example, 80 per cent ± 2.7 per cent.

Students who were absent or withdrawn from testing are not classifed as assessed students and are not
included in the benchmark calculations. The proportion of absent and withdrawn students varies
considerably across juridictions as shown in table 4A.21. Readers are urged to be cautious when
comparing results.
Some of the movements in the results over time may have occurred because of State/Territory equating
processes, and may not reflect actual improvements in student performance.

The typical average age of students at the time of testing, expressed in years and months.

The typical average time that students had spent in schooling at the time of testing, expressed in years
and months. 
The methods used to identify Indigenous students and language background other than English
(LBOTE) students varied across jurisdictions.
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Table 4A.20

Table 4A.20

1 Average age  (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling  (e) All students students students students  (f) students  (f)

NSW 88.9 ± 0.8 86.1 ± 1.0 91.9 ± 0.7 68.1 ± 2.4 87.9 ± 1.0
1. 12yrs 4mths
2. 7yrs 2mths

Victoria 90.3 ± 0.6 87.8 ± 0.8 92.8 ± 0.5 72.7 ± 3.7 87.8 ± 0.9
1. 12yrs 11mths
2. 7yrs 7mths

Queensland 89.3 ± 1.1 87.6 ± 1.3 91.5 ± 1.0 68.3 ± 2.8 84.5 ± 2.0
1. 12yrs 4mths
2. 6yrs 8mths

WA 88.9 ± 1.2 86.9 ± 1.4 90.9 ± 1.1 59.1 ± 3.8 83.1 ± 2.0
1. 12yrs 2mths
2. 6yrs 7mths

SA 92.9 ± 0.6 91.4 ± 0.8 94.5 ± 0.6 75.3 ± 4.2 88.2 ± 1.8
1. 12yrs 6mths
2. 7yrs 3mths

Tasmania 88.3 ± 1.1 86.0 ± 1.4 90.7 ± 1.4 80.3 ± 4.6 85.7 ± 3.9
1. 13yrs 0mths
2. 7yrs 7mths

ACT 91.4 ± 1.1 89.4 ± 1.6 93.5 ± 1.0 78.0 ± 12.1 84.8 ± 5.3
1. 12yrs 10mths
2. 7yrs 6mths

NT 77.7 ± 1.8 76.9 ± 2.4 82.8 ± 2.4 44.8 ± 4.7 39.1 ± 4.8
1. 12yrs 8mths
2. 7yrs 3mths

Australia 89.4 ± 0.9 87.1 ± 1.1 91.9 ± 0.8 66.4 ± 3.1 86.4 ± 1.2

(a)

(b)

(c) 

(d)
(e)

(f)

Source :

Proportion of year 7 students who achieved the reading
benchmark, 2003 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)

The achievement percentages reported in this table include 95 per cent confidence intervals, for
example, 80 per cent ± 2.7 per cent.

Students who were absent or withdrawn from testing are not classifed as assessed students and are not
included in the benchmark calculations. The proportion of absent and withdrawn students varies
considerably across juridictions as shown in table 4A.21. Readers are urged to be cautious when
comparing results.
Some of the movements in the results over time may have occurred because of State/Territory equating
processes, and may not reflect actual improvements in student performance.

MCEETYA 2005b, National Report on Schooling in Australia 2003: Preliminary Paper National
Benchmark Results Reading, Writing and Numeracy Years 3, 5 and 7 ; 2008 Report, table 4A.43.

The typical average time that students had spent in schooling at the time of testing, expressed in years
and months. 

The methods used to identify Indigenous students and language background other than English
(LBOTE) students varied across jurisdictions.

The typical average age of students at the time of testing, expressed in years and months.
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Table 4A.22

Table 4A.22

1 Average age  (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling  (e) All students students students students  (f) students  (f)

NSW 95.4 ± 0.9 93.9 ± 1.2 97.1 ± 0.6 85.5 ± 2.9 94.6 ± 1.0
1. 8 years, 9 months
2. 3 years, 7 months

Victoria 96.1 ± 0.9 94.8 ± 1.3 97.6 ± 0.6 88.1 ± 2.6 94.6 ± 0.9
1. 9 years, 0 months
2. 3 years, 7 months

Queensland 88.0 ± 2.4 84.7 ± 3.2 91.8 ± 2.0 73.7 ± 4.7 88.3 ± 2.6
1. 8 years, 3 months
2. 2 years, 8 months

WA 84.6 ± 3.1 80.7 ± 3.7 88.8 ± 2.6 57.8 ± 5.5 83.4 ± 3.2
1. 8 years, 2 months
2. 2 years, 7 months

SA 89.3 ± 1.5 86.0 ± 1.8 92.9 ± 1.2 69.8 ± 5.1 87.4 ± 2.2
1. 8 years, 6 months
2. 3 years, 3 months

Tasmania 89.9 ± 2.0 86.5 ± 2.4 93.5 ± 1.7 82.2 ± 6.0 91.0 ± 4.0
1. 9 years, 1 month
2. 3 years, 7 months

ACT 94.4 ± 1.0 92.9 ± 1.4 96.1 ± 0.7 87.2 ± 5.9 89.8 ± 2.3
1. 8 years, 10 months
2. 3 years, 6 months

NT 73.8 ± 2.2 71.7 ± 2.9 76.3 ± 2.7 43.9 ± 4.5 41.6 ± 4.6
1. 8 years, 8 months
2. 3 years, 3 months

Australia 92.2 ± 1.5 89.9 ± 2.0 94.7 ± 1.2 75.2 ± 4.1 92.3 ± 1.4

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

(e)

(f)

Source :

The typical average time students had spent in schooling at the time of testing, expressed in years and
months.

The methods used to identify Indigenous students with a language background other than English
(LBOTE) varied between jurisdictions, as outlined in the explanatory notes.

MCEETYA 2005b, National Report on Schooling in Australia 2003: Preliminary Paper National
Benchmark Results Reading, Writing and Numeracy Years 3, 5 and 7 ; 2008 Report, table 4A.47.

Proportion of year 3 students who achieved the writing benchmark,
2003 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)

Some movements in the results over time might have occurred because of State/Territory equating
processes, and may not reflect actual improvements in student performance.

The typical average age of students at the time of testing, expressed in years and months. 

The achievement percentages reported in this table include 95 per cent confidence intervals, for
example, 80.0 per cent ± 2.7 per cent). 

Students who were absent or withdrawn from testing are not classified as assessed students and are
not included in the benchmark calculations. The proportion of absent and withdrawn students varies
across jurisdictions, as shown in table 4A.25. Readers are urged to be cautious when comparing results.
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Table 4A.23

Table 4A.23

1 Average age  (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling  (e) All students students students students  (f) students  (f)

NSW 95.7 ± 1.2 94.3 ± 1.6 97.2 ± 0.8 86.2 ± 3.6 94.6 ± 1.3
1. 10yrs 9mths
2. 5yrs 7mths

Victoria 95.6 ± 0.2 93.9 ± 0.3 97.3 ± 0.2 87.5 ± 2.5 93.7 ± 0.3
1. 10yrs 11mths
2. 5yrs 7mths

Queensland 94.0 ± 1.7 92.2 ± 2.4 96.3 ± 1.3 85.5 ± 3.6 92.1 ± 2.1
1. 10yrs 4mths
2. 4yrs 8mths

WA 87.3 ± 1.8 83.2 ± 2.3 91.5 ± 1.4 58.3 ± 4.9 85.1 ± 2.4
1. 10yrs 3mths
2. 4yrs 8mths

SA 94.6 ± 0.6 93.2 ± 0.8 96.1 ± 0.5 83.2 ± 3.6 89.8 ± 1.5
1. 10yrs 6mths
2. 5yrs 3mths

Tasmania 90.0 ± 1.7 86.2 ± 2.4 94.0 ± 1.3 84.7 ± 4.4 91.3 ± 3.3
1. 11yrs 0mths
2. 5yrs 7mths

ACT 94.0 ± 1.9 92.3 ± 2.5 95.7 ± 1.5 87.0 ± 8.6 89.7 ± 3.0
1. 10yrs 10mths
2. 5yrs 6mths

NT 78.1 ± 2.1 73.7 ± 3.0 82.7 ± 2.4 45.1 ± 4.5 38.3 ± 4.7
1. 10yrs 8mths
2. 5yrs 3mths

Australia 94.1 ± 1.1 92.1 ± 1.5 96.1 ± 1.1 79.6 ± 3.8 92.5 ± 1.2

(a)

(b)

(c) 

(d)
(e)

(f)

Source :

The typical average age of students at the time of testing, expressed in years and months.
The typical average time that students had spent in schooling at the time of testing, expressed in years
and months. 

The methods used to identify Indigenous students and language background other than English
(LBOTE) students varied across jurisdictions, as outlined in the explanatory notes.

MCEETYA 2005b, National Report on Schooling in Australia 2003: Preliminary Paper National
Benchmark Results Reading, Writing and Numeracy Years 3, 5 and 7 ; 2008 Report, table 4A.48.

Proportion of year 5 students who achieved the writing benchmark,
2003 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)

The achievement percentages reported in this table include 95 per cent confidence intervals, for
example, 80 per cent ± 2.7 per cent.

Students who were absent or withdrawn from testing are not classifed as assessed students and are not
included in the benchmark calculations. The proportion of absent and withdrawn students varies
considerably across juridictions as shown in table 4A.25. Readers are urged to be cautious when
comparing results.

Some of the movements in the results over time may have occurred because of State/Territory equating
processes, and may not reflect actual improvements in student performance.
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Table 4A.24

Table 4A.24

1 Average age  (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling  (e) All students students students students  (f) students  (f)

NSW 92.2 ± 2.2 89.7 ± 2.8 94.9 ± 1.6 75.2 ± 5.4 91.4 ± 2.6
1. 12yrs 4mths
2. 7yrs 2mths

Victoria 94.3 ± 1.2 91.5 ± 1.8 97.2 ± 0.7 85.6 ± 4.1 94.6 ± 1.2
1. 12yrs 11mths
2. 7yrs 7mths

Queensland 94.4 ± 1.0 92.3 ± 1.5 97.0 ± 0.7 84.8 ± 2.7 92.7 ± 1.4
1. 12yrs 4mths
2. 6yrs 8mths

WA 87.1 ± 1.4 82.5 ± 1.8 91.7 ± 1.1 58.1 ± 3.9 83.1 ± 2.1
1. 12yrs 2mths
2. 6yrs 7mths

SA 88.8 ± 2.3 85.1 ± 3.0 92.7 ± 1.7 67.7 ± 6.2 87.0 ± 2.6
1. 12yrs 6mths
2. 7yrs 3mths

Tasmania 83.1 ± 2.3 77.0 ± 2.8 89.4 ± 2.0 72.6 ± 6.1 84.8 ± 4.0
1. 13yrs 0mths
2. 7yrs 7mths

ACT 93.1 ± 2.3 90.1 ± 3.2 96.2 ± 1.5 83.7 ± 15.6 87.1 ± 4.8
1. 12yrs 10mths
2. 7yrs 6mths

NT 81.3 ± 1.8 79.7 ± 2.5 83.1 ± 2.2 46.0 ± 4.4 39.5 ± 4.6
1. 12yrs 8mths
2. 7yrs 3mths

Australia 92.1 ± 1.7 89.2 ± 2.2 95.2 ± 1.2 74.4 ± 4.4 91.0 ± 2.1

(a)

(b)

(c) 

(d)
(e)

(f)

Source :

Proportion of year 7 students who achieved the writing benchmark, 
2003 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)

The achievement percentages reported in this table include 95 per cent confidence intervals, for
example, 80 per cent ± 2.7 per cent.

Students who were absent or withdrawn from testing are not classifed as assessed students and are not
included in the benchmark calculations. The proportion of absent and withdrawn students varies
considerably across juridictions as shown in table 4A.25. Readers are urged to be cautious when
comparing results.
Some of the movements in the results over time may have occurred because of State/Terriotory equating
processes, and may not reflect actual improvements in student performance.

The typical average age of students at the time of testing, expressed in years and months.
The typical average time that students had spent in schooling at the time of testing, expressed in years
and months. 

MCEETYA 2005b, National Report on Schooling in Australia 2003: Preliminary Paper National
Benchmark Results Reading, Writing and Numeracy Years 3, 5 and 7 ; 2008 Report, table 4A.49.

The methods used to identify Indigenous students and language background other than English (LBOTE)
students varied across jurisdictions.
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Table 4A.26

Table 4A.26

1 Average age  (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling  (e) All students students students students  (f) students  (f)

NSW 96.7 ± 0.6 96.3 ± 0.6 97.1 ± 0.6 91.4 ± 1.9 95.9 ± 0.6
1. 8 years, 9 months
2. 3 years, 7 months

Victoria 95.8 ± 0.5 95.2 ± 0.5 96.6 ± 0.6 86.7 ± 2.2 93.9 ± 0.7
1. 9 years, 0 months
2. 3 years, 7 months

Queensland 92.1 ± 1.6 92.0 ± 1.6 92.7 ± 1.8 78.3 ± 3.7 90.0 ± 2.0
1. 8 years, 3 months
2. 2 years, 8 months

WA 89.7 ± 2.7 89.7 ± 2.6 89.7 ± 2.8 67.2 ± 6.6 87.6 ± 3.3
1. 8 years, 2 months
2. 2 years, 7 months

SA 90.1 ± 1.7 89.3 ± 1.7 90.8 ± 1.9 67.5 ± 5.2 86.0 ± 2.4
1. 8 years, 6 months
2. 3 years, 3 months

Tasmania 93.9 ± 1.4 93.9 ± 1.4 94.1 ± 1.7 90.2 ± 4.0 94.7 ± 3.3
1. 9 years, 1 month
2. 3 years, 7 months

ACT 95.2 ± 1.1 94.7 ± 1.1 95.8 ± 1.2 88.2 ± 7.7 89.5 ± 2.6
1. 8 years, 10 months
2. 3 years, 6 months

NT 86.4 ± 2.4 85.8 ± 2.8 87.1 ± 2.6 65.5 ± 5.4 64.1 ± 5.4
1. 8 years, 8 months
2. 3 years, 3 months

Australia 94.2 ± 1.1 93.8 ± 1.1 94.7 ± 1.2 80.5 ± 3.7 93.3 ± 1.1

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

(e)

(f)

Source :

The typical average age of students at the time of testing, expressed in years and months. 

The typical average time students had spent in schooling at the time of testing, expressed in years and
months.

The methods used to identify Indigenous students with a language background other than English
(LBOTE) varied between jurisdictions, as outlined in the explanatory notes.

MCEETYA 2005b, National Report on Schooling in Australia 2003: Preliminary Paper National
Benchmark Results Reading, Writing and Numeracy Years 3, 5 and 7 ; 2008 Report, table 4A.53.

Proportion of year 3 students who achieved the numeracy
benchmark, 2003 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)

The achievement percentages reported in this table include 95 per cent confidence intervals, for
example, 80.0 per cent ± 2.7 per cent). 

Students who were absent or withdrawn from testing were not classified as assessed students and are
not included in the benchmark calculations. The proportion of absent and withdrawn students varies
across jurisdictions, as shown in table 4A.29. Readers are urged to be cautious when comparing
results.

Some movements in the results over time might have occurred because of State/Territory equating
processes, and may not reflect actual improvements in student performance.
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Table 4A.27

Table 4A.27

1 Average age  (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling  (e) All students students students students  (f) students  (f)

NSW 91.3 ± 1.1 90.4 ± 1.1 92.2 ± 1.1 73.9 ± 3.0 90.8 ± 1.1
1. 10yrs 9mths
2. 5yrs 7mths

Victoria 94.7 ± 0.7 94.3 ± 0.7 95.2 ± 0.8 83.7 ± 3.3 92.2 ± 0.8
1. 10yrs 11mths
2. 5yrs 7mths

Queensland 86.3 ± 1.6 86.6 ± 1.7 86.4 ± 1.9 62.6 ± 3.4 83.7 ± 2.2
1. 10yrs 4mths
2. 4yrs 8mths

WA 90.4 ± 2.0 90.0 ± 2.1 90.8 ± 2.1 66.2 ± 5.5 87.2 ± 3.0
1. 10yrs 3mths
2. 4yrs 8mths

SA 90.7 ± 1.2 90.1 ± 1.3 91.3 ± 1.3 66.1 ± 4.9 85.8 ± 1.9
1. 10yrs 6mths
2. 5yrs 3mths

Tasmania 92.4 ± 1.2 91.6 ± 1.4 93.3 ± 1.3 87.8 ± 4.1 93.4 ± 3.1
1. 11yrs 0mths
2. 5yrs 7mths

ACT 91.9 ± 1.7 91.7 ± 1.9 92.1 ± 1.9 71.6 ± 12.4 86.6 ± 3.2
1. 10yrs 8mths
2. 5yrs 6mths

NT 76.1 ± 2.6 74.6 ± 3.0 77.6 ± 3.2 43.3 ± 4.9 39.1 ± 5.2
1. 10yrs 8mths
2. 5yrs 3mths

Australia 90.8 ± 1.2 90.3 ± 1.3 91.4 ± 1.3 67.6 ± 3.9 89.3 ± 1.4

(a)

(b)

(c) 

(d)
(e)

(f)

Source :

The methods used to identify Indigenous students and language background other than English
(LBOTE) students varied across jurisdictions.

MCEETYA 2005b, National Report on Schooling in Australia 2003: Preliminary Paper National
Benchmark Results Reading, Writing and Numeracy Years 3, 5 and 7 ; 2008 Report, table 4A.54.

The typical average time that students had spent in schooling at the time of testing, expressed in years
and months. 

Proportion of year 5 students who achieved the numeracy
benchmark, 2003 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)

Students who were absent or withdrawn from testing are not classifed as assessed students and are
not included in the benchmark calculations. The proportion of absent and withdrawn students varies
considerably across juridictions as shown in table 4A.29. Readers are urged to be cautious when
comparing results.
Some of the movements in the results over time may have occurred because of State/Territory equating
processes, and may not reflect actual improvements in student performance.

The typical average age of students at the time of testing, expressed in years and months.

The achievement percentages reported in this table include 95 per cent confidence intervals, for
example, 80 per cent ± 2.7 per cent.
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Table 4A.28

Table 4A.28

1 Average age  (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling  (e) All students students students students  (f) students  (f)

NSW (g) 73.9 ± 0.8 72.9 ± 0.9 75.1 ± 0.9 41.1 ± 2.1 72.7 ± 1.0
1. 12yrs 6mths
2. 7yrs 4mths

Victoria 85.8 ± 0.7 86.3 ± 0.8 85.4 ± 0.9 64.1 ± 4.4 83.1 ± 1.0
1. 12yrs 11mths
2. 7yrs 7mths

Queensland 85.2 ± 0.6 85.5 ± 0.7 85.1 ± 0.7 56.9 ± 2.0 81.7 ± 1.4
1. 12yrs 4mths
2. 6yrs 8mths

WA 84.3 ± 0.7 84.2 ± 0.8 84.5 ± 0.9 49.9 ± 3.3 78.8 ± 1.6
1. 12yrs 2mths
2. 6yrs 7mths

SA 85.2 ± 0.8 84.9 ± 1.0 85.5 ± 1.0 54.1 ± 6.3 80.0 ± 2.6
1. 12yrs 6mths
2. 7yrs 3mths

Tasmania 80.6 ± 1.1 80.4 ± 1.4 80.7 ± 1.6 66.5 ± 5.4 75.5 ± 4.5
1. 13yrs 0mths
2. 7yrs 7mths

ACT 86.4 ± 1.6 86.3 ± 1.8 86.5 ± 1.9 61.6 ± 12.8 81.0 ± 5.6
1. 12yrs 10mths
2. 7yrs 6mths

NT 68.7 ± 2.1 69.0 ± 2.7 68.3 ± 2.9 30.0 ± 3.6 27.2 ± 3.9
1. 12yrs 8mths
2. 7yrs 3mths

Australia 81.3 ± 0.8 81.0 ± 0.9 81.6 ± 0.9 49.3 ± 2.9 76.6 ± 1.2

(a)

(b)

(c) 

(d)
(e)

(f)

(g)

Some of the movements in the results over time may have occurred because of State/Territory equating
processes, and may not reflect actual improvements in student performance.

Proportion of year 7 students who achieved the numeracy
benchmark, 2003 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)

The achievement percentages reported in this table include 95 per cent confidence intervals, for
example, 80 per cent ± 2.7 per cent.

Students who were absent or withdrawn from testing are not classifed as assessed students and are
not included in the benchmark calculations. The proportion of absent and withdrawn students varies
considerably across juridictions as shown in table 4A.29. Readers are urged to be cautious when
comparing results.

NSW considers that the year 7 results for NSW are anomalous. The national numeracy benchmark
results show that:

The typical average age of students at the time of testing, expressed in years and months.
The typical average time that students had spent in schooling at the time of testing, expressed in years
and months. 

The methods used to identify Indigenous students and language background other than English
(LBOTE) students varied across jurisdictions.
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Table 4A.28

Table 4A.28

1 Average age  (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling  (e) All students students students students  (f) students  (f)

Proportion of year 7 students who achieved the numeracy
benchmark, 2003 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)

Source :

National benchmarks represent the minimum standard of performance a student must achieve to be
able to progress through his/her schooling. The national benchmark results show that NSW students in
years 3 and 5 are consistently performing at or above the national average for reading, writing and
numeracy. The NSW results for year 7 reading and writing are also fairly consistent with the national
average.

MCEETYA 2005b, National Report on Schooling in Australia 2003: Preliminary Paper National
Benchmark Results Reading, Writing and Numeracy Years 3, 5 and 7 ; 2008 Report, table 4A.55. 

(ii) a lower proprtion of students are meeting the numeracy benchmark in year 7 than in year 3 and year
5.

(i) a lower proportion of year 7 students are meeting the minimum numeracy benchmark than are
meeting the reading and writing benchmarks

SCHOOL 
EDUCATION

INDIGENOUS
COMPENDIUM 2008



Ta
bl

e 
4A

.2
9

Ta
bl

e 
4A

.2
9

Y
ea

r 3
Y

ea
r 5

Y
ea

r 7
Y

ea
r 3

Y
ea

r 5
Y

ea
r 7

Y
ea

r 3
Y

ea
r 5

Y
ea

r 7
Y

ea
r 3

Y
ea

r 5
Y

ea
r 7

Y
ea

r 3
Y

ea
r 5

Y
ea

r 7
N

S
W

1.
1

1.
1

0.
7

6.
2

6.
2

8.
0

4.
0

4.
0

4.
0

26
.2

25
.2

24
.5

93
.8

93
.8

92
.0

Vi
ct

or
ia

2.
3

2.
0

0.
8

7.
9

8.
8

13
.5

1.
0

1.
0

1.
0

19
.3

19
.6

20
.7

92
.1

91
.2

86
.5

Q
ue

en
sl

an
d

1.
7

1.
8

1.
6

2.
3

2.
1

2.
3

6.
3

6.
3

5.
9

6.
7

6.
7

5.
9

97
.4

98
.0

97
.6

W
A

0.
8

0.
8

0.
8

7.
0

6.
6

6.
8

5.
2

5.
4

5.
1

13
.7

13
.2

12
.9

93
.0

93
.4

93
.2

S
A

3.
6

3.
3

2.
8

3.
6

3.
7

4.
6

2.
9

2.
7

2.
6

7.
4

7.
1

6.
9

96
.4

96
.3

95
.4

Ta
sm

an
ia

0.
9

1.
0

0.
9

5.
4

5.
7

10
.1

5.
9

5.
9

5.
9

6.
4

5.
1

4.
7

94
.6

94
.3

89
.9

A
C

T
1.

7
1.

2
0.

9
5.

4
4.

7
9.

1
2.

2
1.

9
1.

1
9.

7
8.

8
3.

0
94

.6
95

.3
90

.9
N

T 
(c

)
0.

9
0.

9
0.

6
10

.1
8.

7
10

.3
29

.7
30

.0
27

.1
24

.8
24

.9
22

.5
90

.0
91

.4
90

.9
A

us
t

1.
7

1.
6

1.
1

5.
7

5.
9

7.
9

4.
1

2.
8

3.
9

17
.2

8.
5

16
.5

94
.2

94
.1

92
.1

(a
)

(b
)

(c
)

S
ou

rc
e

:
M

C
EE

TY
A

20
05

b,
N

at
io

na
lR

ep
or

to
n

S
ch

oo
lin

g
in

A
us

tra
lia

20
03

:P
re

lim
in

ar
y

P
ap

er
N

at
io

na
lB

en
ch

m
ar

k
R

es
ul

ts
R

ea
di

ng
,W

rit
in

g
an

d
N

um
er

ac
y

Y
ea

rs
3,

 5
 a

nd
 7

; 2
00

8 
R

ep
or

t, 
ta

bl
e 

4A
.5

8.

A
ll 

st
ud

en
ts

Th
e

pe
rc

en
ta

ge
of

st
ud

en
ts

w
ho

w
er

e
ex

em
pt

ed
,a

nd
ab

se
nt

or
w

ho
w

er
e

w
ith

dr
aw

n
by

pa
re

nt
s/

ca
re

gi
ve

rs
,f

ro
m

th
e

te
st

in
g

pr
og

ra
m

.E
xe

m
pt

ed
st

ud
en

ts
ar

e
re

po
rte

d
as

no
ta

ch
ie

vi
ng

th
e

be
nc

hm
ar

k.
Ab

se
nt

an
d

w
ith

dr
aw

n
st

ud
en

ts
ar

e
no

ti
nc

lu
de

d
in

th
e

be
nc

hm
ar

k
ca

lc
ul

at
io

ns
.T

he
pe

rc
en

ta
ge

of
ex

em
pt

ed
,a

nd
ab

se
nt

or
w

ith
dr

aw
n,

st
ud

en
ts

is
ca

lc
ul

at
ed

as
a

pe
rc

en
ta

ge
of

th
e

to
ta

ln
um

be
r

of
fu

ll
tim

e
go

ve
rn

m
en

ts
tu

de
nt

s
ba

se
d

on
N

SS
C

da
ta

,t
og

et
he

r
w

ith
th

e
no

n-
go

ve
rn

m
en

t s
tu

de
nt

s 
w

ho
 p

ar
tic

ip
at

ed
 in

 th
e 

re
le

va
nt

 te
st

in
g 

pr
og

ra
m

s.
Th

e
pe

rc
en

ta
ge

of
as

se
ss

ed
In

di
ge

no
us

an
d

LB
O

TE
st

ud
en

ts
re

sp
ec

tiv
el

y.
Th

e
pe

rc
en

ta
ge

s
of

In
di

ge
no

us
an

d
LB

O
TE

st
ud

en
ts

in
cl

ud
e

ex
em

pt
ed

st
ud

en
ts

an
d

ar
e

ca
lc

ul
at

ed
as

a
pe

rc
en

ta
ge

of
th

e
to

ta
l

nu
m

be
r

of
fu

ll
tim

e
go

ve
rn

m
en

t
st

ud
en

ts
ba

se
d

on
da

ta
fro

m
th

e
N

SS
C

an
d

no
n-

go
ve

rn
m

en
t

st
ud

en
ts

w
ho

pa
rti

ci
pa

te
d

in
th

e
re

le
va

nt
te

st
in

g
pr

og
ra

m
s.

Th
e

sp
ec

ifi
c

w
ay

s
in

w
hi

ch
In

di
ge

no
us

an
d

LB
O

TE
st

ud
en

ti
nf

or
m

at
io

n
w

as
co

lle
ct

ed
an

d/
or

ca
te

go
ris

ed
va

rie
d

ac
ro

ss
 ju

ris
di

ct
io

ns
.

N
SS

C
fig

ur
es

ha
ve

be
en

us
ed

fo
rt

he
to

ta
ln

um
be

ro
fs

tu
de

nt
s

in
ca

lc
ul

at
io

n
of

th
e

pa
rti

ci
pa

tio
n

ra
te

s.
In

th
e

N
T,

st
ud

en
ts

ar
e

te
st

ed
at

ye
ar

3,
5,

an
d

7
in

ur
ba

n
sc

ho
ol

s.
 In

 re
m

ot
e 

sc
ho

ol
s,

 s
tu

de
nt

s 
ar

e 
te

st
ed

 a
ge

s 
8,

 1
0 

an
d 

12
, n

ot
 a

t y
ea

r l
ev

el
. T

hi
s 

m
ay

 re
su

lt 
in

 p
er

ce
nt

ag
es

 fo
r N

T 
no

t a
dd

in
g 

to
 1

00
.

ex
em

pt
ed

 (a
)

ab
se

nt
 o

r w
ith

dr
aw

n 
(a

)
In

di
ge

no
us

 s
tu

de
nt

s
 (b

)
LB

O
TE

 s
tu

de
nt

s 
(b

)

Ex
em

pt
io

ns
, a

bs
en

ce
s 

an
d 

pa
rt

ic
ip

at
io

n 
by

 e
qu

ity
 g

ro
up

 in
 n

um
er

ac
y 

te
st

in
g,

 2
00

3 
(p

er
 c

en
t)

S
tu

de
nt

s
S

tu
de

nt
s

A
ss

es
se

d 
st

ud
en

ts

IN
D

IG
E

N
O

U
S

C
O

M
P

E
N

D
IU

M
 2

00
8

SC
H

O
O

L 
E

D
U

C
A

TI
O

N



Table 4A.30

Table 4A.30

1 Average age  (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling  (e) All students students students students  (f) students  (f)

NSW 92.2 ± 1.8 90.6 ± 2.1 93.9 ± 1.4 80.4 ± 4.4 91.7 ± 1.7
1. 8 years, 9 months
2. 3 years, 7 months

Victoria 90.5 ± 1.9 88.2 ± 2.3 92.8 ± 1.6 76.6 ± 5.2 86.7 ± 2.5
1. 9 years, 0 months
2. 3 years, 7 months

Queensland 97.0 ± 0.5 96.3 ± 0.6 97.7 ± 0.4 94.6 ± 1.3 94.2 ± 0.5
1. 8 years, 4 months
2. 2 years, 8 months

WA 95.6 ± 1.4 94.8 ± 1.7 96.4 ± 1.3 84.1 ± 5.0 95.0 ± 1.8
1. 8 years, 2 months
2. 2 years, 7 months

SA 90.9 ± 1.7 88.9 ± 2.0 92.9 ± 1.5 73.3 ± 6.4 89.4 ± 2.1
1. 8 years, 6 months
2. 3 years, 3 months

Tasmania 96.5 ± 0.7 95.8 ± 0.9 97.1 ± 0.7 93.7 ± 3.0 91.5 ± 2.5
1. 9 years, 1 month
2. 3 years, 7 months

ACT 95.2 ± 0.9 94.0 ± 1.4 96.4 ± 0.8 94.6 ± 5.3 88.1 ± 1.8
1. 8 years, 10 months
2. 3 years, 6 months

NT 76.0 ± 3.0 73.7 ± 3.7 78.4 ± 3.2 44.7 ± 4.9 46.9 ± 4.9
1. 8 years, 8 months
2. 3 years, 3 months

Australia 93.0 ± 1.5 91.5 ± 1.8 94.6 ± 1.2 82.9 ± 3.6 90.0 ± 1.8

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)
(e)

(f)

Source :

The typical average age of students at the time of testing, expressed in years and months. 
The typical average time students had spent in schooling at the time of testing, expressed in years and
months.

MCEETYA 2006a, National Report on Schooling in Australia 2004: Preliminary Paper National
Benchmark Results Reading, Writing and Numeracy Years 3, 5 and 7 ; 2008 Report, table 4A.59.

Proportion of year 3 students who achieved the reading
benchmark, 2004 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)

The achievement percentages reported in this table include 95 per cent confidence intervals (for
example, 80.0 per cent ± 2.7 per cent). 

Students who were absent or withdrawn from testing are not classified as assessed students and are not
included in the benchmark calculations. The proportion of absent and withdrawn students varies across
jurisdictions, as shown in table 4A.33. Readers are urged to be cautious when comparing results.

Some movements in the results over time might have occurred because of State/Territory equating
processes, and may not reflect actual improvements in student performance.

The methods used to identify Indigenous students and students with a LBOTE varied across
jurisdictions.
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Table 4A.31

Table 4A.31

1 Average age  (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling  (e) All students students students students  (f) students  (f)

NSW 90.9 ± 1.0 88.6 ± 1.2 93.3 ± 0.8 75.7 ± 2.8 89.3 ± 1.2
1. 10yrs 9mths
2. 5yrs 7mths

Victoria 87.6 ± 2.1 85.3 ± 2.4 89.9 ± 1.8 71.4 ± 5.6 83.1 ± 2.7
1. 10yrs 11mths
2. 5yrs 7mths

Queensland 83.4 ± 2.3 81.4 ± 2.5 85.6 ± 2.1 65.0 ± 4.2 80.1 ± 2.8
1. 10yrs 4mths
2. 4yrs 8mths

WA 93.7 ± 1.0 92.4 ± 1.2 95.0 ± 0.9 74.2 ± 3.9 91.7 ± 1.8
1. 10yrs 2mths
2. 4yrs 8mths

SA 90.0 ± 1.2 87.8 ± 1.5 92.2 ± 1.1 60.3 ± 5.2 86.6 ± 2.0
1. 10yrs 6mths
2. 5yrs 3mths

Tasmania 94.0 ± 1.0 92.9 ± 1.3 95.2 ± 0.9 88.1 ± 3.9 88.3 ± 3.7
1. 11yrs 1mths
2. 5yrs 7mths

ACT 96.5 ± 0.6 95.6 ± 0.9 97.3 ± 0.7 86.7 ± 7.0 92.0 ± 2.5
1. 10yrs 10mths
2. 5yrs 6mths

NT 77.2 ± 2.5 74.1 ± 3.3 80.5 ± 2.9 47.1 ± 4.5 44.8 ± 4.6
1. 10yrs 8mths
2. 5yrs 3mths

Australia 88.7 ± 1.6 86.6 ± 1.8 90.9 ± 1.4 69.4 ± 3.8 86.2 ± 1.9

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)
(e)

(f)

Source : MCEETYA 2006a, National Report on Schooling in Australia 2004: Preliminary Paper National
Benchmark Results Reading, Writing and Numeracy Years 3, 5 and 7 ; 2008 Report, table 4A.60.

Proportion of year 5 students who achieved the reading
benchmark, 2004 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)

The achievement percentages reported in this table include 95 per cent confidence intervals (for
example, 80.0 per cent ± 2.7 per cent). 

Students who were absent or withdrawn from testing are not classified as assessed students and are
not included in the benchmark calculations. The proportion of absent and withdrawn students varies
across jurisdictions, as shown in table 4A.33. Readers are urged to be cautious when comparing results.

Some movements in the results over time might have occurred because of State/Territory equating
processes, and may not reflect actual improvements in student performance.

The typical average age of students at the time of testing, expressed in years and months. 
The typical average time students had spent in schooling at the time of testing, expressed in years and
months.

The methods used to identify Indigenous students and students with a LBOTE varied across
jurisdictions.

SCHOOL 
EDUCATION

INDIGENOUS
COMPENDIUM 2008



Table 4A.32

Table 4A.32

1 Average age  (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling  (e) All students students students students  (f) students  (f)

NSW 88.1 ± 0.8 85.7 ± 0.9 90.6 ± 0.7 68.5 ± 2.1 86.2 ± 1.0
1. 12yrs 4mths
2. 7yrs 2mths

Victoria 93.1 ± 0.5 91.5 ± 0.6 94.8 ± 0.5 77.0 ± 4.1 89.8 ± 0.9
1. 13yrs 0mths
2. 7yrs 7mths

Queensland 94.5 ± 0.7 93.1 ± 0.8 95.9 ± 0.6 85.5 ± 2.1 92.0 ± 1.3
1. 12yrs 4mths
2. 6yrs 8mths

WA 88.9 ± 1.1 86.6 ± 1.4 91.4 ± 1.1 57.6 ± 3.9 84.1 ± 2.0
1. 12yrs 2mths
2. 6yrs 7mths

SA 92.5 ± 0.6 91.0 ± 0.8 94.0 ± 0.6 69.2 ± 4.2 89.1 ± 1.4
1. 12yrs 6mths
2. 7yrs 3mths

Tasmania 88.9 ± 1.0 85.7 ± 1.5 92.2 ± 1.1 75.7 ± 5.7 80.1 ± 5.3
1. 13yrs 1mths
2. 7yrs 7mths

ACT 95.0 ± 0.7 93.4 ± 1.1 96.7 ± 0.9 81.6 ± 7.8 85.0 ± 4.9
1. 12yrs 10mths
2. 7yrs 6mths

NT 73.9 ± 1.9 72.1 ± 2.7 75.7 ± 2.7 38.8 ± 4.3 39.7 ± 4.0
1. 12yrs 8mths
2. 7yrs 3mths

Australia 91.0 ± 0.7 89.1 ± 0.9 93.0 ± 0.7 71.0 ± 2.8 86.9 ± 1.2

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)
(e)

(f)

Source :

The typical average time students had spent in schooling at the time of testing, expressed in years and
months.

The methods used to identify Indigenous students and students with a LBOTE varied across
jurisdictions.

MCEETYA 2006a, National Report on Schooling in Australia 2004: Preliminary Paper National
Benchmark Results Reading, Writing and Numeracy Years 3, 5 and 7 ; 2008 Report, table 4A.61.

The typical average age of students at the time of testing, expressed in years and months. 

Proportion of year 7 students who achieved the reading
benchmark, 2004 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)

The achievement percentages reported in this table include 95 per cent confidence intervals (for
example, 80.0 per cent ± 2.7 per cent). 

Students who were absent or withdrawn from testing are not classified as assessed students and are
not included in the benchmark calculations. The proportion of absent and withdrawn students varies
across jurisdictions, as shown in table 4A.33. Readers are urged to be cautious when comparing results.

Some movements in the results over time might have occurred because of State/Territory equating
processes, and may not reflect actual improvements in student performance.
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Table 4A.34

Table 4A.34

1 Average age  (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling  (e) All students students students students  (f) students  (f)

NSW 95.8 ± 0.8 94.5 ± 1.1 97.1 ± 0.6 86.9 ± 2.7 94.8 ± 0.9
1. 8 years, 9 months
2. 3 years, 7 months

Victoria 97.1 ± 0.1 96.3 ± 0.2 98.1 ± 0.1 93.5 ± 1.2 94.5 ± 0.1
1. 9 years, 0 months
2. 3 years, 7 months

Queensland 88.4 ± 3.2 85.1 ± 3.9 92.0 ± 2.5 75.0 ± 5.7 87.0 ± 3.2
1. 8 years, 4 months
2. 2 years, 8 months

WA 85.5 ± 2.9 81.9 ± 3.4 89.3 ± 2.5 56.9 ± 5.4 84.5 ± 3.2
1. 8 years, 2 months
2. 2 years, 7 months

SA 90.0 ± 2.3 87.1 ± 2.7 93.0 ± 1.9 62.1 ± 6.0 86.4 ± 2.5
1. 8 years, 6 months
2. 3 years, 3 months

Tasmania 91.4 ± 1.5 88.3 ± 2.0 94.7 ± 1.4 86.2 ± 3.9 89.5 ± 3.1
1. 9 years, 1 month
2. 3 years, 7 months

ACT 95.5 ± 0.9 94.6 ± 1.3 96.5 ± 0.9 95.9 ± 4.6 88.4 ± 2.2
1. 8 years, 10 months
2. 3 years, 6 months

NT 83.8 ± 2.5 81.7 ± 3.7 86.1 ± 2.6 56.7 ± 5.3 58.5 ± 5.2
1. 8 years, 8 months
2. 3 years, 3 months

Australia 92.9 ± 1.5 90.9 ± 1.8 95.0 ± 1.2 76.8 ± 4.3 92.5 ± 1.2

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)
(e)

(f)

Source :

Proportion of year 3 students who achieved the writing benchmark,
2004 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)

Some movements in the results over time might have occurred because of State/Territory equating
processes, and may not reflect actual improvements in student performance.

The typical average age of students at the time of testing, expressed in years and months. 

The achievement percentages reported in this table include 95 per cent confidence intervals (for
example, 80.0 per cent ± 2.7 per cent). 

Students who were absent or withdrawn from testing are not classified as assessed students and are
not included in the benchmark calculations. The proportion of absent and withdrawn students varies
across jurisdictions, as shown in table 4A.37. Readers are urged to be cautious when comparing results.

The typical average time students had spent in schooling at the time of testing, expressed in years and
months.

The methods used to identify Indigenous students and students with a LBOTE varied across
jurisdictions.

MCEETYA 2006a, National Report on Schooling in Australia 2004: Preliminary Paper National
Benchmark Results Reading, Writing and Numeracy Years 3, 5 and 7 ; 2008 Report, table 4A.65.
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Table 4A.35

Table 4A.35

Average age  (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling  (e) All students students students students  (f) students  (f)

NSW 95.9 ± 1.4 94.6 ± 1.9 97.3 ± 1.0 87.4 ± 4.2 94.9 ± 1.4
1. 10yrs 9mths
2. 5yrs 7mths

Victoria 93.4 ± 0.7 91.1 ± 0.9 95.9 ± 0.5 82.2 ± 4.2 92.3 ± 0.7
1. 10yrs 11mths
2. 5yrs 7mths

Queensland 97.1 ± 0.4 96.2 ± 0.5 98.1 ± 0.2 92.6 ± 1.4 94.3 ± 0.4
1. 10yrs 4mths
2. 4yrs 8mths

WA 87.4 ± 1.9 83.5 ± 2.4 91.4 ± 1.5 59.2 ± 4.6 86.0 ± 2.3
1. 10yrs 2mths
2. 4yrs 8mths

SA 92.7 ± 1.4 90.3 ± 1.8 95.3 ± 1.1 69.7 ± 5.8 90.1 ± 1.7
1. 10yrs 6mths
2. 5yrs 3mths

Tasmania 91.6 ± 1.6 88.6 ± 2.2 94.9 ± 1.4 83.0 ± 4.7 86.6 ± 4.4
1. 11yrs 1mths
2. 5yrs 7mths

ACT 92.8 ± 2.4 90.8 ± 3.3 94.7 ± 1.9 78.7 ± 9.4 88.1 ± 3.5
1. 10yrs 10mths
2. 5yrs 6mths

NT 81.1 ± 1.9 77.8 ± 2.8 84.4 ± 2.2 49.5 ± 4.2 47.1 ± 4.3
1. 10yrs 8mths
2. 5yrs 3mths

Australia 94.2 ± 1.1 92.3 ± 1.4 96.2 ± 0.8 81.7 ± 3.5 92.6 ± 1.3

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)
(e)

(f)

Source :

Proportion of year 5 students who achieved the writing
benchmark, 2004 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)

The achievement percentages reported in this table include 95 per cent confidence intervals (for
example, 80.0 per cent ± 2.7 per cent). 

Students who were absent or withdrawn from testing are not classified as assessed students and are
not included in the benchmark calculations. The proportion of absent and withdrawn students varies
across jurisdictions, as shown in table 4A.37. Readers are urged to be cautious when comparing
results.

Some movements in the results over time might have occurred because of State/Territory equating
processes, and may not reflect actual improvements in student performance.

The typical average age of students at the time of testing, expressed in years and months. 
The typical average time students had spent in schooling at the time of testing, expressed in years and
months.

The methods used to identify Indigenous students and students with a LBOTE varied across
jurisdictions.

MCEETYA 2006a, National Report on Schooling in Australia 2004: Preliminary Paper National
Benchmark Results Reading, Writing and Numeracy Years 3, 5 and 7 ; 2008 Report, table 4A.66.
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Table 4A.36

Table 4A.36

1 Average age  (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling  (e) All students students students students  (f) students  (f)

NSW 93.7 ± 2.0 91.8 ± 2.5 95.8 ± 1.5 81.8 ± 4.9 93.2 ± 2.3
1. 12yrs 4mths
2. 7yrs 2mths

Victoria 96.0 ± 0.7 94.2 ± 1.1 97.9 ± 0.4 87.1 ± 3.4 95.7 ± 0.8
1. 13yrs 0mths
2. 7yrs 7mths

Queensland 97.3 ± 0.4 96.4 ± 0.6 98.3 ± 0.2 92.3 ± 1.7 95.4 ± 0.5
1. 12yrs 4mths
2. 6yrs 8mths

WA 86.6 ± 1.4 81.8 ± 1.9 91.7 ± 1.2 58.2 ± 3.9 84.2 ± 2.2
1. 12yrs 2mths
2. 6yrs 7mths

SA 88.0 ± 2.1 84.1 ± 2.7 92.1 ± 1.7 59.4 ± 6.3 85.7 ± 2.4
1. 12yrs 6mths
2. 7yrs 3mths

Tasmania 86.5 ± 1.9 80.2 ± 2.6 92.7 ± 1.5 75.2 ± 6.2 82.6 ± 6.5
1. 13yrs 1mths
2. 7yrs 7mths

ACT 93.1 ± 2.1 90.4 ± 3.0 96.0 ± 1.4 79.7 ± 9.4 81.2 ± 5.2
1. 12yrs 10mths
2. 7yrs 6mths

NT 79.4 ± 1.9 76.3 ± 2.6 82.7 ± 2.5 42.4 ± 4.2 43.0 ± 4.4
1. 12yrs 8mths
2. 7yrs 3mths

Australia 93.6 ± 1.3 91.3 ± 1.7 95.9 ± 0.9 78.8 ± 3.8 92.3 ± 1.8

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)
(e)

(f)
Source :

The typical average age of students at the time of testing, expressed in years and months. 
The typical average time students had spent in schooling at the time of testing, expressed in years and
months.

The methods used to identify Indigenous students and students with a LBOTE varied across jurisdictions.
MCEETYA 2006a, National Report on Schooling in Australia 2004: Preliminary Paper National
Benchmark Results Reading, Writing and Numeracy Years 3, 5 and 7 ; 2008 Report, table 4A.67.

Proportion of year 7 students who achieved the writing benchmark, 
2004 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)

The achievement percentages reported in this table include 95 per cent confidence intervals (for
example, 80.0 per cent ± 2.7 per cent). 

Students who were absent or withdrawn from testing are not classified as assessed students and are not
included in the benchmark calculations. The proportion of absent and withdrawn students varies across
jurisdictions, as shown in table 4A.37. Readers are urged to be cautious when comparing results.

Some movements in the results over time might have occurred because of State/Territory equating
processes, and may not reflect actual improvements in student performance.
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Table 4A.38

Table 4A.38

1 Average age  (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling  (e) All students students students students  (f) students  (f)

NSW 95.8 ± 0.8 95.4 ± 0.8 96.2 ± 0.7 89.5 ± 2.4 94.7 ± 0.8
1. 8 years, 9 months
2. 3 years, 7 months

Victoria 96.0 ± 0.5 95.4 ± 0.4 96.6 ± 0.6 88.2 ± 2.5 92.8 ± 0.7
1. 9 years, 0 months
2. 3 years, 7 months

Queensland 90.5 ± 1.9 90.6 ± 1.7 90.5 ± 2.1 74.3 ± 4.2 87.2 ± 2.3
1. 8 years, 4 months
2. 2 years, 8 months

WA 89.9 ± 2.6 89.5 ± 2.6 90.3 ± 2.8 68.1 ± 6.8 88.7 ± 2.9
1. 8 years, 2 months
2. 2 years, 7 months

SA 91.5 ± 1.8 90.6 ± 1.8 92.4 ± 1.9 68.0 ± 6.4 87.5 ± 2.4
1. 8 years, 8 months
2. 3 years, 6 months

Tasmania 93.7 ± 1.4 93.0 ± 1.7 94.5 ± 1.4 89.1 ± 4.4 87.4 ± 4.8
1. 9 years, 1 month
2. 3 years, 7 months

ACT 95.3 ± 1.2 94.9 ± 1.6 95.8 ± 1.3 91.8 ± 7.7 88.3 ± 2.2
1. 8 years, 10 months
2. 3 years, 6 months

NT 88.0 ± 2.5 88.0 ± 2.8 88.0 ± 2.8 69.0 ± 5.7 69.4 ± 5.7
1. 8 years, 8 months
2. 3 years, 3 months

Australia 93.7 ± 1.2 93.3 ± 1.2 94.1 ± 1.3 79.2 ± 4.1 92.3 ± 1.2

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)
(e)

(f)

Source :

Proportion of year 3 students who achieved the numeracy
benchmark, 2004 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)

The achievement percentages reported in this table include 95 per cent confidence intervals (for
example, 80.0 per cent ± 2.7 per cent). 

Students who were absent or withdrawn from testing are not classified as assessed students and are
not included in the benchmark calculations. The proportion of absent and withdrawn students varies
across jurisdictions, as shown in table 4A.41. Readers are urged to be cautious when comparing
results.

Some movements in the results over time might have occurred because of State/Territory equating
processes, and may not reflect actual improvements in student performance.

The typical average age of students at the time of testing, expressed in years and months. 
The typical average time students had spent in schooling at the time of testing, expressed in years and
months.

The methods used to identify Indigenous students and students with a LBOTE varied across
jurisdictions.

MCEETYA 2006a, National Report on Schooling in Australia 2004: Preliminary Paper National
Benchmark Results Reading, Writing and Numeracy Years 3, 5 and 7 ; 2008 Report, table 4A.71.
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Table 4A.39

Table 4A.39

1 Average age  (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling  (e) All students students students students  (f) students  (f)

NSW 92.2 ± 1.2 91.9 ± 1.1 92.5 ± 1.3 77.0 ± 3.6 91.0 ± 1.2
1. 10yrs 9mths
2. 5yrs 7mths

Victoria 94.7 ± 0.7 94.3 ± 0.7 95.2 ± 0.8 85.8 ± 3.4 92.4 ± 0.9
1. 10yrs 11mths
2. 5yrs 7mths

Queensland 89.3 ± 1.6 89.3 ± 1.5 89.2 ± 1.7 71.7 ± 3.6 86.2 ± 1.9
1. 10yrs 4mths
2. 4yrs 8mths

WA 87.1 ± 1.6 86.9 ± 1.7 87.3 ± 1.6 56.6 ± 4.2 82.8 ± 2.2
1. 10yrs 2mths
2. 4yrs 8mths

SA 90.0 ± 1.3 89.6 ± 1.3 90.5 ± 1.4 62.4 ± 5.4 87.6 ± 2.1
1. 10yrs 6mths
2. 5yrs 3mths

Tasmania 89.2 ± 1.5 89.2 ± 1.7 89.2 ± 1.8 81.9 ± 5.0 82.0 ± 5.1
1. 11yrs 1mths
2. 5yrs 7mths

ACT 92.1 ± 1.2 91.6 ± 1.5 92.6 ± 1.5 72.0 ± 10.6 85.3 ± 3.0
1. 10yrs 10mths
2. 5yrs 6mths

NT 71.5 ± 2.5 70.5 ± 3.0 72.6 ± 3.1 38.8 ± 3.8 36.5 ± 4.0
1. 10yrs 8mths
2. 5yrs 3mths

Australia 91.2 ± 1.2 91.0 ± 1.2 91.5 ± 1.3 69.4 ± 3.9 89.3 ± 1.4

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)
(e)

(f)

Source :

The methods used to identify Indigenous students and students with a LBOTE varied across
jurisdictions.

MCEETYA 2006a, National Report on Schooling in Australia 2004: Preliminary Paper National
Benchmark Results Reading, Writing and Numeracy Years 3, 5 and 7 ; 2008 Report, table 4A.72.

The typical average time students had spent in schooling at the time of testing, expressed in years and
months.

Proportion of year 5 students who achieved the numeracy
benchmark, 2004 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)

Students who were absent or withdrawn from testing are not classified as assessed students and are
not included in the benchmark calculations. The proportion of absent and withdrawn students varies
across jurisdictions, as shown in table 4A.41. Readers are urged to be cautious when comparing
results.

Some movements in the results over time might have occurred because of State/Territory equating
processes, and may not reflect actual improvements in student performance.

The typical average age of students at the time of testing, expressed in years and months. 

The achievement percentages reported in this table include 95 per cent confidence intervals (for
example, 80.0 per cent ± 2.7 per cent). 
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Table 4A.40

Table 4A.40

1 Average age  (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling  (e) All students students students students  (f) students  (f)

NSW (g) 76.1 ± 0.9 75.5 ± 1.0 76.8 ± 1.0 46.6 ± 2.1 75.8 ± 1.1
1. 12yrs 6mths
2. 7yrs 4mths

Victoria 85.8 ± 0.7 86.1 ± 0.7 85.5 ± 0.8 62.9 ± 4.5 82.0 ± 1.1
1. 13yrs 0mths
2. 7yrs 7mths

Queensland 84.6 ± 0.6 84.9 ± 0.6 84.3 ± 0.7 60.6 ± 2.1 82.3 ± 1.3
1. 12yrs 4mths
2. 6yrs 8mths

WA 84.6 ± 0.8 83.7 ± 1.0 85.6 ± 0.8 47.8 ± 2.8 79.4 ± 1.7
1. 12yrs 2mths
2. 6yrs 7mths

SA 87.3 ± 1.0 87.6 ± 1.2 87.1 ± 1.1 59.1 ± 5.6 84.6 ± 1.9
1. 12yrs 6mths
2. 7yrs 3mths

Tasmania 80.9 ± 1.3 79.1 ± 1.7 82.6 ± 1.6 67.9 ± 5.0 70.6 ± 6.1
1. 13yrs 1mths
2. 7yrs 7mths

ACT 87.7 ± 1.1 87.0 ± 1.6 88.5 ± 1.5 65.0 ± 10.8 76.3 ± 5.7
1. 12yrs 10mths
2. 7yrs 6mths

NT 66.1 ± 2.1 66.6 ± 3.0 65.5 ± 2.7 26.8 ± 3.7 30.9 ± 4.0
1. 12yrs 8mths
2. 7yrs 3mths

Australia 82.1 ± 0.8 81.9 ± 0.9 82.3 ± 0.9 51.9 ± 2.8 77.9 ± 1.3

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)
(e)

(f)

Proportion of year 7 students who achieved the numeracy
benchmark, 2004 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)

The achievement percentages reported in this table include 95 per cent confidence intervals (for
example, 80.0 per cent ± 2.7 per cent). 

Students who were absent or withdrawn from testing are not classified as assessed students and are
not included in the benchmark calculations. The proportion of absent and withdrawn students varies
across jurisdictions, as shown in table 4A.41. Readers are urged to be cautious when comparing
results.

The typical average age of students at the time of testing, expressed in years and months. 
The typical average time students had spent in schooling at the time of testing, expressed in years and
months.

The methods used to identify Indigenous students and students with a LBOTE varied across
jurisdictions.

Some movements in the results over time might have occurred because of State/Territory equating
processes, and may not reflect actual improvements in student performance.
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Table 4A.40

Table 4A.40

1 Average age  (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling  (e) All students students students students  (f) students  (f)

Proportion of year 7 students who achieved the numeracy
benchmark, 2004 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)

(g)

Source :

(i) a lower proportion of year 7 students are meeting the minimum numeracy benchmark than are
meeting the reading and writing benchmarks

NSW considers that the year 7 results for NSW are anomalous. The national numeracy benchmark
results show that:

The national benchmark results show that NSW students in years 3 and 5 are consistently performing
at or above the national average for reading writing and numeracy. The NSW results for year 7 reading
and writing are also fairly consistent with the national average.

MCEETYA 2006a, National Report on Schooling in Australia 2004: Preliminary Paper National
Benchmark Results Reading, Writing and Numeracy Years 3, 5 and 7 ; 2008 Report, table 4A.73.

(ii) a lower proprtion of students are meeting the numeracy benchmark in year 7 than in year 3 and year
5.
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Table 4A.42

Table 4A.42

1 Average age  (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling  (e) All students students students students  (f) students  (f)

NSW 93.3 ± 1.6 92.0 ± 1.8 94.7 ± 1.3 81.8 ± 3.9 92.7 ± 1.5
1. 8 years, 9 months
2. 3 years, 7 months

Victoria 91.7 ± 1.9 90.0 ± 2.3 93.7 ± 1.6 83.6 ± 5.1 93.3 ± 2.2
1. 9 years, 0 months
2. 3 years, 7 months

Queensland 93.7 ± 1.2 92.1 ± 1.5 95.5 ± 1.0 83.2 ± 3.9 91.2 ± 1.3
1. 8 years, 4 months
2. 2 years, 8 months

WA 93.6 ± 1.7 92.3 ± 2.0 95.0 ± 1.5 73.8 ± 6.6 91.4 ± 2.4
1. 8 years, 5 months
2. 3 years, 7 months

SA 91.1 ± 1.6 89.2 ± 1.8 93.1 ± 1.4 71.0 ± 4.8 93.8 ± 2.1
1. 8 years, 6 months
2. 3 years, 3 months

Tasmania 94.9 ± 1.5 93.5 ± 1.9 96.3 ± 1.3 87.4 ± 5.0 93.5 ± 2.8
1. 9 years, 1 month
2. 3 years, 7 months

ACT 96.3 ± 0.8 95.2 ± 1.1 97.4 ± 0.7 95.3 ± 4.5 93.6 ± 1.3
1. 8 years, 10 months
2. 3 years, 6 months

NT 70.4 ± 2.7 67.3 ± 3.5 73.6 ± 3.1 40.1 ± 4.4 41.5 ± 4.4
1. 8 years, 8 months
2. 3 years, 3 months

Australia 92.7 ± 1.6 91.2 ± 1.9 94.4 ± 1.3 78.0 ± 4.3 92.0 ± 1.8

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)
(e)

(f)

Source :

The typical average age of students at the time of testing, expressed in years and months. 
The typical average time students had spent in schooling at the time of testing, expressed in years and
months.

MCEETYA 2007a, National Report on Schooling in Australia 2005: Preliminary Paper National
Benchmark Results Reading, Writing and Numeracy Years 3, 5 and 7 ; 2008 Report, table 4A.77.

Proportion of year 3 students who achieved the reading
benchmark, 2005 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)

The achievement percentages reported in this table include 95 per cent confidence intervals (for
example, 80.0 per cent ± 2.7 per cent). 

Students who were absent or withdrawn from testing are not classified as assessed students and are not
included in the benchmark calculations. The proportion of absent and withdrawn students varies across
jurisdictions, as shown in table 4A.45. Readers are urged to be cautious when comparing results.

Some movements in the results over time might have occurred because of State/Territory equating
processes, and may not reflect actual improvements in student performance.

The methods used to identify Indigenous students and students with a LBOTE varied across
jurisdictions.
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Table 4A.43

Table 4A.43

1 Average age  (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling  (e) All students students students students  (f) students  (f)

NSW 89.7 ± 1.6 87.9 ± 1.8 91.5 ± 1.5 72.3 ± 3.5 87.2 ± 1.9
1. 10yrs 9mths
2. 5yrs 7mths

Victoria 88.7 ± 1.8 86.4 ± 2.0 91.2 ± 1.6 73.7 ± 5.5 89.3 ± 2.1
1. 10yrs 11mths
2. 5yrs 7mths

Queensland 79.7 ± 2.4 75.7 ± 2.6 83.9 ± 2.1 52.2 ± 4.2 74.8 ± 2.9
1. 10yrs 4mths
2. 4yrs 8mths

WA 91.6 ± 1.5 89.6 ± 1.8 93.7 ± 1.3 64.7 ± 4.8 89.3 ± 2.0
1. 10yrs 2mths
2. 4yrs 8mths

SA 89.0 ± 1.2 86.7 ± 1.5 91.4 ± 1.1 63.9 ± 4.7 87.1 ± 2.0
1. 10yrs 6mths
2. 5yrs 3mths

Tasmania 92.8 ± 1.1 90.9 ± 1.5 94.9 ± 1.0 87.3 ± 3.7 87.3 ± 3.1
1. 11yrs 1mths
2. 5yrs 7mths

ACT 94.9 ± 0.8 93.8 ± 1.2 96.2 ± 0.9 85.2 ± 6.5 92.9 ± 1.6
1. 10yrs 10mths
2. 5yrs 6mths

NT 73.1 ± 2.0 71.2 ± 2.6 75.2 ± 2.5 40.7 ± 3.7 40.0 ± 3.8
1. 10yrs 8mths
2. 5yrs 3mths

Australia 87.5 ± 1.8 85.1 ± 2.0 90.1 ± 1.6 62.8 ± 4.1 86.2 ± 2.1

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)
(e)

(f)

Source : MCEETYA 2007a, National Report on Schooling in Australia 2005: Preliminary Paper National
Benchmark Results Reading, Writing and Numeracy Years 3, 5 and 7 ; 2008 Report, table 4A.78.

Proportion of year 5 students who achieved the reading
benchmark, 2005 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)

The achievement percentages reported in this table include 95 per cent confidence intervals (for
example, 80.0 per cent ± 2.7 per cent). 

Students who were absent or withdrawn from testing are not classified as assessed students and are
not included in the benchmark calculations. The proportion of absent and withdrawn students varies
across jurisdictions, as shown in table 4A.45. Readers are urged to be cautious when comparing results.

Some movements in the results over time might have occurred because of State/Territory equating
processes, and may not reflect actual improvements in student performance.

The typical average age of students at the time of testing, expressed in years and months. 
The typical average time students had spent in schooling at the time of testing, expressed in years and
months.

The methods used to identify Indigenous students and students with a LBOTE varied across
jurisdictions.
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Table 4A.44

Table 4A.44

1 Average age  (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling  (e) All students students students students  (f) students  (f)

NSW 88.1 ± 0.8 85.4 ± 0.9 91.0 ± 0.8 69.4 ± 2.2 86.8 ± 1.1
1. 12yrs 4mths
2. 7yrs 2mths

Victoria 95.1 ± 0.5 93.8 ± 0.6 96.5 ± 0.4 85.0 ± 3.3 94.3 ± 0.8
1. 13yrs 0mths
2. 7yrs 7mths

Queensland 88.1 ± 1.1 85.6 ± 1.3 90.9 ± 0.9 64.9 ± 2.9 83.2 ± 1.7
1. 12yrs 4mths
2. 6yrs 8mths

WA 85.6 ± 0.8 83.3 ± 1.0 88.0 ± 0.9 46.8 ± 3.0 81.4 ± 1.9
1. 12yrs 2mths
2. 6yrs 7mths

SA 93.8 ± 0.6 92.4 ± 0.8 95.2 ± 0.7 69.4 ± 4.7 90.5 ± 1.5
1. 12yrs 6mths
2. 7yrs 3mths

Tasmania 88.3 ± 0.9 85.4 ± 1.3 91.2 ± 1.2 78.0 ± 4.2 80.0 ± 4.6
1. 13yrs 1mths
2. 7yrs 7mths

ACT 93.5 ± 0.8 92.4 ± 1.3 94.7 ± 0.9 76.9 ± 10.6 89.0 ± 2.4
1. 12yrs 10mths
2. 7yrs 6mths

NT 71.6 ± 1.9 66.7 ± 2.8 76.5 ± 2.6 36.8 ± 3.4 36.0 ± 3.5
1. 12yrs 8mths
2. 7yrs 3mths

Australia 89.8 ± 0.8 87.6 ± 1.0 92.2 ± 0.8 63.8 ± 2.9 87.9 ± 1.2

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)
(e)

(f)

Source :

Proportion of year 7 students who achieved the reading
benchmark, 2005 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)

The achievement percentages reported in this table include 95 per cent confidence intervals (for
example, 80.0 per cent ± 2.7 per cent). 

Students who were absent or withdrawn from testing are not classified as assessed students and are
not included in the benchmark calculations. The proportion of absent and withdrawn students varies
across jurisdictions, as shown in table 4A.45. Readers are urged to be cautious when comparing results.

Some movements in the results over time might have occurred because of State/Territory equating
processes, and may not reflect actual improvements in student performance.

The typical average time students had spent in schooling at the time of testing, expressed in years and
months.

The methods used to identify Indigenous students and students with a LBOTE varied across
jurisdictions.

MCEETYA 2007a, National Report on Schooling in Australia 2005: Preliminary Paper National
Benchmark Results Reading, Writing and Numeracy Years 3, 5 and 7 ; 2008 Report, table 4A.79.

The typical average age of students at the time of testing, expressed in years and months. 
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Table 4A.46

Table 4A.46

1 Average age  (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling  (e) All students students students students  (f) students  (f)

NSW 93.6 ± 1.9 91.7 ± 2.3 95.6 ± 1.4 80.6 ± 4.9 92.5 ± 1.9
1. 8 years, 9 months
2. 3 years, 7 months

Victoria (g) 97.5 ± 0.1 97.1 ± 0.1 98.2 ± 0.0 98.6 ± 0.4 99.5 ± 0.1
1. 9 years, 0 months
2. 3 years, 7 months

Queensland 89.3 ± 2.6 85.7 ± 3.3 93.1 ± 2.0 74.6 ± 5.0 88.4 ± 2.3
1. 8 years, 4 months
2. 2 years, 8 months

WA 86.8 ± 1.6 82.9 ± 2.0 91.1 ± 1.3 56.1 ± 4.4 84.6 ± 2.5
1. 8 years, 5 months
2. 3 years, 7 months

SA 91.8 ± 2.7 89.5 ± 3.2 94.3 ± 2.3 71.7 ± 6.8 94.9 ± 3.1
1. 8 years, 6 months
2. 3 years, 3 months

Tasmania 91.9 ± 1.4 88.8 ± 1.9 95.2 ± 1.1 85.5 ± 5.1 91.9 ± 2.7
1. 9 years, 1 month
2. 3 years, 7 months

ACT 94.0 ± 1.4 91.8 ± 2.0 96.3 ± 1.0 87.6 ± 11.3 92.0 ± 1.9
1. 8 years, 10 months
2. 3 years, 6 months

NT 73.5 ± 2.6 70.2 ± 3.4 77.0 ± 3.0 40.3 ± 4.3 40.4 ± 4.2
1. 8 years, 8 months
2. 3 years, 3 months

Australia 92.8 ± 1.6 90.7 ± 2.0 95.1 ± 1.3 74.0 ± 4.7 93.4 ± 1.5

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)
(e)

(f)

(g)

Proportion of year 3 students who achieved the writing benchmark,
2005 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)

Some movements in the results over time might have occurred because of State/Territory equating
processes, and may not reflect actual improvements in student performance.

The typical average age of students at the time of testing, expressed in years and months. 

The achievement percentages reported in this table include 95 per cent confidence intervals (for
example, 80.0 per cent ± 2.7 per cent). 

Students who were absent or withdrawn from testing are not classified as assessed students and are
not included in the benchmark calculations. The proportion of absent and withdrawn students varies
across jurisdictions, as shown in table 4A.49. Readers are urged to be cautious when comparing results.

The typical average time students had spent in schooling at the time of testing, expressed in years and
months.

The methods used to identify Indigenous students and students with a LBOTE varied across
jurisdictions.

Victoria has advised that the increase in 2005 (and in 2004) in the percentage of students reaching the
Writing benchmark in Victoria was due to changes in the marking instructions. See MCEEYTA (2007a)
p.6 for further information.
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Table 4A.46

Table 4A.46

1 Average age  (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling  (e) All students students students students  (f) students  (f)

Proportion of year 3 students who achieved the writing benchmark,
2005 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)

Source : MCEETYA 2007a, National Report on Schooling in Australia 2005: Preliminary Paper National
Benchmark Results Reading, Writing and Numeracy Years 3, 5 and 7 ; 2008 Report, table 4A.83.
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Table 4A.47

Table 4A.47

1 Average age  (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling  (e) All students students students students  (f) students  (f)

NSW 94.3 ± 1.9 92.6 ± 2.4 96.0 ± 1.4 81.5 ± 5.5 93.0 ± 1.9
1. 10yrs 9mths
2. 5yrs 7mths

Victoria (g) 97.4 ± 0.1 96.7 ± 0.1 98.4 ± 0.1 95.8 ± 1.6 99.0 ± 0.1
1. 10yrs 11mths
2. 5yrs 7mths

Queensland 92.0 ± 1.5 89.3 ± 1.9 94.8 ± 1.1 79.0 ± 3.4 88.9 ± 1.5
1. 10yrs 4mths
2. 4yrs 8mths

WA 86.8 ± 1.7 83.1 ± 2.2 90.6 ± 1.3 56.4 ± 4.0 85.7 ± 2.0
1. 10yrs 2mths
2. 4yrs 8mths

SA 92.1 ± 1.4 89.8 ± 1.8 94.6 ± 1.1 73.2 ± 4.8 93.7 ± 1.8
1. 10yrs 6mths
2. 5yrs 3mths

Tasmania 90.1 ± 1.4 86.4 ± 1.9 94.0 ± 1.3 82.0 ± 4.3 87.0 ± 2.9
1. 11yrs 1mth
2. 5yrs 7mths

ACT 92.6 ± 2.3 90.5 ± 2.9 94.9 ± 1.9 80.4 ± 9.9 91.0 ± 3.1
1. 10yrs 10mths
2. 5yrs 6mths

NT 72.4 ± 2.3 69.4 ± 3.2 75.8 ± 2.5 36.1 ± 3.7 35.5 ± 3.8
1. 10yrs 8mths
2. 5yrs 3mths

Australia 93.3 ± 1.3 91.3 ± 1.7 95.4 ± 1.0 74.3 ± 4.3 93.1 ± 1.4

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)
(e)

(f)

(g)

The typical average age of students at the time of testing, expressed in years and months. 
The typical average time students had spent in schooling at the time of testing, expressed in years and
months.

The methods used to identify Indigenous students and students with a LBOTE varied across
jurisdictions.

Victoria has advised that the increase in 2005 (and in 2004) in the percentage of students reaching the
Writing benchmark in Victoria was due to changes in the marking instructions. See MCEEYTA (2007a)
p.15 for further information.

Proportion of year 5 students who achieved the writing
benchmark, 2005 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)

The achievement percentages reported in this table include 95 per cent confidence intervals (for
example, 80.0 per cent ± 2.7 per cent). 

Students who were absent or withdrawn from testing are not classified as assessed students and are
not included in the benchmark calculations. The proportion of absent and withdrawn students varies
across jurisdictions, as shown in table 4A.49. Readers are urged to be cautious when comparing
results.

Some movements in the results over time might have occurred because of State/Territory equating
processes, and may not reflect actual improvements in student performance.
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Table 4A.47

Table 4A.47

1 Average age  (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling  (e) All students students students students  (f) students  (f)

Proportion of year 5 students who achieved the writing
benchmark, 2005 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)

Source : MCEETYA 2007a, National Report on Schooling in Australia 2005: Preliminary Paper National
Benchmark Results Reading, Writing and Numeracy Years 3, 5 and 7 ; 2008 Report, table 4A.84.
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Table 4A.48

Table 4A.48

1 Average age  (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling  (e) All students students students students  (f) students  (f)

NSW 92.1 ± 2.2 89.3 ± 2.9 95.0 ± 1.6 75.3 ± 5.6 92.1 ± 2.4
1. 12yrs 4mths
2. 7yrs 2mths

Victoria (g) 94.7 ± 0.5 92.1 ± 0.8 97.4 ± 0.3 83.9 ± 3.6 95.7 ± 0.6
1. 13yrs 0mths
2. 7yrs 7mths

Queensland 95.0 ± 0.6 93.1 ± 0.9 97.1 ± 0.4 83.8 ± 2.1 92.1 ± 0.9
1. 12yrs 8mths
2. 6yrs 8mths

WA 87.7 ± 1.6 83.7 ± 2.0 91.9 ± 1.2 56.7 ± 4.9 86.3 ± 2.1
1. 12yrs 2mths
2. 6yrs 7mths

SA 87.7 ± 2.9 84.1 ± 3.6 91.5 ± 2.2 60.3 ± 6.3 85.8 ± 3.2
1. 12yrs 6mths
2. 7yrs 3mths

Tasmania 83.6 ± 2.2 77.4 ± 2.9 89.8 ± 1.8 74.6 ± 5.5 76.5 ± 5.2
1. 13yrs 1mth
2. 7yrs 7mths

ACT 92.1 ± 2.7 89.5 ± 3.6 94.9 ± 2.0 78.9 ± 12.7 89.6 ± 4.0
1. 12yrs 10mths
2. 7yrs 6mths

NT 72.6 ± 2.0 67.3 ± 2.9 78.0 ± 2.6 34.6 ± 3.6 32.2 ± 3.9
1. 12yrs 8mths
2. 7yrs 3mths

Australia 92.2 ± 1.5 89.3 ± 2.0 95.2 ± 1.1 72.3 ± 4.3 91.6 ± 1.8

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)
(e)

(f)
(g)

Proportion of year 7 students who achieved the writing benchmark,
2005 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)

The achievement percentages reported in this table include 95 per cent confidence intervals (for
example, 80.0 per cent ± 2.7 per cent). 

Students who were absent or withdrawn from testing are not classified as assessed students and are not
included in the benchmark calculations. The proportion of absent and withdrawn students varies across
jurisdictions, as shown in table 4A.49. Readers are urged to be cautious when comparing results.

Some movements in the results over time might have occurred because of State/Territory equating
processes, and may not reflect actual improvements in student performance.

The typical average age of students at the time of testing, expressed in years and months. 
The typical average time students had spent in schooling at the time of testing, expressed in years and
months.

The methods used to identify Indigenous students and students with a LBOTE varied across jurisdictions.
Victoria has advised that the increase in 2005 (and in 2004) in the percentage of students reaching the
Writing benchmark in Victoria was due to changes in the marking instructions. See MCEEYTA (2007a)
p.24 for further information.
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Table 4A.48

Table 4A.48

1 Average age  (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling  (e) All students students students students  (f) students  (f)

Proportion of year 7 students who achieved the writing benchmark,
2005 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)

Source : MCEETYA 2007a, National Report on Schooling in Australia 2005: Preliminary Paper National
Benchmark Results Reading, Writing and Numeracy Years 3, 5 and 7 ; 2008 Report, table 4A.85.
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Table 4A.50

Table 4A.50

1 Average age  (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling  (e) All students students students students  (f) students  (f)

NSW 95.4 ± 0.9 94.9 ± 1.0 95.9 ± 0.9 87.6 ± 2.6 94.2 ± 1.0
1. 8 years, 9 months
2. 3 years, 7 months

Victoria 95.5 ± 0.6 95.1 ± 0.6 96.1 ± 0.6 91.8 ± 3.0 97.3 ± 0.7
1. 9 years, 0 months
2. 3 years, 7 months

Queensland 92.7 ± 1.4 92.1 ± 1.4 93.4 ± 1.5 78.9 ± 3.9 89.5 ± 1.8
1. 8 years, 4 months
2. 2 years, 8 months

WA 90.2 ± 2.0 89.6 ± 2.1 91.0 ± 2.1 64.8 ± 5.7 86.6 ± 3.0
1. 8 years, 5 months
2. 3 years, 7 months

SA 92.6 ± 0.9 91.7 ± 0.9 93.4 ± 1.0 74.5 ± 4.1 95.4 ± 1.6
1. 8 years, 6 months
2. 3 years, 3 months

Tasmania 91.2 ± 2.0 90.0 ± 2.2 92.5 ± 2.0 82.4 ± 5.1 86.8 ± 4.1
1. 9 years, 1 month
2. 3 years, 7 months

ACT 94.6 ± 1.2 93.5 ± 1.4 95.7 ± 1.2 92.8 ± 6.5 91.8 ± 1.9
1. 8 years, 10 months
2. 3 years, 6 months

NT 86.2 ± 2.5 85.5 ± 2.9 87.2 ± 2.8 68.0 ± 5.6 66.7 ± 5.5
1. 8 years, 8 months
2. 3 years, 3 months

Australia 94.1 ± 1.1 93.5 ± 1.1 94.7 ± 1.1 80.4 ± 3.8 94.0 ± 1.2

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)
(e)

(f)

Source :

The typical average age of students at the time of testing, expressed in years and months. 
The typical average time students had spent in schooling at the time of testing, expressed in years and
months.

The methods used to identify Indigenous students and students with a LBOTE varied across
jurisdictions.

MCEETYA 2007a, National Report on Schooling in Australia 2005: Preliminary Paper National
Benchmark Results Reading, Writing and Numeracy Years 3, 5 and 7 ; 2008 Report, table 4A.89. 

Proportion of year 3 students who achieved the numeracy
benchmark, 2005 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)

The achievement percentages reported in this table include 95 per cent confidence intervals (for
example, 80.0 per cent ± 2.7 per cent). 

Students who were absent or withdrawn from testing are not classified as assessed students and are
not included in the benchmark calculations. The proportion of absent and withdrawn students varies
across jurisdictions, as shown in table 4A.53. Readers are urged to be cautious when comparing
results.

Some movements in the results over time might have occurred because of State/Territory equating
processes, and may not reflect actual improvements in student performance.
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Table 4A.51

Table 4A.51

1 Average age  (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling  (e) All students students students students  (f) students  (f)

NSW 91.7 ± 1.1 91.1 ± 1.1 92.3 ± 1.1 75.4 ± 3.1 90.1 ± 1.2
1. 10yrs 9mths
2. 5yrs 7mths

Victoria 95.4 ± 0.7 94.8 ± 0.7 96.1 ± 0.7 89.5 ± 3.3 96.3 ± 0.9
1. 10yrs 11mths
2. 5yrs 7mths

Queensland 88.1 ± 1.9 88.0 ± 1.9 88.4 ± 2.0 65.8 ± 4.3 84.0 ± 2.3
1. 10yrs 4mths
2. 4yrs 8mths

WA 85.9 ± 1.8 86.4 ± 1.8 85.4 ± 2.0 51.6 ± 4.7 83.4 ± 2.4
1. 10yrs 2mths
2. 4yrs 8mths

SA 90.1 ± 1.3 90.5 ± 1.3 89.7 ± 1.5 69.8 ± 5.2 89.1 ± 2.0
1. 10yrs 6mths
2. 5yrs 3mths

Tasmania 89.1 ± 1.5 89.1 ± 1.6 89.1 ± 1.7 78.7 ± 4.8 84.0 ± 3.7
1. 11yrs 1mth
2. 5yrs 7mths

ACT 93.2 ± 1.2 92.9 ± 1.4 93.4 ± 1.5 81.4 ± 8.2 91.7 ± 1.9
1. 10yrs 10mths
2. 5yrs 6mths

NT 69.6 ± 2.4 69.8 ± 2.9 69.4 ± 2.9 35.1 ± 3.6 35.2 ± 3.6
1. 10yrs 8mths
2. 5yrs 3mths

Australia 90.8 ± 1.3 90.5 ± 1.3 91.2 ± 1.4 66.5 ± 3.9 90.0 ± 1.4

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)
(e)

(f)

Source :

The methods used to identify Indigenous students and students with a LBOTE varied across
jurisdictions.

MCEETYA 2007a, National Report on Schooling in Australia 2005: Preliminary Paper National
Benchmark Results Reading, Writing and Numeracy Years 3, 5 and 7 ; 2008 Report, table 4A.90.

The typical average time students had spent in schooling at the time of testing, expressed in years and
months.

Proportion of year 5 students who achieved the numeracy
benchmark, 2005 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)

Students who were absent or withdrawn from testing are not classified as assessed students and are
not included in the benchmark calculations. The proportion of absent and withdrawn students varies
across jurisdictions, as shown in table 4A.53. Readers are urged to be cautious when comparing
results.

Some movements in the results over time might have occurred because of State/Territory equating
processes, and may not reflect actual improvements in student performance.

The typical average age of students at the time of testing, expressed in years and months. 

The achievement percentages reported in this table include 95 per cent confidence intervals (for
example, 80.0 per cent ± 2.7 per cent). 
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Table 4A.52

Table 4A.52

1 Average age  (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling  (e) All students students students students  (f) students  (f)

NSW (g) 75.8 ± 1.1 75.7 ± 1.2 75.9 ± 1.2 44.5 ± 2.3 75.2 ± 1.2
1. 12yrs 6mths
2. 7yrs 4mths

Victoria 86.9 ± 0.6 86.6 ± 0.6 87.3 ± 0.8 66.5 ± 4.5 85.9 ± 0.9
1. 13yrs 0mths
2. 7yrs 7mths

Queensland 83.2 ± 0.6 82.7 ± 0.7 83.9 ± 0.7 54.5 ± 2.4 79.8 ± 1.6
1. 12yrs 4mths
2. 6yrs 8mths

WA 84.3 ± 0.8 84.9 ± 0.8 83.6 ± 1.0 46.8 ± 2.9 81.8 ± 1.6
1. 12yrs 2mths
2. 6yrs 7mths

SA 85.7 ± 1.2 86.6 ± 1.2 84.9 ± 1.3 55.8 ± 5.3 82.5 ± 1.9
1. 12yrs 6mths
2. 7yrs 3mths

Tasmania 80.5 ± 1.2 80.4 ± 1.6 80.5 ± 1.7 66.4 ± 4.9 75.4 ± 5.8
1. 13yrs 1mth
2. 7yrs 7mths

ACT 88.1 ± 1.2 88.0 ± 1.5 88.3 ± 1.8 62.6 ± 11.4 84.4 ± 2.6
1. 12yrs 10mths
2. 7yrs 6mths

NT 64.8 ± 2.0 62.7 ± 2.8 66.9 ± 2.6 24.9 ± 3.3 24.8 ± 3.2
1. 12yrs 8mths
2. 7yrs 3mths

Australia 81.8 ± 0.9 81.6 ± 0.9 82.0 ± 1.0 48.8 ± 2.9 78.8 ± 1.3

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)
(e)

(f)

Some movements in the results over time might have occurred because of State/Territory equating
processes, and may not reflect actual improvements in student performance.

Proportion of year 7 students who achieved the numeracy
benchmark, 2005 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)

The achievement percentages reported in this table include 95 per cent confidence intervals (for
example, 80.0 per cent ± 2.7 per cent). 

Students who were absent or withdrawn from testing are not classified as assessed students and are
not included in the benchmark calculations. The proportion of absent and withdrawn students varies
across jurisdictions, as shown in table 4A.53. Readers are urged to be cautious when comparing
results.

The typical average age of students at the time of testing, expressed in years and months. 
The typical average time students had spent in schooling at the time of testing, expressed in years and
months.

The methods used to identify Indigenous students and students with a LBOTE varied across
jurisdictions.
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Table 4A.52

Table 4A.52

1 Average age  (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling  (e) All students students students students  (f) students  (f)

Proportion of year 7 students who achieved the numeracy
benchmark, 2005 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)

(g)

Source :

The national benchmark results show that NSW students in years 3 and 5 are consistently performing
at or above the national average for reading writing and numeracy. The NSW results for year 7 reading
and writing are also fairly consistent with the national average.

MCEETYA 2007a, National Report on Schooling in Australia 2005: Preliminary Paper National
Benchmark Results Reading, Writing and Numeracy Years 3, 5 and 7 ; 2008 Report, table 4A.91.

(ii) a lower proprtion of students are meeting the numeracy benchmark in year 7 than in year 3 and year
5.

(i) a lower proportion of year 7 students are meeting the minimum numeracy benchmark than are
meeting the reading and writing benchmarks

NSW considers that the year 7 results for NSW are anomalous. The national numeracy benchmark
results show that:
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Table 4A.54

Table 4A.54

Aust
Male students 59.1 ± 1.3
Female students 57.4 ± 1.2
Indigenous students 29.8 ± 4.5
LBOTE students 48.1 ± 3.0

(a)  

(b)  

Source : MCEETYA 2004, National Year 6 Science Assessment Report 2003 , Melbourne; 2008 Report,
table 4A.97.

Proportion of year 6 students achieving at or above the proficient
standard in science literacy, by equity group, 2003 (per cent) (a),
(b)

The achievement percentages reported in this table include 95 per cent confidence intervals (for
example, 80.0 per cent ± 2.7 per cent).

Minimum standards like the benchmarks in literacy and numeracy have not been set for scientific
literacy. The standard for science literacy is set at proficiency level 3.2 (of levels 1 to 4 or above) a
reasonably challenging level of performance, with students needing to demonstrate more than minimal
or elementary skills to be regarded as reaching it. Data represent the proportion of students at or above
the proficient standard.
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Table 4A.56

Table 4A.56

Aust
2000

All students 69.0
Standard error 1.2

Male students 63.2
Standard error 1.7

Female students 75.8
Standard error 1.5

Students from low socioeconomic families (c) 54.3
Standard error 1.8

Indigenous students 38.0
Standard error 3.4

Geographically remote students (d) 47.9
Standard error 8.8

2003
All students 69.9

Standard error 1.0
Male students 62.3

Standard error 1.3
Female students 77.8

Standard error 1.1
Students from low socioeconomic families (c) 56.2

Standard error 1.4
Indigenous students   38.1

Standard error 3.9
Geographically remote students (d) 53.5

Standard error 4.6
2006

All students 65.6
Standard error 0.9

Male students 58.0
Standard error 1.2

Female students 73.5
Standard error 1.0

Students from low socioeconomic families (c) 47.8
Standard error 1.1

Indigenous students   33.5
Standard error 2.5

Geographically remote students (d) 48.9
Standard error 8.0

Proportion of students achieving level 3 or above in the overall
reading literacy scale, by equity group (per cent) (a), (b)
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Table 4A.56

Table 4A.56

Aust

Proportion of students achieving level 3 or above in the overall
reading literacy scale, by equity group (per cent) (a), (b)

(a)  

(b)  

(c)

(d)  

Source : ACER (unpublished); 2008 Report, table 4A.102.

The MCEETYA Schools Geographic Location Classification was used to classify the location of the
school. Students from schools in remote and very remote areas were classified as geographically
remote students.

These data are from assessments conducted for the Programme for International Student Assessment
(PISA). PISA 2000 involved sample assessment of approximately 2.3 per cent of 15 year old Australian
secondary school students. For further information on PISA 2000, see Lokan et al. (2001). PISA 2003
involved sample assessment of approximately 6.5 per cent of 15 year old Australian secondary school
students. For further information on PISA 2003, see Thomson et al. (2004a). PISA 2006 involved sample
assessment of approximately 6.0 per cent of 15 year old Australian Secondary school students. For
further information on PISA 2006, see Thomson and De Bortoli (2007).
The standard errors in this table are shown in corresponding charts as 95 per cent confidence intervals
by multiplying them by 1.96. A standard error of 2.7 in the table, for example, becomes a confidence
interval of plus or minus 5.3 in the corresponding chart.

Two measures are used by the OECD to represent elements of socioeconomic background. One is the
highest level of the father’s and mother’s occupation (known as HISEI), which is coded in accordance
with the International Standard Classification of Occupations. The other measure is the index of
economic, social and cultural status (ESCS), which was created to capture the wider aspects of a
student’s family and home background. The ESCS is based on students’ responses on their parents’
occupations; the highest level of education of the father and mother converted into years of schooling;
the number of books in the home; and access to home educational and cultural resources.
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Table 4A.57

Table 4A.57

Aust
2003

All students 67.1
Standard error 0.9

Male students 67.3
Standard error 1.2

Female students 66.8
Standard error 1.3

Students from low socioeconomic families (c) 47.2
Standard error 1.9

Indigenous students 30.1
Standard error 3.2

Geographically remote students (d) 51.5
Standard error 6.5

2006
All students 66.5

Standard error 0.9
Male students 68.6

Standard error 1.2
Female students 64.3

Standard error 1.1
Students from low socioeconomic families (c) 50.2

Standard error 1.2
Indigenous students 32.4

Standard error 2.6
Geographically remote students (d) 44.0

Standard error 5.8

(a)  

(b)  

(c)

Proportion of students achieving level 3 or above in the overall
mathematical literacy scale, by equity group (per cent) (a), (b)

These data are from assessments conducted for the Programme for International Student Assessment
(PISA). PISA 2000 involved sample assessment of approximately 2.3 per cent of 15 year old Australian
secondary school students. For further information on PISA 2000, see Lokan et al. (2001). PISA 2003
involved sample assessment of approximately 6.5 per cent of 15 year old Australian secondary school
students. For further information on PISA 2003, see Thomson et al. (2004a). PISA 2006 involved sample
assessment of approximately 6.0 per cent of 15 year old Australian Secondary school students. For
further information on PISA 2006, see Thomson and De Bortoli (2007).
The standard errors in this table are shown in corresponding charts as 95 per cent confidence intervals
by multiplying them by 1.96. A standard error of 2.7 in the table, for example, becomes a confidence
interval of plus or minus 5.3 in the corresponding chart.
Two measures are used by the OECD to represent elements of socioeconomic background. One is the
highest level of the father’s and mother’s occupation (known as HISEI), which is coded in accordance
with the International Standard Classification of Occupations. The other measure is the index of
economic, social and cultural status (ESCS), which was created to capture the wider aspects of a
student’s family and home background. The ESCS is based on students’ responses on their parents’
occupations; the highest level of education of the father and mother converted into years of schooling;
the number of books in the home; and access to home educational and cultural resources.
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Table 4A.57

Table 4A.57

Aust

Proportion of students achieving level 3 or above in the overall
mathematical literacy scale, by equity group (per cent) (a), (b)

(d)  

Source : ACER (unpublished); 2008 Report, table 4A.104.

The MCEETYA Schools Geographic Location Classification was used to classify the location of the
school. Students from schools in remote and very remote areas were classified as geographically
remote students.
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Table 4A.58

Table 4A.58

Aust
2000

Indigenous students   29.1
Standard error   4.1

Geographically remote students (c)   51.2
Standard error   7.8

2003
Indigenous students 25.6

Standard error 2.9
Geographically remote students (c) 44.4

Standard error 6.1

(a)  

(b)
(c)  

Source : ACER (unpublished); 2008 Report, table 4A.107.

The MCEETYA Schools Geographic Location Classification was used to classify the location of the
school. Students from schools in remote and very remote areas were classified as geographically
remote students. The percentage of students attending school in a geographically remote area is very
small in 2000 (0.9 per cent) and 2003 (0.6 per cent).

Proportion of 15 year old secondary students achieving at or above
the OECD mean for scientific literacy, by equity group (per cent) (a),
(b)

These data are from assessments conducted for the Programme for International Student Assessment
(PISA). PISA 2000 involved sample assessment of approximately 2.3 per cent of 15 year old
Australian secondary school students. For further information on PISA, see Lokan et al. (2001). PISA
2003 involved sample assessment of approximately 6.5 per cent of 15 year old Australian secondary
school students. For further information on PISA, see Thomson et al. (2004a).
The OECD mean is reported here as a national reporting standard has yet to be developed.
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Table 4A.59

Table 4A.59

Aust
Indigenous students 30.6

Standard error 3.1
Geographically remote students (b) 50.1

Standard error 5.2

(a)  

(b)  

Source : ACER (unpublished); 2008 Report, table 4A.109.

The MCEETYA Schools Geographic Location Classification was used to classify the location of the
school. Students from schools in remote and very remote areas were classified as geographically
remote students. The percentage of students attending school in a geographically remote area is very
small (0.6 per cent).

Proportion of 15 year old secondary students achieving at or above
the OECD mean for problem solving, by equity group, 2003 (per
cent) (a)

These data are from assessments conducted for the Programme for International Student Assessment
(PISA). PISA 2003 involved sample assessment of approximately 6.5 per cent of 15 year old
Australian secondary school students.For further information on PISA, see Thomson et al. (2004a).
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Table 4A.60

NSW Vic Qld WA SA (b) Tas  (b) (c) ACT  (c) NT  (b) Aust
All students

Government schools
To year 10 95.5 96.8 99.4 100.9 98.0 99.3 99.4 90.6 97.5
To year 11 77.3 90.4 86.2 92.1 89.7 75.0 115.4 106.7 85.4
To year 12 (total) 65.1 72.6 71.6 65.1 61.9 63.2 103.2 72.3 68.5
To year 12 (male) 59.4 64.6 66.4 60.0 55.4 54.0 101.9 70.6 62.4
To year 12 (female) 71.1 81.2 77.1 70.8 69.2 72.6 104.5 73.9 75.1

All schools
To year 10 96.4 98.2 100.5 102.0 100.1 99.9 98.7 90.4 98.6
To year 11 80.2 92.9 90.4 93.2 93.8 77.2 98.3 93.3 88.0
To year 12 (total) 70.5 79.9 78.5 71.8 71.5 64.8 88.7 58.4 74.7
To year 12 (male) 65.3 72.9 73.7 66.2 64.6 56.4 89.3 57.3 69.0
To year 12 (female) 75.9 87.2 83.6 77.6 78.8 73.3 88.2 59.5 80.6

Indigenous students (c)
Government schools
   To year 10 80.0 85.6 95.5 92.4 80.3 99.8 87.9 85.1 88.1
   To year 11 46.1 59.9 71.1 73.5 67.9 58.2 86.2 99.3 64.5
   To year 12 (total) 28.7 35.1 50.0 28.5 34.3 38.9 71.4 48.1 37.5
   To year 12 (male) 24.5 24.0 47.0 31.6 28.3 23.4 109.1 49.6 34.3
   To year 12 (female) 33.1 47.7 53.0 24.9 40.4 57.4 40.7 46.8 40.9
All schools
   To year 10 83.7 91.1 96.9 96.6 82.0 100.9 92.6 89.4 91.4
   To year 11 48.4 66.0 74.3 75.9 68.7 59.4 84.1 99.2 67.7
   To year 12 (total) 30.6 38.4 54.2 31.3 37.5 39.9 59.1 40.5 40.1
   To year 12 (male) 26.8 28.9 52.2 34.9 31.7 24.7 80.0 45.0 37.9
   To year 12 (female) 34.5 49.6 56.3 27.3 43.2 58.2 41.7 36.6 42.4

(a)

(b)

(c)

Source : ABS 2007, Schools Australia 2006 , Cat. no. 4221.0; ABS (unpublished) Schools Australia 2006;
2008 Report, table 4A.116.

Apparent retention rates of full time secondary students to years
10–12, 2006 (per cent) (a)

The small number of Indigenous students in some jurisdictions (Tasmania and the ACT) can result in
large fluctuations in the apparent retention rates when disaggregated by sex and school sectors. 

The exclusion of part time students from standard apparent retention rate calculations has particular
implications for the interpretation of results for SA, Tasmania and the NT.

The apparent retention rate is the percentage of full time students who continued to years 10–12 from
respective cohort groups at the commencement of their secondary schooling. 
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Table 4A.61

NSW Vic Qld WA SA (c) (d) Tas  (c) (d) ACT NT (c) Aust
Full time secondary students

Government schools   68.2   75.8   72.2   66.0   64.6   64.4   101.1   79.0   70.8
Non-government schools   80.9   91.5   89.4   80.1   86.6   66.4   74.6   42.4   84.9
All schools   73.0   82.1   78.3   71.4   72.7   65.0   88.9   68.0   76.1

Full time Indigenous secondary students
Government schools   35.9   45.0   57.3   32.7   43.1   37.4   66.0   56.1   44.3
Non-government schools   52.9   66.7   70.3   42.6   65.4   36.4   33.3   74.3   59.7
All schools   37.7   47.4   60.1   34.6   45.7   37.3   60.0   58.8   46.7

Full time and part time secondary students (d)
Government schools   70.7   79.0   74.1   68.2   84.5   94.3   101.2   87.8   75.4
Non-government schools   81.2   91.7   89.6   80.1   91.4   66.4   75.0   42.9   85.4
All schools   74.6   84.0   79.5   72.7   87.0   85.8   89.2   74.7   79.2

(a)  

(b)  

(c)  

(d)

Source : ABS 2007, Schools Australia 2006 , Cat. no. 4221.0; ABS (unpublished) Schools Australia 2006; 
2008 Report, table 4A.117.

Apparent retention rates of secondary students from years 10–12,
2006 (per cent) (a), (b)

Inclusion of part-time students in the calculation of apparent retention rates increases the apparent
retention rates in SA and Tasmania due to a significant number of part-time adult learners and other
students recorded as year 12 that were not part of the original year 10 cohort two years prior.

The apparent rate is the percentage of full time students who continued to year 12 from respective
cohort groups in year 10. 

Retention rates are affected by factors that vary across jurisdictions, so variations in apparent retention
rates over time within jurisdictions may be more useful than comparisons across jurisdictions. Retention
rates can exceed 100 per cent for a variety of reasons, including student transfers between government
and non-government schools occurring after the base year. 
The exclusion of part time students from standard apparent retention rate calculations has particular
implications for the interpretation of results for SA, Tasmania and the NT.
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Table 4A.62

NSW Vic Qld WA (b) SA  (c) Tas (c) (d) ACT  (c) (d) NT Aust
2002

From year 7or 8 to year 10
All students 95.9 96.4 100.3 98.7 92.2 99.4 99.7 79.3 96.9
Indigenous students 81.6 77.2 89.4 85.5 77.4 106.3 122.2 73.4 84.7

From year 10 to year 12
All students 67.4 77.5 76.5 69.7 61.9 75.3 101.0 73.1 na
Indigenous students 36.8 38.6 58.9 24.3 41.7 55.9 75.6 37.7 na

2003
From year 7or 8 to year 10

All students 96.0 96.2 100.5 98.6 95.8 97.4 100.0 92.5 97.3
Indigenous students 81.0 74.2 91.2 93.2 83.4 105.3 96.1 86.5 87.3

From year 10 to year 12
All students 68.1 77.3 76.4 64.8 61.8 76.4 101.0 78.7 71.9
Indigenous students 36.3 43.8 59.0 25.5 32.9 52.3 88.0 51.7 43.6

2004
From year 7or 8 to year 10

All students 95.4 95.7 99.2 98.7 95.8 98.0 102.1 91.5 96.8
Indigenous students 79.9 78.0 87.2 87.0 79.7 104.1 108.2 85.7 84.8

From year 10 to year 12
All students 68.6 77.2 75.0 66.7 62.9 76.5 100.8 90.8 72.0
Indigenous students 36.6 43.7 57.4 27.8 40.5 56.6 87.3 56.9 43.6

2005
From year 7or 8 to year 10

All students 95.1 96.9 98.4 99.2 97.4 99.4 100.0 91.7 97.0
Indigenous students 77.6 77.2 90.6 88.7 86.2 100.8 100.0 81.3 85.2

From year 10 to year 12
All students 68.5 77.0 72.7 66.3 64.4 67.2 99.5 76.2 71.3
Indigenous students 36.3 51.0 55.0 26.1 37.5 43.7 71.4 54.9 42.3

2006
From year 7or 8 to year 10

All students 95.5 96.8 99.4 100.9 98.0 99.3 99.4 90.6 97.5
Indigenous students 80.0 85.6 95.5 92.4 80.3 99.8 87.9 85.1 88.1

From year 10 to year 12
All students 68.2 75.8 72.2 66.0 64.6 64.4 101.1 79.0 70.8
Indigenous students 35.9 45.0 57.3 32.7 43.1 37.4 66.0 56.1 44.3

(a)

(b)

Apparent retention rates of full time secondary students,
government schools (per cent) (a)

The apparent retention rate is from year 8 to year 10 for Queensland, WA, SA and the NT and from year
7 to 10 for all other jurisdictions. The apparent retention rate is the percentage of full time students who
continued to years 10–12 from respective cohort groups at the commencement of their secondary
schooling. Calculations are based on full time student numbers.
Data for WA have been affected by changes in scope and coverage over time.  
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Table 4A.62

Table 4A.62

NSW Vic Qld WA (b) SA  (c) Tas (c) (d) ACT  (c) (d) NT Aust

Apparent retention rates of full time secondary students,
government schools (per cent) (a)

(c)

(d)

Source : ABS 2003, Schools Australia 2002 , Cat. no. 4221.0; ABS 2004, Schools Australia 2003 , Cat. no.
4221.0; ABS 2005, Schools Australia 2004 , Cat. no. 4221.0; ABS 2006, Schools Australia 2005 , 
Cat. no. 4221.0; ABS 2007, Schools Australia 2006 , Cat. no. 4221.0; ABS (unpublished) Schools
Australia (various years); 2008 Report, table 4A.118.

na Not available.

The exclusion of part time students from standard apparent retention rate calculations has particular
implications for the interpretation of results for SA, Tasmania and the NT.

The small number of Indigenous students in some jurisdictions (Tasmania and the ACT) can result in
large fluctuations in the apparent retention rates when disaggregated by gender and school sectors. 
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Table 4A.63

NSW Vic Qld WA (b) SA  (c) Tas (c) (d) ACT  (c) (d) NT Aust
2002

From year 7or 8 to year 10
All students 99.6 99.9 100.8 102.9 100.8 101.8 100.7 76.7 na
Indigenous students na na na na na na na na na

From year 10 to year 12
All students 82.1 91.5 89.8 82.1 86.9 74.1 75.2 49.8 na
Indigenous students 49.1 63.3 65.5 54.3 61.3 100.0 100.0 50.0 na

2003
From year 7or 8 to year 10

All students 99.1 100.8 101.4 103.5 102.6 102.4 98.5 72.0 na
Indigenous students 92.7 80.0 113.7 98.7 84.6 109.3 76.5 27.1 na

From year 10 to year 12
All students 81.0 91.8 90.6 81.9 87.9 76.2 76.3 46.5 85.9
Indigenous students 54.7 48.9 67.8 44.4 71.4 60.0 57.9 28.8 55.6

2004
From year 7or 8 to year 10

All students 98.6 99.9 102.4 103.8 102.7 103.3 97.2 75.1 100.4
Indigenous students 94.5 118.4 103.0 107.0 104.0 141.9 70.6 31.8 92.0

From year 10 to year 12
All students 81.3 91.9 91.5 82.4 87.7 76.0 72.6 43.1 86.1
Indigenous students 48.1 51.1 72.5 40.1 81.1 40.0 31.3 32.2 55.5

2005
From year 7or 8 to year 10

All students 98.2 99.5 102.6 104.1 102.3 102.0 98.2 99.9 100.4
Indigenous students 104.6 117.3 97.2 113.4 91.4 125.0 105.9 123.8 106.2

From year 10 to year 12
All students 81.3 90.2 91.2 82.3 86.2 69.2 74.5 54.2 85.4
Indigenous students 51.1 87.5 65.3 54.5 61.4 55.3 46.2 93.2 62.1

2006
From year 7or 8 to year 10

All students 97.8 100.3 102.5 103.8 103.5 101.3 97.9 90.1 100.4
Indigenous students 117.9 140.7 103.3 119.1 96.8 110.2 113.3 104.9 110.8

From year 10 to year 12
All students 80.9 91.5 89.4 80.1 86.6 66.4 74.6 42.4 84.9
Indigenous students 52.9 66.7 70.3 42.6 65.4 36.4 33.3 74.3 59.7

(a)

(b)

Apparent retention rates of full time secondary students, non-
government schools (per cent) (a)

The apparent retention rate is from year 8 to year 10 for Queensland, WA, SA and the NT and from year
7 to 10 for all other jurisdictions. The apparent retention rate is the percentage of full time students who
continued to years 10–12 from respective cohort groups at the commencement of their secondary
schooling. Calculations are based on full time student numbers.
Data for WA have been affected by changes in scope and coverage over time.  
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Table 4A.63

NSW Vic Qld WA (b) SA  (c) Tas (c) (d) ACT  (c) (d) NT Aust

Apparent retention rates of full time secondary students, non-
government schools (per cent) (a)

(c)

(d)

Source : ABS 2003, Schools Australia 2002, Cat. no. 4221.0; ABS 2004, Schools Australia 2003, Cat. no.
4221.0; ABS 2005, Schools Australia 2004, Cat. no. 4221.0; ABS 2006, Schools Australia 2005,
Cat. no. 4221.0; ABS 2007, Schools Australia 2006 , Cat. no. 4221.0; ABS (unpublished) Schools
Australia (various years); 2008 Report, table 4A.119.

na Not available.

The exclusion of part time students from standard apparent retention rate calculations has particular
implications for the interpretation of results for SA, Tasmania and the NT.

The small number of Indigenous students in some jurisdictions (the ACT and Tasmania) can result in
large fluctuations in the apparent retention rates when disaggregated by gender and school sectors. 
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Table 4A.64

NSW Vic Qld WA (b) SA (c) Tas (c) (d) ACT (d) NT  (c) Aust
2002

From year 7or 8 to year 10
All students 97.2 97.8 100.5 100.2 95.0 100.1 100.1 78.4 98.1
Indigenous students 83.7 81.5 93.3 89.8 77.1 108.3 118.3 61.3 86.4

From year 10 to year 12
All students 72.4 82.9 81.1 73.9 70.6 75.0 89.8 66.2 77.0
Indigenous students 38.0 40.9 60.3 29.0 43.3 59.7 78.8 41.1 45.8

2003
From year 7or 8 to year 10

All students 97.1 98.0 100.8 100.4 98.1 98.9 99.3 85.0 98.5
Indigenous students 82.1 74.8 94.9 94.0 83.5 105.8 91.2 61.0 87.2

From year 10 to year 12
All students 72.7 82.9 81.5 70.6 70.8 76.2 90.3 68.7 76.9
Indigenous students 38.4 44.4 60.8 29.3 36.6 53.1 79.7 44.3 45.7

2004
From year 7or 8 to year 10

All students 96.6 97.3 100.3 100.5 98.2 99.6 99.8 85.9 98.1
Indigenous students 81.2 81.1 90.2 90.2 81.9 107.0 98.5 68.9 85.8

From year 10 to year 12
All students 73.2 83.0 80.8 72.4 71.6 76.3 88.4 75.2 77.1
Indigenous students 37.8 44.7 60.8 30.1 44.2 54.5 74.6 49.2 45.7

2005
From year 7or 8 to year 10

All students 96.3 98.0 99.9 101.0 99.1 100.2 99.2 94.2 98.3
Indigenous students 80.2 81.2 91.8 92.8 86.7 103.2 101.2 91.2 88.3

From year 10 to year 12
All students 73.2 82.2 79.3 72.2 72.1 67.8 88.1 69.5 76.5
Indigenous students 37.9 55.4 57.0 30.7 39.9 45.2 66.1 62.2 45.3

2006
From year 7or 8 to year 10

All students 96.4 98.2 100.5 102.0 100.1 99.9 98.7 90.4 98.6
Indigenous students 83.7 91.1 96.9 96.6 82.0 100.9 92.6 89.4 91.4

From year 10 to year 12
All students 73.0 82.1 78.3 71.4 72.7 65.0 88.9 68.0 76.1
Indigenous students 37.7 47.4 60.1 34.6 45.7 37.3 60.0 58.8 46.7

(a)

(b)

Apparent retention rates of full time secondary students, all schools
(per cent) (a)

The apparent retention rate is from year 8 to year 10 for Queensland, WA, SA and the NT and from year
7 to 10 for all other jurisdictions. The apparent retention rate is the percentage of full time students who
continued to years 10–12 from respective cohort groups at the commencement of their secondary
schooling. Calculations are based on full time student numbers.
Data for WA have been affected by changes in scope and coverage over time.  
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Table 4A.64

NSW Vic Qld WA (b) SA (c) Tas (c) (d) ACT (d) NT  (c) Aust

Apparent retention rates of full time secondary students, all schools
(per cent) (a)

(c)

(d)

Source : ABS 2003, Schools Australia 2002, Cat. no. 4221.0; ABS 2004, Schools Australia 2003, Cat. no.
4221.0; ABS 2005, Schools Australia 2004, Cat. no. 4221.0; ABS 2006, Schools Australia 2005,
Cat. no. 4221.0; ABS 2007, Schools Australia 2006, Cat. no. 4221.0; ABS (unpublished) Schools
Australia (various years); 2008 Report, table 4A.120.

The exclusion of part time students from standard apparent retention rate calculations has particular
implications for the interpretation of results for SA, Tasmania and the NT.

The small number of Indigenous students in some jurisdictions (Tasmania and the ACT) can result in
large fluctuations in the apparent retention rates when disaggregated by gender and school sectors. 
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